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Dear Conference Participants,  

 

 We are pleased to present to you this document reader, intended to facilitate the 

discussion at the upcoming international conference to be held in Artimino, Italy, on 

April 27-29, 2006. The reader consists of two parts—a CD and a briefing book—

containing selected documents from US, Russian, and East European archives. This 

collection, compiled by the Cold War International History Project and the Machiavelli 

Center for Cold War Studies, is by no means comprehensive. In selecting the documents, 

we sought to include some of the most important materials available. The CD is 

organized chronologically and separated into five major sections: 1) US Strategy toward 

the USSR and European East-West policy; 2) Human Rights; 3) The Middle East and 

Asia; 4) Africa; and 5) Latin America. The briefing book, reflecting the organization of 

the conference panels, is organized chronologically and in seven sections: 1) General US-

USSR Relations; 2) CSCE and Human Rights; 3) The Strategic Dimension – ERW, TNF 

and SALT; 4) Western and Eastern Europe; 5) Latin America; 6) Africa; 7) Asia and the 

Middle East. 

 A note on the documents: as with all document collections, the availability of 

documentation vastly outstrips the resources available to our projects to obtain, copy, and 

catalogue the material. The CD contained in your package is a selection of documents 

available in US, Russian, and European archives on the topic; the briefing book merely 

highlights some of the most important documents that closely relate to the papers 

presented at the conference. A majority of US documents were obtained by Barbara 

Zanchetta (CIMA) during a research trip to the Ford and Carter Presidential Libraries. 

Other Ford Administration documents were obtained in preparation for the 2004 



international conference The Road to CSCE, by Hedi Giusto (CIMA) and Mircea 

Munteanu (CWIHP). The editors of this volume also obtained documents from the 

National Security Archive’s collection in Washington, DC.  The Archive’s Svetlana 

Savranskaya donated a wealth of materials obtained from the Russian archives 

concerning the Soviet record on human rights. Last, but not least, we would also like to 

recognize the team of CWIHP interns who worked diligently to make sure the document 

reader was ready for dissemination: Kalin Kanchev, Joan Gabel, Rene Schneeberger, and 

Josephine Vu.  

We would also like to recognize the efforts of the organizers, without whom this 

conference would not have been possible – the organizing committee: Marilena Gala, 

Maria Eleonora Guasconi, and Alberto Tonini; and the conference staff: Duccio Basosi, 

Francesca Battaghini, Matteo Gerlini, and Angela Romano, as well as CWIHP’s Ryan 

Gage. Last but not least, we would like to thank Massimiliano and Michele Cricco for 

their support with the graphic design for the conference.  
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 1975-1985* 
 

 
 

1975 
 
 

July 28/August 2 – Heads of State in Helsinki for CSCE summit; signing of the Final Act 
 
August 5-6 – Japanese Prime Minister Miki visits Washington for talks with Ford; both reaffirm 
support for US-Japan Security Treaty 
 
September 19 – Portugal’s sixth provisional government formed, with participation of Socialists 
and Communists 
 
September 24 – Israel and Egypt sign protocol implementing Sinai agreement 
 
October 9 – Soviet dissenter Andrei D. Sakharov is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. His wife 
accepts for him on 12 December after he is denied a visa to travel to Oslo to accept 
 
October 7 – USSR and GDR sign new treaty of friendship, eliminating all reference to German 
reunification 
 
October 19-23 – Kissinger visits Peking in preparation for Ford visit. Chinese criticize US policy 
of détente with the USSR 
 
October 20 – US and USSR sign five-year grain agreement 
 
October 24 – Portuguese armed forces placed on alert after threat of left wing coup 
 
November 3 – Ford announces major cabinet changes; Schlesinger dismissed as Secretary of 
Defense, replaced by Donald Rumsfeld; William Colby replaced by George Bush as Director of 
CIA; Vice-President Rockefeller announces he will not seek re-election with Ford 

 
November 11 – Angola gains independence but power struggle ensues between MPLA, backed 
by Cuba, and the FNLA plus UNITA, backed by South Africa and the USA 
 
November 15-17 – Leaders of US, Britain, France, West Germany, Italy and Japan meet at 
Rambouillet for discussions on joint economic action to counter recession 
 
November 25 – State of emergency declared in Portugal 
 
December 1-4 – Ford visits Peking 
 
December 16 – The Senate Foreign Relations Committee’s Subcommittee on Africa votes to cut 
off all US aid to the pro-western forces in Angola; Senate votes to cut off military assistance to 
US-backed factions in Angola (December 19) 
 
 
* complied by Barbara Zanchetta on the basis of CWIHP timelines and Strategic Survey (IISS, London) chronologies 
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December 17 – Cuban Communist Party holds party congress; Castro promises continued Cuban 
involvement in Angola 
 
 

1976 
 

 
January 8 – Chinese Prime Minister Chou En-lai dies 

 
January 13 – Department of Defense announces that US military equipment will be made 
available to Yugoslavia for purchase 

 
January 20-23 – Kissinger visits Moscow for talks on the Angolan situation and SALT 
 
January 27 – House of Representatives votes to ban all military aid to anti-Communist forces in 
Angola, following Senate vote of December 1975 
 
February 11 – US agrees to arms sales to Saudi Arabia 

 
February 24-25 – USSR Communist Party Congress opens in Moscow with speech by Brezhnev 
which notes that détente process should be kept separate from continuing ideological struggle 
 
March 14 – Ford indicates that Administration may not sign SALT agreement in 1976 
 
March 15 – Egyptian People’s Assembly passes abrogation of Friendship and Cooperation 
Treaty with USSR. Sadat withdraws port facilities for Soviet navy (March 26) 

 
March 31 – Agreement between the US and USSR to limit the yield of underground nuclear tests 
to 150 kilotons 
 
April 15 – India announces restoration of diplomatic relations with China 
 
April 19 – US accused of violating Helsinki Agreement by opposing Western Communist parties 
 
April 25 – Kissinger begins visit to black African states 
 
April 26 – Soviet Defense Minister, Marshal Grechko, dies; Dimitri Ustinov succeeds him  
 
May 20-21 – NATO Foreign Ministers in Oslo voice continued support for détente 
 
June 8-13 – Mrs Gandhi visits Moscow and in joint declaration USSR and India agree to 
continue close relations 
 
June 21 – In Italy’s general election, Christian Democrats win 38.7%, Communists 34.4% 
 
June 24-25 – Polish government announces price rises for some food articles, withdraws them 
after widespread protest and workers’ strikes resulting in casualties 
 
June 26 – Ford convenes two-day economic summit with Britain, France, West Germany, Italy, 
Japan and Canada in Puerto Rico 
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June 27 – Socialist candidate, General Eanes, becomes Portugal’s president  
 
June 29 – Conference of European Communist Parties opens in East Berlin with strong 
statements of independence by Western Communist leaders 
 
July 29 – US government reports imminent Soviet deployment of SS-20 IRBM in western USSR 
 
August 2 – Romanian President Ceausescu in Moscow for talks on improving relations 
 
August 8 – Kissinger, in Tehran, promises continued military sales to Iran and signs long-term 
trade agreement 
 
September 9 – Chairman Mao-Tse-tung dies 
 
September 15 – Kissinger begins peace mission to southern Africa 
 
September 21 – Cuba announces withdrawal of 3,000 troops from Angola 
 
October 8 – USSR and Angola sign treaty of friendship and cooperation during visit of President 
Neto to Moscow 
 
October 12 – Hua Huo-feng becomes Chairman of Chinese Communist Party 
 
October 18 – Ford establishes commission to monitor compliance with Helsinki CSCE 
agreement 

 
November 2 – Jimmy Carter wins US presidential election 
 
November 15 – No change in Yugoslav-USSR relations reported after visit by Brezhnev to 
Belgrade 
 
November 16 – President-elect Carter says SALT is first foreign policy priority; Brezhnev 
welcomes the statement (November 29) 
 
November 22 – USSR and Romania agree on closer political and economic coordination after 
visit by Brezhnev 
 
December 19 – Soviet dissident Vladimir Bukovsky released to the West and Chilean 
Communist leader Luis Corvalan flown to Moscow 
 
 

1977 
 
 
January 6 – “Charter 77” manifesto in support of human rights , signed by over 300 prominent  
Czechs, appears in Western press  
 
January 20 – Jimmy Carter is inaugurated President 
 
January 14-17 – Czech government arrests at least 16 dissidents  
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January 25 – Secretary of State Vance announces US will cut aid to Argentina, Uruguay and 
Ethiopia for human rights violations 

 
January 26 – the US accuses Czechoslovakia of violating the Helsinki agreement 
 
February 3 – Lt. Col. Mengistu seizes power in Ethiopia in palace coup 
 
February 10 – Yuri Orlov, leading Soviet dissident, arrested by KGB 
 
February 17 – Andrei Sakharov receives letter from President Carter 
 
March 2 – Leaders of French, Italian, and Spanish Communist parties meet in Madrid and 
reaffirm importance of full application of Helsinki Agreement  
 
March 16 – In India’s general election Janata Party wins absolute majority. Mrs Gandhi resigns 
(March 22). Morarji Desai named Prime Minister (March 24) 
 
March 27 – Afghan President Sadar Mohammed Daud forms civilian cabinet, ending more than 
3 years of military rule 
 
March 30 – Brezhnev rejects US proposals for new strategic arms-control agreement after talks 
with Secretary of State Vance in Moscow 
 
March 31 – USSR and Mozambique sign friendship treaty in Maputo 
 
April 4 – Cuban premier Castro in Moscow to report on his tour of African and Arab countries 
 
April 24 – Ethiopia announces closure of US facilities 
 
April 25-27 – Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko in New Delhi, signs agreements on increased 
financial aid 
 
May 4-6 – Lt-Col Mengistu, Ethiopia’s head of state, in Moscow. Ethiopia and USSR sign a 
series of cooperation pacts 
 
May 5 – For the first time in 30 years, Italian Christian Democrat and Communist leaders jointly 
plan program for next Italian government 
 
May 9 – French Communist Party accepts the principle of France’s nuclear defense 
 
June 30 – Carter halts production of B-1 bomber, citing cruise missile as equally effective, less 
costly alternative 

 
July 7 – The US announces that it has tested a neutron bomb 
 
July 12 – Carter announces plans to keep neutron bomb as a US options, but final decision on 
production and deployment not yet made 
 
July 17 – Heavy fighting reported near Dire Dawa in Ogaden region between Western Somali 
Liberation Front and Ethiopian troops 
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June 26 – Spanish Communist Party tells the Soviet Union to stop interfering in its affairs, 
following Soviet attacks on Party Secretary Carrillo and “Eurocommunism” 
 
July 19 – Teng Hsiao-ping regains positions as Chinese Politburo member, First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Chief of Staff of Armed Forces 
 
August 3 – Carter affirms US commitment to use nuclear weapons if NATO is attacked 
 
August 11 – US and Iran end 3-day talks on proposed agreement on peaceful uses of atomic 
energy and possible Iranian purchase of 8 nuclear reactors 
 
September 2 – USSR and Ethiopia sign a major arms agreement 
 
September 7 – US and Panama sign Panama Canal Treaties, which will transfer canal to Panama 
by the year 2000 
 
September 7 – Carter asks Congress to allow sale of AWACS to Iran 
 
October 6 – Secretary of Defense Brown announces approval of full development funds for MX 
missile 
 
October 6-16 – US Defense Secretary Brown visits NATO countries. Discusses neutron bomb in 
Italy. Attends Nuclear Planning Group meeting, but NATO fails to agree on neutron bomb, 
declaring it militarily useful but politically sensitive 
 
October 21-26 – Desai in Moscow, despite his election pledge to scrap USSR-India peace treaty. 
Joint declaration emphasizes closer relations and long term Soviet economic aid to India 
 
November 13 – Somalia announces renunciation of 1974 Treaty of Friendship with the USSR; 
expels Cubans and Soviet use of military facilities is withdrawn (November 17) 
 
November 24 – USSR begins large-scale airlift of men and arms to Ethiopia to supplement 
shipments by sea 
 
December 17 – US intelligence sources claim USSR is deploying the new mobile SS-20 IRBM 
against Chinese targets 
 
December 29 – National Security Advisor Brzezinski announces that USSR has deployed SS-20 
against Western Europe 
 
December 29 – Carter begins a 9-day trip to Poland, Iran, Saudi Arabia, France, and Belgium 
 
December 30 – Italian Prime Minister Andreotti rejects Communist pressure for emergency 
government with Communist participation 
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1978 
 

 
January 5 – At NATO summit Carter pledges 8, 000 more US troops for Europe within 18 
months 

 
January 8 – Brzezinski declares that Cambodia-Vietnam border war is “proxy war” between 
USSR and China 
 
January 10 – In Nicaragua, the assassination of the leader of the opposition Democratic 
Liberation Union, Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, triggers general strike 
 
January 23 – Brezhnev writes a letter to the heads of the government of the NATO countries 
warning them not to deploy the neutron bomb 
 
January 27 – USSR deploys over 300 new SS-20 missiles near Polish border 
 
January 27 – The demonstrations in Nicaragua demand for President Somoza’s resignation  
 
February 7 – Ethiopia launches attack in the Ogaden 
 
February 27 – Nicaraguan opposition demonstrators clash with National Guard; ten killed 
 
March 8 – Belgrade CSCE Review Conference ends after 6 months with impasse over human 
rights; decides to meet again in November 1980 
 
March 11 – President Pinochet of Chile ends 4 ½  years of martial law 
 
March 15 – Somalia withdraws from the Ogaden 
 
March 16 – Italian Prime Minister Aldo Moro kidnapped by leftist “Red Brigade” guerillas 
 
March 20 – Political opposition in Iran calls general strikes. Violence follows in several cities 
(March 31) 
 
April 7 – President Carter defers production of enhanced radiation warheads (neutron bomb) 
 
April 18 – Leading dissident General Pyotr Grigorenko exiled; goes to the US 

 
April 12-13 –Talks between Carter and Romanian president Nicolae Ceausescu at the White 
House.  They agree on the expansion of commercial relations 
 
April 20 – NATO’s Nuclear Planning Group agrees to modernization of tactical nuclear weapons 
and to retain option of introducing neutron warheads into Europe 
 
April 27 – Military coup overthrows Afghan President Daoud; pro-Soviet government installed 
 
May 9 – Italian premier Moro found murdered in central Rome 
 
May 18 – Leading dissident Yuri Orlov sentenced to 12 years in prison for anti-Soviet acts 
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June 6 – In Iran, general strike called to protest against death of anti-Shah demonstrators 
 
July 9 – Carter Administration cancels high-level US scientific mission to Moscow and orders 
review of all cooperative agreements with the USSR in response to dissident trials in Moscow 
 
July 13-14 – Dissidents Ginzburg and Shcharansky sentenced to 8 and 13 years hard labor 
respectively for anti-Soviet activities and espionage 
 
July 19 – Leaders of Nicaraguan Broad Opposition Front call another general strike protesting at 
Somoza regime’s policies 
 
July 25 – Yugoslav President Tito criticizes Soviet-backed Cuban intervention in Africa 
 
August 4 – Vance leaves for Egypt and Israel to try to revive peace talks. Egypt and Israel agree 
to US-mediated peace talks at Camp Davis in September (August 8) 
 
August 9 – Libya establishes diplomatic relations with China 
 
August 12 – Shah of Iran declares martial law in four more cities as violent demonstrations 
continue 
 
August 26 – Sandinista guerrillas fail in attempt to take over National Palace in Nicaragua 
 
September 5-17 – Begin, Sadat and Carter meet at Camp David. Summit concludes with 
“framework for peace in the Middle East” 
 
September 6 – Iranian government bans all opposition rallies; under martial law, a series of 
arrests in clampdown on opposition groups (September 12) 
 
September 13 – In Nicaragua, Somoza invokes martial law; then accepts multi-national 
mediation scheme (September 30) 
 
October 3 – USSR signs agreement to supply Libya with nuclear power complex, research center 
and laboratories 
 
October 12 – Egypt and Israel open peace negotiations in Washington 
 
October 25-31 – In Iran two major universities closed, demonstrations in 13 urban centers, over 
half public work force on strike 
 
October 27 – Sadat and Begin awarded Nobel Peace Prize 
 
November 2 – To press Somoza into concession, the IMF, upon US request, delays loan to 
Nicaragua 
 
November 5 – Major anti-Shah demonstrations in Tehran 
 
November 19 – Brezhnev warns US against intervention in Iran 
 
November 20 – Ethiopia and USSR sign Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation 
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December 5 – Common Market nations, except Britain, agree to European Monetary System 
 
December 6 – Afghan President Taraki signs friendship treaty with USSR at the end of 2-day 
meeting in Moscow 
 
December 7 – Somoza lifts martial law, grants general amnesty, abolishes strident censorship but 
opposition refuses to meet him 
 
December 15 – Carter announces full normalization of relations with China to begin on January 
1st, 1979; formal diplomatic relations with Taiwan will end then, and security treaty will lapse 
after one year. 
 
December 30 – Shah of Iran designates Shahpour Bakhtiar Prime Minister of new civilian 
government 

 
 

1979 
 
 
January 1 – Formal diplomatic ties established between China and USA 
 
January 4 – Four-day US-British-French-German summit opens in Guadeloupe 
 
January 10 – Over 10, 000 Nicaraguans peacefully protest against government, calling for fall of 
President Somoza 
 
January 13-14 – US flies 14, 000 troops to Europe to test ability to reinforce NATO in a crisis 
 
January 16 –  As protests against the Shah of Iran and his regime intensify, the Shah is forced to 
flee the country 
 
January 28-31 – Deng Xiaoping visits the US 
 
February 1 – Khomeini returns to Iran after 14 years, invited by the anti-Shah revolutionaries  
 
February 17 – Chinese troops invade Vietnam 
 
February 20 – Sandinista guerrillas open offensive against Somoza regime 
 
February 22 – Over 100 killed on the Iran-Iraq border in clashes between Kurds and supporters 
of new government in Tehran 
 
March 5 – China announces the beginning of the withdrawal from Vietnam 
 
March 7 – France lifts 3-month veto on the start of the European Monetary System 
 
March 19 – Cease-fire reached between Kurds and Tehran government 
 
March 26 – Begin and Sadat sign peace treaty in Washington 
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April 1 – Khomeini announces an Islamic Republic after 18 million vote for it in a referendum 
 
April 26 – US completes military withdrawal from Taiwan 
 
May 18 – China breaks off peace talks with Vietnam after 5th meeting 
 
June 1 – Heavy fighting reported in Nicaragua 
 
June 5 – West German Chancellor Schmidt holds wide-ranging talks with Carter in Washington 
before Vienna Summit 
 
June 18 – Brezhnev and Carter sign SALT II Treaty in Vienna 
 
July 16 – President Bakr of Iraq resigns, replaced by Saddam Hussein, Vice President of 
Revolutionary Command Council 
 
July 17 – President Somoza flees the country 
 
August 2 – Brezhnev and Ceausescu discuss foreign policy differences in the Crimea  
 
September 6 – US announces no “toleration” of Soviet combat troops in Cuba 
 
September 10 – President Neto of Angola dies. Jose Eduardo dos Santos announced as acting 
president (September 20) 
 
September 16 – Afghan President Taraki overthrown by Amin. Taraki’s death announced later 
 
October 6 – Brezhnev announces unilateral withdraw of 1,000 tanks and 20,000 troops from the 
GDR 
 
October 18 – US sends carrier Midway and 6 other ships to the Indian Ocean in repose to Middle 
East tension 
 
October 22 – Shah of Iran arrives in US for surgery  
 
November 28 – Aircraft carrier Forrestal sails to Mediterranean to strengthen US presence in the 
Middle East. Kitty Hawk, with 5 warships, joined Midway in the Arabian Sea 
 
November 4 – The Iran hostage crisis begins as Muslim students seize US Embassy in Tehran. 
The hostage crisis lasts for 444 days during which the US government applied strong economic 
and diplomatic pressure on Iran. The crisis ends on January 20, 1981. 
 
December 6 – US Senate announces there will be no debate on SALT II Treaty before 1980 

 
December 12 – NATO adopts dual track decision to develop intermediate range missiles while, at 
the same time, negotiating for their demise 
 
December 12 – Carter proposes 5% real increase in defense budget for 1981 
 
December 15 – Shah of Iran leaves US for exile in Panama 
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December 17 – US Defense Department team in Saudi Arabia to discuss possible American use 
of bases there. It also visits Kenya, Oman and Somalia 

   
December 25 – Soviet Union invades Afghanistan and installs a new government. Hafizullah 
Amin is overthrown at the request of Babrak Karmal, who then replaces him 
 
December 30 – Sadat announces Egypt will provide military facilities for American troops to 
defend Arab countries in the Gulf 
 
 

1980 
 
 
January 3 – After Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, President Carter asks Senate to delay debating 
SALT II Treaty 
 
January 4 – Carter announces that US grain ordered by the USSR will not be delivered in protest 
at Soviet intervention in Afghanistan 
 
January 20 – Carter gives the USSR until Feb. 29th to withdraw troops from Afghanistan, or US 
will boycott Moscow Olympics  
 
January 22 – Leading dissident and Nobel Peace Prize winner Andrei Sakhrov sent to internal 
exile  
 
January 23 – In State of the Union message, Carter declares that if US interests in the Gulf are 
threatened “such an assault will be repelled by use of any means necessary, including military 
force” 
 
January 30 – Proposed meeting of West German Chancellor Schmidt and East German President 
Honecker postponed in wake of Afghanistan invasion 
 
February 4 – Brzezinski holds talks in Riyadh with Prince Fahd on Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan 
 
February 5 – President and Chancellor Schmidt, meeting in Paris, condemn Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan 
 
February 15 – European Parliament calls for boycott of 1980 Olympics; urges they be held on 
“agreed international territory” 
 
February 18 – Gromyko says USSR will agree to talks on reducing nuclear arms in Europe if 
NATO repeals decision to deploy US missiles in Europe 
 
February 20 – Carter’s deadline for Soviet troop withdrawal from Afghanistan passes unheeded; 
US will boycott Moscow Olympics 
 
February 29 – Chinese Communist Party Central Committee strengthens the power of Vice 
Chairman Deng Xiaoping  
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March 30 – US and Turkey sign Defense Cooperation Agreement which assures continued US 
use of military bases 
 
April 2 – Pentagon confirms American personnel to be stationed in Oman, Kenya, and Somalia 
as part of build-up in Indian Ocean 
 
April 25 – US reports failure of attempt by special military force to rescue hostages from Iran; 
Carter accepts full responsibility, Vance resigns in disagreement (April 28) 
 
April 29 – Senator Edmund Muskie named Secretary of State 
 
May 4 – Yugoslav leader Tito dies; succeeded by collective leadership 
 
May 14 – US begins withdrawing 1,000 outdated nuclear warheads from Europe according to 
December 1979 NATO decision 
 
May 16 – Secretary of State Muskie meeting with Soviet Foreign Minister in Vienna. First high-
level contact between US and USSR since invasion of Afghanistan 
 
May 18 – Portugal readmitted to NATO’s Nuclear Planning Group (from which it had been 
excluded in 1979 because of Communist influence in the government) 
 
May 18 – China successfully tests first intercontinental missile 
 
May 22 – EEC trade embargo against Iran goes into effect 
 
June 20 – Iraqi elects first Parliament since 1958; President Saddam Hussein’s Arab Ba’ath Party 
wins control 
 
June 26 – President Giscard confirms France has tested neutron bomb and decided in principle to 
acquire it 
 
June 27 – South Africa acknowledges its troops are in Angola; UN Security Council demands 
immediate withdrawal  
 
July 1 – Chancellor Schmidt, after meeting with Brezhnev, says he has made progress towards 
negotiations on medium-range missiles in Europe 
 
July 18 – Strikers blockage railway station in Lubin as unrest spreads in Poland, following 
introduction of higher meat prices 
 
July 19 – The Moscow Olympics open with 81 countries attending, and 62 boycotting the games 
 
July 27 – Former Shah of Iran dies in Cairo 
 
August 14 – Polish radio and television admits strikes are occurring throughout Poland 
 
August 20 – OAU Committee recognizes Ogaden region as integral part of Ethiopia 
 
August 22 – US and Somalia sign agreement giving US access to Somali port and airfield at 
Berbera 
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August 24 – Emergency meeting of Polish Communist Party Central Committee 
 
August 27 – Tass says anti-socialist forces trying to subvert socialist system in Poland 
 
August 31 – Lech Walesa and Deputy Prime Minister Jagielski sign agreement allowing workers 
to set up their own trade unions and giving them the right to strike 
 
September 6 – Polish Communist Party Central Committee replaces Gierek with Stanislav Kania 
as party leader 
 
September 7 – Carter agrees to talk with USSR on medium-range nuclear weapons in Europe 
 
September 9 – Preparatory session for the second CSCE Review Conference opens in Madrid 
 
September 10 – Clashes along disputed border between Iran and Iraq 
 
September 23 – Iraqi forces invade Iran at four points 
 
September 24 – Polish independent labor organizers present charter of their movement, 
Solidarity, to the Warsaw district court seeking legal recognition for first free trade unions in 
Soviet bloc 
 
September 30 – Khomeini rejects any compromise with Iraq 
 
October 16 – US and Soviet delegations begin preliminary talks on limiting nuclear forces in 
Europe 
 
October 21 – Mikhail Gorbachev, aged 49, elected to Politburo 
 
October 22 – China and US sign multi-billion-dollar agreement for Chinese grain purchases over 
next 4 years 
 
November 4 – Ronald Reagan elected President of the United States 
 
November 11 – Col. Mengistu and Soviet leaders describe planned US bases in Horn of Africa as 
threat to peace 
 
November 20 – Trial of “Gang of Four” begins in Peking 
 
December 2 – East Germany closes areas along Polish border 
 
December 4-5 – An emergency meeting of Warsaw Pact party secretaries reaches, or confirms, a 
decision not to intervene militarily in Poland but to allow Polish Communist Party leadership 
another chance to restore full communist authority  

 
December 16 – President-elect Reagan nominates Gen. Alexander Haig to be his Secretary of 
State  
 
December 18 – Former Premier Kosygin dies 

 12



1981 
 
 
January  1 – President Carter extends US embargo on grain sales to USSR for another 12 months 
 
January 1 – Greece becomes tenth member of EEC 
 
January 6 – Iran accepts Algeria as guarantor of agreement to release American hostages. 
Hostages released and reach Algiers ( January 20) 
 
January 20 – Reagan inaugurated as 40th President of the United States 
 
January 21 – After release of American hostages, European governments and Japan lift the trade 
embargo imposed on Iran 
 
January 29 – Reagan calls SALT II Treaty unacceptable and says future arms limitation 
agreements should be based on actual reduction in number of nuclear warheads 
 
February 8 – US State Department announces first large-scale sale of defensive military 
equipment to Somalia 
  
February 18 – Reagan’s budget proposes a $7.2 billion rise in military spending 
 
February 28 – At Soviet Party Congress, Brezhnev proposes meeting with Reagan and “active 
dialogue” to ease US-Soviet relations 
 
March 10 – Walesa holds first meeting with Jaruzelski 
 
March 31 – US confirms in Brussels commitment to resumption of arms control talks with USSR 
and delegates discuss prospects for US-USSR agreement on reduction of TNF in Europe  
 
April 1 – US ends financial aid to Nicaragua because of links with Salvadorean rebels 
 
April 3 – Solidarity publishes first issue of its own weekly newspaper 
 
April 3 – Reagan expresses to Brezhnev concern over situation in Poland 
 
April 8 – China’s leader Deng Xiaoping offers India unconditional talks on restorations of good 
relations  
 
April 10 – Nicaragua announces signing of agreement for technological, cultural and economic 
cooperation with Libya  
 
April 23-24 – Soviet Politburo member Suslov in Warsaw for talks with Polish Communist 
leaders 
 
April 24 – Calling it unfair to US farmers, Reagan lifts the grain embargo on the USSR 
 
April 26 – Pradva, for the first time, attacks “revisionist” elements in Polish Communist Party 
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April 27 – Libyan leader Gaddafi in Moscow for talks with Brezhnev. USSR reported 
disappointed at his refusal to grant military bases in Libya 
 
April 27-31 – Marshal Ogarkov, chief of Soviet armed forces, visits New Delhi 
 
May 4-5 – At NATO Foreign Ministers meeting in Rome, US says it will resume negotiations 
with USSR on limitation of nuclear weapons in Europe by end of 1981 
 
May 6 – US, accusing Libya of supporting international terrorism, closes Libyan embassy 
 
May 6 – USSR to give 29,000 tons of wheat to Nicaragua 
 
May 13 – In Rome, Pope John Paul II is shot by Mehmet Ali-Agca 
 
May 26 – West German Bundestag approves 1979 NATO LRTNF decision 
 
June 14 – Haig visits Beijing and announces US decision to sell arms to China (June 16) 
 
June 20 – In Hamburg, 100,000 protest nuclear policies 
 
June 21 – Chancellor Schmidt reaffirms West Germany’s willingness to deploy US missiles 
 
June 26-28 – On official visit to India by China’s Foreign Minister Huang Hua, India and China 
agree to try to normalize relations 
 
June 28 – Pradva denounces US-Chinese military cooperation 
 
July 13 – Mozambique announces it will join COMECON 
 
July 30 – House of Representatives approves resolution warning Moscow and Polish authorities 
against the use of force 
 
July 30 – Angola announces that South African forces have invaded, penetrating 90 miles into 
Angolan territory 
 
July 30 – Britain agrees to allow US to station B-52 bombers on Diego Garcia 
 
August 8 – Reagan orders full production of neutron bomb to be stockpiled in US 
 
August 14 – Polish leader Kania and Prime Minister Jaruzelski meet Brezhnev and other Soviet 
leaders 
 
August 25 – Angola announces general mobilization; US vetos UN Security Council Resolution 
condemning South Africa (August 31) 
 
September 23 – Haig and Gromyko meet in New York; talks on nuclear weapons in Europe will 
begin 30 November in Geneva 
 
October 2 – Reagan authorizes building of 100 MX ICBM and the new B-1 bomber 
 
October 2 – In Poland, Walesa re-elected chairman of Solidarity 
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October 6 – Egypt’s President Sadat is assassinated. Vice-President Mubarak elected (October 
13) 
 
November 14 – Operation Bright Star 82, designed to test US Rapid Deployment Force, starts 
with joint US-Egyptian military exercise 
 
November 18 – Reagan presents “Zero Option” plan as negotiating position for Geneva talks  
 
November 20 – West Germany and USSR sign natural gas pipeline agreement 
 
November 21 – In Amsterdam, 400,000 people protest deployment of nuclear missiles in Europe 
 
November 23-25 – Brezhnev holds talks with Schmidt in Bonn; offers to unilaterally reduce the 
number of nuclear weapons in European USSR 
 
November 30 – US-USSR talks on reduction of nuclear weapons in Europe begin in Geneva 
  
December 13 – USSR welcomes Poland’s decision to impose martial law 
 
December 14 – Following Poland’s imposition of martial law, US suspends food aid 
 
 

1982 
 
 
January 5-6 – On visit to Washington, Schmidt agrees on a forceful alliance response to Polish 
crisis  
 
January 21 – Angolan delegation visits Moscow and stresses loyalty to the USSR and hostility to 
the US 
 
January 25 – Polish parliament ratifies martial law decree of 13 December, 1981 
 
January 26 – Haig and Gromyko meet in Geneva, but differences over Poland prevent positive 
results 
 
February 2 – In Geneva, US submits a draft arms treaty to carry out “Zero Option” proposal 

 
February 5 – Great Britain imposes sanctions against Poland and the USSR.  It is the first 
European NATO state to do so 
 
February 9 – CSCE resumes in Madrid 

 
February 9 – The Soviet Union publishes its position on the Geneva talks.  It claims a balance of 
intermediate missiles deployed in Europe at 1,000 per side, including British and French forces 
 
February 18 – The EEC Commission rejects US demands for cancellations of planned gas 
pipeline from the USSR to Western Europe 
 
March 2 – At the end of 2-day visit to Moscow, Jaruzelski is assured of Soviet support 
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March 16 – Brezhnev announces unilateral freeze on Soviet deployment of SS-20 missiles in 
Europe, and threatens NATO with “retaliatory steps” if it proceeds with its plans; NATO Defense 
Ministers meeting in Colorado Springs: reject freeze offer, agree that INF deployment should 
proceed as planned (March 24) 
 
March 28 – Iraqi President Hussein calls for cease-fire with Iran 
 
April 1 – Panama takes control of Panama canal on the basis of 1978 US-Panama Treaties 

 
April 6 – Haig claims that if the US renounces the first use of nuclear weapons, it would give a 
free hand to an aggression committed by conventional forces in Europe.  Therefore, the West 
should maintain the same amount of forces in Europe as the Soviets and their allies 

 
April 17 – Brezhnev offers a summit to Reagan 
 
April 25 – Israel completes withdrawal from Sinai and returns it to Egypt 
 
May 5-9 – US Vice President Bush visits Beijing for 4 days of talks with Chinese leaders, but no 
solution to Taiwan’s arms sale problem is found 
 
May 10 – Nicaragua and USSR sign aid package covering 5 years 
 
May 14 – Reagan rejects the revival of SALT II 
 
May 30 – Spain becomes the 16th member of NATO 
 
June 2 – Reagan arrives in Paris on 10-day visit to 5 European countries 
 
June 5 – Demonstrations against nuclear weapons in Paris, Rome and London (June 6) 
 
June 12 – 800, 000 join demonstration in New York in support of Freeze Movement 
 
June 18 – According to US intelligence, USSR conducts first successful test of “killer satellite” 
 
June 20 – Iraq announces decision to withdraw invasion force from Iranian territory; Khomeini 
says Iran will continue the war  
 
June 29 – In Geneva, START are convened  
 
July 5 – Somalia claims Ethiopian troops and tanks are invading its territory; US begins airlift of 
military equipment to Somalia (July 25) 
 
July 25 – Angola rejects proposals for simultaneous withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola 
and South African forces from Namibia 
 
July 13 – Iran invades Iraq 
 
June 25 – Haig resigns in protest at shifts in US foreign policy; George Shultz is nominated to 
post 
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June 29 – START negotiations open in Geneva 
 
July 30 – Reagan extends sale of US wheat and corn to USSR for another year 
 
August 15 – Somalia declares a state of emergency along the Ogaden border 
 
August 17 – In a joint communiqué, issued in Washington and Beijing, the US promises it will 
“reduce gradually” its arms sales to Taiwan 
 
August 22 – Shultz refuses to ease sanctions against the Soviet gas pipeline until martial law is 
relaxed in Poland 
 
September 1-11 – Chinese Communist Party holds 12th Party Congress establishing moderate 
line  
 
October 1 – Helmut Kohl elected Chancellor in West Germany 
 
October 3-22 – In Beijing, USSR and China hold first high-level official talks in almost 3 years, 
with no sign of progress 
 
November 2 – The Reagan Administration admits CIA is providing aid and training for guerrilla 
groups attacking Nicaragua from Honduras  

 
November 10 – Brezhnev dies and is replaced by Iurii Andropov  
 
November 13 – Reagan lifts sanctions over the Soviet gas pipeline as part of a broad East-West 
agreement between US and its European allies 
 
November 19 – After 3 failures, a Pershing II missile is successfully launched 
 
November 29 – UN General Assembly votes again that Soviet troops withdraw from Afghanistan 
 
November 30 – In Brussels, NATO Defense Ministers pledge to begin deploying American 
missiles by the end of 1983 “in absence of concrete arms control agreement” 
 
December 1 – Reagan begins 5-day 4-nation Latin American tour 
 
December 15 – In Chile, over 200 people are arrested in biggest anti-government demonstrations 
of the Pinochet regime 
 
December 17 – Iran elects assembly of experts to chose a successor to Khomeini 
 
December 23 – India and Pakistan sign 5-year pact to strengthen economic and cultural ties 
 
December 30 – In Poland, martial law is officially suspended 
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1983 
 
 
January 2 – France refuses to include its nuclear forces in INF talks; Britain does the same 
 
January 7 – Heavy fighting reported in South-East Angola between army and UNITA guerrillas 
 
January 25 – USSR agrees to UN talks on Afghanistan  
 
January 27 – For the first time, Tass reports that 100,000 Soviet troops are fighting in 
Afghanistan 
 
February 2-4 – Secretary of State Shultz in Beijing agrees to discuss defense issues 
 
February 8 – Iran launches big offensive in Iran-Iraq border area 
 
March 8 – Reagan denounces Soviet Union as an “evil empire” 
 
March 23 – Reagan outlines his Strategic Defense Initiative, or "Star Wars,” and is accused by 
the Soviets of violating the 1972 Antiballistic Missile Treaty 
 
March 30 – Reagan announces new INF proposal for “interim agreement” involving equal Soviet 
warheads worldwide; Soviets rejects proposal (April 2) 
 
April 1-3 – More than 500,000 demonstrate in West Germany against NATO missile deployment 
 
May 4 – Nicaragua claims invasion by 1,900 rebels 
 
May 16 – In Moscow, Andropov and Angolan President Dos Santos sign new arms agreement 
 
May 26 – Iran rejects Iraqi proposal to sign a peace agreement under UN auspices  
 
May 28-30 – Leaders of 7 leading industrial nations meet in Williamsburg to discuss economic 
and security problems 
 
June 10 – US special envoy to Central America talks with Nicaragua Sandinista leaders 
 
June 16-23 – Pope John Paul II visits Poland, denounces martial law and on the last day secretly 
meets with Walesa 

 
July 22 – Poland lifts martial law after 19 months 
 
July 30 – Soviet Defense Minister Ustinov warns that the USSR will take counter measures if US 
missiles are deployed in Europe 
 
August 9-11 – American delegation holds talks in Moscow on ways of improving the “hot line” 
 
August 11 – At least 17 killed in Chile’s fourth national day of protest 
 
August 25 – US and USSR sign 5 year grain agreement 
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August 26 – Andropov offers to destroy all SS-20 missiles over the number of British and French 
missiles if US does not deploy new missiles in Europe; US rejects the offer (September 20) 
 
August 29-31 – Secretary Shultz visits India 
 
September 1 – South Korean Boeing 747 airliner shot down by Soviet air force; Gromyko insists 
airliner was spying for the US 
 
September 25 – Secretary of Defense Weinberger has talks in Beijing 
 
October 5 – Lech Walesa awarded 1982 Nobel Peace Prize 
 
October 11 – Chinese Foreign Minister visits Washington 
 
October 22 – Well over 1 million take part in anti-nuclear demonstrations in West Germany, 
Britain and Italy  
 
November 9 – UNITA guerrillas admit shooting down Angola airliner, killing all on board 
 
November 14 – First US cruise missile delivered to British base 
 
November 22 – West German Bundestag votes in favor of Pershing II deployment; first missiles 
arrive the following day  
 
November 23 – USSR walks out of INF talks after US missiles arrive in Germany 

 
December 8 – Soviets suspend START negotiations 
 
 

1984 
 
 
January 1 – EEC and EFTA abolish almost all remaining tariffs between them and become 
world’s largest free-trade area for industrial goods 
 
January 6 – UN Security Council condemns South African military attacks on Angola 
 
January 10 – Chinese Premier Zhao Ziyang visits Washington and has talks with Reagan 
 
January 17 – 35-nation Conference on Confidence and Security-Building Measures and 
Disarmament in Europe (CSDE) opens in Stockholm  
 
January 25 – US intelligence reports deployment of SS-22s to East Germany 
 
February 9 – Iurii Andropov dies and is replaced by Konstantin U. Chernenko 
 
February 10 – China and USSR agree to increase trade by nearly 60% 
 
February 13 – Iran launches new offensive against Iraq 
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February 16 – South Africa and Angola meet for the first time in tripartite session with US and 
agree to form joint commission to monitor cease-fire in southern Angola 
 
February 28 – Russian troops launch major offensive in Afghanistan’s Panyshir Valley, marking 
end of a year long cease-fire 
 
March 5 – Soviet Defense Minister Ustinov visiting India agrees to sell more advanced weapons 
systems 
 
March 17 – Angolan President Dos Santos visits Cuba for talks on withdrawal of Cuban troops  
 
March 22 – In Washington, French President Mitterand and Reagan discuss need to reopen East-
West arms control talks 
 
March 26 – UN report accuses Iraq of using chemical weapons against Iran 
 
April 3 – Italian Defense Minister Spadolini announces first 16 cruise missiles are operational at 
Comiso, Sicily 
 
April 5 – France offers to help Nicaragua clear its ports, allegedly mined by CIA 
 
April 9 – Nicaragua charges US in Court with illegal operations 
 
April 19 – Egypt and USSR agree to resume diplomatic relations after a 3-year break 
 
April 25 – Angola and South Africa hold talks in Lusaka on troops withdrawal 
 
April 26 – Reagan arrives in China for his first Presidential visit to a Communist nation 
 
May 8 – The Soviet Union officially withdraws from the Los Angeles Olympic Games 
 
June 1 – Dutch government announces it will accept cruise missile deployment in 1988 if USSR 
continues deploying SS-20s; Dutch Parliament approves government plan ( June 14) 
 
June 20 – President Mitterand arrives in Moscow for a 3-day visit 
 
July 21 – Polish government announces amnesty for 652 political prisoners 
 
July 17 – US and USSR agree to expand the “hot line” link 
 
July 26 – Castro calls from improvement of US-Cuba relations 
 
September 28 – Gromiko-Reagan talks  in Washington 
 
October 2 – At UN, Nicaragua accuses US of planning invasion 
 
October 27 – Western European Union’s  “Declaration of Rome” 
 
October 31 – Assassination of Indira Gandhi; her son Rajiv is appointed Prime Minister 
 
November 6 – Reagan re-elected with 59% of the total vote 
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November 6 – Chilean President Pinochet orders “state of siege” after series of guerrilla attacks 
 
November 9 – NATO’s Defense Planning Council approves FOFA concept 
 
November 26 – US and Iraq resume full diplomatic relations after 17 years 
 
December 19 – US Defense Secretary Weinberger disparages differences within NATO over 
SDI; British Premier Thatcher, in talks with Reagan in Washington, expresses support for 
research phase of SDI (December 22)  

 
 
 

1985 
 
January 7 – Shultz-Gromyko talks in Geneva on arms control 
 
January 10 – Daniel Ortega inaugurated President of Nicaragua 
 
January 21 – Reagan stresses his commitment to the SDI program 
 
February 4 – Reagan requests a tripling of the military budget to support SDI “Star Wars” 
 
February 10 – King Fahd of Saudi Arabia visits the US 
 
February 21 – USSR signs agreement with IAEA to open Soviet nuclear plants to international 
inspection for first time 
 
March 3 – West German Foreign Minister makes 2-day visit to Moscow to discuss arms control 
 
March 10 – French Foreign Minister in Moscow to discuss arms control 
 
March 11 – Soviet President Chernenko dies; Mikhail Gorbachev is named Chairman of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
 
March 11 – Iraqi planes attach Tehran for the first time 
 
March 14 – Belgium government decides to deploy initially 16 of the 48 cruise missiles that it is 
expected to receive  
 
March 26 – Weinburger invites 17 countries to join US in SDI research program 
 
April 1 – Iraq continues bombing Iranian cities 
 
April 4 – Reagan calls for 60-day cease fire and negotiations between Nicaragua and the 
“contras” 
 
April 7 – Gorbachev declares a definitive stop to missile deployment in Europe 
 
April 17 – French government, in initiative code-named Eureka, proposes European 
collaboration on wide range high technology research  
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April 18 – South African forces withdraw from the region of southern Angola occupied for 5 
years 
 
April 18 – Reagan agrees to a compromise whereby assistance to Nicaraguan rebels would be for 
non-military purposes only  
 
April 26 – Warsaw Pact Treaty renewed for another 30 years  
 
April 30 – Angola signs Lomé convention with EEC 
 
May 1 – Reagan arrives in West Germany; attends 7-nation economic summit in Bonn (May 3) 
 
May 7 – CSCE opens in Toronto to review compliance with human rights pledges of 1975 
Helsinki Accords 
 
May 14 – Shultz-Gromyko talks in Vienna 
 
May 17 – India signs agreement with US permitting transfer of US high technology 
 
June 11 – US Senate votes to repeal 1976 Clark Amendment prohibiting aid to Angola; House of 
Representatives votes repeal on July 10 
 
July 9 – Chinese Vice Premier Yao Yilin visits the USSR; signs 5-year agreement to increase 
Sino-Soviet trade 
 
June 10 – Reagan announces US will adhere to unratified SALT II Treaty  
 
June 12 – Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi makes first official visit to US 
 
June 12 – Spain and Portugal enter EEC 
 
June 14 – Saddam Hussein announces 15-day halt to air raids  
 
July 21 – President Li Xiannian of China makes 10-day visit to US 
 
June 22 – Vice President Bush’s European tour to clarify US policy on SDI 
 
July 17 – Eureka project formally launched in Paris 
 
August 2 – West Germany, Britain and Italy sign agreement to develop new European fighter 
aircraft 
 
August 25 – Opposition groups in Chile jointly call for an end to state of emergency and direct 
presidential and parliamentary elections 
 
September 9 – EEC intergovernmental conference begins discussion in Luxemburg on reform of 
Treaty of Rome 
 
September 13 – US successfully conducts first ASAT test against orbiting target  
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October 2 – Gorbachev’s official visit to France 
 
October 10 – First Soviet parliamentary delegation to visit China in 20 years arrives in Beijing 
 
October 29 – NATO Defense Ministers endorse US summit negotiating position on arms control 
and SDI 

 
October 30 – Reagan says US would share SDI research with others, including USSR 
 
November 1 – Holland agrees to deployment of US cruise missiles 
 
November 4 – Shultz in Moscow to prepare Reagan-Gorbachev summit in Geneva 

 
November 18-21 – First summit meeting between Reagan and Gorbachev takes place in Geneva; 
they agree to accelerate arms reduction talks 
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