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Working Group on Environment in U.S.-China Relations
The Environmental Change and Security Project’s Working Group on Environment in U.S.-China Relations is
an ongoing multidisciplinary forum that considers how U.S. foreign policy and assistance might be more effec-
tively crafted to produce more environmentally sound development and better relations with the People’s Re-
public of China.  The Working Group regularly brings together approximately 35 experts with diverse back-
grounds and affiliations — including specialists from several key U.S. government agencies and from the fields
of business, China studies, human rights, science and technology, U.S. foreign policy, economics and trade,
environment, population, and development.  The Working Group on Environment in U.S.-China Relations is
supported by generous grants from the Summit Foundation, The W. Alton Jones Foundation, and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the Department of Commerce.

ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE AND SECURITY PROJECT

Since October 1994, the Woodrow Wilson Center’s Environmental Change and Security Project (ECSP) has
provided specialists and other interested individuals with a “road map” to the myriad views, activities and
policy initiatives falling under the rubric of “environment, population and security.”  Through meetings, publi-
cations, and the activities of the staff, ECSP explores a wide range of academic and policy-related topics: the
various theoretical conceptions of environment, population and security linkages; how environment, popula-
tion and security ideas are nested in the broader debate over redefining security; how policymakers in the
United States and other countries are utilizing these ideas and making related policies; and how governments,
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), businesses and other organizations are responding to the causes and
symptoms of important environmental and demographic issues. ECSP has helped to expand the network of
experts from diverse professional backgrounds, fostering new dialogue and comparative insights as a neutral
forum and information clearinghouse.  Similarly, the Project tries to expose numerous scholars and practitio-
ners not working on environmental and population issues to these timely and important analyses and debates,
thereby spurring greater interest in the field.

THE ASIA PROGRAM

The Asia Program of the Woodrow Wilson Center has, since 1977, been highly regarded as an ideal forum for
bringing historical depth and contemporary understanding of Asian issues to the nation’s capital. The Asia
Program has conducted research on a variety of disciplines throughout Asia and has sponsored international
workshops such as, Understanding Chinese Foreign Policy: History and Practice.

THE WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR SCHOLARS

The Wilson Center, established by Congress in 1968 as a memorial to the nation's 28th president, fosters
scholarship and intellectual exchange among scholars and practitioners.  It sponsors an international fellows
program, has an independent Board of Trustees (composed of ten citizens appointed by the President of the
United States and nine government officials—including the Secretary of State), is non-partisan and does not take
positions on any public policy issues.
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