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During my two decades as a Member of the u.s. Congress, i traveled several times 
to Brazil and witnessed firsthand the scope of our two countries’ shared interests. 
Brazil is the largest and most dynamic economic force in south america, and a 
vibrant bilateral exchange between our governments, our business communities, 

and our peoples is crucial to securing political, economic and social progress in the 
Western Hemisphere.

Founded in 2006, the Brazil institute has become the premier program in Washington for 
dialogue on Brazil-u.s. policy and serves as a lane of excellence for the Wilson Center, our 
nation’s living memorial to president Woodrow Wilson. the Center honors his memory by 
bridging his two passions: scholarship and policy. We bring together thought and action—
policymakers, scholars, and business leaders—in the hope that frank dialogue will build 
understanding, stronger cooperation, and better public policy.

Given rising political tensions around the world, as exemplified by the rhetoric surrounding 
the 2018 presidential elections in Brazil and our own political deadlock in Washington, 
the Wilson Center’s emphasis on constructive, nonpartisan debate aimed at bridging 
divides—between countries, political parties, and individuals—has never been more 
essential. Many of the issues i studied during my visits to Brazil—science and technology, 
defense and international security cooperation, energy, sustainable development, and 
rule of law—remain highly relevant to Brazil-u.s. relations. as president, Director, and 
Ceo of the Wilson Center, it has been my privilege to support the exceptional work of our 
Brazil institute over the past year to strengthen bilateral cooperation in these areas. 

A Message from the President, Director, and CEO 
of the Woodrow Wilson Center 

jane HarMan
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the year 2018 marked a consequential shift for Brazil, as voters elected a new 
government and set their country on a new path forward. as Chairman of the Brazil 
institute advisory Council, it has been my privilege to help guide the work of the 
Brazil institute, which has sought to explain these developments to Washington 

while continuing to promote constructive bilateral engagement.

now, more than ever, given increasing polarization and uncertainty, the Brazil institute 
provides a much-needed nonpartisan forum for public policy debate on a wide range of 
issues, from Brazil-u.s. defense cooperation to the rule of law and corruption. although 
much of 2018 was focused on the twists and turns of the presidential elections in Brazil, 
the Brazil institute continued to produce exceptional content and events on the underlying 
public policy challenges facing Brazil. its twin workshops on sustainable development in 
the Brazilian amazon, one in Manaus and one in Washington, brought together scientists, 
policymakers, government officials, the military and civil society to discuss how Brazil 
can promote economic development without sacrificing its unparalleled environmental 
resources. a separate workshop explored comparisons between the administrative 
state in Brazil and the united states, delving into civil service reform, the importance 
of strategic planning, and federal budgeting. a roundtable on reducing corruption in 
infrastructure and the construction sector led to valuable feedback on ways to improve 
transparency in the public procurement process.

the Brazil institute is a reference for understanding the most pressing social, economic, 
political, and environmental issues facing Brazil. through its many initiatives, events and 
interdisciplinary research, the institute facilitates constructive and open dialogue with a 
range of stakeholders, creating the space needed to not only envision, but also to enact 
policies that will lead to a more prosperous Brazil. 

already 2019 is shaping up to be a year of change for Brazil and for the world. i urge 
you to remain engaged by following the work of the Brazil institute, attending events 
and connecting with its experts. i encourage those seeking a more active role in the 
ongoing Brazil-u.s. dialogue to join me on the Brazil institute advisory Council, which will 
continue to support this indispensable forum for Washington. 

A Message from the Chairman of the Advisory Council of the 
Brazil Institute at the Woodrow Wilson Center

antHony s. HarrinGton
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A Message from the Director of the Brazil Institute 
at the Woodrow Wilson Center

paulo sotero

Brazil’s democracy is young, but has already proven its resilience. it has survived 
the impeachment of two presidents, damaging economic recessions, and ongoing 
investigations into systemic corruption at the highest levels of government and 
business. the press and judiciary remain independent and highly professional. 

a new culture of compliance has taken root in the private sector, and efforts to improve 
transparency and attract investment in the oil and gas sector, which was at the center of 
the massive corruption scandals, have paved the way for positive regulatory changes and 
successful auctions of pre-salt oil fields.

yet the stunning election of the untested, far-right congressman jair Bolsonaro to the 
presidency in october 2018 has laid bare Brazil’s deep polarization and the exhaustion of its 
traditional political parties and leaders. Bolsonaro’s past statements have unquestionably 
raised concerns regarding his commitment to democratic norms, rule of law, and 
human rights—especially the rights of minorities, women, and the lGBtQ+ community. 
Moreover, Bolsonaro’s highly divisive, social media-based campaign raised concerns about 
the impact of misinformation and disinformation in a country with 130 million social media 
users, where the internet is the most common vehicle for news consumption. the 2018 
elections in Brazil have also led to speculation that the moment is ideal for deepening 
Brazil-u.s. relations. these are issues to watch in 2019.  

these are just some of the issues that the Brazil institute has highlighted over the past year, 
and will continue to cover through our program of lectures, seminars, and conferences. 
the institute was honored to continue its work with the são paulo research Foundation 
(Fapesp), renewing its commitment to fostering dialogue and bilateral collaboration in 
the fields of science, technology and innovation. a workshop with Brazil’s national school 
of public administration discussed civil service reform, budgetary processes, strategic 
planning and other critical public administration issues through comparing Brazil and 
the united states. We were also thrilled to launch two books: “o lobby Desvendado” 
(lobbying uncovered) in cooperation with the BraVa Foundation, which examines the 
regulation of private-public sector relations in Brazil; and “novos Caminhos para a inovação 
no Brasil” (new paths For innovation in Brazil), in partnership with interfarma. it is through 
these types of partnerships, and the conversations they produce, that public policy moves 
forward. the Brazil institute looks forward to continuing its mission of advancing dialogue 
on important issues relevant to Brazil and Brazil-u.s. relations in the year ahead.
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BeCoMe inVolVeD

the Brazil institute is recognized as a trusted source and leader for the quality and nonpartisan 
approach of its program, serving a diverse audience in Brazil, the united states and around 
the world. at the heart of our work is a belief in independent research and open dialogue, to 
foster understanding on issues of bilateral concern between Brazil and the united states, and 
to help you make smart decisions in business, philanthropy, and public policy.

there are many ways to get involved:

• Visit www.wilsoncenter.org/program/brazilinstitute to watch our live-streamed events 
and access reports, articles, infographics, and blog posts.

• subscribe to our blogs think Brazil and inoVozes to be the first to read our latest posts.

• join our mailing list to receive invitations to our one-of-a-kind events with Brazilian 
dignitaries and leading policy experts.

• Follow and interact with us on Facebook, twitter, and instagram!

• Visit the Brazil institute in person, at the Woodrow Wilson international Center for scholars.

Membership in the advisory Council enables your organization to be an active participant 
in the ongoing dialogue between Brazil and the united states, and provides access to a 
marketplace of ideas where we convene the brightest minds to discuss the most pressing 
challenges and opportunities facing the policy community. 

the Brazil institute’s signature programming, which emphasizes the importance of non-
partisan research and dialogue, is a highly respected and credible source of information on 
a wide range of issues of importance to Brazil and the united states. Contributions from 
advisory Council members ensure that we can continue to support Brazilian scholarship and 
promote key bilateral issues in the united states and Brazil.

To learn more about the Brazil Institute or to join the Advisory Council, please contact Anna Prusa at 202-691-
4147 or anna.prusa@wilsoncenter.org

public engagement

Brazil Institute Advisory Council

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/brazilinstitute
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blogs/think-brazil
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blogs/inovozes
https://engage.wilsoncenter.org/onlineactions/WpUYj9S_MkydZEXxsyWeYw2
https://www.facebook.com/brazilinstitute
https://twitter.com/brazilInst
https://www.instagram.com/brazilinstitute/
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sCHolars & FelloWs

FABIo rAmAzzInI BeChArA
Global Fellow

AntonIo BrItto
Global Fellow

BenjAmIn junge
Fellow

FernAndo LImongI
Global Fellow

CArLos eduArdo LIns dA sILvA
Global Fellow

mILton seLIgmAn
Global Fellow

osCAr vILhenA vIeIrA 
Global Fellow

our teaM

2018 staFF interns

Andrew ALLen
Brigham young university

nIChoLAs Burns
stanford university

ChrIstopher hArden
George Washington university 

Aureo mesquItA
university of California-Berkeley

mArIAnA prAdo
Georgetown university 

CArLyn rodgers 
King’s College london

BryAnA shook
university of Georgia

pAuLo sotero
program Director

AnnA prusA
program associate

LArA pICAnço
program assistant
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CHair

aDVisory CounCil

2018 MeMBers

AmBAssAdor Anthony hArrIngton
Chairman of the Managing Board

albright stonebridge Group

dr. LesLIe BetheLL
emeritus professor, university of london

dr. LuIs BItenCourt
professor, national Defense university

dr. eLIzABeth de CArvALhAes
president, interfarma

AmBAssAdor LuIgI eInAudI
Former u.s. ambassador to the organization of american states

mr. ryAn hILL
senior Manager for Government affairs, amgen

dr. CArLos eduArdo LIns dA sILvA
professor, insper

dr. thomAs e. Lovejoy
Biodiversity Chair, the Heinz Center

dr. vALdenICe mInAteL
Director of pedagogy, Colégio Dante alighieri

dr. mArIA hermInIA tAvAres de ALmeIdA
professor, universidade de são paulo

ms. ALexAndrA vALderrAmA
Director of international Government affairs, Chevron

6
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soCial 
MeDia

1.1 million  

in 2018, the Brazil institute published

on Facebook, twitter, and instagram, 
including workshop reports, event 
updates, blog posts, and infographics.

our posts reached more than

1,000+ posts

and received 

15,000+
(likes, comments, re-tweets, 

shares, and clicks)

people

interactions

our followers grew significantly in 2018:

added 5 new 
followers/day9,200

360 launched in 
june 2018

2,631 13% increase 
from 2017

our auDienCe...
Works in    

diverse sectors:

       Military & 
Government
8%

professionals
34%

students
8%

of our audience 
is between    

25-44 y/o

2/3

is interested in:

Government • 

Commentary • politics • 
technology • Science

56 % 44 %

são paulo11 %

7.3 %

6.3 %

5.7 %

2 %

rio de janeiro

Washington, DC

Brasilia

new york City

26 %

45 %

is global, with concentrations in the united states and Brazil:
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in 2018, media outlets in 
Brazil, the united states, 
united Kingdom, Costa 

rica, Colombia, and France 
featured Brazil institute 
content, interviews, and 

expert analysis.

100+
media 

mentions

MeDia 
Mentions
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Fapesp Week 2018 brought 
together researchers from 

Brazil and the united states at 
the Graduate Center of the City 
university of new york (Cuny) 
from november 26-28, 2018.  

 
presentations covered diverse 

topics, including urban 
and environmental issues, 
fake news, and astronomy.

FApeSp Week  2018
new York @ CunY

eVents

elections

defense

democracy

economygender

security

Agriculture

energy
tradetechnology

ruleofLaw

Cybersecurity

Foodsecurity
science

developmentsustainability

environment

40% of events focused on 
the Brazilian elections

public events in: new York • 
Washington, DC • Manaus

events were webcast live, 
with videos available online.13

We had more than

including government officials, civil 
society, researchers, members of the 
private sector, and academics.

1.9krsvps

23
in 2018, the Brazil institute hosted

Brazil institute events in 2018 covered 
a wide range of topics.

a Decisive 
year for Brazil: 
rodrigo Maia 
and experts 
address Crucial 
Choices of 2018

january 17

High Drama in 
Brazil: the lula 
ruling and its 
aftermath

january 24

Geraldo alckmin on 
Brazil’s economic 
and political outlook

MarCH 7

recent Developments and 
trends in Brazilian antirust 
enforcement

april 10

the race is on: 
2018 electoral 
landscape starts 
to take shape in 
Brazil

april 9

the agricultural 
sector in the era 

of Bioeconomy

May 17

HiGHliGHts...

May 23

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/events/past/Brazil%2520Institute
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the Brazil institute hosted 
a week-long exchange in 

Washington, DC for winners 
of the Colégio Dante alighieri 
entrepreneurship Challenge, 
aimed to provide students 

with exposure to real-world 
challenges and opportunities 

for policymaking. 

FabDante Study tour

in partnership with the são 
paulo research Foundation 
(Fapesp) and the national 

institute of amazon research 
(inpa), and with the support of 
the alcoa Foundation, the Brazil 

institute hosted two full-day 
workshops on the impact of 

the amazon on global climate 
trends and efforts to support 

sustainable development: one 
in Manaus, Brazil on august 16 
and one in Washington, DC on 

september 24, 2018.

Scientific, Social & 
economic Dimensions 
of Development in the 

Amazon

on May 23, 2018, the Wilson 
Center’s Brazil institute and 

Brazil’s national school of public 
administration hosted a full-

day workshop to explore how 
Brazil and the united states can 
strengthen public administration 

and management to more 
effectively carry out the critical 
work of government, from civil 

service reform to strategic 
planning and budgeting.

Challenges of the 
Administrative 

State: Brazil and the 
united States

june 11

admiral leal Ferreira on 
the evolving role of the 
Brazilian navy

septeMBer 25

Connecting the Dots: a road 
Map for Better integration 
in latin america and the 
Caribbean

septeMBer 28

teleconference: Brazilian election 
results and expectations

oCtoBer 9

Ground truth Briefing: the 
Day after: implications of 
the presidential runoff 
results

oCtoBer 29

second round 
results and u.s.-Brazil 
relations under a new 
administration

oCtoBer 30

Fapesp Week Cuny

noVeMBer 26-28
Will Brazil Go 
right or left?

oCtoBer 12

the scientific, social, and 
economic Dimensions of 
Development in the amazon

septeMBer 24

reforming Brazilian 
infrastructure 
procurement: looking 
at practical solutions

septeMBer 11

How Brazil’s economic and 
political realities Will shape 
the Bolsonaro administration

noVeMBer 13

Water @ Wilson: 50 
years of Water, Conflict 

and Cooperation

noVeMBer 28

FabDante study tour

noVeMBer 26-29
Dimensões 
Científicas, sociais 
e econômicas do 
Desenvolvimento 
da amazônia

auGust 16

Candidates, Voters and 
Bots: the Forces at play in 
the october 2018 Brazilian 
elections

septeMBer 4Film screening: 
“Fronteira da 
Grandeza: Brazil’s 
national identity 
from past to Future”

May 17

the Challenges of 
the Contemporary 

administrative 
state: Brazil and 

the united states 
in Comparative 

perspective

May 23

Biofuels and the Green energy 
push: Brazil-u.s. Cooperation 
in implementing Carbon 
emissions reduction policies

Will Women Decide the 
Brazilian election? the 
potential impact of Female 
Voters and Candidates

septeMBer 10
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puBliCations
in 2018, the Brazil institute co-organized 3 books:

We published 34 blog posts, 25 infographics, 7 event summaries, & 2 workshop reports: 

During Fall 2018, we created the Brazilian election portal: a one-stop shop for 
information on the consequential Brazilian elections.

From left to right: 

New Paths For Innovation 
in Brazil (interfarma and the 
Wilson Center. 2018); Paths of 
Inequality in Brazil (springer: 
new york, 2018); and Lobbying 
Uncovered: Democracy, 
Politics and Corruption in 
Contemporary Brazil (editora 
record: sao paulo, 2018).

Programa Bolsa Família is the largest Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) program in
the world, and Brazil's largest social welfare program. 

 

Created by Carly Rodgers, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Brazil Institute
 

Sources: Anthony Pereira, “Bolsa Família and democracy in Brazil,” Third World Quarterly. CAIXA Econômica Federal. World Bank.
 

Families currently enrolled
 

People currently benefiting
 

Total population currently enrolled
 Brazil's 5570 municípios involved
 

Program Stats
 

50 Million
 13.9 Million
 

99.7%
 

1/4
 

BOLSA FAMÍLIA
 

PROGRAMA
 

Between 2003 and 2013, Bolsa Família helped to reduce extreme poverty from 9.7% to 4.3%. It has
also been credited with reducing child mortality, increasing school attendance and grade

progression, and promoting dignity and autonomy of the poor.
 

9.7% to 4.3%
 reducing child mortality

 
increasing school attendance and grade

 progression
 

promoting dignity and autonomy
 

Program Requirements
 Mandatory school attendance 85% of the time for

children 6-15 years old; 75% for those 16-17 years old.
 

Mandatory immunization for children age 7 and under.
 Mothers and children must get regular medical

checkups, allowing children's growth and development to
be monitored by national health service professionals.

 Mandatory prenatal and postnatal care for pregnant
and new mothers.

 

Objectives
 Combat hunger, and food and nutrition insecurity

 Combat poverty and other forms of familial
deprivation

 Provide access to public services: health,
education, food security and social assistance

 

Participants
 Bolsa Família targets Brazilian families in two

specific income brackets
 

Extreme Poverty: less
than R$85.00 per
person per month.

 

Poverty: between
R$85.01 and R$170.00
per person per month.

 
Participating families can be allocated between

R$32.00 and R$242.00 per month.
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the Wilson Center

Decoding a World of Change for Washington
in a world marked by complexity, volatility, and a din of competing agendas, the Wilson 
Center is the nation’s indispensable resource for decoding today’s most pressing 
foreign policychallenges. leveraging its global expertise and perspective, award-winning 
scholarship and analysis, and a fiercely nonpartisan spirit, the Center informs actionable 
ideas for policymakers across the political spectrum.

Chartered by Congress 50 years ago as a living memorial to president Wilson, the 
Center’s work today spans more than a dozen regional and thematic programs to tackle 
hot-button security issues – from the north Korean nuclear threat to the implications 
of a risen China and from north american trade to global cyberwarfare. the Center 
also serves a vital role in linking Washington to the world, hosting u.s. lawmakers and 
leaders from around globe, while continually expanding its unparalleled network of 
some 5,000 former fellows.

the next generation of policy leaders will also trace its roots to the Wilson Center, as 
the Foreign policy Fellowship program and Cybersecurity and ai labs connect select 
Congressional staff with top scholars and practitioners to help prepare them for current 
and future challenges.

jane Harman

Director, president, and Ceo

Frederic V. Malek

Chairman of the Board of trustees

“There are many voices of counsel, 
but few voices of vision”

-Woodrow Wilson



One Woodrow Wilson Plaza
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004-3027

www.wilsoncenter.org/program/ 
brazil-institute

brazil@wilsoncenter.org

facebook.com/brazilinstitute

@brazilinst

202.691.4147


