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Introduction and Translations significant first months of the conflict. (Un-Vasilevsky on February 23 (document #4)
fortunately, some key materials from thisupports accounts given by former DPRK
by Kathryn Weathersby period, particularly the months immediatelymilitary officers that Stalin began taking

preceding the war, have not yet becomsteps to strengthen the North Korean mili-

In the previous issue of the Cold Waavailable; for key documents from mid-Septary forces even before Kim Il Sung’s secret
International History Proje&ulletin(Issue temberto mid-October 1950, covering eventsip to Moscow in April, by appointing Ma-
5, Spring 1995 pp. 1, 2-9), | described th&om the Inchon landing to China’s decisiorjor-General Vasiliev, a Hero of the Soviet
collection of high-level documents on thdo intervene in the war, see the article bynion and section chief for War Experience
Korean War that Russian President Borislexandre Y. Mansourov elsewhere in thisAnalysis in the Soviet General Staff, to re-
Yeltsin presented to President Kim Youngssue of the CWIHBUlletin) It then offers place Shtykov as principal military adviser
Sam of South Korea in June 1994. | alsa more selective sample of documents frono the Korean People’'s Army (KPA).
presented translations of six key documengpring 1951 through the end of the war, From Shtykov's telegram to Foreign
from that collection that illuminate the decifocusing primarily on Stalin’s approach toMinister Andrei Vyshinsky on February 7
sion-making behind the outbreak of fullthe armistice negotiations. Asthe reader wildocument #2), we see how closely Stalin
scale war in Korea in June 1950. Since thauickly discover, these documents of highsupervised events in North Korea, deciding
publication of the Spring 19%ulletin, the level decision-making within the Soviet gov-whether the DPRK could issue a bond, form
base of documentary evidence on the K@rnment and within the Moscow-Beijing-an additional three infantry divisions, con-
rean War has been enriched even more Byongyang alliance shed lighton many quesene the Supreme People’s Assembly, or
the release of virtually the entire collectioriions about the Korean War, the Sino-Sovietend textile workers to the Soviet Union for
of high-level documents on the war declaslliance, Soviet relations with North Koreatraining. Documents #5-9 indicate the rea-
sified by the Presidential Archive in Mos-(the Democratic People’s Republic of Koson why the highly nationalistic Korean
cow, which numbers approximately 1,200ea, or DPRK), Soviet attitudes toward theommunists allowed such interference in
pages. Through ajoint project of the Centddnited States, and the making of Sovieteir country’s affairs. As | discussed in the
for Korean Research of Columbia Univerforeign policy in general in the last years opreviousBulletin, prior to the Korean War,
sity and the Cold War International HistoryStalin’s life. In this brief commentary | will North Korea was dependent on the Soviet
Project, these documents are now availablleerefore not attempt to provide a close exdnion for the substantial quantities of goods
to all interested researchérs. amination of these documents, as | have Bnd the broad range of expertise needed to

The Presidential Archive (known offi- two previousBulletin articles (and a related construct a new socialist state out of an
cially as the Archive of the President, Rusarticle inThe Journal of American-East Asianabruptly truncated portion of the former
sian Federation, or APRF) is the repositorRelation3.2 Instead, | will point out some of Japanese empire. From 1945-1950, the only
to which, during the Soviet era, the Kremlirthe most important questions these neplace to which the DPRK could turn for this
leadership sentits most sensitive records fepurces address, provide additional baclsupportwas the Soviet Union. Though many
safekeeping and ready access. Its holdingsound information drawn from my researctNorth Korean communists had close ties to
are therefore more selective than those of other Soviet archives, and offer som¢he Chinese communist party, the latter was
the archives of the Soviet Foreign Ministrypreliminary conclusions. notin a position to aid its Korean comrades.
the Central Committee of the Communist The documents presented below begim early 1950, the new People’s Republic of
Party (CC CPSU), and the General Staff affhere the records published in the previouShina (PRC) government in Beijing led by
the Soviet Armed Forces, the other majdBulletinleft off, with Stalin’s telegram to the Mao Zedong was itself forced to turn to
repositories used by historians of the Col8ovietambassadorin Pyongyang on 30 JanMoscow for economic and military aid. As
War. The release of a large portion of thary 1950 informing Kim Il Sung that he documents#11 and#13indicate, inthe spring
APRF’s documents on the Korean War corwould “assist” him in the matter of reunify- of 1950 Mao Zedong and Kim Il Sung were
sequently provides a critical addition tdng Korea by military means. Document #Dboth interested in the possibility of develop-
available evidence on the high-level decireveals that Kim Il Sung and Soviet Ambasing wider trade and closer communications
sions and deliberations of the communistador T.F. Shtykov interpreted Stalin’s meshbetween the PRC and the DPRK. Close
side during this pivotal conflict. sage as approval to plan an offensive careconomic and military ties between

This article presents translations of angaign against South Korea. The North KoPyongyang and Beijing developed after the
commentary on a sizable portion of thisean leader received Stalin’s telegram witiChinese entered the Korean War; they were
recently-released APRF collection on thégreat satisfaction” and informed Shtykovnot in place prior to October 1930.
Korean War. It begins with most of thethat he would begin preparations for a meet- At Stalin’s insistence, after secretly re-
released documents covering February 1945y with Stalin at which the details of theceiving the Sovietleader’s conditional green
through January 1951, providing a closeampaign would be worked out. Shtykov’dight for an attack against South Korea dur-
look at the Soviet role in Korea during theelegram to Soviet Defense Minister A.M.ing a secret summit in Moscow in April (for
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which records still, alas, remain unavailprescribed in the General Staff's plan, and Stalin’s rather rude message to Mao
able), Kim Il Sung traveled to Beijing inthat Soviet advisers participated in recorZedong on July 8 (document#21) appears to
May 1950 in order to secure Mao Zedong'saissance and in planning the operation ave been a further attempt to prod the
approval for the planned offensive. Docuthe divisional level. However, Soviet advis-Chinese to move toward entering the war.
ments #11 and #13 show that in his discugrs were apparently withdrawn from theStalin was also quite brusque in his message
sions with Kim Il Sung, Mao Zedong wasfront line before the attack began, with negae Mao on July 13, indicating that he had not
considerably less worried about the possiive consequences for the efficiency of thbeen informed whether the Chinese had de-
bility of military conflict with the United operation. This accords with Khrushchev'sided to deploy troops on the Korean border
States than was the Soviet leadership, argecollection that Stalin pulled back Sovietnd offering again to provide air cover. He
ing that “the Americans will not enter a thirdadvisers from the front at the last minute, owtlso informed Beijing that he intended to
world war for such a small territory.” It alsoof fear that they might be taken prisoner antdlain Chinese pilots in two to three months
appears that in May 1950 Kim Il Sungthus expose Soviet participation in the opand to transfer the necessary equipment to
perhaps to counter the oppressive Sovietation® them, presumably for use in Korea. On
influence in North Korea, took a tentative  Consistent with his withdrawal of So-August 27, Stalin informed PRC Foreign
step toward the strategy he later used stet advisers from the front, Stalin’s querieMinister Zhou Enlai (document #26) that he
extensively of playing China and the Sovieto Shtykov on July 1 (document #15) indiwould send 38 air force and air defense
Union against one another. He reported tate that he was agitated and nervous abaecialists to China. These advisers and the
Soviet Ambassador Shtykov that he had #he situation in Korea following the Ameri-large amounts of equipment that accompa-
firstintended to ask Mao forammunition forcan entry into the war. Shtykov's replynied them were the first installment of what
the Korean troops that had recently beefdocument #16) cautiously raises the quesecame massive Soviet supportin construct-
transferred from China to North Koreationthat was atthe root of the Soviet leadering an air force for the PRC, a process which
(whose weapons were of Japanese amdxiety, namely the possibility that a disaseontinued throughout the Korean War.
American manufacture rather than Sovieter in Korea might draw Soviet troops into  Stalin’'s message to Kim Il Sung on 28
but he decided not to raise the issue after atipmbat against American armed forcesAugust 1950 (document #27) is particularly
since he was informed that the KPA ha&htykov reports that Kim Il Sung and Northrevealing of the Soviet leader’s approach to
sufficientammunition. Furthermore, he hadorean Foreign Minister Pak Hon Yongthe difficult situation created by American
no other requests to make of Mao “since allinderstand the difficulties for Korea elic-entry into the Korean War. While North
his requests were satisfied in Moscow anied by the entrance of the Americans int&orea was suffering saturation bombing by
the necessary and sufficient assistance wtee war” and “are taking the necessary me@merican planes, Stalin exhorted Kim ||
given him there.” sures to stabilize human and material re&Sung to take courage from the example of
Shtykov’s telegram to Vyshinsky onsources,” though some in the DPRK leadethe Red Army’s triumph against great odds
May 12 (document #13), reveals that beforghip were inquiring about possible Soviein the civil war of 1918-20 and the great war
departing Pyongyang the following day forentry into the war. against Germany of 1941-45. He offered to
Beijing, Kim Il Sung reported to Shtykov We see that as early as the first week send additional aircraft for the small North
that he had ordered the chief of the generadlily, Stalin began the strategy toward thKorean air force, but did not suggest sending
staff to prepare his forces for the militarywar in Korea that he was to continue for th&oviet air force units or ground forces.
operation against the South and that he wishesimainder of the conflict. In order to avoidAvoiding military confrontation with the
to begin the operation in June, though he dicbmmitting Soviet troops to fight the Ameri-United States remained the Soviet leader’s
not know if they would be ready by thencans in Korea, he encouraged the Chinefaremost concern.
Unfortunately, the documents from the Presleadership to take steps toward entering the Stalin’s difficult and dramatic negotia-
dential Archive in Moscow are quite sparsevar should the tide of battle turn against théons with the Chinese leadership in October
for the crucial period of April-June 1950 anddPRK. Chen Jian revealed in his recert950 over the entry of Chinese armed forces
prospects for gaining access to those recortisok’ that the Chinese leadership decideihito the war in Korea is the subject of a
inthe near future are notencouragiigany on July 7 and 10 to send troops to the Koreaeparate article in this issue by Alexandre
important questions about how the Nortlborderto prepare for possible interventioniMansourov. | have therefore omitted those
Korean offensive was planned thus remailorea; discussion about sending troops tdocuments from this selection, but will point
obscure. However, a British Broadcastinglorea thus began well before the UN adeut that the terms of Chinese entry—that the
Corporation documentary team that convance into North Korea in early OctoberPRC would provide troops, the USSR mate-
ducted research onthe Korean Warin Russitalin’s telegram to the Soviet ambassadoiel and advisers, and China would pay the
in 1994 has discovered a revealing report an Beijing on July 5 (document #18) reveal$Soviet Union for all military supplies—en-
the preparations for the attack and the firgshat in advance of those mid-July meetinggiendered considerable bitterness on the part
day of the operation. Written by Shtykowthe Beijing leadership consulted with Stalirof the Chinese leadership. Stalin’s approach
and addressed to the head of the specatout the proposed troop transfer. Stalito the armistice negotiations, which will be
Soviet military mission sent to North Koreainformed PRC Foreign Minister Zhou Enlaidiscussed below, and hisinsistence on timely
to oversee the operation, this report (docwn July 5 that he approved of the plan anand high payments for military supplies to
ment #14) reveals that troop concentratioalso promised to try to provide air cover folChina during the Korean War, thus consti-
was carried out from June 12 to June 23, #ise Chinese troops. tuted an important cause of the eventual
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collapse of the Sino-Soviet alliance. Mao, S.E. Zakharov, reported on 2 Novem- These documents corroborate the im-
Resuming the story in late October 195(Qer 1950 (document #35) on the results of thression produced by recently-disclosed
document #31, the Politburo decision of 2§irst day of combat between Soviet andChinese sources that Mao Zedong and Peng
October 1950, suggests that the Soviet lealmerican pilots. Zakharov's report alsoDehuai played the central role in operational
ership worried that the United States mighteveals that Korean pilots were still flying inplanning during the Korean War (e.g. docu-
use the war in Korea as a pretext for rearnNovember 1950, from bases in Manchiia,ments #50, 54-57). They kept Stalin in-
ing Japan. Stalin’s continued fear of @nd that American planes were bombing aformed of the military situation and of pro-
resurgent Japan may seem surprising, buttises in Manchuria as well as targets iposed operations and asked his advice when-
1947 the U.S. military had considered reNorth Korea. ever a question of the “international situa-
arming Japanto buttress the forces available Soviet air force units in Korea proved tation” was involved, such as in planning the
along the Soviet Pacific border, a movée highly effective against American bomb-=fourth operation"—a possible offensive—
vigorously opposed by the Soviet represemrs and fighter plané$. On 15 November in late January 1951 (document #56) or in
tative to the Far Eastern Commission. Fud950 (document #38), Mao expressed higeneral strategic planningin early June 1951
thermore, two weeks after the North Koreaappreciation to Stalin for the heroism of th€documents #66, 67). The documents also
attack on South Korea, U.S. Gen. DouglaSoviet pilots guarding the Yalu crossingsteveal that Stalin offered advice on military
MacArthur ordered the Japanese prime minvho had shot down 23 American planes iplanning whenever he wished, such as on 5
ister to create a “National Police Reservethe previous 12 days. Mao’s message alsane 1951 (document #65), and that he inter-
of 75,000 men, some of whom were, in facteveals that Stalin reinforced Soviet air supsened more often and more directly with the
deployed to Korea. (At the same timeportby sendingadditional MiG-15’sto Chinacommand of North Korean troops than with
analogous moves toward constituting a Weahd creating a command apparatus for the dive Chinese (documents #19, 58, 59, 61).
German military contribution to the West-corps. Over the next few months Soviet air ~ While the Chinese leadership had pri-
ern alliance were stepped up.) We have riorce involvement in Korea grew to quitemary responsibility for managing the battle-
record of Japanese participation in the battlssibstantial proportiorst Nonetheless, Stalin field, the Soviet leadership played the cen-
referred to in the Soviet statement citedontinued to attemptto minimize the damaggal role in formulating diplomatic strategy
here, but forty-six minesweepers with 1,200 Soviet interests that might ensue from thior the communist side during the war. We
Japanese military personnel were dispatch@desence of Soviet pilots in Korea by ordersee that in November and December 1950
to the eastern coast of North Korea betweéng the Soviet Air Force to train Chinesehe Soviet Foreign Ministry advised Zhou
2 October and 10 December 1950, to clegilots as quickly as possible so that thefnlai regarding the best approach to take to
the way for an amphibious assault by UNould be sentto the frontto replace Soviet aihe question of Chinese participation in the
forces8 Japanese participation never besrews (documents #68, 74, 76). UN Security Council (document#37) and to
came a major issue during the Korean War, Inadditionto providing air cover againsta response to American proposals declaring
either militarily or diplomatically, but it American planes alongthe Korean-Manchuchinaan aggressorin Korea (document#46).
does appear that one of Stalin’s reasons foan border, the Soviet Union also played th&vhen UN representatives asked Chinese
taking the risks associated with a Nortleritical role of providing military supplies representatives in New York in December
Korean offensive against South Korea waand advisers for the Chinese and North Kat950 to inform them under what conditions
to eliminate the possibility that a resurgemtean war effort. In this selection of docu-China would accept a cease-fire in Korea,
Japan would be able to use southern Koreaents | have included the requests for sughou Enlai reported to Stalin his proposed
as a beachhead for an attack on the Sovites and advisers from November 195@rms and asked for the opinion of the Soviet
Union. (This argument also animateshrough February 1951 (documents #36, 3government before responding (document
Stalin’s arguments to Mao in early Octobed0, 41, 42, 43, 44, 53, 62, 64), and then hav&!8).
1950 in favor of Chinese entry into the walimited the selection to only a few such  Stalin’'s reply to Zhou and the Politburo
to save the North Korean regime; see docvequests for the remainder of the war (docwdirective the same day to UN Ambassador
ments accompanying Alexandrements #72, 73, 91, 92, 106, 111). | shouldlyshinsky suggest that the success of the
Mansourov’s article.) emphasize, however, that Chinese and Nor@hinese People’s Volunteers in turning back
Despite Stalin’s concern to avoid direcKorean requests for supplies and advisetee American advance in November 1950
military conflict with the United States, heconstituted a large part of Stalin’s corresporsharply altered Stalin’s approach to the war.
finally agreed to provide air cover for Chi-dence with Mao Zedong and Kim Il SungOn December 7 the Politburo informed
nese ground troops crossing into Koreauntil his death in March 1953. It is interestVyshinsky (document #47) that his draft
Given the intensity of American bombing,ing to note that Stalin himself negotiategproposal for a cease-fire in Korea was “in-
Chinese troops could hardly have enteragith Mao and Kim over the amounts of thecorrectin the present situation, when Ameri-
the war without such cover and they did notarious supplies that would be delivered, thean troops are suffering defeat and when the
have the means to provide it for themselveschedule of delivery, and the terms of payAmericans are more and more often advanc-
On 1 November 1950, Soviet air force unitsnent. Stalin’s personal attention to the supng a proposal about the cessation of military
first engaged American planes in air battlegly issue probably reflects the severity of thactivity in Korea in order to win time and
over the Yalu River bridge that was théourden this role placed on Soviet productioprevent the complete defeat of the American
route for Chinese People’s Volunteers (CPWapacity, which was still rebuilding from thetroops.” With the unexpected and undoubt-
entering Korea. Stalin’s military envoy todevastation of World War Il. edly welcome sight of the supposedly fear-
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some American armed forces retreating beaent wanted peace and wanted a peacefyrieater need to conclude an armistice, the
fore the troops of his junior ally, Stalinsolution of the Korean question—at the eai€hinese and North Koreans should “con-
ordered Vyshinsky to propose instead ternmigst possible moment” and advised the Unitetinue to pursue a hard line, not showing haste
that the Americans would surely reject. IrBtates “to get in touch with the North Kore-and not displaying interest in a rapid end to
the same vein, Stalin replied to Zhou (docuans and the Chinese Communists in thithe negotiations” (document #95).
ment#49) that it was not yet time “for Chinamatter.23 A few days later Kim Il Sung and The evidence presented below suggests
to show all its cards, while Seoul is still notGao Gang, a Chinese leader with close tiestioat as the fighting dragged on through 1952,
liberated,” and advised him to adopt théhe Soviet Union, wentto Moscow to discusthe North Koreans became increasingly de-
more cunning strategy of requesting US artthe situation with Stalin (documents #67, 69sirous of ending the war (documents #102,
UN opinions on conditions for an armistice72). Mao Zedong considered it advisable t@06). The Chinese approach to the war,
When the UN group presented its proposalpen negotiations with the UN commandowever, seems to have been contradictory.
on 11 January 1951, Zhou again turned toecause for the next two months the Chine€gn the one hand, Mao Zedong was clearly
Stalin for “advice and consultation” (docu-and North Koreans would have to occupy anxious to avoid undermining the prestige of
ment #52), and in accordance with Stalin’'defensive position (documents #73, 74, 76)he PRC by accepting unfavorable armistice
recommendation the PRC rejected the UNthe Chinese and North Korean forces coulterms (document #108). As Zhou Enlai
proposal. avoid facing an enemy offensive during thigxplained to Stalin in a conversation in
Stalin’s telegram to Mao Zedong on eriod, by August they would be strongMoscow on 20 August 1952 (the transcript
June 1951 (document #65) reveals the nesnough to launch their own new offensive.of which is published elsewhere in this issue
attitude toward the war that Stalin adopted  Stalin agreed with Mao that armisticeof theBulletin), the Chinese leadership felt
after Chinese successes on the battlefietedgotiations were desirable at that time (seékat as a matter of principle it could not yield
removed the threat of an American advanaocument #69) and instructed Moscow’so the Americans on the issue of repatriation
toward Chinese and Soviet borders. Hambassador to the United Nations to take thed POWSs. Zhou also reported to Stalin that
informed Mao that he agreed that “the waappropriate initiativd4 This evidence sug- Mao believed that the war in Korea was
in Korea should not be speeded up, sincegests that the “hawks” within the Trumaradvantageous to China because it kept the
drawn out war, in the first place, gives thédministration who opposed opening negobnited States from preparing for a new world
possibility to the Chinese troops to studyiations in Korea on the grounds that thevar. Specifically, by fighting the Ameri-
contemporary warfare on the field of battleenemy was only trying to buy time to buildcans in Korea, China was helping to delay
andinthe second place shakes up the Trumam its forces were, in fact, correct. Fronthe next world war by 15-20 years. On the
regime in America and harms the militaryMao’s assessment of the condition of thether hand, however, Zhou stated toward the
prestige of Anglo-American troops.” WeChinese and North Korean troops in thend of this conversation that if America
have no record of Mao’s reaction to Stalin'summer of 1951, it appears that if the UNnakes some sort of compromise onthe POW
enthusiasm for this costly “learning experiforces had pushed their advantage in Jumesue, the communist side should accept it.
ence” for China and one may imagine thand July 1951, before the Chinese hadtimeto We need additional records from China
the Chinese leadership may have been ledig fortifications, they may well have ad-in order to determine more clearly the Chi-
enthusiastic about the massive casualtieanced the line of the front, and hence theese leadership’s thinking regarding the war
suffered in Korea, which ran to many huneventual border between the two Korea$n Korea during the long months of armistice
dreds of thousands by the end of the war. Atfter August 1951 the CPV and PLA werenegotiations. However, from an internal
the same time, however, Mao’s corresporsufficiently well dug in that the war remainedreport on the Korean War written by the
dence with Stalin indicates that the Chinese stalemate. Soviet Foreign Ministry in 1966 (published
leader was in fact willing to continue the  An examination of Chinese and Northin Issue 3 [Fall 1993] of th8ulletin), it
war until he obtained from the United StateKorean strategy during the armistice negaappears that by the time of Stalin’s death in
terms he considered acceptable. Russiiations, which lasted from July 1951 to JulyMarch 1953, Beijing was eager to bring the
records of Mao’s correspondence with Stalit953, is beyond the scope of this essawar to an end. According to this report,
thus lend support to Chen Jian's argumetiiough the Presidential Archive documentduring conversations held while Zhou Enlai
that Mao Zedong intervened in Korea priprovide extensive evidence on this subject.was in Moscow for Stalin’s funeral, the PRC
marily in order to reassert China’s place imill note only that it appears that while Macdforeign minister “urgently proposed that the
the international order and to revive revoluZedong opened negotiations in 1951 primé&soviet side assist the speeding up of an
tionary momentum within Chintg rily in order to buy time to reinforce hisarmistice.” As the tortuously worded USSR
Despite Stalin’s interest in continuingposition on the battlefield, his communica<Council of Ministers resolution of 19 March
the war in Korea, the serious losses suffereéidns with Stalin in July and August 19511953 (document #112) reveals, ending the
by Chinese and North Korean troops in the{documents #84-88) suggest that if he hadar in Korea was also a high priority for the
failed offensives of April and May 1951been able to secure satisfactory terms in tipost-Stalin leadership in Moscow; in the
forced the communist allies to consider opemegotiations, he may have been willing tanidst of the great anxiety and confusion
ing negotiations with the UN command. Orconclude an armistice. However, the docuellowing Stalin’s death, the new leadership
June 5 Soviet Ambassador to the UN Jacahents reveal that Stalin consistently took drafted and approved this major foreign
Malik informed the American diplomat “hard line” toward the negotiations, advisingpolicy decision in only two weeks. The
George F. Kennan that “the Soviet goverrMao that since the Americans had an evesvidence thus suggests that Stalin’s desire to
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continue the war in Korea was a major factaented below and the others from this colle¢iming of the attack. The North Korean leadership
in the prolongation of the war; immediatelytion published in this issue, the documeanE,fc’rmeOI Beljing about the military operation only on
hi h the th . ll | if h . ial hi une 27, after the KPA had already occupied Seoul. See
after his 'd'eat the three communist a |.edec assified by the Presidential Archive:pen jianChina's Road to the Korean War: The
took decisive steps to reach an armisticgreatly expand our knowledge of the Koreamaking of the Sino-American Confrontatigtew York:
agreement. War and of Soviet foreign policy in generalcolumbia University Press, 1994), 134. _
The timing of the Council of Ministers’ in the late Stalin years, particularly Sovief' Members of the Russian declassification committee
. . . . . . or Korean War documents have reported that further
resolution also suggests that it was Stalln‘tselathns W!th the New communist goVerNsecords regarding the preparations for the military of-
death rather than U.S. threats to use nuclement in China. It will be some time beforgensive against South Korea in the spring of 1950 are
weapons that finally brought a breakthrougthese new sources can be adequately amat in the Presidential Archive and have not been
i iati iati i ; cated.
in thﬁ arm|st|c1_e .neg'otlaltlons. Thdyzed :?md mtegratt;:d with rc]iocumentgry ang Khishehev recorded that when he asked Stalin
Elsen' ower Administration later assertedhemoir e\(ldence rom other countries. IRpout this “incomprehensible” order, the Soviet leader
that it finally broke the stalemate atthe meantime, readers may wish to consubiplied sharply: “It's too dangerous to keep our advisers
Panmunjom by virtue of its “unmistakablethe following recent publications using othethere. They might be taken prisoner. We don't want
warning” to Beijing that it would use nucleamew sources from China and Russia in ord%]er.e to be evidence for accusing us oftaking partin this
. S .. . . . usiness. It's Kim Il Sung’s affair.” See Nikita
weapons against China if an armistice wer® place this new evidence in a broadgfhshchev (Strobe Talbott, echrushchev Remem-
not reached—a claim that had great influeontext: Chen JiarChina’s Road to the pers(Boston: Little, Brown, and Co., 1970), 370.
ence on American strategic thinking afteKorean War: The Making of the Sino-Ameri7. Chen JianChina’s Road to the Korean Wat35-
195315 However, Eisenhower's threats tacan Confrontation(New York: Columbia 4% o . _

. . . . 8. See Meirion and Susie Harri€heathing the Sword:
use nuclear weapons were me}de in Malynlyer3|ty Press, 1994); Thomasrye pemilitarization of JaparfLondon: Hamish
1953, two months after the Soviet governChristensen, “Threats, Assurances, and thgmilton; Heinemann, 1989), 228-42.
ment resolved to bring the war to an end.ast Chance for Peace: The Lessons of MadsThis contradicts the widespread conclusion that the
The Russian documents thus provide impokorean War Telegrams|iternational Se- DPRK air force had been eliminated in the first weeks

. “ . . . ofthe war. DPRK air units ceased to operate over North
tgntnewewdenceforthe debate over“nucleaurity 17:1 (Summer 1992), 12?-54, Sergelorea after the first few weeks of the war, but it appears
diplomacy.”16 N. Goncharov, John W. Lewis and Xuérom thisreportthatatleasta portion of the air force was

The final two documents presented bekitai, Uncertain Partners: Stalin, Mao and withdrawn to Manchuria. For a discussion of the role of
low provide intriguing information about the Korean Wa¢Stanford: Stanford Univer- ¢ North Koreanaairforce, see, e.g., Max Hastinge,
, . . . wm - Korean War(New York: Simon and Schuster, 1987),
Mao Zedong's attitude toward the Korearsity Press, 1993); Michael Hunt, “Beijing,sg
War and the effect the war had on his reland the Korean Crisis, June 1950-June 19548. | am grateful to Mark O'Neill, who is writing a
tions with Moscow. In a discussion withPolitical Science Quarterlyl07: 3 (Fall dissertation on the Soviet air force in the Korean War
Soviet officials in Beijing on 28 July 19531992), 453-78; William Stueckhe Korean Pased on records from the General Staff archive, for
. . . assistance in interpreting the documents on military
(document #114), Mao was remarkably beWar, An International HistoryPrinceton: ggerations.
licose, speaking of the war as though it halrinceton University Press, 1995); and Zhang.. Gen. Georgii Lobov, who commanded the 64th
been a great victory for China. He eveishu GuangMao’s Military Romanticism: Fighter Aviation Corps in Korea, stated in an interview
commented that “from a purely militaryChina and the Korean War, 1950-1953" 1991 that approximately 70,000 Soviet pilots, tech-

. L . . . nicians and gunners served in the corps over the course
point of view it would not be bad to continug(Lawrence, KS: University of Kansas Pressy e war. %ee “Blank Spots in Histgry: In the Skies

to strike the Americans for approximatelyl995). Over North Korea,” JPRS Report, JPRS-UAC-91-004,
another year.” Mao may have been mainly p. 3. o

posturing before the Russians, part of a largerrhotocopies of these documents have been deposi g, Chen JiarChina’s Road to the Korean Wag11-
effort to redefine his relations with Moscowet the National Security Archive in Washington DC, 3" o141 10 Matthews, 5 June 1951, in U.S. Depart-

; [ :~tlocated in The Gelman Library (7th fl.), George Wash: . . .
following the death of Stalin; the SOVIe'[ington University, 2130 H St. NW, Washington, DCTMt of StateForeign Relations of the United States

documents need to be combined with thgyys7 (tel.: (202) 994-7000). The National Securit FRUS) 1951, vol. 7 (pt.1), pp. 507-511.

new Chinese sources before one can draséhive, a non-govermental organization devoted g oo, oy oy conny o /2 networkon
firm conclusions about Mao’s thinking. Itisfacilitating increased access to declassified records 92 James Shéply .“'How Dullés Averted Waife, 16

clear, however, as the excerpt from a convelfiernational refations, is open to all researchers. Cogz 1956 70.72: and Dwight D. Eisenhoiiée
. . . . ... _les of this collection will also be available at Columbla\N ) )
sation with the Soviet ambassador in Be”'nglniversity. hite House Years: Mandate for Change, 1953-1956

in April 1956 (document #115) suggestsz. “New Findings on the Korean War,” CWIHBRille- (fggrde“ City, NY: Doubleday and Co., 1963), 179-

that the Korean War profoundly affectedin 3 (Fall 1993), 1, 14-18; and “To Attack or Not 16 For discussion of the debate over the utility of
|ati b he PRC d th sSS ttack? Stalin, Kim Il Sung and the Prelude to War,”_ . .

relations between the and the U WIHP Bulletin 5 (Spring 1995), 1,2-9: and “The nuclear threats in the Korean War see Roger Dingman,

Stalin desperately wanted Mao Zedong tg L “Atomic Diplomacy During the Korean Warlfiterna-

oviet Role in the Early Phase of the Korean War: Ne\{v . -
; S . . ional Securityl 3:3 (Winter 1988/89),50-91; and Rose-
pull his chestnuts out of the fire in Korea, bubocumentary Evidence,The Journal of American- mary Foot, “Nuclear Coercion and the Ending of the

the PRC’s stunning success against the fdrast Asian Relatior&:4 (Winter 1993), 425-458. Korean Conflict,”International Securityl3:3 (Winter

midable American foe, combined With3: See Serge! N. Gonchgrov,_‘]ohn W. Lewis, and X 88/89), 92-112.
Litai, Uncertain Partners: Stalin, Mao and the Korean

Moscow’s t|ghtf|5t?dness toward' Its l"F!!y’War (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1993),
made the communist government in Beijingao.

much less willing to tolerate subsequent Although Kim Il Sung secured Mao’s approval
Soviet demands. before launching the attack on South Korea, he did not

K inform Mao of the specific plan for the invasion or the
As is apparent from the documents pre- P P
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NOTE ON TRANSLATION: Intranslating himself for the meeting. to Comrade Stalin with a request to use in
these documents | have retained the style of Regarding the question of deliveringl950 the credit the Soviet government had
the Russian texts, which in most cases is thead from Korea to the USSR, | read thallocated for 1951. With this credit they
cumbersome, indirect, bureaucratic prosgecond point of your order. Kim answeredvould like to buy in the Soviet Union arms
characteristic of official Soviet documentsthat he will take all necessary measures for the three infantry divisions they intend to
The telegrams from Mao Zedong to Stalin isecure the delivery to the USSR from Koreform. | answered that | will report this
1951 and 1952 are written in particularlyof the quantity of lead indicated by you. Heguestion to my government.

poor Russian; | have kept as much to theromised to work out all necessary measures 4. Kim Il Sung further communicated
original text as possible while still renderingegarding this question in the course of 10-1that they intend to call a session of the Su-

the prose intelligible. The numbers of thelays. preme People’s Assembly for February 25
ciphered telegrams are given when they are 31.1.50. [T.F.] SHTYKOV with the following agenda:
legible, but in many cases the “DECLASSI- 1. Regarding the budget for 1950. 2.

FIED” stamp obscured the number of th§Source: Archive of the President of theRegarding the criminal code. 3. Regarding
telegram. Personal names and place nanfegssian Federation (hereafter APRF), Listyhe results of the fulfillment of the national
are given in the standard English spellind23-124, Fond and Opis not given; andeconomic plan in 1949. They still do not
wherever possible; otherwise they are trangwchive of the Foreign Policy of the Russiamave a firm decision regarding whether to
literated from the Russian. An index ofFederation (hereafter AVPRF), Fond 059araise the three questions.

abbreviations and identifications of the mogDpis 5a, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 92-93] Kim Il Sung reported that he had com-
important persons mentioned are provided missioned Pak Hon Yong to write a request
after the documents. Dates are given in tie 7 February 1950, ciphered telegram, to the Soviet government about sending a
Russian manner: day, month, year. Note ddhtykov to Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei  group of textile workers to the Soviet Union
archival citations: Those documents that weidyshinsky re meeting with Kim Il Sung  in order to prepare them to work on the
provided by the Russian Government to Sovietequipmentthatis arriving. | answered
South Korea have a citation to the Russian  Ciphered telegram  Strictly secret thatas soon as | receive his letter | will report
Foreign Ministry archives (AVPRF) as wellCopies: Stalin, Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,it to my government.

as to the Russian Presidential Archiv&likoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, Vyshinsky, | ask your orders about what to answer

(APRF); both archives are located in Mos€opy. Kim Il Sung regarding the first three ques-

cow.—K.W. From Pyongyang, No. 4040. 10 hours 1l@ons raised by him [as reported] in this
minutes. 8.11.1950 telegram.

1. 31 January 1950, ciphered telegram, Special File 7.11.50 SHTYKOV

USSR Ambassador to the Democratic To Vyshinsky In the margins Stalin wrote “it is possible”

People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) T.F. On 4 February | had a meeting with Kimbeside points 1, 2 and 3, “we don't object”

Shtykov to Soviet leader Joseph Stalin re Il Sung at his request. During the meetingeside point 4 and “let him write it” beside
meeting with North Korean leader Kim Il Kim Il Sung raised the following questions:the last paragraph. He wrote a note at the top
Sung 1. Can they adopt a central committe& Malenkov to “give an answer today.”
decision aboutissuing a loan, about which he

Ciphered telegram  Strictly secret earlier asked my advice[?] They have alfSource: APRF, Listy 125-126, Fond and
From Pyongyang ready calculated the loan at 2 billion wonOpis not given; and AVPRF, Fond 059a,
To Comrade Stalin, I.V. They have already prepared an example of@pis 5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, Listy 145-146]

On 30 January | had a meeting wittbond. He asked agreement to send their
Comrade Kim Il Sung, in accordance wittrepresentatives to Moscow with draft bond8. 10 February 1950, ciphered telegram,
your order. After referring to the conversain order to formulate orders for these bondShtykov to Vyshinsky re meeting with
tion that took place on January 17 during theanswered that | had communicated Kim IKim Il Sung
lunch at [North Korean Foreign Minister]Sung’s request to Moscow, but had still not
Pak Hon Yong's, | relayed precisely thereceived an answer. Ciphered telegram  Strictly secret
contents of the first point of your orders. 2. Kim Il Sung asked my advice about = Copying prohibited

Kim Il Sung received my report with whether they can proceed toward formingrom Pyongyang
great satisfaction. Your agreement to rehree additional infantry divisions, so thaffo Vyshinsky
ceive him and your readiness to assist him the total number of the army will be brought  Today, February 10, | visited Kim ||
this matter made an especially strong into ten divisions. | answered that this questioBung and in accordance with your order
pression. Kim Il Sung, apparently wishings large and serious, that before adopting\erbally transmitted to him the answer to his
once more to reassure himself, asked medgcision you must think through whethequestions of February 4 of this year. Kim I
this means that it is possible to meet witlyou have the necessary material resourc&sing received my communication enthusi-
Comrade Stalin on this question. | answerddr this. | also need time to think through thisstically and several times asked me to com-
that from this communication it follows thatquestion before | give you advice on thisnunicate to Comrade Stalin his gratitude for
Comrade Stalin is ready to receive you. Kinmeasure. his assistance.
Il Sung further stated that he will prepare  3.Kim Il Sung asked meifhe canappeal | promised to present a letter to the
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government of the USSR within three day$Soviet Union this year: following:
concerning all the questions touched uponin 9 tons of gold — 53,662,900 rubles In connection with the agreement of the
your telegram. 40 tons of silver — 1,887,600 rubles Government of the USSR to allocate to Ko-
10/1I-50. SHTYKOV 15,000 tons of monazite concentrate —ea in 1950 a portion of the credit for 1951 in
79,500,000 rubles the amount of 70,700,000 rubles, the Gov-
[Source: APRF, List 129, Fond and Opisnot  In all a sum of 133,050,500 rubles.  ernment of the Korean People’s Demaocratic
given] Korea is interested in the soonest posRkepublic would like to acquire with this sum
sible receipt of the goods indicated in thisrms, ammunition and military-technical
4. 23 February 1950, ciphered telegram, application. equipment for the Korean People’s Army in
Shtykov to Maj. Gen. A.M. Vasilevsky, | ask you to inform the Soviet govern-the amounts indicated in the attached [list].
Head of Soviet Military Advisory Group  ment of our request. The Government of the Korean People’s
in DPRK Kim Il Sung Democratic Republic hopes that the Govern-

Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers ofment of the USSR, understanding well the

Ciphered telegram  Strictly Secret the Korean People’s Democratic Republic.heeds of the young Korean Republic, will

Copying prohibited 9.111.50 SHTYKOV complete the delivery of all the special goods
From Pyongyang in the shortest period.

To Vasilevsky, Copy to Vyshinsky. [Source: APRF, Listy 131-132, Fond and  Kim Il Sung

Lieutenant-General Vasiliev has arrivedOpis not given; and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers of
and has taken over the responsibility of mai@pis 5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, Listy 149-150] the Korean People’s Democratic Republic
military adviser of the Korean People’s A copy of the note was transmitted by
Army. He has familiarized himself with the6. 12 March 1950, ciphered telegram, me to the trade representative of the USSR in
position in the staff and units of the army. Vyshinsky to Soviet Ambassador in Korea. | will send the original note by

In connection with this | understandPyongyang (Shtykov) transmitting mes- diplomatic post. The arms and military equip-

that the functions of main military advisersage to Kim Il Sung mentindicated in the attached [list] will go to
are removed from me. the formation of 3 divisions.

| ask you to confirm. [handwritten] 16.111.50 SHTYKOV

23.11.50 SHTYKOV MID USSR Top Secret attached is a seven page list, divided into

Copying is Prohibited sections for artillery armaments, ammuni-

[Source: APRF, List 130, Fond and Opis not Ciphered telegram tion, [illegible], engineering equipment, mili-
given; and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5aJo Pyongyang tary-medical equipment, and military avia-
Delo 4, Papka 11, List 148] To Soviet Ambassador tion supplies.

Communicate to Kim Il Sung, in answer
5. 9 March 1950, ciphered telegram, to his letter of 10 February, that the SovigiSource: APRF, Listy 133-140, fond and
Shtykov to Vyshinsky transmitting note Government will satisfy the request of thepis not given]
from Kim Il Sung to Soviet Government governmentof the DPRK about usingin 1950
a portion of the credit for 1951 that was8. 18 March 1950, message, Stalin to Kim
Ciphered telegram  Strictly Secret allocated by the Soviet Union to Korea irll Sung (via Shtykov)

Copying is prohibited accordance with the Agreement of 17 March
From Pyongyang. 1949. PYONGYANG
To Vyshinsky. Telegraph the fulfillment. To SHTYKOV
| transmit the text of a note received fromthe  A. Vyshinsky Transmit to Kim Il Sung the following
chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers of the answer from Comrade Stalin:
DPRK: [Source: APRF, page 141, fond and opis not  “First. | received your communication
“The Cabinet of Ministers of the Ko- given] of March 4 about agreement to send the
rean People’s Democratic Republic reports indicated amount of lead to the Soviet Union.
to you about the following: 7. 16 March 1950, ciphered telegram, | thank you for the assistance. As concerns

In 1950 the Korean People’s Demo-Shtykov to Vyshinsky transmitting 14 the equipment and materials you request,
cratic Republic, in order to strengthen thélarch 1950 message from Kim Il Sung  and also the specialists in lead industry, the

people’s army and to fully equip it with Soviet Government has resolved to fully
arms, ammunition and technical equipment, Ciphered telegram  Strictly Secret satisfy your request.

asked the Soviet government to send to Copying is Prohibited Second. | have also received your pro-
Korea military-technical equipment in theFrom Pyongyang posal of 9 March about the delivery to you of
amount of 120-150 million rubles, in accor-To Vyshinsky. arms, ammunition and technical equipment
dance with an application made earliertothe | transmit the note we received on 14or the people’s army of Korea. The Soviet
Government of the USSR. March 1950 from the chairman of the Cabinegovernment has decided also to satisfy fully

The Korean People’s Democratic Reof Ministers of the DPRK, Kim Il Sung: this request of yours.
public correspondingly will deliver to the “I have the honor to inform you of the With respect I. STALIN”.
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transporting Kim and Pak to Moscow. Fosuch a plan for unification of Korea, then the
[Source: APRF, List 142, Fond and Opis nothis purpose | request a corresponding ordereeting with Kim Il Sung can be conducted
given] to apportion a plane. The designated plardficially.

should arrive in Pyongyang on March 29 of  Li Zhou-yuan has not given a concrete
9. 21 March 1950, ciphered telegram, this year. In case it is not possible to sendamswer to the question of the time and form
Shtykov to Vyshinsky re meeting with plane, the departure from Korea can be orgaf the meeting, referring to the fact that Kim
Kim Il Sung nized by naval transport from Seisin tdl Sungis presently undergoing medical treat-

Vladivostok. From Vladivostok to Moscow ment. [Ed. note: Kim was making a secret

Ciphered telegram  Strictly Secret [Kim and Pak can travel] by train in a speciavisit to Moscow.] Further, Mao said in the

Copying Prohibited car. conversation with Li Zhou-yuan that if a
From Pyongyang Kim intends to take with him to Moscowthird world war begins, Korea will not es-
To Vyshinsky. as an interpreter Mun Il, who was interpretecape participation in it, therefore the Korean

In accordance with your order on Marchduring the negotiations in Moscow, and th€eople’s Democratic Republic should pre-
20| had a meeting with Kim Il Sung, at whichpersonal adjutant of So Chen Diu, who wagare its armed forces.
[DPRK Foreign Minister] Pak Hon Yong also with him in Moscow in 1949. In the conversation with Li Zhou-yuan,
was present. During the meeting | transmit- | requestan order regarding whether itiMao Zedong expressed the wish to develop
ted to Kim the text of the telegram of Comnecessary for someone from the embassywoder trade between the Chinese People’s

rade Stalin. accompany Kim to Moscow. Republic and the DPRK.

During this meeting Kim asked me to | ask for corresponding orders. 2. Kim Ch’aek has reported that Kim
transmit to Comrade Stalin his request that 24.111.50 Shtykov Dar Sen, the leader of the partisan detach-
he, together with Pak Hon Yong, would like ments in the south of Korea whom the south-
have a meeting with Comrade Stalin at thESource: APRF, Listy 146-147, Fond ancern press and radio have repeatedly officially
beginning of April. Opis not given; and AVPRF, Fond 059areported as killed in battles with punitive

They want to make the trip to MoscowOpis 5a, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 96-97] units of the South Korean army, arrived in
and the meeting with Comrade Stalin unoffi- Pyongyang from South Korea on April 3.

cially, inthe manner as [itwas done] in 194511. 10 April 1950, ciphered telegram, So- Kim Dar Sen came to North Korea to report
Kim Il Sung said further that they areviet representative Aleksei Ignatieff in about the position of the partisan movement
completing the preparation of all material$yongyang Ignatiev to Vyshinsky in South Korea and to receive orders on this
for the trip and intend to raise the following guestion.
guestions atthe meeting with Comrade Stalin:  Ciphered telegram  Strictly Secret Kim Ch’aek asked me to transmit the
1. About the path and methods of unifi-  Copying Prohibited above indicated questions to Kim Il Sung
cation of the south and the north of thé&rom Pyongyang through Comrade Shtykov.
country. To Vyshinsky. 10.1V.50. [A.] IGNATIEV
2. About the prospects for the economic  The deputy chairman of the Cabinet of
development of the country. Ministers of the DPRK has reported to m¢Source: APRF, Listy 148-149, Fond and
3. Also possibly several party questionsabout the following: Opis not given; and AVPRF, Fond 059a,
| ask your order. 1. Areport to Kim Il Sung was receivedOpis 5a, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 98-99]
21.111.50 SHTYKOV from the ambassador of the DPRK in the
Chinese People’s Republic Li Zhou-yuan iri2. 25 April 1950, ciphered telegram,
[Source: APRF, Listy 143-144, Fond andvhich he reports about a meeting betwedgnatiev to Vyshinsky
Opis not given; and AVPRF, Fond 059aMao Zedong and Li Zhou-yuan that took
Opis 5a, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 94-95] place in Beijing at the end of March 1950. Ciphered telegram  Strictly Secret
Inthe conversation between Mao Zedong Copying Prohibited
10. 24 March 1950, ciphered telegram, and Li Zhou-yuan, at the initiative of theFrom Pyongyang
Shtykov to Vyshinsky re meeting with latter, the question of a meeting betweemo Vyshinsky.
Kim Il Sung Kim Il Sung and Mao Zedong was discussed. 25 April at 16:00 hours local time Kim
Mao Zedong responded positively tdl Sung and Pak Hon Yong arrived in Seisin
Ciphered telegram.  Strictly secret. the question of a meeting with Kim Il Sung(North Korean) from Voroshilov by plane.
From Pyongyang. and selected the end of April or the beginninBoth feel well.
To Vyshinsky. of May of this year as the approximate time 25.IV.50 IGNATIEV
On March 24 | visited Kim Il Sung and for this meeting.
communicated to him that Comrade Stalin Mao Zedong connected the proposefSource: APRF, List 150, fond and opis not
has agreed to receive him and [Foreign Mirmeeting with the question of the unificatiorgiven]
ister] Pak Hon Yong. of Korea, indicating in this regard that if
Kim Il Sung plans to leave Korea forthere is a concrete plan for the unification 013. 12 May 1950, ciphered telegram,
Moscow on March 30 of this year. | consideKorea, then the meeting should be organizeshtykov to Vyshinsky re meeting with
it advisable to arrange a special plane faecretly [not openly], but if there is not yeim Il Sung
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the Politburo).
Ciphered telegram  Strictly secret Kim Il Sung reported to me that they[Source: APRF, Listy 151-154, Fond and

Copying prohibited intend to discuss roughly the following ques©Opis not given; and AVPRF, Fond 059a,
From Pyongyang tions with Mao Zedong: Opis 5a, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 100-103]
To Vyshinsky 1. Toinform about their intentions about

At the request of Kim Il Sung, on May unifying the country by military means and tdEd. note: For the texts of an exchange of
12 | had a meeting with him and [Foreigrreport about the results of the discussions anessages between the Chinese leadership
Minister] Pak Hon Yong. During the con-this question in Moscow. and Stalin on 13-14 May 1950, during Kim Il
versation Kim Il Sung reported to me that 2. To exchange opinions on the questioBung’s secret visit to Beijing and concerning
upon his return from Moscow he received af the conclusion of a trade agreement béis plans to attack South Korea, see CWIHP
letter from Li Zhou-yuan (ambassador tdween Korea and China. He intends to prd3ulletin 4 (Fall 1994), 60-61.]

China), in which he reported about a meepose that they sign a trade agreement in the

ing that took place with Mao Zedong anchearest future, but that they sign an agre&4. 26 June 1950, top secret report on
[PRC Foreign Minister] Zhou Enlai. During ment about friendship after the unification ofmilitary situation by Shtykov to Comrade

this meeting the question of the necessity dfie country. Zakharov

a meeting between Kim Il Sung and Mao 3. To inform Mao about several ques-

Zedong was discussed. Zhou Enlai praions which were placed under discussion Top Secret

posed that the meeting have an official chawith Comrade Stalin in Moscow and about To Comrade Zakharov

acter. Mao, turning toward Li as if askingthe establishment of closer communications ([transmit] in person only)

when you intend to begin the unification obetween the Central Committee of the labor |reportaboutthe preparation and course
the country, without waiting for an answerparty of Korea and the communist party obf the military operations of the Korean
stated that if you intend to begin militaryChina. People’s Army.

operations against the south in the near fu- 4. Toexchange opinions onseveralques- The concentration of the People’s Army
ture, then they should not meet officially. Intions which interest both Korea and Chinan the region near the 38th parallel began on
such a case the trip should be unofficial. such as the electrical station at Suiho, Kordune 12 and was concluded on June 23, as

Mao Zedong added further that the unians who live in China and so forth. was prescribed in the plan of the General
fication of Korea by peaceful means is not  Kimfurther asked my advice, about whattaff. The redeployment of troops took place
possible, solely military means are requirefind of questions he should raise before Maio an orderly fashion, without incident.
to unify Korea. As regards the AmericansZedong from the point of view of assistance  The intelligence service of the enemy
there is no need to be afraid of them. Thia the intended operation. | declined to arprobably detected the troop redeployment,
Americans will not enter a third world warswer, stating that it is clearer to him, what hbut we managed to keep the plan and the time
for such a small territory. has insufficiencies in and what the Chinesef the beginning of troop operations secret.

Kim Il Sung reported further that sincecan help him with. Then Kim Il Sung an-  The planning of the operation at the
Li Zhou-yuan did not have a commissiorswered that he intended to ask for ammundlvisional level and the reconnaissance of
from the Central Committee to meet withtion for the Japanese and American arnihe area was carried out with the participa-
Mao Zedong and to discuss questions abowhich the divisions that arrived from Chination of Soviet advisers.
his meeting, i.e. Kim Il Sung’s, with Mao have and for some number of horses. How- All preparatory measures for the opera-
Zedong, they decided to summon Li Zhouever, after a conversation with the chief dfion were completed by June 24th. On June
yuan and give him corresponding rebukestaff of the army, who reported that they have4th divisional commanders were given or-
and instructions. more than 3 b.kboekomplekistandard load ders about “D”[day] and “H”[hour].

Li Zhou-yuan came to Pyongyang andf ammunition] of ammunition, he decided  The political order of the Minister of
on May 10 left for Beijing with correspond- not to raise these questions. He stated thatbefense was read to the troops, which ex-
ing commissions. doesn’t have more requests for Mao abogpiained that the South Korean army had

Today, May 12, Li Zhou-yuan reportedassistance, since all his requests were satgovoked a military attack by violating the
that he met with Mao Zedong, who agreed tfied in Moscow and the necessary and suffB8th parallel and that the government of the
the arrival of Kim Il Sung at the time indi- cient assistance was given him there. DPRK had given an order to the Korean
cated by him. Kim Il Sung reported thatthey ~ Kim Il Sung reported to me that withPeople’s Army to go over to the counterat-
intend to leave for Beijing in the morning ofregard to the question of the preparation ¢&ck.

May 13 and asked me if the plane coming fahe operation he had given all necessary or- The order to counter-attack was met
him will be ready by this time. | answeredders to the chief of the general staff, whavith great enthusiasm by the soldiers and
that the plane is ready. already has begun to implement them, thafficers of the Korean People’s Army.

Kim 1l Sung further reported that theyhis wish is to begin the operation in June, but  The troops went to their starting posi-
decided to go to China with Pak Hon Yonghe is still not convinced that they will managéions by 24:00 hours on June 24th. Military

that they have not discussed the question bfin this period. operations began at 4 hours 40 minutes local
a meeting with Mao Zedong in the Central 13 May at 5:20 local time Kim Il Sungtime. Artillery preparation was accompa-
Committee, that he has only spoken abouaind Pak Hon Yong flew to Beijing. nied in the course of 20-40 minutes by direct

this question with Kim Ch’aek (member of 12.V.50 SHTYKOV fire and a ten-minute artillery barrage. The
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infantry rose up and went on the attack itry Division, moving in the direction of Kosen, The first two days of military operations

good spirits. In the first three hours indi-or with the 3rd Infantry Division and the have shown the following:

vidual units and formations advanced from &nechanized brigade attacking through 1. The enemy is putting up resistance
to 5 kilometers. Sinyuri in the direction toward Geisif. and while fighting is retreating deep into the

The attack of the troops of the People’'s  Conclusions regarding the North. territory of South Korea, mass taking of
Army took the enemy completely by sur- It is necessary to note the followingprisoners from the South Korean army has
prise. substantial insufficiencies in the operationsot been noted.

The enemy put up strong resistance onlgf the People’s Army: 2. The South Korean puppet authorities
in the direction of Ongjin, Kaizin and Seoul. 1. With the beginning of military actions have begun to throw in troops from deep in
The enemy began to put up a more organizeahd the forward advance of units and formahe rear and are trying to halt the advance of
resistance after 12:00 on the first day. tions, staff communication was lost from togihe People’s Army.

On the first day of battle the following to bottom. The general staff of the People’s  3.Inthefirstday the attack of the People’s
towns were taken: Osin (Ongjin direction) Army already on the first day did not directArmy caused confusion in the South. The
Kaesong, Sinyuri—(map 1:1,000.000 pubthe battle, since it did not have firm commuSouth Korean authorities and the ambassa-
lished by the General Staff in 1943). nication with a single division. dor of the USA personally in their radio

In the Sunsen direction units of the P.A.  The commanders of units and formaspeeches called on the people of South Korea
[People’s Army] advanced 12 kilometers. tions are not trying to establish communicato stay calm. The staff of the South Korean

On the eastern coast [they advanced]t®ns with the senior staff, command postarmy is broadcasting false reports about the
kilometers. from combat level and higher change theuccesses of the South Korean army.

On the very first day the DPRK navysenior staff without permission, the General SHTYKOV
made two landings on the coast of the Sea Bfaff still has not established communicaNo. 358/sh
Japan. The first landing party was in théons with the brigade operating along th€6.6.50.

Korio area and consisted of two battalions adastern coast or with the 12th Infantry Divi-

naval infantry and around a thousand partsion. [Source: collection of Soviet military docu-

sans. The second landing group was in the 2. The command staff of the KPA doesnents obtained in 1994 by the British Broad-
region of Urutsyn and consisted of 600 pamot have battle experience, after the withcasting Corporation for a BBC TimeWatch
tisans. drawal of Soviet military advisers they orgadocumentary titled “Korea, Russia’s Secret

The landings took place at 5 hours 25ized the battle command poorly, they us&ar,”to be broadcastin the UK and the USA
minutes and were carried out successfullyartillery and tanks in battle badly and losén 1996]

The group of partisans took the city ocommunications.

Urutsyn and a number of districts adjoining 3. However, our military advisers notel5. 1 July 1950, ciphered telegram, Fyn-Si
it. great enthusiasm in the units of the KoreafStalin) to Soviet ambassador in

The landings were carried out with aPeople’s army and a general aspiration #8yongyang (Shtykov)
battle between warships of the People’s Armfplfill their allotted tasks.
and ships of the South Korean army. As a 4. The political mood among the peopl&th Department of the General Staff of the
result of the battle one Southern trawler waaf North Korea in relation to the beginning ofArmed Forces of the USSR
sunk and one was damaged. The DPRK flemstilitary operationsis characterized byagen- Ciphered Telegram No. 34691/sh.
had no losses. eral enthusiasm, by faith in the government  Pyongyang. Soviet Ambassador.

On June 26 troops of the People’s Armypf the DPRK and belief in the victory of the 1. You do not report anything about
continued the attack and, with fighting, adKorean People’s Army. what kind of plans the Korean command has.
vanced deep into the territory of South Ko- On 26 June KIM IL SUNG made anDoes it intend to push on? Or has it decided
rea. appeal to the Korean people in the name td stop the advance. In our opinion the attack

During June 26 (left to right) the Ongjinthe government of the DPRK, in which heabsolutely must continue and the sooner South
peninsula and Kaisin peninsula were condescribed the situation that has been creatidrea is liberated the less chance there is for
pletely cleared and units of the 6th divisiorin the country and laid out the tasks for thentervention.
made a forced crossing of the bay and toadefeat of the enemy and the unification of 2. Communicate also how the Korean
the populated pointin the direction of KimpoKorea. leaders regard the attacks on North Korean
airport. 5. The Command of the Korean People’territory by American planes. Are they not

In the Seoul direction, the 1st and 4ttArmy is taking measures to put right thdrightened or do they continue to hold firm[?]
divisions took the cities of Bunsan androop communications and the organization Does the Korean government intend to
Tongducheb and the 2nd division took thefthe battle command. To this end the Armynake an open statement of protest against the
provincial center Siunsen. Command Post has been moved to thettacks and the military intervention? In our

On the coast of the Sea of Japan thEepuges area. The War Minister, the chief afpinion, this should be done.
advance has continued. The port of Tubuithe General Staff and the main military ad- 4. [sic] We have decided to fulfill fully
has been taken. viser, along with a group of officers, will goby July 10 the Koreans’ requests for delivery

During the course of the day there hasut to the Command Post. of ammunition and other military equip-
been no communication with the 12th Infan-  Conclusions regarding the South. ment. Reportaboutthisto KIM IL SUNG.
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CHINA'S ROAD TO conflict, therefore, was seen as an essentiarmalization of Sino-American relations,
THE KOREAN WAR part of a life-and-death confrontation beand the declassification of new archival docy-
tween the Communists on the one hand amdentation. Building on Whiting’s thesis,
by Chen Jian the “free world” on the othék. scholars paid more attention to Chinese Com-

The North Korean invasion of the Southmunist Party (CCP) leaders’ concerns for
In October 1950, one year after thes viewed by President Harry Truman—an@hina’s national security as the decisivg
establishment of the People’s Republic afnany later students of the Korean War—factor underlying their decision to enter th¢
China (PRC), Mao Zedong and the Beijingepresented the first step in a general Cororean War. They generally argued thagt
leadership sent “Chinese People’s Volunmunist plot to “pass from subversion” toBeijing did not welcome the Korean War
teers” (CPV) to Koreato fight against United'armed invasion and war” in their scheme obecause China faced difficult tasks of eca
Nations forces moving rapidly toward theworld conquest.Correspondingly, Beijing’s nomic reconstruction and political consoli
Chinese-Korean border. Although China’€ntrance into the Korean War was regardethtion at home and gave priority to liberat}
intervention saved Kim Il Sung’s Northasan action subordinate to Moscow’s overaithg Nationalist-controlled Taiwan. Many of
Korean Communist regime from imminentCold War strategy. Scholars in the Wedhese scholars stressed that Beijing’s dedi
collapse, it was unable to fulfill the Beijingwidely believed that Beijing’s policy wassion to enter the Korean War was simply
leadership’s hopes of overwhelming the UNiggressive, violent, and irrational. reluctant reaction to the imminent threats t
forces. Therefore, when the Korean War In 1960, Allen S. Whiting published histhe physical security of Chinese territory
ended in July 1953, Korea'’s political madandmark studyChina Crosses the Yafu And while most scholars believed that thg
remained virtually unchanged, whilewhich has strongly influenced a whole genAmerican decision to cross the 38th paralld
America’s military intervention in Korea eration of scholars. Using Western intellitriggered China’s intervention, some specu
and China’s rushing into a conflict with thegence sources and Chinese journal and neveted that if UN forces had stopped at th
United States finally buried any hope for gaper information, Whiting argued that unparallel China would not have interverfed.
Sino-American accommodation, and thdike the Soviet Union, Communist China hadh large majority of Chinese scholars seem tb
Cold War in Asia entered a new stage chanot directly participated in the planning forshare these assumptions, as can be seen in
acterized by a total confrontation betweethe North Korean invasion of the SouthChinese publications on the “War to Resiqt
the PRC and the United States that wouldfter the outbreak of the Korean War, Whit-America and Assist Korea” that appeared ip
last nearly twenty years. ing believed, Beijing tried to terminate thethe 19808.
The newly established Chinese Comeonflictthrough political settlement,andonly  As a lecturer at Shanghai's East Chinpa
munist regime faced enormous problemafter the attempts for a political solutiorNormal University in the early 1980s and
during its first year, including achievingfailed in late August 1950 did Beijing beginthen during my pursuit of doctoral studies i
political consolidation, rebuilding a war-necessary military preparations in early Sepphe United States, | became increasingly
shattered economy, and finishing reunificatember. Whiting emphasized that after thmterested in the emergence of Sino-Amer
tion of the country. Why then did Maolnchon landing in mid-September, Beijingcan confrontation in the late 1940s and early
decide to assist North Korea in fighting dried through both public and private chan1950s. In my study | too believed in theg
coalition composed of nearly all the Westnels to prevent UN forces from crossing thetandard interpretation of China’s reasons
ern industrial powers? How was the deci38th parallel. Beijing entered the war onlyfor entering the Korean War. Not until
sion made? What were the immediate arafter all warnings had beenignored by Wasi:988-1990, when the work on my dissertg
long-range causes leading to Beijing’s decington and General Douglas MacArthur antion led me to fresh Chinese sources, did
sion to enter the Korean War? Finally, watherefore, in the Beijing leadership’s viewpegin to feel doubts. For example, to m
there any opportunity that might have prethe safety of the Chinese-Korean border wasirprise, | found that early in August 1950
vented the direct confrontation between theeverely menaced. Whiting thus concludechore than one month before the Inchop
PRC and the United States? More than forthat Beijing’s management of the Koreamanding, Mao Zedong and the Beijing lead
years after the end of the Korean Warrisis was based primarily on the Chinesership had been inclined to send troops {o
scholarly answers to these questions are siiflommunist perception of America’'s threaKorea, and China’s military and political
limited and remarkably inadequate. to China’s national security. Lacking accespreparations had begun even a month ear-
Inthe 1950s, Western scholars, stronglio Chinese archival materials, thoughljer. | also found that the concerns behin
influenced by the intensifying Cold War,Whiting’s study had to focus more on thehe decision to enter the Korean War we
generally viewed China’s entrance into th@nalysis of the environment in which thdar beyond the defense of the safety of the
Korean War as a reflection of a well-coordiBeijing leadership made their decision to g&hinese-Korean border. Mao and his assp-
nated Communist plot of worldwide expanto war than on a close examination of theiates aimed to win a glorious victory by
sion, believing that the entire internationatiecision-making process. driving the Americans off the Korean penin/
Communist movement was under the con- Inthe late 1960s and early 1970s, a mogaila. It was no longer possible to accept the
trol of Moscow, and that neither Beijing norcritical perspective on the Sino-Americarwell-established view of Chinese and Ameri
Pyongyang had the freedom to make theaonfrontation in Korea emerged in the wakean historians.
own foreign policy decisions. The Korearof the American debacle in Vietnam, the
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FYN-SI [Stalin]. The leadership of the DPRK and the
No. 362/sh People’s Army (Kim Il Sung, Pak Hon-Yong,CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 405840/sh.
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov Pak Il U, Kim Bek, Tsoi En Gen, Kan Gen)From Pyongyang Sent 4.7.50 0:05
1.7.50 correctly evaluate the complicated military-  Received 4.7.50 3:55

political situation in Korea, believe in full Sent to 8th Department of the General Staff
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 346yictory and are directing all efforts toward af the Armed Forces 4.7.50 4:10
List 104 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5asubsequent broad attack on the south of Ko- To Comrade FYN-SI [Stalin].
Delo 3, Papka 11, I. 107] rea. Today July 3 I met with KIM IL SUNG
KIM IL SUNG and PAK HON-YONG and PAK HON-YONG.
16. 1 July 1950, cipheredtelegram, Shtykov understand the difficulties for Korea elicited At the beginning of the conversation
to Fyn-Si (Stalin) re political mood on by the entrance of the Americans into the waIM IL SUNG described the situation at the

North Korea against the DPRK and in connection withront. In his opinion the troops are moving
thisthey are taking the necessary measures/ery slowly, especially in the Central direc-
Ciphered telegram No. 405809 stabilize human and material resources fdion. The troop crossing was disorganized,
From Pyongyang.Sent 2.7.50 04.00. the war. although there was a minister in place there.
Received 2.7.50 05.47. KIM IL SUNG asked my opinion about He expressed dissatisfaction with his [the

Sentto the 8th Administration of the Generdorming additional infantry, tank, and navaiminister’s] work.
Staff of the Armed Forces. 2.7.50 05.55 units and formations. They intend to intro-  Further, noting the seriousness of the

By wire. duce universal military service in the DPRKsituation at the front and in the liberated
Extremely Urgent. However, some portion of the leadingerritories and the danger of landings by
To Comrade FYN SI [Stalin] figures, including KIM TU-BONG, KHON American troops in the rear or at North
To No. 362. MEN KHI are speaking about the difficultiesKorean ports or airborne landings of troops,

| report about the political mood of theof conducting a war against the Americanke asked me to report to you his request for
northerners in connection with the intervenwith the forces of Korea and in a cautiousjuick delivery of arms in the following
tion of the Americans. way have tried to ascertain from KIM ILamounts: 50,000 rifles; 5,000 PPSh sub-

With the beginning of the successfulSUNG the position of the Soviet Union ormachine guns, 5,000 PPS [sub-machine
military operations of the People’s Army,this question. (The secretary of KIM IL SUNGguns]; 1,500 light machine guns; 350 heavy
and especially after the liberation of the cityeported to me these facts, about a conversaachine guns; 200 82mm mortars; 78 120mm
of Seoul, the mood of the population wasion of KIM TU-BONG and KHON MEN mortars, 80 76mm ZIS-3 artillery pieces; 24
characterized by great general political erkKHI with KIM IL SUNG.) 122mm howitzers; 60 37mm anti- aircraft
thusiasm. The rightist and centrist figures that arguns; 120 machine guns; 500 trucks.

The population of the liberated regionentering the government of the DPRK are  Allthese arms are needed for the forma-
inthe main greeted the People’s Army warmlgupporting all measures of the governmention of two divisions, 12 battalions of ma-
and in every way cooperated with the medut so far are not displaying the necessarines and for the formation of security de-
sures it took. Organs of power are beindirection of activity in the mobilization of tachments.
created everywhere—people’'s committeesheir parties in the south of the country. Because of American air attacks on the
social-political organizations, they have re- | communicated to KIM IL SUNG that railroad stations in the region of Kanko,
stored production and trade. At this timehe government of the USSR has satisfied h&eisin, he asked that the arms be sent on an
even the reactionary elements did not takequest for arms and ammunition. accelerated schedule through Manchuria
action against the measures of the govern- The general situation in the KNP [Ko-[along the route of] Andong-Singisiu-
ment of the DPRK and the People’s Army.rean People’s Republic, apparently a mid?yongyang.

The successful attack of the People’spelling of DPRK] continues to remain fa- He also communicated that they have
Army activated the partisans, at present theorable and makes it possible to continue tHeegun fitting out reserve regiments and 2
partisan movement is developing widely iractive offensive of the People’s Army. tank brigades and that these need arms and
the rear of the South Korean army. No. 423/Sh. SHTYKOV. tanks.

However, in connection with the wide-1.7.50. Further in the conversation he asked
spread American propaganda over the radiGopies to Stalin (2), Molotov, Beria,advice about how better to organize troop
which is directed against the DPRK, and thalenkov, Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin,command in the complicated situation. Since
frequent attacks by American planes on poptrile of 8th Department. the People’s Army is fighting against Ameri-
lation points, industrial and military sites in can troops, he considers it necessary to
North and South Korea, the political mood ofSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 346strengthen the leadership of the army.
the population is somewhat worsening.  Listy 105-107 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis  Further he asked advice about how bet-

Individual attitudes of lack of belief in 5a, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 107-110] terto organize troop command and what kind
the final victory have appeared, and in the of organizational command structure to
liberated regions a certain (small) portion 017.4 July 1950, ciphered telegram, Shtykov choose so that the General Staff is brought
the population is taking a wait and see posie Fyn-Si (Stalin) re meeting with Kim Il closer to the troops.
tion. Sung and Pak Hon-Yong After consulting with General
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VASILIEV we proposed the following struc- this measure will yield positive results. 19. 6 July 1950, ciphered telegram, Fyn-Si

ture: The staff of the front will move to Seoul(Stalin) to Shtykov
1. To create two army groups headed biyn the near future.
Military Councils composed of: a com- | ask your permission: 8th Department of the General Staff of the
mander, a member of the Military Council 1. To have two advisers in every armyArmed Forces of the USSR
and a chief of staff. group (adviser for the group commander and CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 35678
To place 4-6 units under the commanadviser for the artillery commander). Pyongyang. To Comrade Shtykov.
of each army group. 2. | ask your permission for the mainTo No. 439/sh

2. Tocreate a front headquarters headexlilitary adviser Comrade VASILIEV to go 1. The arms will be sent through Man-
by a commander of the front, a chief of staffo Seoul with a group of officers, togethechuria, Andong, Singisiu.
and a member of the Military Council of thewith the staff of the front, and to be perma- 2. Concerning the location of the chief

front. nently located there with the staff. military adviser VASILIEV, we consider it
The front headquarters should be cre- 3. laskyouto hastenthe resolution of thmore useful for him to be in Pyongyang.
ated from [the facilities and personnel offjuestions touched on. 3. We will give fully the arms, tanks and
the General Staff. SHTYKOV other military equipment for 2 divisions, 2
3. To preserve the Ministry of NationalNo. 439/sh. tank brigades and 12 battalions, but we con-
Defense, since it already exists only in &.7.50. sider that the main thing is not this but to fill
reduced form. Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Beria, Malenkov,out the existing divisions and to increase
The Ministry’s task should be the sup-Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin. their strength approximately to 12,000. Itis
ply of combat troops with everything needed necessary to have attached to the divisions an

(foodstuffs, fuel, transport, ammunition) agSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 346apparatus for the formation of troops, which
well as the training of reserves, new troojisty 105-107 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opisould receive the reinforcements, check and

formation and the organization of anti-airba, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 111-114] train them and after this, transfer them to
craft defense for the northern part of the reinforce the divisions. This is the main
republic. 18.5July 1950, ciphered telegram, Filippov thing.

4. To appoint Kim Il Sung as SupremgStalin) to Chinese Foreign Minister Zhou FYN-SI [Stalin]
Commander of troops. He agreed with ouEnlai (via Soviet ambassador to the No. 374/sh
proposals. People’s Republic of China [PRC] N.V. 6.7.50

The restructuring will proceed withoutRoshchin) copies: Stalin (2), Bulganin
harm to the military operations on the front.

He then asked our opinion about how  Ciphered telegram No. 3172 [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 346,
best to arrange the disposition of commandBeijing. Soviet Ambassador. List 140 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a,
ing cadres. To your No. 1112-1126. Delo 3, Papka 11, List 116]

From my part | proposed to appointthe  Transmit to Zhou Enlai:
following group commanders: Deputy Min- 1. We agree with the opinion of the20.8July 1950, ciphered telegram, Shtykov
isterin charge of artillery Mu Den for the leftChinese comrades regarding the mediatidn Fyn-Si (Stalin), transmitting letter from
flank group, and for the commander of thef India on the question of the entry of people’Kim Il Sung to Stalin
right flank group Kim Koo, Deputy Chief of China into the membership of the UN.
the General Staff (presently commandingan 2. We consider it correct to concentrateCIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 405976/sh
operational group). To appoint as comimmediately 9 Chinese divisions on the ChiFrom Pyongyang. Sent 8.7.50. 9:26
mander of the front the Deputy Chairman ohese-Korean border for volunteer actions iReceived 8.7.50 11:15
the Cabinet of Ministers and Minister ofNorth Korea in case the enemy crosses ti&ent to 8th Department of the General Staff
Industry, Kim Cha’ek (he knows military 38th parallel. We will try to provide air coverof the Armed Forces 8.7.50 11:35.

affairs, was a partisan and served in thier these units. By telegraph.

Chinese brigade in Khabarovsk, is a very 3. Your report about flights of Soviet To Comrade FYN-SI [Stalin].

strong-willed, thoughtful and brave man). planes over Manchurian territory is not con-  Ireceived the following letter from KIM
To appoint as Chief of Staff of the frontfirmed. An order was given not to allow suchL SUNG addressed to us.

Kan Gen, who is now Chief of the Generaflights. “To the Chairman of the Council of

Staff. FILIPPOV [Stalin] Ministers of the USSR, Generalissimo Com-
The Minister of National Defense will No. 373/sh rade Stalin, I.V.

remain in his post. He will manage theés.7.50 | ask that you accept the expression of

formation of new units and the organizatiorCopies: Stalin (2), Molotov deepest respect and gratitude for the invalu-

of anti-landing defense, and also supplying able assistance which you, Comrade Stalin,

troops with everything needed. [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 331¢ontinually render to our people in their
They want this measure to be passeddst 79 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5astruggle for independence.

through the military committee on July 4 oDelo 3, Papka 11, List 115] Being confident of your desire to help

5. ljudge that in this complicated situation the Korean people rid themselves of the



44 CoLb WAR INTERNATIONAL HiSTORY PROJECTBULLETIN

American imperialists, | am obliged to ap-  “1. The English have officially appealedSi (Stalin) to Shtykov

peal to you with a request to allow the use db us through their ambassador in Moscow

25-35 Soviet military advisers in the staff ofand declared that they, being bound by tHéth Department of the General Staff of the

the front of the Korean Army and the staffs oflecision of the Security Council, cannot novArmed Forces of the USSR

the 2nd Army Group, since the national miliimake proposals regarding a peaceful settt&élPHERED TELEGRAM No. 37219/sh

tary cadres have not yet sufficiently masment of the Korean question, but if the KoPyongyang, Soviet Ambassador.

tered the art of commanding modern troopsean People’s Democratic Republic with-  Advise the Koreans immediately to re-
Faithfully, KIM IL SUNG, Chair- draws its troops to the 38th parallel, then thigly to [UN Secretary General] Trygve Lie

man of the Cabinet of Ministers DPRK. could hasten a peaceful resolution of ththat the Korean army is strictly adhering to

Pyongyang. 8 July 1950. Korean question. the Geneva convention with regard to pris-
The English ask the Soviet governmendners, and [that they should] let the Koreans
SHTYKOV to express its opinion. make a statement in the press exposing the
No. 481/sh We consider such a demand by the Erslander of the American press regarding poor
8.7.50 glish to be impertinent and unacceptable. treatment of prisoners by the Koreans. It
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Beria, Malenkov,  We intend to reply that the Korean queswould be good for someone among the pris-
Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin tion has become too complicated after theners to make a statement on the radio that

armed foreign intervention and that such the treatment of prisoners by the Koreans is
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 346¢complex question can be resolved only byery good.

Listy 143-144 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opithe Security Council with the participation of FYN-SI [Stalin]
5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, List 151] the USSR and China and with the summomNo. 4.4781
ing of representatives of Korea in order t&€Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov.
21.8July 1950, cipheredtelegram, Filippov hear their opinion. 13.7.50
(Stalin) to Soviet Ambassador Roshchin Communicate your views.
in PRC transmitting message to Mao As regards the statement of the IndiafSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 346,
Zedong ambassador, we have decided not to answest 148]

him, since they made it clear that his state-
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 3231 ment is his personal opinion, in which th&4. 14 July 1950, handwritten letter, Kim

BEIJING. Soviet Ambassador. Indian government is not involved. Il Sung to Soviet Government (via Shtykov)
Only by telegraph 2. Itis not known to us whether you have
Sent 18:40 8.7.50 decided to deploy nine Chinese divisions on  To the Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
Delivered 8.7.50 the border with Korea. If you have madeiary Ambassador of the USSR to the DPRK,
Communicate to MAO ZEDONG that such a decision, then we are ready to se@bmrade Shtykov, T.F.
the Koreans are complaining that there is ngou a division of jet fighter planes—124 | ask you to transmit to the Government
representative of CHINA in KOREA. A pieces for covering these troops. of the USSR the following:

representative should be sent soon, so thatit We intend to train Chinese pilotsintwo  In connection with the appeal of the
will be possible to have communications antb three months with the help of our pilotEnglish to the Government of the USSR with
resolve questions more quickly, if, of courseand then to transfer all equipment to youa demand about the withdrawal of troops of
MAO ZEDONG considers it necessary tqilots. We intend to do the same thing witlthe Korean People’s Army to the 38th paral-

have communications with KOREA. the aviation divisions in Shanghai. lel, the Government of the DPRK considers,
FILIPPOV [Stalin]. Communicate your opinion.” as does the Soviet Government, that such a
No. 379/sh. Telegraph fulfillment. demand of the English is impertinent and
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov FILIPPOV [Stalin] unacceptable.
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov We are in full agreement with the opin-
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 331, ion of the Soviet Government that the Ko-
List 82 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5ajSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 331rean question [should be] discussed in the
Delo 3, Papka 11, List 117] List 85 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5aSecurity Council with the participation of the

Delo 3, Papka 11, List 118]. A copy of th&JSSR and China and with the summoning of
22. 13 July 1950, ciphered telegram, telegram was sent to Shtykov in Pyongyarrgpresentatives of Korea.
Filippov (Stalin) to Zhou Enlai or Mao the same day (APRF, Fond 45, Delo 346, The Government of the DPRK [will

Zedong (via Roshchin) Listy 149-150) The same note was sent take measures] quickly to clear the entire
Kim Il Sung on July 13, but without theterritory of Korea of American intervention-
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 3305 section about the Indian ambassadorists.
BEIJING  Only by ciphered telegraph [AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a, Delo 4, Papka  Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers of
SOVIET AMBASSADOR Sent 03:15 11, Il. 153-154] the DPRK
13.7.50 Kim Il Sung.
Transmit to ZHOU ENLAI or MAO 14.7.50.

ZEDONG the following: 23. 13 July 1950, ciphered telegram, Fyn-
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[Source: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Deld@ tional and intelligence departments of th&orean comrades at the present time.

Listy 108-109] PVO district; Adviser to the Chief of Staff of 3. Advise Comrade Kim Il Sung not to
the VVS can advise the work also of the Chiefcatter the air force, but to concentrate it on

25. 25 July 1950, ciphered telegram, of the Operational Department of the Staff athe front. It is necessary that each attack by

Vyshinsky to Roshchin transmitting mes- the VVS district. the People’s Army on any portion of the front
sage from Filippov (Stalin) to Zhou Enlai The 38 advisers will leave for Chinabegin with a number of decisive blows by
soon. attack planes on the troops of the enemy, that
MID USSR FILIPPOV [Stalin] the fighter planes defend the troops of the
Tenth Department Received 4 hours 3Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov Peoples Army from the blows of the enemy
minutes 25/VI1.1950 planes as much as possible. Ifitis necessary,
Dispatched 5 hours 55 minutes 25[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 334we can throw in additional assault aircraft
VI1.1950 List 94] and fighter aircraft for the Korean air force.
CIPHERED TELEGRAM FYN-SI [Stalin]
To Beijing To Soviet Ambassador 27. 28 August 1950, ciphered telegram, 28 August 1950
Roshchin Fyn-Si (Stalin) to Kim Il Sung (via Shtykov) No. 483/sh
SPECIAL Copy No. 1 To Stalin
TOP PRIORITY 8th Department of the General Staff of the
To Your No. 1503. Armed Forces of the USSR [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 347,
On the authorization of Filippov, trans- CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 75021 Listy 5-6, 10-11 (original copy); and AVPRF,
mit to Mao Zedong or Zhou Enlai that wePyongyang Soviet Ambassador. Fond 059a, Opis 5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, Listy

agree with the proposed procedure and timéerbally transmit the following to Kim 1l 155-156]
period for training Chinese pilots on jetSung. If he demands itin written form—give

planes. it to him in written form, but without my 28. 31 August 1950, ciphered telegram,
Telegraph the fulfillment. signature. Shtykov to Fyn-Si (Stalin) re meeting with
VYSHINSKY 1. The CC VKP(b) [Central Committee,Kim Il Sung
25.VII.50 All-Union Communist Party (bolshevik)] sa-
Copies: Stalin, Molotov, Malenkov, lutes Comrade KimIlSung and hisfriendsfor =~ CIPHERED TELEGRAM
Vyshinsky, 10th Department, Copy. the great liberational struggle of the Koreakrom Pyongyang. Sent 31.8.50 11:32

people which comrade Kim Il Sung is leadindreceived 31.8 17:27
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 334with brilliant success. CC VKP(b) has ndSent to the 8th Department of the General

List 90] doubt that in the soonest time the interverStaff of the Armed Forces 31.8 17:35
tionists will be driven out of Korea with By telegraph

26. 27 August 1950, ciphered telegram, ignominy. FYN-SI [Stalin]

Filippov (Stalin) to Zhou Enlai 2. Comrade Kim Il Sung should not beTo No. 483/sh.

embarrassed by the fact that he does not have Inaccordance with your order of 29.8.50
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 3962 solid successes in the war against the intdrvisited KIM IL SUNG and communicated

Beijing ventionists, that the successes are sometinteshim the contents of the telegram. KIM IL
To Comrade Kotov interrupted by delays in the advance or eve®UNG listened to my communication and
To No. 1726. by some local set-backs. In such a wasked permission to write down its contents,

Visit Zhou Enlai and transmit to him thecontinuous successes do not occur. The Rwghich | dictated to him.
reply to his telegram about military adviserssians also did not have continuous successes KIM IL SUNG received your letter very
“To Comrade Zhou Enlai. during the civil war and even more during thevell, thanking you several times, underscor-
The Soviet Government has satisfiedvar with Germany. The greatest success ofg that it is a very good letter.
your request about sending Soviet militarghe Korean people is that Korea has now Afterwards he asked my agreement to
advisers—specialists in PVO [Anti-Aircraft become the most popular country in the worldummon [Foreign Minister] Pak Hon-Yong
Defense] and VVS [Air Force] to the East-and has turned into the banner of the movand read him your telegram.
ern and Northeastern military districts. 38nentin Asia for liberation from the imperial- After exchanging opinions with Pak
advisers will be sent to China, of which 10st yoke. The armies of all enslaved peoplddon-Yong he asked my opinion about
will be specialists in PVO and 28 specialistsvill now learn from the Korean People’swhether he can bring it to the notice of the
in VVS. Army the art of bringing decisive blows to themembers of the PolitSoviet [Political Coun-
As regards the remaining 26 advisershAmericans and to any imperialists. Moreeil] of the CC, in connection with which he
we consider that there is no special need tiver, Comrade Kim Il Sung should not forgetinderscored that this is a very important
send them, since the work of these advisetisat Korea is not alone now, that it has alliesetter and he needs to communicate its con-
can be fulfilled by the 38 advisers being senwho are rendering and will render it aid. Théents since some members of the PolitSoviet
to China, specifically: Adviser to the Chiefposition of the Russians during the Angloare in a poor state of mind. It will be useful
of Staff PVO, apart from his main work canFrench-American intervention in 1919 wago them to know the contents of this letter.
advise the work of the Chiefs of the operaseveral times worse than the position of the | replied that if he considers this neces-
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sarythenhe candoit. KIMIL SUNG repliedSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 347Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin,
that he would convene the PolitSoviet toListy 14-15 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opi¥Khrushchev, Vyshinsky, File of 8th Depart-

morrow and read them the contents of thisa, Delo 4, Papka 11, List 162] ment.
letter.

SHTYKOV 30. 13 September 1950, ciphered telegram,[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 347,
No. 1001 Shtykov to Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Listy 18-19 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis
30.8.50 Moscow 5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, Listy 163-164]

Copies: Stalin (2), Malenkov, Beria,

Bulganin, Mikoyan, Khrushchev, File of 8SthCIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 600155/11l. [documents from 21 September 1950 through

Department. From Pyongyang Sent 13.9.%0eceived 14 October 1950 appear following the ar-
13.9. 13:15 ticle in this issue by Alexandre Mansourov]

[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 3475ent to the 8th Department of the General

Listy 12-13 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opistaff of the Armed Forces 13.9 13:22. 31. 25 October 1950, VKP(b) CC [All-

5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, Listy 159-160] By telegraph. Union Communist Party (bolshevik)] Cen-
Extremely urgent. tral Committee Politburo decision with
29. 31 August 1950, ciphered telegram, Moscow—Ministry of Foreign Affairs approved directives to Foreign Minister
Shtykov to Fyn-Si (Stalin) transmitting of the USSR. Vyshinsky (at the United Nations in New
letter from Kim Il Sung to Stalin In connection with the forthcoming ses-York) and to Soviet Ambassador in Wash-
sion of the [UN] General Assembly, weington

CIPHERED TELEGRAM consider it advisable to recommend to the

FYN-SI [Stalin]. government of the Korean People’s DemaAll-Union Communist Party (bolshevik),

| transmit the letter | received. cratic Republic to send a statement to theENTRAL COMMITTEE

According to the report of KIM IL General Assembly and the Security CounciNo. P78/332 To Comrades Bulganin,
SUNG's secretary, MUN IL, this text of thein which, on the basis of documents found iviolotov, Gromyko.
letter was confirmed by the PolitSoviet of thehe archives of the Rhee Syngmann [Soutixcerpt from protocol No. 78 of the meeting

CC of the Labor Party. Korean] government, to show how the cliquef the Politburo CC VKPR(Db).
SHTYKOV of RHEE SYNGMANN prepared an attack Decision of 25 October 1950

No. 1011/sh on the north, to set forth once again th832. - About the use by the United States of
31.8.1950 position of the government of the Koreardapanese in the war against Korea.

Copies to Stalin (2), Malenkov, Beria,People’s Democratic Republic on the ques- Toconfirmthe draftorder of MID USSR
Bulganin, Mikoyan, Khrushchev, File of thetion of the illegality of the American inter- to Comrade Vyshinsky (attachment 1) and to

8th Department. vention in Korea, to illuminate the barbariche Soviet representative in the Far Eastern
acts of the American armed forces in Kore@ommission (attachment 2).
“DEAR comrade STALIN, L.V. and to demand the adoption of measures for SECRETARY CC
We are deeply touched by your attenthe immediate cessation of the American
tion. intervention and the withdrawal from Korea To p.332(op) pr.PB No. 78
We bring to you, our dear teacher, gratief the troops of the foreign interventionists. Attachment 1

tude for the warm sympathy and advice. In  In addition to this statement [we adviseNEW YORK

the decisive period of the struggle of théo send to the General Assembly and the TO VYSHINSKY

Korean people we have received great mor8kecurity Council photocopies of the docu-  353. Your proposal about the inadvis-

support from you.We have firmly resolvedments to which reference will be made in thability of supporting in the General Assem-

to win the final victory in the struggle againsstatement of the government of the Koreably the accusation made by the government

the American interventionists, who are tryPeople’s Democratic Republic. ofthe DPRK againstthe USA, whichis using

ing anew to enslave Korea. In such case as you agree to this prdapanese in the aggressive war against the
In the noble struggle for independencgosal, we ask you to communicate when Korean people, we consider incorrect. A

and freedom we constantly feel your fatherlywould be convenient to send such a statstatement by the Soviet delegation in the

care and assistance. ment. General Assembly with a declaration of sup-
We wish you many years of life and  We would consider it advisable also tgort for the accusation made by the govern-
health. inform the government of the Korean People’ment of the DPRK against the USA, cannot
Yours faithfully, Democratic Republic about the positiorweaken our position with regard to this ques-
KIM IL SUNG which the Soviet delegation in the Generalon in the Far Eastern Commission. There-
(upon commission of the PolitSoviet ofAssembly will take on the Korean questionfore it is necessary for you to support the
the CC [Central Committee] of the Labor  We ask your orders. protest of the government of the DPRK
Party of Korea) SHTYKOV against the use by the Americans of Japanese
city of PYONGYANG No. 1154/sh. servicemeninthe warin Korea. Use the facts
31.8.1950.” 13 September of this year brought forth in the statement of Pak Hon-

Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,Yong, in one of your next speeches in the
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General Assembly at an appropriate mdJSA of Japanese servicemen in the war Note:

ment, according to your discretion. against the Korean people. The Soviet del- Comrade Zakharov has familiarized
We are simultaneously giving an ordeegation considers that the Far Eastern Corhimself with this telegram and considers that

to the Soviet representative in the DVK [Famission must not disregard the aforemerihe trip of the naval commander with adviser

Eastern Commission] to make a correspondioned facts, which testify to the direct violaKuz'min is necessary.

ing statement on this question and to suppdion of the agreed-upon decision on the de- ROSHCHIN
the protest of the government of the DPRHKnilitarization of Japan.” No. 2623
against the use by the United States of Japa- Give the statement to the press. 28.10
nese in military operations in Korea. A. GROMYKO
By order of Instantsiia [i.e., Stalin]. [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 334,
A. GROMYKO [Source: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 827l isty 62-63]

Listy 141-143 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis
To p.332(op) pr.PB No. 78 5a, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 155-157] 33. 29 October 1950, ciphered telegram,

TOP SECRET Filippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong
Attachment 2 32. 28 October 1950, ciphered telegram,
WASHINGTON Mao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin), via CIPHERED TELEGRAM
SOVIET AMBASSADOR Roshchin BEIJING - to Comrade Zakharov
It is necessary for you the make the For MAO ZEDONG
following statement at the next meeting oSECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF To Comrade MAO ZEDONG
the Far Eastern Commission: THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET | received your telegram about naval
“As is known, the Minister of Foreign ARMY matters. | agree to the trip to MOSCOW of
Affairs of the Korean People’s Democratic  CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 26239 XIAO, JINGUANG and the other comrades.
Republic, Pak Hon-Yong, has sent to th€opies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria, FILIPPOV [Stalin]
chairman of the General Assembly and tMikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin 29.10.50.

the chairman of the Security Council a proFrom BeijingReceived 19 hours 50 minute€opies: Stalin, Bulganin

test against the use of Japanese servicen$10.1950

in military actions in Korea. In this protest TOP PRIORITY T [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 334,

it is shown that in the fundamental facts TO FILIPPOV [Stalin] List 64]

found in the decree of the government of the 27 October | received the following tele-

Korean People’s Democratic Republic, it igram from Mao Zedong addressed to you:34. 1 November 1950, ciphered telegram,

established that Japanese servicemen par- “Comrade Filippov! Fyn-Si (Stalin) to Shtykov

ticipated in battles in the area of Seoul to-  In connection with the military situation

gether with American troops, that one Japdhat has developed in China at the present CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 5222

nese company participated in battles in théme, we urgently need to acquire from the TO SHTYKOV

area of Chkholvon and that a significanSoviet Union the following armaments for

number of Japanese are found in the 7th atite navy: high-speed torpedo boats, floating You request that our officers and advi-

8th divisions of the Rhee Syngmann troopsnines, armored ships, small patrol boatsers remain in the disposition of the [North]
The use by the United States of Japaninesweeping equipment, coastal fortredsoreans for the formation of Korean divi-

nese servicemen in military operations irartillery and torpedo bomber planes. sions. Such a point of view of yours is well

Korea is a gross violation of the Potsdam |therefore intend to send immediately t&known to us. But we do not know the points

declaration, and also of section Ill of theMoscow by plane the commander of the nawyf view of the [North] Korean government,

resolution of the Far Eastern CommissioiXiao Jinguang together with adviser Comwe do not know whether it wishes to have

“Basic Policy in Relation to Japan afterade Kuz'min in order to conduct negotiaSoviet officers and advisers in the future or

Capitulation” of June 19, 1947, and thdions with the responsible comrades of thprefers to invite Chinese. You still have not

resolution adopted on the basis of this dociBoviet Navy on the question of the request faommunicated the point of view of the Ko-

ment “Prohibition of Military Activity in the above mentioned arms and on the quagan government on this subject. We cannot

Japan and Use of Japanese Military Equiion of the construction of the Chinese navy iimpose our advisers and officers on the Ko-

ment” of February 12, 1948. The Potsdarthe future. rean government. Let KIM IL SUNG com-

declaration and aforementioned resolution Along with Comrade Xiao Jinguang,municate his point of view regarding this.

of the Far Eastern Commission provide fotwo other comrades from the navy adminis-

the full disarmament and demilitarization otration of China, Lue Shuchu and deputy FYN SI [STALIN]

Japan, forbid the reestablishment or posseshief of the rear administration of the navy

sion of any kind of Japanese military formaComrade Tsin I-tin, must also go [to Moss1 November 1950

tions. cow]. Copies: Stalin (2), 8th Department of the
The Soviet delegation supports the pro- | ask you to review the aforementionedseneral Staff to Shtykov

test of the government of the Korean People&and give me a corresponding reply.

Democratic Republic against the use by the  MAO ZEDONG 27 October 1950.”  [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 347,
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List 84, and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a, a) 6 PO-2 planes, which are fully com-art in military operations in KOREA, have
Delo 3, Papka 11, List 161] bat ready and are carrying out night misenly (six) battle sets of rifle-machine gun

sions. There are 14 pilots, and from the 1&artridges. In the future, in connection with
35. 2 November 1950, ciphered telegram, PO-2 available, 5 planes crashed during lanthe development of military operations, we
S.E. Zakharov, Soviet military represen- ings and takeoffs at the airfield itself and 4vill have a very great need to supply the

tative in Beijing, to Fyn Si (Stalin) planes were lost while on missions. army with ammunition. If there is no change
b) 25 pilots for IL-10 planes, but up toin military production, then the rearmament

Second Main Administration of the Generahow there are no planes for them can be begun in the second half of 1951.

Staff of the Soviet Army 6. The command of the mixed air divi- For overcoming the difficulties of the

CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 26416 sion of Koreans in ANDONG has beerpresenttime | ask you to review the question
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,formed. It is headed by General LI FART.of the possibility of the delivery of small
Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, 7. Comrade PETRACHEV asks aboutirms for 36 (thirty-six) divisions in the course

Vasilevsky, Shtemenko, Lomov the possibility of receiving 25 1I-10 planesof January and February 1951, according to
From Beijing 15 hours 30 minutes and 10 PO-2 planes. the following list (name, quantity in pieces):
2.11.1950 [S.E.] ZAKHAROQV 1. Soviet rifles 140,000.

TOP PRIORITY E No. 2702 2. Rifle cartridges 58,000,000.

FYN SI [Stalin] 2.11.50 3. Soviet sub-machine guns 26,000.
To No. 5228 of 2.11.50 Report: No. 5228 of 2.11.50 asked Comrade 4. Cartridges for sub-machine guns

| report: Through Colonel Petrachev, adZakharov about the fact that there are di0,000,000.
viser to the Korean air force, | have obtainedrepancies between his report and Belov's 5. Soviet light machine guns 7,000.
the following specific information: report about the air battle in the region of 6. Cartridges for light machine guns
1. By the first of November a regimentAndong. He was ordered to elucidate thi87,000,000.
was formed using 26 Korean pilots that havdiscrepancy and report about the participa- 7. Soviet heavy machine guns 2,000.
been trained and 24 Yak-9 planes that aten of Korean planes in battles and aboutthe 8. Cartridges for heavy machine guns
located in An’dun. fact that two of them did not return. 20,000,000.
2. On November 1 of this year, 8 planes 9. Pilots’ handguns 1,000.
of this regiment went into battle for the firsfSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 335, 10. Cartridges for pilots’ handguns
time, in the region of ANSIU. As aresult ofListy 71-72 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opi400,000.

this flight 2 B-29 planes and a Mustang wer&a, Delo 4, Papka 11, Listy 187-188] 11. TNT 1,000 tons.
downed. Two Yak-9's did not return from | ask you to communicate to me the
the battle. 36. 8 November 1950, ciphered telegram, results of your review of my request.
The first report from comrade Belov toMao Zedong to Filippov )Stalin) | wish you health.
me about the loss of the two Yak-9 planes in MAO ZEDONG
abattlein the region of ANDONG-SINGISIU SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF No. 2784
was thus imprecise. THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET 7.11.50
The losses relate to a battle in the regioARMY
of ANSIU. CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 26637 [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 335,

3. Inabattle on November 1 of this yearCopies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,Listy 80-81]
in the region of ANDONG-SINGISIU, two Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin,
F-82 planes were downed by our pilots iiKhrushchev, Vasilevsky, Shtemenko 37. 9 November 1950, VKB(b) CC Polit-
MIG-15’s and two planes were downed byFrom Beijing Received 02 hours 00 min-buro decision with approved message from

anti-aircraft artillery. In all 4 planes [wereutes 8.11.1950 Gromyko to Roshchin with message for
downed]. TOP PRIORITY T Zhou Enlai
We had no losses in the air battle. To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin]

4. MIG-15's of Comrade Belov flew In view of the fact that the infantry armsALL-UNION COMMUNIST PARTY
from airbases at MUKDEN and AN'SHAN'. of the People’s Liberation Army are mainly(bolsheviks), CENTRAL COMMITTEE
In all, 8 sorties were made from each airportrophies captured from the enemy, thereisa No. P78/448 To Bulganin,

5. At present there are 16 battle [agreat variety in the calibers of the rifles. Molotov, Gromyko.
opposed to training] Yak-9's atthe airbase at  Such a situation creates great difficultyp November 1950
ANDONG. In an attack on the Andongfor the manufacture of ammunition, and irExcerpt from protocol No. 78 of the meeting
airport on 1 November 1950 one Yak-9 wapatrticular for the production of rifle andof the Politburo CC VKP(b) [Central Com-
burned and 3 were put out of action, but it imachine gun cartridges, especially as oumittee, All-Union Communist Party
possible to restore them. In addition, 2actories can produce only very small quantbolshevik)]

planes were lost while patrolling. tities of these cartridges. Decision of 9 November 1950
In all 22 planes and 2 planes did not At present the troops of the volunteed48.- Question of MID USSR.
return from the region of ANSIU. army, in the amount of 36 (thirty-six) divi- To confirm the attached draft of a tele-

In addition to the Yak-9's there are:  sions of the twelve armies, which are takingram to Comrade Roshchin on the question
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of the participation of China in the Security Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,
Council. 38. 15 November 1950, ciphered telegram,Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin,

SECRETARY CC Mao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) via Khrushchev

To p.448(op) pr.PB No0.78  Zakharov From Beijing Received 20 hours 15 minutes

BEIJING 16.11.1950

SOVIET AMBASSADOR SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF EXTREMELY URGENT T

For transmission to Zhou Enlai. THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET To Comrade FILIPPQV [Stalin]

| have received your telegram with theARMY At present the number of our troops

request for a consultation on the question of CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 26901. operating in Korea has increased from 18
the participation of China in the [UN] Secu-Copies: Stalin, Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,(eighteen) divisions of 6 (six) armies to 30

rity Council. Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, (thirty) divisions of 9 (nine) armies. More-
In our opinion two variants are pos-Khrushchev. over we have another 9 divisions of 3 armies
sible. From BeijingReceived 06 hours 10 minuted reserve. In connection with this, transport
The first variant [is] to refuse to acceptl6.11.1950 is faced with very large tasks. With regard to
the invitation in the manner in which it was TOP PRIORITY T automobiles, we have already received agree-
formulated in the Security Council. Mo- To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] ment from the Government of the Soviet
tives: the invitation deprives the Chinese = Comrade FILIPPOV: Union about delivery of 3,000 automobiles

people’s republic of the right to discuss in | fully agree with your proposal to rein-before December 15.

the Security Council the most urgent quedorce Belov's aviation force by an additional It is necessary that we urgently resolve
tions of China, in particular the question ofielivery of MIG-15 planes to China in twothe question of gasoline and lubricant. | ask
the military intervention in Korea and thelots, numbering 120 (one hundred twentyyou to confirm the delivery of gasoline and

guestion of the seizure of Taiwan by theieces and to create a command apparatus fiaoricant in the quantity indicated below:

United States of America, its right beingthe air corps. 1. New request: 10 thousand tons of
limited only to the review of the report of As concerns questions regarding the aigasoline, 2720 barrels (capacity of 53 gal-
MacArthur. ports in MANCHURIA and the strengthen-lons, the same as below) of lubricating oil for

The second variant [is] to accept théng of all PVO [Anti-Aircraft Defense] mea- diesel engines, transmission oil 220 barrels,
invitation and to commission the Chineseures, we will resolve them together wittbrake oil 110 barrels, yellow oil (Grease) 144
delegation to make a statement in the Secoemrade [S.E.] ZAKHAROV. barrels.
rity Council on all the abovementioned ques- | express gratitude to the Sovietpilotsfor 2. | ask you to ship the following oils on
tions, turning the discussion of the questiothe heroism and effort they have displayed ithe oil quota agreed upon in the request made
into an indictment of the USA. Ifthey do notbattle, and for the fact that over the last 1By the Ministry of Trade of the Chinese
allow the Chinese delegation fully to lay outlays they downed 23 invading AmericafPeople’s Republic to the Ministry of Foreign
its position, the Chinese delegation will walkplanes. | think that this is worth reporting tdlrade of the USSR: gasoline 7000 tons,

out of the meeting and refuse to discuss evewou. diesel lubricant 2380 barrels, transmission
one report of MacArthur. | congratulate you on the successes! oil 190 barrels, brake oil 95 barrels, yellow
It seems to us that the first variant is MAO ZEDONG. oil (Grease) 126 barrels.
more advisable. Nov 15, 1950. 3. The total quantity of various oils (1
You should not connect yourselftothe ~ NEW PARAGRAPH. and 2), which we must acquire from the
conduct of the Soviet delegate in the Secu- To Comrade FILIPPOV. Soviet Union: gasoline 17,000 tons, diesel
rity Council, where he voted for the resolu- | report. lubricant 5100 barrels, transmission oil 410
tion of the English delegate [Gladwyn] Jebb,  Your telegram was communicated at 2@arrels, brake oil 205 barrels, yellow oil
especially since, speaking between us, Sheurs 30 minutes local time 15.11. (Grease) 270 barrels.
viet delegate [Jacob] Malik did not have an  ZAKHAROV | ask you to deliver the first half (50%)
instruction to vote for the English resolu-No. 2910 of the aforementioned gasoline and oil by the
tion, but had a direct directive to putinavetd6.11 end of December, and the second half (50%)
if the Soviet resolution was rejected. Malik by 20 January 1951.

apparently was carried away by the fact thgBource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 335,  Will this be subject to regulations?
he had nevertheless forced the Americans tasty 116 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a, We await your answer.

vote in favor of inviting China, but he did notDelo 4, Papka 11, List 189] With bolshevik greetings.
take into account that the form of the invita- ZHOU ENLAI
tion adopted by the Security Council would39. 16 November 1950, ciphered telegram,No. 2917
place China in a disadvantageous positiorZhou Enlai to Filippov (Stalin) 14/16.11.50
Telegraph the fulfillment.
A. GROMYKO SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 335,

THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET Listy 117-118]
[Source: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 371ARMY
Listy 4-5] CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 26935 40.17 November 1950, ciphered telegram,
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Zhou Enlai to Filippov (Stalin) tion.
41.17 November 1950, ciphered telegram, 2) The preparation of pilots for two
SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF Filippov (Stalin) to Zhou Enlai via regiments of jet planes and one regiment of

THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET Zakharov bombers from among the 119 pilots of the
ARMY Korean People’s Army who are being trained
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 26998 CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 5708 on the territory of the Soviet Union.
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria, BEIJING 3) The dispatch to the Soviet Union of
Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, To Comrade Zakharov 120 men for the preparation of aviation tech-
Khrushchev For Comrade Zhou Enlai nicians and 30 crew members for attack
From BeijingReceived 20 hours 45 minutes | received the telegram with the requegtlanes which we ourselves are not in a posi-
17.11.1950 forurgentdelivery of 500 automobiles. Youttion to prepare.
EXTREMELY URGENT T request will be satisfied by us. In orderto 4) By January 1 to send an additional
To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] speed up the transfer of the automobiles 70 Korean pilots to the Soviet Union for

According to a report from Peng Dehuayou, having in mind to give you new automoflight training, who will have completed theo-
and Gao Gang, we have an insufficient nunbiles, orders have been given to our militaryetical preparation by that time.
ber of automobiles engaged in transport toommand not to give you old automobiles | hope that you, comrade STALIN, will
the rear, enemy planes are inflicting losse€som Port Arthur, but to send new automoassist us in the resolution of these questions.
on autotransport, and also itis not possible tailes to the Manchuria [railway] station and With respect KIM IL SUNG
ensure the supply of local human and matée transfer 140 automobiles to Chinese repré6.11.50”
rial resources, food supply and winter clothsentatives on 20 November and 355 automblo. 15 T. SHTYKOV
ing cannot be secured in time and the troojiles on 25-26 November. 17.11.50
are experiencing hunger and cold. We will speed up the shipment of theCopies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,
A new operation will begin soon. Rail-remaining automobiles and another 1,00Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin,
road bridges across the Yalu are subjectedaotomobiles will arrive at the ManchurianKhrushchev, Sokolovsky, Shtemenko,

bombardment by enemy planes every daystation before 5 December. Gromyko, file of 8th Dept. of General Staff
The river is beginning to freeze, and itis FILIPPOV [Stalin] of Armed Forces

not possible to build submerged bridges anti” November 1950

pontoons. Therefore until such time as the [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 347,

river is frozen, so that automobiles can crogSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 335Listy 88-89 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis

the ice, we mustinthe next 8-9 days transpdrist 124] 5a, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 180-181]

at an extraordinary speed food stuffs, winter
gear and ammunition. If we do not, it will42. 17 November 1950, ciphered telegram, 43. 20 November 1950, ciphered telegram,
have an influence on the next stage of theéhtykov to Gromyko transmitting 16 No-  Fyn Si(Stalin) to Kim Il Sung (via Shtykov)

fulfillment of the operation. vember 1950 message from Kim Il Sung to
In view of this, besides the mobilizationStalin 8th Department of the General Staff of the
of all automobiles in Manchuria that could Armed Forces USSR
be mobilized on the front, we can mobilize £IPHERED TELEGRAM No. 600742/l CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 75835
maximum of 200 automobiles from North-From CORRESPONDENT 13 Sent17.11.50 To Comrade SHTYKOV
ern China and immediately send them to thReceived 18.11 4:03-19:35 for Comrade KIM IL SUNG
front to relieve the difficult situation. Sent to 8th Department of the General Staff | have received your telegram about the
| earnestly ask you to give a command tof the Armed Forces USSR 18.11 4:20-19:5f0reparation of pilot cadres after a delay which
the commander of the Soviet Army on the By telegraph was the fault of the Soviet apparatus.
Liaodong peninsula about the transfer of 500 extremely urgent In the opinion of our military this ques-
automobiles for our army. These 500 auto- To Comrade GROMYKO tion is more expediently resolved in the fol-

mobiles will be reimbursed on the accountof | transmit a note | received from thelowing manner:
the portion which you promised to send froniKorean government with the following con- 1. To organize the preparation of 200-

25.11 to 25.12, numbering 3,000 automaents: 300 pilots from Korean students, in the flight
biles. “TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE schoolalready existingin YANTSZY on the
Can you satisfy my request? | awaiCOUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE USSR territory of MANCHURIA. An additional
your swift reply. Comrade STALIN L.V. contingent of Soviet instructors will be given
With bolshevik greetings. For preparation of pilot cadres needetbr this.
ZHOU ENLAI for the forthcoming offensive operations 2. The preparation of pilots for two jet
No. 2933 against the American troops | ask you, Confighter regiments can be organized at one of
17.11 10:00 rade STALIN, to allow: our jet divisions of MIG-15’s located in

1) The preparation of 200-300 pilots oMANCHURIA. After the preparation of the
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 335the territory of the Soviet Union from amongpilots, the appropriate number of MIG-15
Listy 122-123] Korean students sent to the USSR for educplanes will be delivered.
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With regard to the preparation of pilots{Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 347802.
for one bomber regiment, it is more convekist 94 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a, To confirm the draft orders to Comrade

nient to prepare them in the Korean schod@elo 3, Papka 11, List 182] Vyshinsky (attachment 1) and to Comrade
we have in the Far East Maritime Region. Roshchin (attachment 2).
The materiel, TU-2 planes for the bombed5. 1 December 1950, ciphered telegram, TOP SECRET
regiment, will also be given. Filippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong Attachment 1
3. We agree to accept an additional 120 to p.167(op) pr. PB No. 79
men in the Korean pilot school that we have CIPHERED TELEGRAM New York
in the Far East Maritime Region, to train ~ BEIJING - SOVIET AMBASSADOR To Vyshinsky
them as technicians and crew for attack Totransmitto Comrade MAO ZEDONG 802. We are answering point by point.
planes. Comrade MAO ZEDONG! Regarding point one. We agree with
4. It is better that the Korean pilots | received your telegram No. 3153.  your proposal. However, you should not

receive flight training in the place where Ithankyou for the information about themake the stipulations you proposed, that the
they will study, i.e. in MANCHURIA or in state of affairs in China, in connection withAssembly has the right to review a question

our Maritime Region. the successful offensive of the Chinesef aggression if the Security Council turns
If you agree with these proposals, corPeople’s Liberation Army in Korea. out not to be in a condition to fulfill its
responding orders will be given to our mili- Your successes gladden not only me arabligation regarding supporting peace. Such
tary command. my comrades in the leadership, but also @l stipulation would mean that we recognize
FYN SI [Stalin]. Soviet people. Allow me to greet from theas having legal force the resolution of No-
No. 4/7556 soul you and your friends in the leadershipjember 3, which the Soviet delegation de-
20 November 1950 the People’s Liberation Army of China andclared unlawful, as a contradiction of the UN
Copies: Bulganin, Shtemenko, Stalin. the entire Chinese people in connection witBharter.
these enormous successes in their struggle Regarding point two. We agree with
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 347against the American troops. your proposal. As for the invitation to a
Listy 90-91 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis | have no doubtthatinthe war against theepresentative of the Chinese People’s Re-
5a, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 165-166] up-to-date and well-armed American armyublic to participate in the discussion of this

the Chinese army will receive great experiguestion in the General Assembly, do not
44.22 November 1950, ciphered telegram, ence in contemporary warfare and will turintroduce a proposal about the invitation
Kim Il Sung to Fyn Si (Stalin) via Shtykov itself into a fully up-to-date, well-armed, before you receive from us an additional

formidable army, just as the Soviet Army irorder, which we will give after the govern-
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 600782/sh the struggle with the first-class-armed Gement of the PRC makes it clear whether it
From CORRESPONDENT No. 18 Sentman army received experience in contempaonsiders itadvisable for its representative to
22.11.50 6:30 Received 22.11 9:55 rary warfare and turned into an up-to-datparticipate in the discussion of this question

Sent to 8th Department of General Staff ofvell-equipped army. in the General Assembly.
Armed Forces 22.11 10:02 | wish you further successes. Regarding point three. We agree with
By telegram FILIPPOV [Stalin] your proposal.
Extremely urgent 1 December 1950 By order of Instantsiia [i.e., Stalin].
To Comrade FYN Sl [Stalin]. A. GROMYKO
I transmitthe letter | received from KIM [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 336,
IL SUNG addressed to you with the follow-List 5] TOP SECRET
ing contents: Attachment 2
“To Comrade FYN SI 46. 5 December 1950, VKP(b) CC Polit- to p.167(op) pr.PB No. 79
| received your telegram of 20.11.50buro decision with approved orders to Peking
about the preparation of pilot cadres. W#&yshinsky in New York and Roshchin in Soviet Ambassador
fully agree with your opinions. Beijing (with message for Zhou Enlai) Urgently visit Zhou Enlai and commu-
Accept, Comrade FYN SI, our deepest nicate to him the following.
gratitude for your tireless assistance to thaLL-UNION COMMUNIST PARTY According to the report of Comrade
Korean people in its struggle for its indepen¢bolsheviks), CENTRAL COMMITTEE Vyshinsky, the Americans will introduce
dence. No. P79/167 To Malenkov, into discussion at the [UN General] Assem-
Yours truly - KIM IL SUNG 21.11.50" Molotov, Gromyko bly a question under the heading “The Inter-
SHTYKOV December 1950 vention in Korea of the Central People’s
No. 35 Excerpt from protocol No. 79 of the Government of the Chinese People’s Repub-
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, meeting of Politburo CC lic.”
Beria, Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, VKP(b)[Central Committee, All-Union Com- The Soviet delegation will express op-
Khrushchev, Vasilevsky, Shtemenko, Filanunist Party (bolshevik)] position to the inclusion of this question on
of 8th Department Decision of 5 December 1950 the agenda. Ifit nonetheless is included, the

167.- Telegram of Comrade Vyshinsky NoSoviet Government needs to know the opin-
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ion of the government of the Chinese Peoplelse: of the Politburo CC VKP(b) [Central Com-
Republic—whether it considers it advisable  “Military operations in Korea will be mittee, All-Union Communist Party
for its representative to participate in thended under the following conditions: (bol'shevik)]

discussion of the question raised by the 1. The withdrawal of all foreign troops Decision of 7 December 1950.
Americans in the General Assembly. Ifrom Korea. 189. Telegram of Comrade Vyshinsky No.
Zhou Enlai asks what the point of view of the 2. The withdrawal of American troops825.

Soviet Government is on this question, yofrom the Taiwan strait and from the territory ~ To confirm the proposed draft order to

should answer that in this case, as well as af Taiwan. Comrade Vyshinsky.
the case of the discussion of MacArthur's 3. The Korean question must be re- SECRETARY CC
report in the Security Council, the Soviesolved by the Korean people themselves. to p.189(op) pr.PB No. 79

Government considers it more advisablethat 4. The participation of a representativéNew York
the Chinese government not take part in thef the Chinese people’s republic in the UN  To Vyshinsky
discussion of this question in the Generalnd the exclusion fromthe UN of arepresen- No. 825. Your proposal about the cessa-

Assembly. tative of Jiang Jieshi [Chiang Kai-shek]. tion of military activity in Korea we consider
Telegraph the results. 5. Convening a conference of the minisincorrectin the presentsituation, when Ameri-
A. Gromyko ters of foreign affairs of the four great powersan troops are suffering defeat and when the
for the preparation of a peace treaty witlAmericans more and more often are advanc-
[Source: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 828Japan. ing a proposal about a cessation of military
Listy 19-21 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 6. If the five aforementioned conditionsoperations in Korea, in order to win time and
5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, Listy 4-6] for the cessation of military operations ar@revent the complete defeat of the American

accepted, the five great powers can send thé&ioops.
47. 7 December 1950, ciphered telegramrepresentatives to convene a conference for The draftofthe Sovietdelegation should

from Roshchin conveying message from signing the conditions of an armistice.”  include the following:
Zhou Enlai to Soviet Government Zhou Enlai transmitted the enumerated 1. The immediate withdrawal of all for-
conditions in written form. eign troops from Korea.
CIPHERED TELEGRAM Further, Zhou stated that before sending 2. The resolution of the Korean question
Copying Prohibited the present conditions for cessation of milimust be left to the Korean people them-

Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,tary operations in Korea, the Chinese goselves.

Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, ernment wishes that Wu Xiu-quan consult  The text of your preamble does not elicit
Khrushchev, Vyshinsky, Gromyko, Copy. with the government of the USSR and asksbjections.

From BeijingNo. 35379 6 hours 55 minuteshe Soviet government to express its opinion By order of Instantsiia [i.e., Stalin].

7/XII 1950 on this question. A. Gromyko
Special Nos. 2522, 2523 Zhou Enlai earnestly asked [me]to trans-
TOP PRIORITY mit to the Soviet government that the ChifSource: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 828,
SPECIAL nese government wishes to receive an ahisty 23-24 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis
On December 7 at 3:00 Beijing timeswer today. 5a, Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 7-8]
Zhou Enlai invited me to his [office] and | stated to Zhou Enlai that what was
transmitted the following in the name of theecommunicated by him: the report, the condid9. 7 December 1950, ciphered telegram,
Chinese government: tions for ceasefire in Korea and the reque&romyko to Roshchin transmitting mes-

At Lake Success representatives frorfor an answer will be immediately broughtsage from Filippov (Stalin) to Zhou Enlai
India, England, Sweden and the general selsefore the government of the USSR.
retary of the UN Trygve Lie have recently 7.X11.50 ROSHCHIN MID USSR No. 23343
appealed several times to the representative Tenth department Received 19 hours 10 min-
of the Chinese people’s republic [GenerallSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 336utes 7/X11.1950
Wu Xiu-quan asking under what conditiond.isty 17-19 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis  Dispatched 20 hours 40 minutes
itis possible to end the military operations ifba, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 193-195] 7/X11.1950

Korea. Special No. 1691,1692
Their aspirations are to hold the positio®8. 7 December 1950, VKP(b) CC Polit- CIPHERED TELEGRAM
in Korea at the 38th parallel. buro decision with approved message to To BEIJING To SOVIET AMBASSA-
Not wishing to put ourselves in a disadVyshinsky in New York DOR
vantageous position and having the goal of SPECIAL FILE
holding the initiative in our hands and als®ALL-UNION COMMUNIST PARTY TOP PRIORITY
showing assertiveness on this question, tifpolsheviks), CENTRAL COMMITTEE 2522. Immediately visit Zhou Enlai and
government of the Chinese people’'srepublic  No. P79/189Copies to Malenkov, transmitto him the following:
intends to give the following instruction toMolotov, Gromyko. “We completely agree with your condi-
Wu Xiu-quan for answering the representa? December 1950. tions for a ceasefire in Korea. We consider

tives of India, England, Sweden and Trygv&xcerpt from protocol No. 79 of the meetinghat without the satisfaction of these condi-
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tions military activity cannot be ceased. I'BECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF Kimpo airport and control the port of
addition, we consider that you should not b@HE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET Chemul’po, but this will create more advan-

too open and show all your cards too earlpRMY tageous conditions for the preparation of our
before the representatives of the three states, CIPHERED TELEGRAM troops for a spring offensive.

who, frankly speaking, are spies of the USACopies: Stalin (2) In order to achieve the aforementioned
We think that the time has not arrived folFrom BEIJING Received 02 hours, 40 min-goals the following plan has been worked
China to show all its cards, while Seoul isites 8.1.1951 out:

still not liberated. Moreover, the USA could EXTREMELY URGENT T. a) To leave 1 division of 1st corps of the
use China’s five conditions to box us on the TO FILIPPQV [Stalin]. People’s Army for garrison duty in the city of

ear by [making] a UN resolution. Itisnot | send you a copy of the telegram t&eoul.

necessary to give this advantage to the US&omrade Kim Il Sung from Comrades Peng The main forces of the corps will be

We therefore think that it is possible aDehuai, Kim Son and Pak 11 U, sent 24:00 4.deployed in the area of Toto, Tok-heiri,
the present time to limit oneself to the fol{January 4]. Dzinsori, Mokudo.
lowing: | ask you to familiarize yourself with it: After rest and regrouping, in three days

1. The Chinese Central People’'s Gov-  “To Premier Comrade Kim Il Sung. Wethey must prepare to make a forced crossing
ernment along with you, gentlemen delare simultaneously sending a copy to thef the Kanko river and at the appropriate
egates of England, Sweden, India wouldommanders of the corps and army Commoment occupy the Kimpo airport,
welcome the soonest possible conclusion eddes Hun Xianchu, Wu Ruilin, Chzhou BiaoChemul’po port and consolidate themselves
the military actions in Korea. China isPanKhe-som andtothe commander of the libiere.
applying all its strength in order to concludeCorps NRVS and to the staff of the Northeast.  b) Troops of the left column as before
quickly the military activity forced on Korea 1. Today (4 January) the 116th infantryare under the unified command of Khan’
and China. division and a unit of troops from the 117ttSian’-chu.

2. Therefore, we would like to know theinfantry division occupied the city of Seoul.  The 50th army will continue to advance
opinion of the UN and the USA with regardEnemy troops defending Seoul withdrew tin the direction of Kosainairi, Kando, Kiriudo
to conditions for an armistice. As far as wéhe south bank of the Kanko river. The city oéind the area to the northwest of these points.
know, you have not been commissioned b8iumsen was also taken on 3 January by unltsill send out immediately a strong detach-

the UN or the USA to discuss with anyonef our 66th army. ment to control the bridge across the Kanko
the conditions for an armistice. Moreover, = The enemy withdrewto the area of Koseriver (by a counterattack attempt to occupy
the delegation from England together witland to areas further south. the fortification before the bridge on the

the delegation from the USA, France, Nor- It is supposed that the next attempt bgouth bank of the Kanko river). This detach-
way, Ecuador and Cuba already introduceeinemy troops will be the defense of the rivement will find out what the situation is, make
into the First Committee [of the Generalwhich is beginning in the area of Chemul’pactive preparations for a forced crossing of
Assembly] of the UN a resolution condemn{inchon], Kimpo, lokhei, and is going onthe Kanko river, attack the enemy on the
ing China, thereby hindering the matter of along the south bank of the Kanko riversouth bank and continue to carry out the
settlement of the Korean question. through Gensiu, Seikheisio to Korio. battle in cooperation with the main forces.
3. In view of this we will eagerly await Itis possible that the enemy, regrouping  If the enemy continues to withdraw to
the opinion of the UN and USA about thebehind the natural barriers, like the Kankehe south, thenitis necessary, while pursuing
conditions for a cessation of military actiongiver and the mountainous areas, will gathérim, to occupy Suigen and to wait for further

in Korea. the remnants of its forces, gain time and maladers.
FILIPPOQV [Stalin].” preparations for new military operations. The line of delimitation between the
Telegraph the fulfillment. Another possibility is that, in case of50th army and the 1st corps of the People’s
GROMYKO. further more powerful strikes by our troopsArmy runs through Kokusekiri, Riuzan,
7/X11-50 the enemy will withdraw to the south. Kasaivairi. The line itself and the areasto the
Copies: Stalin, Molotov, Malenkov, 2. If we give the enemy the possibility towest of it belong to the 50th army, the areas
Bulganin, Vyshinsky, 10th Department,continue to occupy defensive positions alontp the east of this line belong to the 1st corps.
Copy the south bank of the river Kanko, to control ~ The 38th, 39th and 40th armies will put

the airport at Kimpo and to use the port ahemselves in order, rest for three days (until
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 336Chemul’po for supply, then although Seou¥.1 inclusive) and prepare for a forced cross-
Listy 20-21 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opiwvill be in our hands, it will be under constantng of the Khokukan-ko river above and
5a, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 196-197] threat from enemy air force and artillerypelow Seisen. They will first strike the

which will be extremely disadvantageous foenemy in the area of luokhei, after which
50. 8 January 1951, ciphered telegram, preparing our troops for a spring offensive they will develop an offensive along a line
Mao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) trans- If, in the presence of success, our troogsom the southeast to the northwest on the
mitting 4 January 1951 message from make one more effort and destroy anoth@nemy positions in the area of Risen, Kosiu,
Peng Dehuai, Kim Son, and Pak Il U to unit of enemy troops and force the enemy tSuien, Eitokho.
Kim Il Sung retreat from the south bank of the Kanko A detailed plan is being worked out by

river, then we not only will be able to take th&€€omrade Hun Xianchu.
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¢) The 42nd and 66th armies under thBakharov to Filippov (Stalin) CIPHERED TELEGRAM
unified command of Wu Ruilin and Chzhou Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,
Biao, and also the 2nd and 5th corps of tteECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin,
People’s Army under the unified commandHE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET Khrushchev, Vyshinsky, Copy.

of Pan Kho-Son, in accordance with the joinARMY From BEIJING No. 1309 20 hours 05
forces plan established earlier, must destroy CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 15451 minutes, 13.1.1951
the enemy troops in the region of KosenCopies: Stalin (2) Special No. 62
Odzio, and afterwards await further ordersfFrom BEIJING Received 00 hours 50 min- SPECIAL
Allthe aforementioned troops must sendtes 13.1.51 TOP PRIORITY
spies and outposts toward the enemy troops EXTREMELY URGENT Your order No. 48 has been fulfilled.
located in front of the frontline. To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] Zhou Enlai asked to give great thanks to
When the troops of the right column | report-your ciphered telegram of 11.lcomrade Filippov for the advice and consul-

begin a new offensive these units must bef this year to MAO ZEDONG was handedation. Further he stated that the Korean
ready to render assistance. Peng Dehu,ZHOU ENLAI at 23 hours local time 12.1.comrades will be informed. In addition, Mao

Kim Son, Pak Il U. 24:00 4.1.” of this year. Zedong sent a telegram to Kim Il Sung and
With bolshevik greetings. ZAKHAROV Peng Dehuai with arequestto come to Beijing
MAO ZEDONG. No. 207 for a short time to discuss a number of
No. 103 questions. During their time in Beijing Mao
7.1.51. [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 336Zedong will also talk over with Kim Il Sung
List 121] the questions touched on in the memoran-
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 336, dum.
Listy 88-90] 52. 13 January 1951, ciphered telegram, 13.1.51 ROSHCHIN
Roshchin to USSR Foreign Ministry Spravka: no. 48 (from no. 837) of Jan
51. 13 January 1951, ciphered telegram, 13, 1950. Vyshinsky proposed to visit Zhou

ASSESSING THE POLITICS OF growing number of violations of the 38th

THE KOREAN WAR, 1949-51 parallel by South Korean police and armed. Kim insists on war, Stalin disagrees
forces. On 3 February 1949 Soviet Ambas-
by Evgueni Bajanov sador to North Korea Shtykov bitterly com- ~ While Stalin tried to prevent a war i

plained that the North Koreans did not havEorea in 1949, the North Korean leadersHip
This article is based on the recentlyenough trained personnel, adequate weaipereasingly put pressure on the Kremlip,
declassified Soviet archives and examinems and sufficient numbers of bullets t@lemanding permission to liberate the South.
the political line of Moscow as well as of itsrebuff intensifying incursions from the SouthOn 7 March 1949, while talking to Stalin ip
allies, Pyongyang and Beijing, on the KoReceiving Kim Il Sung in the Kremlin on 5Moscow Kim Il Sung said: “We believe thgt
rean Peninsulain 1949-1951, up to the armidarch 1949, Stalin showed an open concethe situation makes it necessary and possible
stice negotiations, which began in the sumabout growing pressure from the opponenb liberate the whole country through mil
mer of 1951. in the vicinity of the 38th parallel and em-tary means.” The Soviet leader disagreed,
The paper is divided into eleven secphatically told Kim: “The 38th parallel mustciting the military weakness of the North,
tions in order to show more clearly thebe peaceful. It is very importari.” the USSR-USA agreement on the 38th par-
evolution of the policies of the three com-  After Kim’s return to Korea, the situa- allel, and the possibility of American intef
munist governments in Korea. tion did not improve. On 17 April 1949, vention.
Stalin warned his ambassador of an immi-  Stalin added that only if the adversa
1. Stalin fears an attack from the South nent attack from the South. The Sovieattacked Pyongyang could they try milital
ambassador confirmed that a large-scale weeunification by launching a counterattac
Until the end of 1949 Stalin did not planwas begin prepared by Seoul with the help 6Then,” the Kremlin chief explained, “you
any aggression against South Korea. Immericans and raised alarm about the imnove will be understood and supported by
stead he was worried about an attack frombility of North Korean troops to withstandeveryone.8
the South, and did everything to avoid prothe aggressiofi. In May-August 1949 the In August and again in September 1949,
voking Washington and Seoul. In 1947Kremlin and Pyongyang continued to exNorth Korean leaders resumed pressure|on
1948 Soviet leaders still believed in thehange data about a possible attack from thdoscow, hoping to convince itthat: a) peace-
possibility of a unification of Korea, andSouth. The USSR was clearly afraid of sucful reunification was totally impossible; b
refused to sign a separate friendship arah attack, and was nervous not knowing hotthe Korean people wanted liberation and
cooperation treaty with North Korean leadeto prevent the war. Stalin repeatedly castiwould not understand if the chance for reumi-
Kim Il Sungl gated Ambassador Shtykov for failing to ddication was missed; c) Northern armed forces
In the beginning of 1949 the Sovieteverythingin his power to maintain peace owere superior to the Southern army; d) after
embassy began to alert the Kremlin to théhe 38th parallet. continued on page 87

A <
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Enlai and transmit to him Filippov's tele-goods ordered in the requests have been sent | send you a copy of my telegram of 14
gram regarding the memorandum of thenly in part? Will this difference be coveredlanuary 1951 to Comrade Peng Dehuai for
Chinese government. in 1951? | ask you to communicate aboutansmission to Comrade Kim Il Sung.

this. | ask you to familiarize yourself with it:
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 336, 4. Thatyou have established the amount$o Comrade Peng Dehuai. | ask that the
List 122 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5apf military credit for 1951 is very good. Ascontents of this telegram be transmitted to
Delo 5, Papka 11, List 13] soon as we sort out the first two requests weomrade Kim Il Sung.

will make an application for military goods The approximately 100,000 Korean re-
53. 16 January 1951, ciphered telegram, for 1951, with a careful calculation of the costruits being trained in Northeast China must
Mao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) of this military hardware, so that the total surbe incorporated into various corps of the

will not exceed the amount of 400,000,00®eople’s Army in the next 2-3 months, in the
SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF rubles established by you, so that the Soviperiod of rest and reformation, so that the
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET government will not be burdened by the fulcompanies in all divisions of the People’s

ARMY fillment of our military applications. Army will be fully manned. There must be
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 15607 5. Ithank you for your decision about themore than 100 men in each company and
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Vasilevsky, delivery of railway equipment as a part of th&0,000 - 15,000 men in each division.
Men’shikov military credit in accordance with the agree-  In the Korean army there are too many
From BEIJING Received 14 hours 30 minment on military credit, with a reduction ofunits of the division and brigade type. It is
utes 16.1.1951 25% of the cost of this equipment. necessary that all personnel be consolidated
EXTREMELY URGENT T 6. We agree that 5,000 automobiles dénto fifteen divisions (approximately) and

To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] livered to us in 1950 and 12,000 automobileSoviet arms be apportioned to them so that

1. I received your telegram of 4.1.51. which will be delivered in 1951 should bethese Korean divisions, cooperating with the

fully agree with all the arrangements conpaid through trade exchange. | hope that ydChinese volunteers, provide major support
tained in your telegram. | thank you and theill review my request and communicate amo them during the spring offensive (April -
Soviet Government for the assistance yoanswer aboutthe delivery ahead of time of thday), with the goal of finally resolving the

are rendering to us. remaining 12,000 automobiles for satisfyingsouth Korean question.
2. We have studied the draft agreemeithe needs of the front. In the next two to three months the
on military credit. 7.laskyouto communicate to us whetheaZhinese volunteers and the Korean troops

We fully agree with the draft of this gasoline and aviation fuel, for military pur-must carry out serious and major work, in
agreement, with the exception of the 1st amgbses, included in the application for militaryparticular to replenish the troops with newly
2nd points of the third article, to which wereequipment sent after 19.10.1950, will be intrained soldiers, to make sure that the newly
introduced changes on the basis of youwluded in the military equipment stipulatedrained soldiers imitate the experience of the
telegram of 4.1 of this year, about which wéy the agreement on military credit. Is theld soldiers, to strengthen the troop arma-
requested Comrade Zakharov to inform yolagreement on military equipment applicablenents, to rebuild the railways, to lay in store

With regard to the signing of this agreeto the aforementioned gasoline? food and ammunition, to improve the work
ment, Comrade Zhou Enlai will resolve this With bolshevik greetings! of transport and the rear service. Carrying
guestion together with Comrade Zakharov. MAO ZEDONG out this work can secure the final victory.

3. You communicated in your telegramNo. 262 It is possible that the enemy command
that in the first nine and a half months 0fi4.1.51 will have two variants for conducting subse-
1950 the USSR has agreed, in accordance guent military operations:
with the agreement on credit of 14.2.1950, tfSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, delo 337, 1. Under pressure from Chinese and
deliverto China military goods in the amount.isty 4-5] North Korean troops the enemy will make
of 140 million rubles. insignificant resistance and then withdraw

Not long ago Comrade Wang Jia-xiang4. 16 January 1951, ciphered telegram, from Korea. If this happens, it will be the
brought the requests of February and MaWao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) transmit-  result of our carrying out thorough prepara-
for military goods that he received from thding 14 January 1951 message from Mao to tions, because the enemy, having received
military-engineering administration of MVT Peng Dehuai with message for Kim Il Sung information about the preparation work be-
tothe general sum of 237,548,103.64 rubles, ing carried out, will be convinced that our
of which the request for February iSSECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF military forces have grown even greater, and
114,415,274.67 rubles and for MayTHE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET therefore, fearing difficulty, he will with-

123,132,828.97 rubles. ARMY draw from Korea.

Thus, the total value of the military CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 15603 2. The enemy will make stubborn resis-
goods delivered, contained in our telegranCopies: Stalin (2), Molotov tance in the area of Pusan-Taiko until he
is 97,500,000 rubles less than the value ¢from BEIJING Received 14 hours 45 minbecomes convinced of the uselessness of
the military goods in the February and Mawtes 16.1.1951 resistance, and then he will withdraw from
requests. EXTREMELY URGENT T South Korea.

Should it be considered thatthe military =~ To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin]. If this happens, it is necessary for us to
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carry out good preparation so that it will beeomrades think that it is not possible tdhis). Inthe main|agreed with the aforemen-
possible to continue to fight. In the opposit@ursue the retreating American and puppébned plan for the defense of the sea coast.
case, we can repeat the mistakes allowed fyouth Korea] troops with the forces of the | ask you to review.
the Korean troops in the period from June torean People’s Army alone. This would 3. The question of restaffing five corps.
September 1950. also take on an adventuristic character. It was decided that each corps must be

But it is also possible that objective  They stated that the Politburo regards amposed of three divisions. At present, all
causes will force us to make a single operaorrect the proposal made from my sidéve corps, with the exception of 1st corps,
tion in February, after which again to conabout the necessity of conducting rest arttave 4-5 divisions. However, these divi-
tinue the respite and reformation for theeformation for two months in order to makesions are not fully manned, there are 3,000-
purpose of completing the necessary prepa-forward advance cautiously, without hur4,000-5,000 men. It is proposed that each
ration for the next operation. This also mustying. Although Comrade PAKHON-YONG corps fill out three divisions using the fourth
be taken into account. However, if this doelsad his own opinion, after the second elucdivision of the corps. In this way each
not happen, then conducting the last decisivdation | made on 17 January, about the pogiivision can be brought to an average of
operation after finishing the necessary prepéive and negative sides of a risky forward@,000 men. | introduced a proposal to appor-
ration in two-three months, which was disadvance without carrying out preparatiortion 20,000 men per five armies from among
cussed above, will be necessary and praciind a cautious forward advance with adhe South Korean prisoners, but they did not
cable. vance preparation, he was satisfied. agree with me.

Chinese and Korean comrades must be The Soviet adviser also agreed that the With regard to my proposalto fill out the
patient and carry out the necessary prepanmgext operation is decisive, therefore with thexisting corps with the newly organized three

tion. approval of the Politburo of the Korean Work<corps, they did not agree with this. Although
| ask you to communicate your opinioners’ party, it will be conducted better. such a proposal was advanced by me, | con-
MAO ZEDONG.” 2. The question of the defense of the sesadered it awkward to defend it further. They
With Bolshevik greetings. coast. are planning the participation in the next
MAO ZEDONG Premier KIM IL SUNG and Comrade operations of three of their corps.
No. 260 RAZUVAEV put forth the following opin- 4. A sufficient number of cadres were
15.1.51 ions: 26 brigade will be based innot prepared for carrying out work in the

TSINNAMPO, 23 brigade in KAISIU, 24 newly liberated regions.
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 337brigade in GENZAN, 63 brigade in SEOUL earlier had a population of
Listy 1-3] BUGTKHENG, 69 brigade in KORIO. These1,500,000 persons, at the present time it

brigades will occupy by battalion, portionsprobably still has around 1,000,000 persons.
55. 27 January 1951, ciphered telegram, of the defense along the western and eastéfhere are great difficulties with food and
Mao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) convey- sea coast, where they will serve as sentridsiel. No assistance is being given to refugees
ing 19 January 1951 telegram from Peng Each brigade to have an average of 3,0@hd the unemployed. There is only just
Dehuai to Mao re meetings with Kim Il men, and moreover their combat capabilitgnough food for the Korean People’s Army
Sung is not high. and the Chinese Volunteer troops. In the

In addition to this, three newly orga-regions to the west of KAIDZIO and to the

SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF nized corps (6th, 7th and 8th) will control thesouth of SIARIN there are large gangs, which
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET following regions: 6th corps - ANSIU, 7th have even seized some locations. We agreed

ARMY corps - KOKUZAN, 8th corps - KANKO. to send one regiment and four battalions
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No decision was made about which units tblom the People’s Army to destroy these

Copies: Stalin (2) leave in SEOUL and CHEMUL'PO. Theygangs. Inaddition it was decided to send one
From BEIJING Received 19 hours 35 min-also ask to leave one army of Chinese Volumhvision from the 39th corps to the region to
utes 27.1.1951 teers, as a skeleton. We gave agreementth® west of the RINSINKO river to assist.

EXTREMELY URGENT T  leave one army, which will be located inThus, with the destruction of these gangs we

To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] TET-SUGEN. will be able to receive several dozen tons of

| send you a copy of the telegram from 1000 sea mines and 200,000 anti-tarfood.
Comrade Peng Dehuai to me of 19 Januaand other mines have been received from the Agreement in principle was obtained

1951. USSR. So far a decision was made to ugem our side in the discussion of such ques-
| ask you to familiarize yourself with it. 100,000 mines for defense of the sea coastns as: fortifying the areas under control;
“To Comrade MAO ZEDONG. and to place the sea mines in the mostimpatemoralization of the enemy—for example

Copy: To Comrade GAO GANG. tant ports. The task of defending the seareparation for the spring planting in North-
| arrived at Premier Comrade KIM IL coast to the south of the SUIGEN-ern KOREA, assistance to refugees; partial
SUNG's in the evening on 16 January 1958ANSIOKU line was assigned to the fortestoration of production in several facto-
and returned on the evening of 18 Januaryard units. Defense of the port RIUGANPOyies; developing a political offensive in the
1951. which is located in the area of SINGISIUareas temporarily occupied by the American
| report about the results of our meetingthey asked to assign to troops VO of northand puppet [South Korean] troops; creation
1. Comrade KIM IL SUNG and his east CHINA (one regiment is sufficient forof armed detachments which will include
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party and administrative workers and leaders 2. Ourtroops mustimmediately conduct 7. After the Chinese and Korean troops
of mass organizations which will penetrat@reparations for the fourth operation, wittoccupy the region to the north of the Taiden-
the enemy’s rear, where under the cover tfie goal of the destruction of 20,000 to 30,008nto boundary, they must again make a two
armed units of the detachment they will carrAmerican and puppet [South Korean] troopto three months long preparation, after which
out organizational work in the locality; theand the occupation of the area to the north & accomplish the last, fifth, operation of
combination of legal and illegal forms ofthe Taiden-Anto boundary. decisive significance. This is advantageous
struggle; striking a blow atthe mostreaction- 3. In the course of the preparation foin all respects.

ary elements; assistance to the progressitteis operation it is necessary to hold 8. The nintharmy group mustinthe near
elements; attracting to their side the interme&zhemul’po, the fortification before the bridgefuture be redeployed to the region of
diate elements; and also all methods of carrgn the south bank of the Kanko river and thByongyang, Seoul, Chemul’po, Suigen for
ing out these measures. However, in thety of Seoul, and also to draw out the mainest and reformation. At the same time they
future it will be clearer how to begin theenemy forces to the Suigen-Risen regiomust fulfill the task of defending the given
organization of the implementation of thesépfter the beginning of the operation the maimegion so as not to give the possibility to
measures resolutely and with the corredbrces of the North Korean and Chinesenemy troops to land in Chemul'’po an

placement of cadres. troops must break through the enemy’s lin€sinnampo. At the time of the fifth operation
PENG DEHUAI 12:00 19.1.51. of defense in the region of Gensiu and makée given army group must participate in
With bolshevik greetings! attacks in the direction toward Eisiu andnilitary operations on the western portions
MAO ZEDONG Anto. of the front.
No. 449 4. The withdrawal of Chinese and North 9. Atthe time of implementing the fourth
26.1.51 Korean troops for 15-30 km to the north andperation | ask you to think over the question

the publication of a communication aboubfwhetheritwill be better for the main forces
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 337support for the proposal about a temporamyf the Chinese and North Korean troops to
Listy 37-40] ceasefire is disadvantageous for us, since ti&ide into two echelons. Troops of each
enemy precisely wishes to cease militargchelon must have a five day dry ration.
56. 29 January 1951, ciphered telegram, operations only at the time when our troop$roops of the first echelon must make the
Mao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) convey- withdraw some distance to the north and ibreakthrough and carry out the pursuit of the
ing 28 January 1951 telegram from Mao order that he (the enemy) can blockade trenemy to a determined border, and the troops
Zedong to Peng Dehuai Kanko river. of the second echelon must continue the
5. After the conclusion of the fourthpursuit of the enemy, so that the operation
SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF operation, it is possible that the enemy wilwill continue for 10-12 days and that in this
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET conduct peace negotiations with us regardime it will be possible to destroy as many

ARMY ing aresolution of the Korean question. Corenemy troops as possible.

CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 16052 ducting negotiations will then be advanta- | ask you to communicate your opinion.
Copies: Stalin (2) geous for China and Korea. However, the MAO ZEDONG, 28.1.51
From BEIJING Received 18 hours 40 minenemy at present is calculating to return th9:00.”
utes 29.1.1951 fortification before the bridge on the southNo. 478.

EXTREMELY URGENT T  bank of the Kanko river, to the south of the8.1.51. MAO ZEDONG
To FILIPPOV [Stalin] line Seoul-Chemul’po and to blockade the

At the present time the American troop&anko river, so that Seoul would be undefSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 337,
are trying to attack the regions of the souttthreat of shelling from enemy artillery, so ad.isty 41-43]
ern bank of the Kanko river adjacent to Seouhereby to force us to cease military opera-
and Chemul’po [Inchon]. Such a situatiortions and begin peace negotiations. In this7. 30 January 1951, ciphered telegram,
has developed that our troops are deprivedwfay the enemy wants to place China anElilippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong
the possibility of continuing rest and reforKorea in a disadvantageous position, which
mation and are forced immediately to begiwe can in no case allow. CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 633
preparation for the fourth operation. 1 send 6. Our troops have not been able tBEIJING TO ZAKHAROV
you my telegram of 28.1.51, addressed teeceive reinforcements. Transporting troopSOR COMRADE MAO ZEDONG
Comrade PENG DEHUAI. is also inadequate. We have a very great Comrade MAO ZEDONG!
| ask you to familiarize yourself with it difficulty in this regard. However, we are in | received your telegram to PENG
and communicate your opinion about whethex position to concentrate the main forces arldEHUAI of 28 January. | agree with you.
this is advisable from the point of view of thewith a strike in the direction of Gensiu-EisiuFrom the international point of view it is
international situation: destroy a unit of American troops and four teindoubtedly advisable that CHEMUL'PO
“Comrade PENG DEHUAI! five divisions of South Korean troops. and SEOUL not be seized by the enemy, so
1. I received your telegram of 27.1.51, | ask you explain this to a meeting of thehat the Chinese-Korean troops can make a
24:00, and your order about preparation fdrigh command. This meeting must be corrserious rebuff to attacking enemy troops.
conducting military operations sent to alpletely directed to the preparation of the FILIPPOV [Stalin]
armies. fourth operation. No. 60/sh
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30 January 1951. leading the corps, but there are already arn®0. 3 February 1951, ciphered telegram,
apparatuses. It would be better to organiZeyn-Si(Stalin) to Kim Il Sung via Razuvaev

[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 336the 5 army administrations with 4 divisions

List 44] in each army, so that the army apparat@&h Administration of the General Staff of
itself directly commands its divisions. Inthisthe Armed Forces of the USSR

58. 30 January 1951, ciphered telegram, case the Korean armed forces would have ®PHERED TELEGRAM No. 100320

Fyn Si (Stalin) to Soviet Ambassador to its composition 5 armies (in all 20 divisions), = To RAZUVAEYV for KIM IL SUNG

the DPRK A.M. Razuvaev with message and 3 divisions could be in the reserve ofthe To Comrade KIM IL SUNG.

for Kim Il Sung main command for assisting the most needy We have insufficient lead not only for
armies according to the course of the operaatisfying the needs of China and Korea, but

8th Administration of the General Staff oftion. With time, when the commanders maalso for our own needs. In view of this we

the Armed Forces of the USSR ture, when there will be enough of them antlave decided to send to Korea a group of
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 100269 when they learn to command joint divisionsSoviet specialists to assist the Korean orga-
To Comrade RAZUVAEV. then it will be possible to transfer to a corpsizations in working out measures for the

Discuss the following telegram with system. restoration of mines, concentrating mills and

Comrade Kim Il Sung and his closest friends ~ Of course, this reform should not bdead factories for the purpose of increasing

and communicate their opinion. carried out now, but during a time of rest aftethe production of lead. We would like also to
1. Itis possible to consider it incontestconducting the operation. organize the export of lead ore to the USSR,

able that the present [North] Korean divi-  Discuss these proposals and communsince it is not being processed now in Korea

sions are less battle capable than the obtéte your opinion. for [industrial] processing.

divisions in the summer of last year. This i80 Jan 1951 We hope that you will not be opposed to

explained by the fact that the Koreans had 10 FYN SI [Stalin] this.

divisions, well fitted out with officer corps No. 4/854 We await your answer.

and more or less satisfactorily trained. An€opies: Stalin, Vasilevsky, Shtemenko FYN-SI [Stalin].

now the Koreans have 28 divisions, of which No. 83/sh.

19 divisions are at the front and 9 are ifiSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 3483 February 1951.
Manchuria. Itis clear that the Koreans arkisty 12-13 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis

not in a position to supply such a largé&a, Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 15-16] [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 348,
number of divisions with officer corps. Ac- List 20]

cording to our norms, each division, having59. 3 February 1951, ciphered telegram,

let's say, 8,000 men must have at least 8@%/n Si (Stalin) to Razuvaev 61. 4 February 1951, ciphered telegram,
officers, not counting sergeants. | have in Razuvaev to Fyn-Si (Stalin) reporting

mind the genuine officers, capable of ce8th Administration of the General Staff ofmessage from Kim Il Sung
menting a division, and not hastily commisthe Armed Forces of the USSR
sioned officers. It is clear that the Korean€IPHERED TELEGRAM No. 100319 CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 500361/sh
still don’t have such a number of officers. To Comrade RAZUVAEV. From Correspondent 20 Sent 4.2.51 14:35
Therefore the present Korean officers are  You did not understand my telegram oReceived 4.2. 15:10
understrength, unstable and little capable danuary 30 about the Korean divisions. ThiSentto the 8th Administration of the General
battle. The Koreans increased the number tdlegram is not a directive, but my proposabtaff of the Soviet Army 4.2 15:25
divisions and forgot about quality, but qualfor discussion together with Korean com- To Comrade FYN-SI [Stalin].
ity plays the decisive role here. rades. | asked you to communicate to me the To No. 4/854 and No. 81/sh.

2. It would be advisable in the givenopinion of the Korean comrades and your | report:
situation to have not more than 23 divisionewn opinion. You answer me that my order KIM IL SUNG and the Korean com-
in the Korean army, so that the officer corpwill be fulfilled by you. You did not under- rades discussed your telegram about the com-
of the reduced 5 divisions can be used to fiftand my telegram. Once again | ask you fmosition of forces of the Korean People’s
out the officer corps of the remaining weakkamiliarize KIM IL SUNG and his friends Army and arrived at the following conclu-
divisions, and the rank and file to use awith my telegram and after my proposal ision:
reinforcement. This will strengthen the divi-discussed, communicate to me the opinionof 1. To raise the battle readiness of the

sions, lessen the expenses and make fothee Koreans. troops and to improve their quality, it is
gain in arms. The same needs to be said FYN Sl [Stalin] necessary to lower the number of army ad-
regarding the four Korean infantry brigade8 February 1951. ministrations and the number of divisions.
which are in poorly combat readiness anio. 81/sh 2. To produce the decrease in army
which also can be used to fill out the divi- administrations and divisions by increasing
sions with officers and rank and file. [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 348the three army administrations from Man-
3. At this stage the organization of corpsist 20 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5achuria.
administration is inadvisable, since there af@elo 3, Papka 11, List 198] To reduce: two army administrations;

no, or almost no, commanders capable of — four pd [infantry divisions]: 2nd army
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- 27th and 31st pd, 5th army - 43rd pd, one BEIJING No. 4/2761 FILIPPOV [Stalin]
pd by increasing 8th army To ZAKHAROV for MAO 29.V.51

3. To temporarily keep naval brigadeZEDONG Copies: Stalin (2)
for the defense of bases and coastline. or ZHOU ENLAI

To strengthen the naval brigades to sig-  As is obvious, in the nearest future therfSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 348,
nificantly reduce VMU [“battle friction” will be major military operations in Korea byList 29 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a,
that results from being understrength]; théhe Chinese and Korean liberation troops. Relo 5, Papka 11, List 28]
sailor school and apparatus of naval conis apparent that you will need a large number
mand. of aviation both atthe frontand inthe rear. 165. 5 June 1951, ciphered telegram,

4. To carry out further reductions aftera previous telegram we accepted your prdé-ilippov to Mao Zedong
the next operation, which will begin Februposal about shifting the base of Belov's air
ary 7-13, 1951. force to Korea, in the rear of your troops, buEIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 3410

5. To have the total number of armywith the condition that two Chinese fighteBEIJING
units and divisions be within the numericabivisions be placed in the Andong regionto  TO KRASOVSKY

limits that you recommended. cover this area. However, we see now that FOR Comrade MAO ZEDONG

RAZUVAEV. view of the forthcoming major operations, | received your telegram of June 4, and
No. 375/sh you will need the largest possible aviatiomlso the two directives of Comrade Peng
4251 force at the front. We have therefore decidedehuai.
Copies: Stalin (2), Vasilevsky, Shtemenkoto send to Andong from the USSR an addi- | also think, as do you, that the war in
File of 8th Administration tional large fighter division so that the twoKorea should not be speeded up, since a

Chinese fighter divisions which were desigdrawn out war, in the first place, gives the
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 348nated for covering Andong would be sent tpossibility to the Chinese troops to study
Listy 25-26 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opishe front for use in operations at the front. contemporary warfare on the field of battle
5a, Delo 3, Papka 11, Listy 199-200] We hope that you will not object. and inthe second place shakes up the Truman
FILIPPOV [Stalin] regime in America and harms the military
62. 16 February 1951, ciphered telegram, No. 139/sh prestige of the Anglo-American troops.
Filippov (Stalin) to Zhou Enlai via 15 March 1951 In my telegram | wrote mainly about the
Zakharov fact that it is risky to conduct maneuvers if
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 337there are no strong defensive fortifications in
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 1078 List 118 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5ahe rear, to which the main forces could be
Sent 22:03 16.2.51 Delo 3, Papka 11, List 202] quickly withdrawn. Comrade Peng Dehuai
Transmitted 22:55 16.2.51 writes that he is creating three defensive lines
BEIJING - To Comrade ZAKHAROV 64. 29 May 1951, ciphered telegram, in the rear. If this is done and the defensive
for Comrade ZHOU ENLAI Filippov (Stalin) to Razuvaev with mes- lines are truly serious, then the affair will
Yourrequest about advisers for the Chisage for Kim Il Sung proceed in a better way and the troops will
nese Air Army will be satisfied. | consider not fall into encirclement.
it more advisable to give you advisers wh&th Administration of the General Staffofthe ~ You complain that you have little artil-
know China and are familiar with the air warArmed Forces of the USSR lery, antitank guns and other arms. | commu-
in Korea. As adviser to the command of th€IPHERED TELEGRAM No. 101255 nicated to you two months ago that the Poles
Air Army we suggest Major General PYONGYANG have retracted their orders and we therefore
GOLUNOV, who is attached to General of To Comrade RAZUVAEV. could make for you additional deliveries of
the Army ZAKHAROV. The list of remain- Visit KIM IL SUNG and communicate arms in this year, thus increasing the volume
ing advisers will be communicated sepato him that we have received their applicatioof military credit for 1951. Comrade Zhou
rately. for additional delivery of rifle-mortar arms Enlai welcomed this report of mine and told
FILIPPOV [Stalin] that was sent through you. Communicate tas that you will soon send new applications.
No. 635037 Comrade KIM IL SUNG that we unfortu- However, there are no new applications from
16 February 1951. nately cannot now fully satisfy this applicayou. Why is this? How is this explained?
tion, since he sent it almost in the middle of\gain | communicate to you that we could
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 3361951, while arms were already allocated fanake new deliveries of artillery for you if
List 60 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5athe Peoples Democracies in February.  you want this.
Delo 5, Papka 11, List 26] At this time we can send to KOREA Comrade Peng Dehuai is right that it is
during the month of June: 25,000 carbinesiecessary to strengthen the operations of
63. 15 March 1951, ciphered telegram, 5,000 sub-machine guns, 1,200 light mapartisan detachments in the enemy’s rear.
Filippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong or Zhou chine guns, 550 medium machine guns, 27Bhis is absolutely necessary.
Enlai (via Zakharov) TShK machine guns, 500 antitank rifles, 700 Comrade Peng Dehaui writes about the
82 mm mortars, and 125 120 mm mortars.presence of a relatively high fighting spirit
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 1749 Telegraph the fulfillment. among the Anglo-American troops, and about
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the fact that “serious rightist moods” havematter of the resolution of these importarto six months, then why is it impossible to
appeared among the Chinese troops. In ngyestions. complete the training of Chinese pilots in
opinion this is explained by the factthatyour At the present time Comrade KIM IL seven to eight months? Isn’tit time to throw
local maneuvers with some forward advanc8UNG is in BEIJING. He wishes to go withaway this harmful overcautiousness? The
but then a falling back, repeated sever&@omrade GAO GANG for discussion ofChinese troops will not fight without air

times, create among your troops the imprethese questions with you. cover. Therefore it is necessary to create
sion of weakness of Chinese and Koreans, | ask you to communicate your opinionmore quickly a group of eight Chinese air
but create among the Anglo- American troopabout the possibility of this trip. fighter divisions and send them to the front.
the impression of their might. | fear that this MAO ZEDONG This is now your main task.

situation can undermine the spirit of théNo. 2787 Belov can send one division closer to the
Chinese-Korean troops. | think that it will5.6.51 Chinese border in Manchuria, and two divi-
not be possible to crush these unhealthy sions can be held in the rear in North Korea,
moods unless you prepare and carry out[&ource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339thus freeing up two airports for the Chinese
serious blow to the enemy with the defeat dfist 23] fighter divisions closer to the front. This is
three to four enemy divisions. This would absolutely necessary. It is necessary to ar-
lead to a serious turnaround in the moods 6f7. 7 June 1951, ciphered telegram, range matters sothatthe Chinese rely only on
the Chinese-Koreans as well as among th&lippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong their own aviation at the front.
Anglo-American troops. This, of course, Report the fulfillment.

will not be broad and far from being an CIPHERED TELEGRAM FILIPPOV [Stalin]

offensive, will be only a serious short blow  BEIJING—TO KRASOVSKY No. 303/sh

againstthe enemy, but this will be the kind of  for Comrade MAO ZEDONG.

blow that will sober up the enemy and raise To Comrade MAO ZEDONG. [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339,

the fighting spirit of the Chinese-Korean  We received your telegram about théist 47 and AVP RF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a,
troops. Moreover this would give you therip to us of Comrades GAO GANG andDelo 5, Papka 11, List 33]

possibility of undertaking then wider andKIM IL SUNG. We are ready to receive

more successful local maneuvers needed @mrades GAO GANG and KIM IL SUNG 69. 13 June 1951, ciphered telegram,

exhaust the enemy. and to discuss with them the questions indFilippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong re meet-
FILIPPOV [Stalin] cated in your telegram. ing in Moscow with Gao Gang and Kim Il

No. 297/sh On 8 June in the morning we will send &ung

5 June 1951 plane from Moscow to Peking to transport

Comrades GAO GANG and KIM IL SUNG CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 3557
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339to Moscow. The plane will arrive in Beijing BEIJING, TO ROSHCHIN
Listy 17-18] on 9 June. Deliver immediately to the addressee.
We ask you to give an order to your “To Comrade MAO ZEDONG.
66. 5 June 1951, ciphered telegram, Mao authorities about the unimpeded flight of the  Today there was a conversation with

Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) plane andits reception at the airportin Beijingzour representatives from Manchuria and
FILIPPOV [Stalin] Korea [Gao Gang and Kim Il Sung]. Three
SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF guestions were raised:
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339,  First—about an armistice. We recog-
ARMY List 26 and AVP RF, Fond 059a, Opis 5anized that an armistice is now advantageous.
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 20448 Delo 5, Papka 11, List 30] Second—about military advisers. Ifthey
Copies: Stalin (2) are very necessary to you, then we are ready
From BeijingReceived 18:30 5 June 195168. 13 June 1951, ciphered telegram, to satisfy you.
SERIESG T. Filippov (Stalin) to Soviet military advi- Third—about the delivery of arms for
TO FILIPPOV [Stalin] sor in Beijing Krasovsky sixteen divisions. There will not be objec-
Comrade FILIPPOV! tions from our side.
In the course of conducting the war infCIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 3559 I won't write about the details, since
KOREA we have run into such serious ques- BEIJING your representatives will report to you about
tions as the financial question, the question TO KRASOVSKY them.

of the conduct of military operations directly ~ According to our information, our pilots We consider it absolutely necessary now
at the front, the question of the danger of are training the Koreans very slowly and in o start moving at least eight fighter aviation
possible enemy landing on the sea coast $fipshod manner. You and General Belodivisions from the sixteen Chinese divisions.
our rear. apparently intend to make professors rath&e think that besides two or three aviation
Weintendto send Comrade GAO GANGhan battle pilots out of the Chinese pilotsdivisions of MIG-15s, you could take to the
to MOSCOW by plane in a few days toWe consider this to be overcautiousness dront from central and southern China five or
inform you regarding the aforementionedhe side of our aviation specialists. If Russix divisions of MIG-9’s, which operate very
guestions and to ask your directions in thsian pilots were trained during the war in fiveeffectively against bombers. Eight fighter
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divisions on your front could fully satisfy of an armistice to Comrade GAO GANG inthe Korean army and Chinese volunteer troops
the needs of the front. According to ounrder for him to relay it to you and receivenust occupy a defensive position for the next
information your pilots are already ready tanstructions from you. | won't write about ittwo months.

fly. It is necessary to put them into battlén detail here. It is better to act in this way:

more quickly, so that they will be not paper Comrade PENG DEHUAI very much 1. To wait for the enemy to make an
pilots, but battle pilots. We trained our pilotsneeds Soviet advisers on strategy and tactiegpeal.

for action at the front in five months. Severit would be desirable if you could send them 2. It is hoped that, on the basis of the

to eight months of training is fully sufficient as soon as possible. statement of [State Department official on-
for the Chinese pilots. We considerthistobe  With regard to the participation of eightleave George F.] Kennan, the Soviet govern-
the main question now for your front. fighter divisions in battles, in accordancenentwould make aninquiry to the American

After the end of the conversation wewith your advice, | gave an order to thgovernment about an armistice.

received information that the Anglo-Ameri-General Staff to draw up a plan. In addition, It is possible to bring this about in two
cans intend to appeal soon to you and to thgave an order to Comrade PENG DEHUAWways simultaneously, which are that from
Koreans in the name of the sixteen natiorthat our troops firmly hold the line of defens®ne side the Soviet government makes an
fighting against Korea with a proposal abouat the second and third defensive lines andquiry, and from the other—if the enemy
an armistice. But before making this procreate a new defensive line. puts forth the question of an armistice, then
posal they want to strike a blow against our  The position at the front in June will beKorea and China will express their agree-
troops. It is possible that these are mereluch that our forces will be comparativelyment to this. We ask you to share opinions
rumors, but it is fully possible and probableveaker than those of the enemy. In July wabout which is more advisable and decide
that these are not merely rumors, but correvill be stronger than in June and in August weiith Comrade Filippov.

spondstoreality. We therefore advise you twill be even stronger. We will be ready in 3. Conditions for the armistice: restora-
hold tight the line of defense and not allowAugustto make a stronger blow to the enemtion of the border at the 38th parallel; to

the enemy to advance. MAO ZEDONG apportion from both North Korea and South
FILIPPQV [Stalin].” 13.6.51" Korea an insignificant strip [to serve] as a

For Roshchin. ROSHCHIN neutral zone. A proposal that the neutral
We ask you to familiarize KrasovskyNo. 2974 zone come only from the territory of North
with this telegram. We are sending him 43.6.51 Korea will by no means be accepted. North
special directive. and South Korea [should not] interfere with

FILIPPOV [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339pne another.

No. 302/sh Listy 55-56; and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis  As concerns the question of the entrance
5a, Papka 11, List 34] of China into the UN, we consider that it is

[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339, possible not to raise this question as a condi-

Listy 31-32 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opig'1. 14 June 1951, handwritten letter from tion, since China can refer to the fact that the
5a, Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 31-32] Gao Gang and Kim Il Sung to Stalin, with  UN has in fact become an instrument of

13 June 1951 handwritten letter from Mao aggression, and therefore China does not at
70.13 June 1951, ciphered telegram, Mao Zedong to Gao Gang and Kim Il Sung the present time attach a special significance

Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) via Roshchin to the question of entrance into the UN.
To Comrade Stalin, I.V. You mustthink aboutwhetheritis worth
SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF We have received a reply telegram fromaising the question of Taiwan as a condition.
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET Comrade Mao Zedong. We ask you to rdn order to bargain with them, we consider
ARMY ceive it and if time allows also to receive ushat this question should be raised.
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 20772 today. We very much ask youto showussuch If America firmly insists that the ques-
Copies: Stalin (2) a high honor. Then we will have the possibiltion of Taiwan be resolved separately, then
From BEIJING Received 19:55ity to depart tomorrow to resolve all thewe will make a corresponding concession.
13.June.1951 questions in accordance with your instruc-  In the interests of the cause of peace we
Series“G” T tions. will resolve first of all the question of Korea.
To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] With communist greetings! | ask you to appeal to Comrade Filippov and
To my [telegram] No. 2967 (vkh. No. Gao Gang to receive orders from him.
20757). Kim Il Sung 4. We have ordered Deng Hua and the
13.6.51 at 22:00 Beijing time I received 14 June 1951 commander of the armies of the 13th army
the following telegram addressed to yolattached handwritten letter]. group immediately to return to the front and
from MAO ZEDONG. “To Comrades Gao Gang and Kim Il Sungto hold firmly the present line of the front. In
“To Comrade FILIPPOV. | received your telegram of 13 June. June and July preparations will be carried out
| received your telegram of 13 June. Concerning how to raise the question ahtensively. In August we will carry out a

Today | received a telegram from Comnegotiations about an armistice, we considéarger operation. If the enemy does not make
rades GAO GANG and KIM IL SUNG. I it inadvisable for Korea and China thema large-scale amphibious landing in our rear,
communicated our opinion on the questioselves to advance this question today, sintieen our goal can be achieved. If the enemy
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does not send new reinforcements to Koragegotiations fully in accordance with yourFilippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong
and does not make an amphibious landingpinion.

then in August we will be significantly stron- 3. According a telegram received from CIPHERED TELEGRAM
ger than now. Comrade Siu Sian-tsian after his preliminarBEIJING - Comrade KRASOVSKY
5. Right now we are planning the transnegotiations with representatives of the So- For Comrade MAO ZEDONG
fer of our aviation units to the front. viet General Staff, of the total quantity of  We received your telegram of June 21.
Mao Zedong arms for sixty divisions according to the 1. You must already know from [Soviet
13.6.51" calculation of the Soviet General Staff, armambassador to the UN Jacob] Malik’s speech

for only sixteen divisions will be deliveredthat our promise about raising the question of
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339this year (including for three Korean [divi-an armistice has already been fulfilled by us.
Listy 57-60 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opisions]), and arms for the remaining fortydt is possible that the matter of an armistice
5a, Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 35-37] four divisions will be delivered in 1952- will move forward.

1953. This is in contradiction to the needs 2. As concerns arms for 60 divisions
72.21 June 1951, ciphered telegram, Mao and time frame of the Korean theater othen | must say to you directly that to fulfill
Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) military operations. this application in the course of a single year

4. For the goal of satisfying the urgents physically impossible and altogether un-

SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF needs of the Korean theater of military opthinkable. Our production and military spe-
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET erations, | ask you to study the applicationsialists consider it completely impossible to

ARMY transmitted by Comrade Gao Gang to Congive arms for more than 10 divisions in the
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 21039 rade Siu Sian-tsian, and explore the possibitourse of 1951. The fulfillment of the appli-
Copies: Stalin (2) ity of fulfilling all deliveries of rifles, artil- cation for 60 divisions is possible, and at that
From BEIJING Received 21:15 lery, tanks, airplanes, automobiles, spare pansth great difficulty, only in the course of
21.6.1951 for automobiles and GSM, medicines and951, '52, '53 and the first half of '54, i.e. in
SERIES “G" T other military equipment, at 1/6 [of the totallthe course of three years. Such is the final
To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] monthly, from July to the end of the year, sopinion of our production and military spe-
Comrade FILIPPOV! that the various military units in the Korearcialists. | have tried in every way to shorten

1. Comrade Gao Gang has returned artdeater of military operations receive replenthese periods even if by a half year, but
transmitted your opinion on various quesishment according to the presently existingnfortunately upon examination it has turned

tions. organizational structure, what is advantasut that this is impossible.
| consider that they are all correct and wgeous for the conduct of military operations. | will communicate about all this in
must do precisely thus. 5. With the availability this year of de-more detail in a separate telegram and also

As regards the question of planting rubliveries of arms according to our applicaabout the staff-organizational structure of
ber trees, we intend immediately to start thibons, the missing quantity of arms needethe present Chinese divisions.
planning. for units in accordance with the new organi- FILIPPOV [Stalin]

| hope that the Soviet government willzational structure proposed by the Sovi€t4 June 1951
send its representatives to assist us in formGeneral Staff can be delivered in the nextio. 635177
lating plans. year. Simultaneously with this, in accor-

2. Our troops’ eight months of experi-dance with the delivery of arms, we will[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339,
ence in conducting war in Korea has clearlyeorganize the selections for this divisiorList 78 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a,
shown the great difference in the equipmernd in that way gradually convert the sixteebelo 5, Papka 11, List 38]
of our troops and the troops of the enemy ardivisions to the new organization.
the extreme necessity ofimproving the equip- 6. We have delayed our applications for4. 26 June 1951, ciphered telegram,
ment of our troops. This is why we commisthree months and have thus brought greBtlippov (Stalin) to Krasovsky in Beijing
sioned Comrade Gao Gang to appeal to ydwarm to ourselves. Today we suddenly havelaying telegram from Mao Zedong
with arequest about delivery to us of arms faxppealed to you with such large numbers and

sixteen divisions, to which you agreed. Thigvant all this to be delivered in six months. CIPHERED TELEGRAM
is the minimal requirement of our troops ifThis places before you great difficulties, BEIJING - TO KRASOVSKY
Korea for the present year. especially in the area of transport. 1 do not We have received the following tele-
Upon his return Gao Gang said that yoknow if this can be done. | ask you to do agram from Mao Zedong:
consider our requirements in arms for eaamuch as is possible. “The government of the Chinese
division insufficient and proposed to MAO ZEDONG People’s Republic intends to send fighter
strengthen each division with tanks and artiNo. 3107  21.6.51 divisions armed with MIG-15s to Korea for
lery. participation in the military actions, which
| consider this completely correct. ThigSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339will be much better than sending divisions
is necessary in war against imperialists. Listy 64-65] armed with MIG-9 planes. It is therefore
| already sent atelegram to Comrade Siu necessary in the course of one and a half to

Sian-tsian [with instructions] to conduct the73. 24 June 1951, ciphered telegram, two months to retrain the 6th, 12th and 14th
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fighter divisions, which are armed with MIG- Gromyko notes that the text of the letter wa28.6.51
9s, on MIG-15s, with a calculation of senditransmitted by Soviet ambassador Razuvaev
ing them to the front in September 1951. by telegraph, using the telegraph line of thiSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339,

The government of the Chinese Peoplelinistry of War USSR. Listy 85-86 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis
Republic asks you to give an order to the 5a, Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 40-41]
Soviet comrades in China to retrain the 6tjSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 348,
12th and 14th fighter divisions on MIG-15sListy 34-36] 77.30 June 1951, ciphered telegram, Mao
in the indicated periods.” As is obvious, Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) transmitting

Mao Zedong does not want to take MIG-986. 28 June 1951, ciphered telegram, 29 June 1951 telegram from Kim Il Sung
from the Chinese airports for transfer to th&rasovsky to Filippov (Stalin) transmit- to Mao

front, but prefers to leave them in place, anting 29 June 1951 telegram from Kim I

to use at the front only MIG-15 divisions.Sung to Mao SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF
Speak with Mao Zedong, and if our suppo- THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET
sition is confirmed, tell him that your peopleSECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF ARMY

will begin the retraining of Chinese pilotsTHE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 21336

now flying MIG-9s for flights on MIG-15s. ARMY Copies: Stalin (2)

It seems to us that this does not require twWGIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 21266 From BEIJING Received 11:30 30.6.1951

months, but if the Chinese insist, then traiCopies: Stalin (2) SERIES “G" T

them in the course of two months. Reporftrom BEIJING Received11:12 28.6.1951 To Comrade FILIPPQV [Stalin]

the fulfillment. SERIES “G” Atelegram from Comrade Kim Il Sung.

FILIPPQOV [Stalin] To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] “Comrade Mao Zedong!

26 June 1951 | report: Malik’s speech on the radio on June 23
A meeting took place 27.6.51 at 19 hoursfthis year aroused interestamong the Ameri-

[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 33930 minutes Beijing time. cans in the question of the cessation of mili-

List 81 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a, In the conversation Comrade Madary actions in Korea. In the United Press

Delo 5, Papka 11, List 39] Zedong expressed the opinion that the 6thgport from Washington on June 28 it says:

12th and 14th fighter aviation divisions, whicHAmong American generals and senior of-
75. 26 June 1951, letter, Kim Il Sung to have been trained on MIG-9s, must retrain dicers the hope for a cessation of military

Stalin MIG-15s before being sent to the front. Thactionsin Korea grows with every day. [U.S.
period of retraining was established as or@ommander Matthew] Ridgway constantly

Moscow, Kremlin and a half to two months, so that these divinaintains contact with the chief of the Ameri-
TO COMRADE STALIN, I.V. sions could take part in the forthcoming opean General Staff on the question of the

| am happy to inform you that despiteerations in Korea. possibility of a cessation of military actions.

the complicated military situation, our Ko- To the question | raised about the con- From the reports being circulated it is
rean organizations were able to secure thstruction of three additional airbases for thknown that as soon as Ridgway receives an
fulfillment of the plan for sending to the deployment of Chinese divisions, Comraderder from the Ministry of National Defense
Soviet Union lead, lead ore and lead conceMao Zedong answered that Nie Rongzhen iof the USA, he will enter negotiations with
trate. the name of the Prime Minister sent a teldhe commander of the North Korean troops.
As of 24 June of this year, in connectiorgram to Comrade Kim Il Sung with a requesi report about this will be made by the staff
with the plan for delivery of 7,000 tons,to select a place to the south of Pyongyara UN troops.
8,379 tons were delivered, of which 7,23%&nd as soon as possible build three airbases How should we relate to this? How
tons were transferred to Chinese territory.there for jet planes. should we answer, if Ridgway wants to con-
By the same date we delivered 10,714 The commander of the VVS [Air Force]duct negotiations.
tons of lead concentrate and 10,714 tons of the PLA [People’s Liberation Army] of | ask you urgently to communicate your
enriched lead ore, of which 9,749 tons wer€hina Liu Yalou, who was present at th&oncrete opinion on this question.
transferred to Chinese territory. conversation, stated that they have in mind Kim Il Sung 29.6.51”
The government of the Korean People’sising the MIG-9s in the future in schools and Mao Zedong
Democratic Republic will also in the futurein the PVO [Anti- Aircraft Defense] systemNo. 3261
devote maximum attention to the matter obf the country. 30.6
securing and increasing the delivery to the  An order was given by me to the com-
Soviet Union of materials of lead content. mands of the 17th, 144th and 328th fightgSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339,
KIM IL SUNG aviation divisions immediately to begin re-List 92 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a,
26 June 1951. training the 6th, 12th and 14th Chinese fightddelo 4, Papka 11, List 11]
Pyongyang. aviation divisions on MIG-15 planes, accord-
This copy was received July 30, 1951 byng to the confirmed program. 78. 30 June 1951, ciphered telegram, Mao
diplomatic post from Pyongyang and sent to KRASOVSKY Zedong to Filippov (Stalin)
A.N. Poskrebyshev by A. Gromyko.No. 3235
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SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF send corresponding representatives to con- 3. For the goal of securing for our repre-
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET duct negotiations. sentatives time for full preparation for the
ARMY As regards how to answer Ridgwaymeeting it seems to me advantageous to
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 21334 after receiving a demand from Ridgway, th@ame July 15 as the opening day of the
Copies: Stalin (2) contents should be discussed and an answeeeting.
From BEIJING Received 11:20 formulated. What is your opinion on this 4. In light of the compressed period of
30.6.1951 question? time and the great importance of the given
SERIES “G" T If negotiations begin, it is extremelymeeting | ask you to immediately communi-
To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] necessary that you personally lead them, sate with comrade Kim Il Sung, personally to
1. | have received your two telegramghat we do not find ourselves in a disadvariead this meeting and simultaneously to in-
(of 24.6.51 and 28.6.51). | fully agree withtageous position. form me.
your opinion. | send you for familiarization the tele- Mao Zedong.
a) As regards the time periods for thgram of Comrade Kim Il Sung.
delivery of armaments for sixteen divisions, MAO ZEDONG [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339,
we should act only on the basis of the produdNo. 3260 Listy 93-94 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis
tive and transport possibilities of the SovieB80.6 5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, Listy 12-13]
Union, that is [we should] complete the de-
liveries of arms for sixteen divisions in thgSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 33980. 30 June 1951, ciphered telegram,
course of three years, and in 1951 completgsty 90-91] Filippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong
the deliveries for ten divisions.
b) The staff-organizational structure yowr9. 30 June 1951, ciphered telegram, Mao CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 3917

have proposed for the present Chinese infaedong to Filippov (Stalin); note: no pho- BEIJING—TO KRASOVSKY

try divisions is very good. We are imple-tocopy available—text copied by hand and for Comrade MAO ZEDONG
menting it. With sixteen divisions armed intherefore exact heading not presented Your telegrams about an armistice have
accordance with this staff-organizational been received.

structure, the Chinese army will be far stron-  The commander of the troops of the In our opinion it is necessary immedi-
ger than at present. enemy, Ridgway, today made a statemeantely to answer Ridgway over the radio with

2. Malik’s statement secured us the iniwith a proposal that representatives of bothgreement to meet with his representatives
tiative in the matter of conducting peacevarring sides meet on a Danish ship in thior negotiations about an armistice. This
negotiations. On 28.6.51 | received througport of Genzan for a meeting about the cesommunication must be signed by the Com-
Comrade Roshchin the main positions of thgation of military activities. Simultaneouslymand of the Korean People’s Army and the
contents of the conversation of Comradwith this he stated that a corresponding guacommand of the Chinese volunteer units,
Gromyko with the American ambassador tantee is required, and only in this case catonsequently by Comrade KIM IL SUNG

the Soviet Union, [Alan] Kirk. Atthe end of military actions be ceased. and Comrade PENG DEHUAI. Ifthereis no
the text is stated: “Only two representatives | report to you my opinion on the givensignature of the commander of the Chinese
must participate from each side. Moreoveguestion. volunteer units, then the Americans will not

these representatives must be from the com- | ask you to study [it] and give an an-attach any significance to only one Korean
mand of the corresponding military unitsswer, and | also ask you to communicate gignature. Itis necessary decisively to refuse
and not representatives of the governmentsamediately to Comrade Kim Il Sung. the Danish hospital ship in the area of Genzan
Thus, from the Chinese side arepresen- 1. Comrade Kim Il Sung presumablyas a place of meeting. It is necessary to
tative of the volunteer troops must particimust give an answer to Ridgway on the 2ndemand that the meeting take place at the
pate and not a representative of China, asoa3rd of July. In this answer he must expres38th parallel in the region of Kaesong. Keep
warring state.” | consider this completelyhis agreementto representatives of both sidesmind that at the present time you are the
correct. conducting negotiations about a cessation bbsses of the affair of an armistice and the
| have received a telegram from Commilitary operations, and to propose a timeAmericans will be forced to make conces-
rade Kim Il Sung in which he asks how helace and number of participants for thesions on the question of a place for the
should answer if Ridgway calls for negotiameeting. meeting.
tions to begin. 2. As concerns the place for holdingthe  Send to Ridgway today an answer
| have already communicated to Comnegotiations, Ridgway suggests the port abughly like this:
rade Kim |l Sung and Peng Dehuai that on théenzan. “To the commander of UN troops Gen-
one hand we must carefully watch the mili-  Considering that Genzan is a fortifiederal RIDGWAY. Your statement of 28 June
tary situation so as not to give the enemy treea base of North Korea and the enemmggarding an armistice has been received.
possibility of using this moment to his ad-intends to make a landing there, it seems We are authorized to declare to you that we
vantage, and on the other hand Comrade Kime disadvantageous to agree to hold negotiagree to a meeting with your representatives
Il Sung and Peng Dehuai must discuss thi®ns in Genzan. Is it impossible to proposér negotiations about a cessation of military
guestion and be prepared, in case of a d®r the conduct of negotiations the town ofctions and the establishment of an armi-
mand by the enemy to begin negotiations, téaidzio, a point on the 38th parallel? stice. We propose as a meeting place the 38th
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parallel in the area of the city of Kaesong. Ithe following points: Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) conveying 30
you agree, our representatives will be pre- a) Time of ceasefire and cessation afune 1951 message from Kim Il Sung to
pared to meet with your representatives Julyilitary operations; Mao
10-15. b) Withdrawal of troops from the 38th
Commander in Chief of the Koreanparallel to the north and south for 5-10 km;SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF
People’s Army c¢) Crossing the 38th parallel by land omMHE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET
KIM IL SUNG air is prohibited from the moment of theARMY
Commander in Chief of the Chineseceasefire; CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 21404
Volunteer Units d) Withdrawal of naval forces from theCopies: Stalin (2)
PENG DEHUAI territorial waters of KOREA and removal ofFrom BEIJING Received 12:10 3.7.1951
Date.” the blockade; SERIES “G" T
In your telegram you propose that we  e) Withdrawal of all foreign troops from To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin]
direct the negotiations about an armisticK OREA within a two month period; Telegram of Comrade KIM IL SUNG.
from Moscow. This, of course, isinconceiv-  f) Carrying out an exchange of prisoners ~ “Comrade MAO ZEDONG!
able and not necessary. It's up toyou to leadf war and return of civilian population. | propose to create our delegation with a
Comrade MAO ZEDONG. The most we Comrade KIM IL SUNG awaits corre- composition of three persons: chief of gen-
can give is advice on various questions. Weponding advice of Comrade FILIPPOVeral staff of the People’s Army of Korea

also cannot maintain direct communicatioiStalin]. NAM IL (head of the delegation), deputy

with KIM IL SUNG. You must maintain | ask your orders. minister of foreign affairs PAK DON CHO

communication [with him]. RAZUVAEV and one representative from the volunteer
FILIPPQOV [Stalin] No. 1751 troops.

30 June 1951 1 July 1951 During the meeting of representatives

No. 335/11 Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,of both sides we propose to advance the

Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, following points:
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339Khrushchev, Vyshinsky, Sokolovsky, 1. Beginning from a certain day and

Listy 95-96 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opisshtemenko, File of 8th Department hour (according to Pyongyang time) both
5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, Listy 14-15] sides must cease fire and all other military
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 340¢perations.
81. 1 July 1951, ciphered telegram, Listy 3-4] 2. Beginning from a certain day the
Razuvaev to S.M. Shtemenko reporting troops of both sides must within three days
message from Kim Il Sung to Filippov 82.1July 1951, cipheredtelegram, Filippov withdraw from the 38th parallel for a dis-
(Stalin) (Stalin) to Razuvaev with message for Kim tance of 10 km and create a buffer zone in that
Il Sung region.
CIPHERED TELEGRAM 3. Both sides must cease the transfer of
From Correspondent 20 Sent1.7.51 5:38TH ADMINISTRATION OF THE GEN- land, naval and air forces across the 38th
Received 1.7.51 7:16 ERAL STAFF OF THE ARMED FORCES parallel.
Dispatched to 8th Administration of the OF THE USSR 4. Withdraw all foreign ships from the
General Staff of the Soviet Army 1.7.51CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 101529 territorial waters of North Korea and liqui-
7:25 To Comrade RAZUVAEV. date the blockage of the sea coast north of the
By telegram Wereceived your telegram of July 1, No38th parallel.
Extremely urgent 1751. 5. In the course of two months from the
To Comrade SHTEMENKO S.M. Transmit to KIM IL SUNG that the Ko- day of the ceasefire all foreign land, naval
| report: rean government must come to an agreemertd air forces will withdraw from Korea.

1. The text of an answer of KIM IL on the questions raised in the telegram with 6. In the course of two months from the
SUNG to a meeting on negotiations wathe Chinese government and together woday of the ceasefire an exchange of prisoners

given by me according to the line of MID. Itout the proposals. will be conducted.

is proposed to give an answer 2- 3.7.51. From the telegram received it is not 7. The civilian population forcefully
Agreement of MOSCOW is urgently apparent that the proposals of KIM IL SUNGaken by the American and Rhee Syngmann

needed. have been agreed to by MAO ZEDONG. troops from regions north of the 38th parallel
2. The composition of the delegation FILIPPOV [Stalin]. must be returned.

from the Korean People’s Democratic ReNo. 4/3208 | ask you urgently to give an answer

public is proposed to be three persons—thzJuly 1951 after familiarizing yourself with the tele-

chief of staff of the Korean People’s Army gram.

NAM IL, the deputy Minister of Foreign [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 340, KIM IL SUNG 30.6.1951.”

Affairs PAK DENCHO and [one] from the List 5] MAO ZEDONG

Chinese volunteers. No. 3304

3. It is proposed that NAM IL declare83. 3 July 1951, ciphered telegram, Mao 3.7.51
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neutral states which would supervise the Comrade KIM IL SUNG insists on ad-
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339ulfillment of points 1, 2 and 3. In this vancing this point. However, to bring this
Listy 6-7] committee there must be an equal number about s very difficult. Itis apparent that with

representatives of neutral states that have negard to this question many differences of
84. 3 July 1951, ciphered telegram, Mao taken part in the Korean war and that havepinion and many arguments will arise be-
Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) been selected by both sides.” tween the representatives of North and South

We think that the enemy also will ad-Korea, which can have an influence on the

SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF vance an analogous proposal, therefore wesolution of other important questions.
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET intend to show initiative in this. However, Or is it possible to advance this pro-

ARMY there will be numerous difficulties in theposal?
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 21405 fulfillment of this point. If it leads to arguments and is not re-
Copies: Stalin (2) “Members” of the control committee solved, then transfer it for discussion at an
From BEIJING Received 13:55 proposed by the enemy will monitor ourinternational conference of a political char-
3.7.1951 military transport on the Chinese-Korearacter.
SERIES “G" T border and at important communications | ask you to communicate your opinion
To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] points in Korea. Or should we not take then the points indicated above. Furthermore,
Comrade FILIPPOV! initiative ourselves, but wait for the enemy tyesterday we sent Deputy Minister of For-
During the meeting of military repre- advance his proposal, after which we wileign Affairs Comrade Li Kenong and his
sentatives of both sides we intend to advaneecept it? assistant to Korea. He will arrive approxi-
the following 5 main points: | ask you to communicate your opinionmately on 5.7.1951 and will discuss with

1. “Both sides must simultaneously is-about how to proceed expediently. To comcomrade KIM IL SUNG and other comrades
sue an order for a ceasefire. Land, sea and pletely refuse to create a control committeearious questions concerning the peace ne-
forces of both sides, after the issuing of theeems also inadvisable. gotiations.
order on a ceasefire, must within all the 5. “Both sides must carry out repatria-  After this he will go to the area of
borders of Korea cease fire and halt all othdion of prisoners of war. In the course of fouKaesong, whence he will secretly lead the
hostile actions.” months after the cessation of military operaaegotiations.

This point will possibly be accepted bytions to conduct a full mutual exchange of  Iamalso sending you the telegram which
the enemy without qualifications. them, in separate batches.” lays out the opinion of Comrade KIM IL

2."“Land, sea and air forces of both sides  The enemy will possibly propose toSUNG on this question.
must withdraw from the 38th parallel for aconduct a one for one exchange. We must MAO ZEDONG
distance of 10 English miles and create demand repatriation of all prisoners of warlNo. 3305
buffer zone in the region 10 English miles t¢lowever, the enemy has taken prisoner 7.51
the south and to the north of the 38th parallalelatively larger number of North Koreans,

The civil administration of the buffer zonewho have already been included in the ran§Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339,
must be as it was before 25.6.1950, in othef the South Korean troops, and thereforkisty 8-10]

words to the north of the 38th parallel undethis situation will possibly elicit an argu-

the jurisdiction of the Korean People’s goviment. 85.3July 1951, ciphered telegram, Filippov
ernment and to the south of the 38th parallel In our opinion the 5 basic points indi-(Stalin) to Mao Zedong

under the jurisdiction of the South-Korearcated above must be accepted at the meeting

government.” of military representatives of both sides. CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 3950

It is possible that there will be some  In addition there are some other points:  BEIJING, TO KRASOVSKY.
divergences [from this proposal] among the  1."Allforeigntroopsincluding Chinese For Comrade MAO ZEDONG.
enemy but we consider that our proposal iglunteertroops must completely leave North  “To Comrade MAO ZEDONG.
extremely just and it will be difficult for the and South Korea within a specified period of We received your telegram of 3 July.
enemy to refute it. time (for example within three-four months) With regard to the first two points of your

3. “Both sides must cease the transpoim separate batches. proposal, we have no objections. It is pos-
of arms, troops and reinforcements (includ-  Thisisalsoaveryimportant point. How-sible to delete the second part of the third
ing land, sea and air transport) into Koreaver, the representatives of the enemy posgieint, but if the Americans advance such a
from outside the country and also the aforebly will think that this question belongs amongproposal, it can be accepted. The fourth
mentioned transports to the front line on thpolitical questions and should not be repoint should not be advanced. But if the
territory of Korea.” solved at this meeting. Americans advance a proposal about a con-

We think that the enemy for his part will | ask you to study and communicatdérol commission from the UN, then this pro-
also advance a proposal on this question, amthether our side should advance this poinposal should be rejected, with reference to
we therefore intend to take the initiative in 2. “Within a specified period of time the fact that the UN occupies the position of
this. But perhaps it is better to leave off théfor example in several months) refugees af warring side, but you should then advance
last part of our proposal? North and South Korea must be returned tpour proposal about a commission of repre-

4. “To create a control committee ofthe areas where they lived previously.” sentatives of neutral states named with the
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agreement of the sides. The fifth poineither before or during the negotiations, whichilitary situation.

should be proposed and you should insist dhe enemy may undertake in order to force us We consider that the goal of this is to

it. to sign a disadvantageous agreement. avoid defeat in the area of propaganda but
As concerns your remaining two points  If the enemy begins a large-scale attacklso secretly to show that he can alter his

(about the withdrawal of all foreign troopsour troops must go over to the counterattagkoposal. Taking this into account, in our

and about refugees), both of these proposasad defeat the enemy. statement in today’s meeting we pursued the
should be advanced and should be insisted 3. It is necessary to issue an order tgoal of striking a blow against his unfounded
on. second corps Yang Chengan and to the 50tieory of refusal to discuss the question of

FILIPPOV [Stalin]. corps to depart quickly for the indicated rethe 38th parallel, and also tried to ascertain if
No. 340/l gions so that the enemy cannot make useloé intended to abandon his unfounded pro-
3 July.” the opportunity to make a landing in Genzarosal.

Our 38th, 39th and 42nd corps must be  Attoday’s meeting the enemy displayed
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 339ready to repulse possible landings by thgome interest in the portion of our statement
List 11] enemy on the western coast. where we tried to ascertain his intention.

4. 1 ask you to think about what couldHowever, in his statement in the second half
86. 3 July 1951, ciphered telegram, Mao occur after the signing of an agreement oof the day the representative of the enemy
Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) conveying 2 cessation of military operations and be preexpressed a strong [sense of] injustice and
July 1951 telegram from Mao to Peng pared for everything that needs to be donetried to lay on us the responsibility for the

Dehuai, Gao Gang, and Kim Il Sung MAO ZEDONG 2.7.51. impasse that has been created in the negotia-
MAO ZEDONG tions.
SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF No. 3308 Our statement for tomorrow will be con-
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET 3.7.51 structed on the basis of your instructions.
ARMY The goal of the statement will be to smash
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 21412 [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 33%this [claim of] injustice of the enemy, to
Copies: Stalin (2) Listy 14-15] unmask his capacity for deception and si-
From BEIJING Received 13:50 multaneously to advance such questions as
3.7.1951 87. 13 August 1951, ciphered telegram, to force the enemy more clearly to express
SERIES “G" T Mao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) convey- his position.

To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] ing 12 August 1951 telegram from Li The main goal of the statement is once
Comrade Filippov! Kenong to Mao re armistice talks again to underscore that if the enemy does
| send you the text of my telegram to not renounce his unfounded proposal, there

Comrades PENG DEHUAI, GAO GANG SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF will be no progress in the work of the confer-
and KIM IL SUNG. THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET ence. We consider that we can also express
“Comrades PENG DEHUAI, GAO ARMY our wish to change the proposal about the
GANG and KIM IL SUNG! CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 22834 buffer zone in the area of the 38th parallel as
The period of preparations for and con€opies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,the military demarcation line only in such
duct of negotiations with representatives dBulganin case as the enemy clearly gives us to under-
the enemy will occupy approximately 10-14/rom BEIJING Received 17:20 stand that he abandons his earlier proposal.
days. | ask you with all seriousness to fulfilt.3.8.1951 3. After the resumption of the work of
the following points: SERIES “G" T the conference, the mistaken views of the
1. In the course of the 10 days that we TO FILIPPQV [Stalin] enemy have become even more intensified
have, to make every effort to increase the Comrade FILIPPOV! and the enemy has become even more con-

personnel of the front line units and espe- | send you for familiarization the tele-vinced that we yearn for peace, and therefore
cially to replenish them with arms and amgram received from Comrade Li Kenong otit is possible to get concessions from us. All

munition. 12 August 4:00. this was possible to foresee.

| ask Comrade GAO GANG to transfer  “To Comrade Mao Zedong. However, from the entire course of the
from the rear to North Koreainno morethan 1. Ireceived your telegram of 11 Augustonference and the general situation outside
10 days the personnel, arms and ammunitiah00. the conference it is apparent that it is not

marked for transfer. It is necessary to be 2. At the evening meeting the mistakempossible to force the enemy to accept the
prepared for the fact that after the signing ofiews of the enemy became even more inteproposal about the 38th parallel. In the
an agreement on cessation of military operaified. The enemy considers thatitis possiburse of several days the enemy on the one
tions it will be impossible to transfer thethrough pressure to force us to abandon disand will put pressure on us and try to force
aforementioned personnel and armamentsussion of the question of the 38th parallels to be the first to make a concession, and on
2. To heighten vigilance up to the limit.He has already four times expressed his wishe other hand will prepare for a possible
Units of the first line must be prepared tdo discuss a proposal about a military demabreakdown in the conference.
repulse a possible large scale attack by tlvation line and a buffer zone on the basis of Therefore we consider it necessary to
enemy and intensive bombing of our reathe present line of the front and the presemtork out a definite resolution with regard to
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the 38th parallel. 13.8.51 region of the building where the negotiations
If our final goal consists of conducting a are being conducted on his own initiative,
struggle for the principle of the determinafSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 341without agreement from the Americans.
tion of the 38th parallel as the military de-Listy 56-58] Therefore, the provocational acts of the en-
marcation line and if in this regard we can emy have caused us to make a decisive
admitonly certain alterations, then we shoul88. 27 August 1951, ciphered telegram, counterstroke.
have in mind a breakdown in the negotiationlao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) We have declared atemporary cessation
and we must prepare for this. of the negotiations until the enemy accepts

In the opposite case we should havBECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF responsibility for what has happened. The
some kind of compromise position deterTHE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET negotiations will not be resumed until we

mined. Our past proposal, itis true, could NnGARMY receive a satisfactory answer—we’ll letthem
foresee the possible development of th€eIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 23256 cool their heels. However, we do not want to
present situation, butit is also not possible tGopies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,take the initiative in declaring a breakdown
win much time through action in accordanc®ulganin in the negotiations.

with your orders contained in the telegram dfrom BEIJING 01:3027.8.1951 We suppose that the enemy will not
17.7.51 about a concession to the enemy for SERIES “G” openly acknowledge his provocational acts.
the purpose of gaining time, To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] The dragging out of the negotiations can

4. We (Li Kenong, Deng Hua, Xie Fang ~ Comrade Filippov! end in two ways.

and Qiao Guan-hua) suggest that the final In view of the fact that the enemy was  First, the delay may bring the negotia-
goal of the enemy is to cease military operaiot in a position to withdraw from the im-tions to a breakdown.

tions at the present front line. In relation tpasse created in the course of the negotia- We are forcefully preparing ourselves
this the enemy may allow small alterationgtions on the question of a military demarcato resist a possible attack by enemy troops

It is thus necessary for us to decide: tton line, he has undertaken a whole series dfrectly at the front. We are simultaneously
struggle for the 38th parallel and prepare fqerovocational actions. strictly defending the ports on the western
an end to the negotiations or, avoiding a On August 19 enemy troops, dressed iand eastern coast of North Korea from land-
breakdown in the negotiations, to carry owivilian clothes, made a raid on our securityngs by the enemy. For the last several days
the struggle for the cessation of militaryforces in the neutral zone in Kaesong, asenemy planes have passed through the area
operations and to study the question of thesult of which one man was killed and onef the following cities on the China coast:
cessation of military operations atthe presemtas wounded. After an investigation byTsingtao, Shanghai, Hangchow. This was
front line. representatives of both sides, the enemy aiso done for provocational purposes.

Having studied, on the basis of the limjustifying himself stated that this was [com-  Simultaneously with this, the enemy
ited materials we have, the general worldhitted by] partisans from the South Koreamvanted to reconnoiter the air defense of our
situation, the needs of our state and the fagartisan detachment active in our region, armbastal regions. With regard to this, we want
that at present Korea cannot continue ththerefore he does not take any responsibilitp strengthen our command in Korea and the
war, we think that it is better to think over thdor this. air defense of the cities located in the coastal
question of cessation of military operations  After this, on the night of August 22, oneregion. In a subsequent telegram | will com-
at the present front line than to carry on thenemy plane dropped nine bombs on thaunicate to you a draft [plan] for sending
struggle for the 38th parallel and bring theerritory of the neutral zone in Kaesong an&oviet military advisers to work with the
conference to a breakdown. fired on the house where our delegation i€hinese volunteer troops in Korea.

In connection with this it is necessary tauartered. Although American officerscame  Simultaneously with this | will ask you
take into consideration that it is possible tto investigate that same night, the enengbout an additional delivery of artillery ar-
gain some concessions from the enemy in timpudently refused to acknowledge theimaments.
discussion of the proposal about cessation attions and contended that the fragmentsand Second, it is possible that as a result of
military operations at the present front linecraters found there are not from air forcéhe delay in the negotiations the enemy will

Thus it will be possible to secure 3-5bombs. After this, the enemy, contradictindind the means to extricate [himself] from the
years time for preparation of forces. the former, said that the raid was made by ampasse and an agreement will be reached on

Of course, if the enemy does not in anunidentified plane. the question of a military demarcation line.
way abandon his unfounded proposal, which  The enemy dared to make these impu- At the present time we want to use the
he is at present insisting on, then we alsdent provocations because he considered thriod of the break in negotiations for con-
intend to choose only the path of a schismour side would not make a breakdown in thducting a cold war in order to expose the

Having limited materials at our disposalnegotiations over this. He therefore wantetinpudent provocational acts of the enemy.
the situation has been studied superficiallyo use this measure to put pressure on us.However, we suppose that the enemy will
We urgently ask your instructions for future ~ Of course, it is possible [that it was] anot openly acknowledge his provocations.

actions. South Korean secret service plan to break up If after some period of time the situation
LI KENONG12.8.51 4:00.” the negotiations, but the possibility is exwill develop so that the enemy wishes to
MAO ZEDONG cluded that Syngmann Rhee could sendranew the negotiations, then we think that at

No. 4061 plane to make an attack on Kaesong in thmur own initiative we can propose a way
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which would lead to a turn in the negotiaFilippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong We agree with your evaluation of the
tions and to force the enemy to agree with present condition of the negotiations in
this. All-Union Communist Party (bolsheviks), Kaesong and with your line on the necessity
Comrade Kim Il Sung suggests for theCENTRAL COMMITTEE of getting a satisfactory answer on the ques-
purpose of securing the neutral zone at No. P83/280 tion of the incident provoked by the Ameri-
Kaesong to ask representatives of neutraB August 1951 Copies: Malenkov, cans to pressure the Chinese-Korean side.
states to participate at the conference #&golotov, Vyshinsky, Vasilevsky As before, with regard to this we will proceed

monitors and witnesses for the period oExcerpt from protocol No. 83 of meeting offrom the fact that the Americans have greater
negotiations, as a necessary condition fahe Politburo CC VKP(b) [Central Commit-need to continue the negotiations.
the resumption of the negotiations. Moretee, All-Union Communist Party (bol’shevik)] We do not see the use in inviting, ac-

over, these representatives can be used in the Decision of 28 August 1951 cording to your initiative, representatives of
future as a control organ for the implemen-  280. Telegram of Comrade Mao Zedongeutral states to participate in the negotia-
tation of the ceasefire. of 27 August (No. 4279) tions as monitors and witnesses during the
How do you view this? Do you con- To adopt the attached draft answer giresent period of negotiations. The negative
sider this necessary or do you have a bett€omrade Filippov to Comrade Mao Zedongside of this proposal is that the Americans
way? | ask your orders on the above. SECRETARY CC will view it as [an indication] that the Chi-
With greetings. Mao Zedong. To p.280(op) pr.PB No. 83  nese-Korean side has more need quickly to
TOP SECRET reach an agreement about an armistice than
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 340BEIJING do the Americans. If you are of such an
Listy 86-88 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis TO KRASOVSKY opinion on this question, then you must com-
5a, Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 51-53] For transmission to MAO ZEDONG municate this to Comrade Kim Il Sung.
“Comrade Mao Zedong! FILIPPOV [Stalin].”
89.28 August 1951, VKP(b) CC Politburo We received your telegram of August
decision with approved message from 27. [Source: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 829,
THE SHTYKOV DIARIES: Soviet Union who participated in the foundfull member of the Central Committee of the
NEW EVIDENCE ON SOVIET ing of the North Korean regime have pub€PSU (1956-61); and four times Represen
POLICY IN KOREA lished accounts, among them Gen. Kiriltative to the Supreme Sovfet. He also
Meretskov, the Commander of the Maritimeeceived numerous decorations, including
by Hyun-su Jeon Military District (1971); Gen. Ivan the Lenin medal (three times) and the first-
with Gyoo Kahng Chistiakov, Commander of the Soviet 25tllegree Kutuzov medal (three timés).

Army in North Korea until April 1947 (1975); Shtykov started writing his memoirs in
From the time of his appointment asebedev (1976); I. Kravtsov, Special Aide tdis last years but a fatal heart attack in 1964
Member of the Military Council of the Shtykov (1951); and V. Petukhov, a Soviehalted the writind. He was not only a
USSR’s Maritime [Far Eastern] Military Foreign Ministry official (1987). Although vigorous political activist but an ardent re-
District in the summer of 1945, until earljthese accounts are important sources for ucerder, almost an archivist. He kept numer-
1951, when he was summoned to Moscowgerstanding the period, they all try more oous diaries from 1938, when he became th
Gen. Terentii Fomich Shtykov played théess to reproduce the “myth” that the Soviebecond Secretary of the Leningrad partyf
key role in planning and executing SovieArmy “liberated” North Korea. What makescommittee, until his death; 60 volumes sur-
foreign policy in Korea. According to GenShtykov’s diaries so significant is that theyyive, each containing roughly 100-200 pages
Nikolai Georgievich Lebedev, the Directounlike the writings of the others who workedSuch record keeping was quite unusual in
of the Soviet Civil Administration in North with him, provide candid and vivid picturesthe Soviet Union, as many people were re
Korea from the autumn of 1947, “there wasf the Soviet occupation period. luctant to keep private records for fear of
not an event in which Shtykov was not Shtykov started his political career infrequent political purges. Shtykov also
involved.” Recently, it has emerged thal938 asthe Second Secretary of the Leningrkedpt other official documents and pictures:
Shtykov kept personal diaries and that the€®mmunist party committee. He wass a photo collector, he kept thousands of
were in the possession of his son, Viktathdanov's faithful proteg@.After 1938, he pictures; he also saved letters, reports, an
Terentevich Shtykov, who lives in St. Peserved as Member of the Military Council otelegrams which he wrote or were sent tg
tersburg. Although, unfortunately, the diathe 7th Army during the Winter War inhim; he even kept some newspaper scrap$.
ries for some years are missing, they conskinland (1939-40); Member of the Military Thus his diaries open for us a new horizon in
tute an important new primary source fo€ouncil of the Maritime Military District studying Soviet policy in Korea after 1945.
scholars of Soviet-Korean relations in th€1945-47); Deputy Commander of Political ~ Unfortunately, however, only a portion
period from the end of World War |l to theAffairs of the Maritime Military District of his diaries covering the period when he
onset of the Korean War, and of other issués947-48); the first Soviet Plenipotentiarywas in charge of Korean affairs exists. For
with which Shtykov was involved. Ambassador to North Korea (1948-81) the entire period 1945-1951 only four vol-
Since 1960, many individuals from theSoviet Ambassador to Hungary (1959-61); ETCE G
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Listy 4-5 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a, 1. Advisers for the staff of the volunteer If you agree with this decision of ours,
Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 54-55] The telegrantroops: in all nine persons, including: Mairthen General of the Army Zakharov can
was sent to Beijing on August 29 [APRFadviser - 1, adviser of the chief of staff - 1depart soon for Beijing for further movement

Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 340, List 89] adviser on operational questions - 1, adviséo the location of the staff of the Volunteer
on intelligence - 1, adviser on communicatroops in Korea.

90. 30 August 1951, ciphered telegram, tions - 1, adviser on the rear - 1, adviser on FILIPPOV [Stalin].”

Mao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) VOSO [voennye soobshcheniienilitary 3-ae.

communications] -1, adviser on artillery - 110.1X.51
SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF adviser on tanks and self-propelled guns
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET [samokhodnym ustanovkbni, adviser on [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 340,

ARMY engineering matters - 1. List 109]
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 23397 2. Advisers for the five armies: in all 10
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,persons. Two advisers to each army, specif#3. 14 November 1951, ciphered telegram,
Bulganin cally: adviser of the command of the armyJao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin)
From BEIJING Received19:00 30.8.1951and jointly adviser of the chief of staff of the
SERIES “G" T army -1, adviser on operational questions -BECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF
To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] 3. Advisers for twenty one corps: in allTHE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET
Comrade FILIPPOV. 83 persons. Three persons in each corpsRMY

I received your telegram of 29.8.1951. bpecifically: adviser of the command of the  CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 25902
agree that it is not advisable to take theorps and jointly adviser of the chief of staffCopies: Stalin (2)
initiative in inviting representatives of neu— 1, adviser on artillery -1, adviser on tank&rom BEIJING Received 13:40
tral states as monitors and witnesses at thad self-propelled guns -1. It is hoped thét4.11.1951

present stage of the negotiations. the aforementioned advisers be sentto Korea SERIES “G" T.
| have already communicated about thithrough Beijing in September and October To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin]
to Comrade KIM IL SUNG. 1951. Comrade FILIPPOV!
MAO ZEDONG | ask you to study this question and  After the resumption of negotiations for
No. 4358 communicate your decision. cessation of military operations in Korea, in
30.8.51 With greetings. view of the large losses at the front over the
MAO ZEDONG last two months and the increase in demands
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 340No. 4492 within America and outside its borders for
List 97 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a8.9.51 cessation of military operations, the possibil-
Delo 5, Papka 11, List 56] ity of the American side accepting the condi-
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 341tions for an armistice has increased. How-
Listy 98-99] ever, at the same time, taking into account
91. 8 September 1951, ciphered telegram, internal and external politics, the American
Mao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) 92.10 September 1951, ciphered telegram,government is still trying to keep the interna-
Filippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong tional situation tense, and therefore the Ameri-
SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF cans, while actively engaged in spying and
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET BEIJING carrying out a policy of an advance in the
ARMY To Comrade KRASOVSKY course of the negotiations, are trying to drag
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 23703 for Comrade Mao Zedong out the negotiations.
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria, = “Comrade Mao Zedong! The main question in the negotiations is
Bulganin We have received your telegram of 8he determination of the demarcation line. In
From BEIJING Received 16:20 September. place of the demand for designation of the
8.9.1951 We agree to send a main military adviseslemarcation line deep in the rear of our
SERIES “G" T and a group of military specialists as militantroops, the enemy has proposed to designate
To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] advisers attached to the staff of the Voluntedtron the basis of the present line of the front,
Comrade FILIPPOV! troops in Korea. with some alterations and with the inclusion

In my telegram to you of 27.8 of this We consider it advisable to resolve thef the region of Kaesong in the buffer zone.
year | communicated to you that we intend tquestion of sending military advisers to the At present the enemy is already de-
ask the Soviet Government to send its miliarmies and corps after the main militarynanding the designation of the line in fact
tary advisers for work among the troops o&dviser familiarizes himself with the situa-contiguous with the line of the troops at the
the Chinese volunteers in Korea. tion on location and presents his considetime of the signing of an agreement on cessa-

After studying this question and con-ations on this question. tion of military operations as the demarca-
sulting with the Main Military Adviser Com- As main military adviser for the staff of tion line without the inclusion of the region
rade Krasovsky, we consider that it is nece#iae Volunteer troops in Korea we could sendf Kaesong in the buffer zone. We are
sary to invite 83 advisers: General of the Army Zakharov. insisting on the cessation of military opera-
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tions at the present front line and the desidgions to propose to transfer the monitoringher strengthening of the campaign to aid
nation of the present line contiguous to th&unctions to neutral states, in other words tiorea and struggle against American impe-
troops of both sides as the demarcation lirgates that are not participating in the war. Wrgalism, for the purpose of ensuring the fur-
with the introduction of alterations in thewant to invite three states to fulfill theseher conduct of the war in Korea, securing
line contiguous to troops of both sides inasks: the Soviet Union, Poland and India. also by financial means the stabilization of
case of alterations of it in the period of the It is possible that the Americans willthe scene within the country, and also
achievement of an agreement on all points @ppose this at the beginning. Then we wilitrengthening state construction and mainly
the agenda. Atthe presenttime the enemyjsopose to introduce [as monitors] represeiwonstruction of defense.
fighting with us precisely on this questiontatives from Sweden and one state of Latin  In the present year, in light of rendering
but we assume that this fight will not con-America. aid to Korea and the struggle against Ameri-
tinue for long. As regards the exchange of prisoners @fan imperialism, the budget of the Chinese
Our proposal about cessation of miliwar, we will oppose exchange according tetate in comparison with 1950 has increased
tary operations at the present front line anthe principle of 1 for 1 and will proposeby 60%. 32% of the total budget is directly
our agreementto set aside the question of te&change according to the principle of returbeing used in the Korean theater of military

38th parallel as the demarcation line, and thaf all prisoners of war by both sides. operations. (Military credit extended to us
question of the withdrawal of all foreign I think it will not be difficult to reach by the Soviet Government is not included in
troops from Korea before the convening of agreement on this question. this calculation.)

political conference, was made not only be-  On the question of the governments of  Thus, if a regime of economizing is not
cause the present negotiations are negotide interested states convening a conferenicgroduced now, in the next year the budget
tions about cessation of military operationsf high level officials, three variants are poswill increase even more, which inevitably
and [because] the enemy will notin any cassble: will have an influence on finances and lead to
want to exchange eastern mountainous re- 1. Convening a conference of politicak great rise in the prices of goods, which in
gions to the north of the 38th parallel forepresentatives of both sides which are presan will create difficulties at the front, and
low-lying regions to the south of the 38thently conducting negotiations. (Itis possiblalso in the area of construction in the rear. It
parallel, but also because in case the enerthat America will propose this variant.) is true that achieving peace as a result of the
refuses to leave the eastern mountainous 2. Convening a conference with the pamegotiations is advantageous for us, but we
regions we also have mountainous regiorticipation of four states: the Soviet Unionalso are not afraid of dragging out the nego-
there [that are] advantageous for defense; @hina, America, England and representdiations. Acting thus, we will surely be able
regards the western coastal plain to the soutilzes of North and South Korea. to achieve victory. Atthe same time we will
of the 38th parallel, itis advantageous forus 3. Convening a conference with particibe able successfully to carry out various
because it has a much greater populatigration of seven states: the Soviet Uniomnmeasures within the country and secure sta-
than the eastern regions, and furthermore@hina, America, England, France, Indiabilization and further development in the
is rich in agricultural products, plus the reEgypt and representatives of North and Soutrea of politics and the economy.
gion of Kaesong is an advanced post fdforea. | ask your instructions on the above.
taking Seoul. | ask you, proceeding from the interna- MAO ZEDONG

Comrade Kim Il Sung during the dis-tional situation, to give instructions regardNo. 5631
cussion of armistice conditions in Beijing ining which of the three variants is best 014.11.51
June of this year had the same opinion on thisopose a new variant.
question. Thistime italso was done with his At the present time, on the basis of thfSource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 342,
agreement. aforementioned we will achieve cessation dfisty 16-19]

As regards the discussion of the quesnilitary operations this year. At the same
tion of monitoring at the negotiations, wetime, we will carry out the necessary prepar@®4. 19 November 1951, ciphered telegram
earlier suggested to propose to create &ion in case of a dragging out of the negotigrom Roshchin conveying message from
organ for cessation of military operations, inions by the enemy and their breakdowrMao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin)
which would be included representatives oExpecting that the negotiations will be drawn
both sides, and to assign to it the task afut for another half year or year, we have Ciphered Telegram
monitoring the fulfillment of the conditions moved toward economizing on our humaopies: Stalin (2), Copy
of the cessation of military operations anénd material forces in the Korean theater ¢irom BEIJING 17:1019/X1.1951

monitoring in the buffer zone. military operations and we are pursuing the Special No. 1821
However, the enemy is sure to demanthctics of a long, active defense, with the goal TOP PRIORITY
the establishment of monitoring in the reaof holding the position we presently occupy SPECIAL

of both sides, in order to limit the transporaind inflicting great manpower losses on the 19 November at 18 hours Beijing time |
by both sides of reinforcements and militarygnemy, in order to gain victory in the war. was invited to visit Zhou Enlai, who asked
goods. Within the country we are preparing forme to transmit to Comrade Filippov the re-
We intend to agree to the establishmerthe reorganization of the army, reduction ofjluest of Mao Zedong to give an answer to the
of monitoring at 1 or 2 border points of boththe bureaucracy, introduction of a regime dklegram of Mao Zedong to Comrade Filippov
sides and in accordance with your instruceconomizing, increasing production and furfStalin] on the question of negotiations in
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Korea, which was transmitted to the Centarot showing haste and not displaying interesitve the question arose about an appeal by the
on 14 November through Krasovsky. in a rapid end to the negotiations. government of the DPRK to the General
Zhou Enlai acquainted me with the tele- ~ We consider your position on the defini-Assembly and the Security Council with a
gram and added that while awaiting the replgon of the line of demarcation and the estalslemand concerning a speeding up of the
of Comrade Filippov the Chinese side hatishment of monitoring in one or two borderresolution of the Korean question. It is also
already twice declined to meet with Ameripoints to be correct. We also agree with yonot clear how the Chinese friends regard this,
can representatives in Korea. about the composition of the commission fosince you do not communicate anything about
19.X1.51ROSHCHIN the fulfillment of monitoring functions. this in your telegram.
Your position on the question of an  An appeal by the government of the
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 342exchange of prisoners of war is completelip)PRK to the General Assembly and to the
List 22 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5agorrect and it will be difficult for the oppo- Security Council as it is set forth in your
Delo 5, Papka 11, List 62] nent to dispute it. telegram: about the immediate cessation of
As regards the possible variants of comilitary operations in Korea, about the with-
95. 19 November 1951, VKP(b) CC Polit- vening a conference for the further resoludrawal of troops along the front line and the
buro decision with approved message tion of the Korean question after the concluereation of a two kilometer demilitarization
Filippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong sion of an armistice, it seems to us that #one and about making answerable those
would be more expedient to convene a comuilty of prolonging the war in Korea, could
ALL-UNION COMMUNIST PARTY (Bol- ference of political representatives of botlbe evaluated in the present situation, in con-

sheviks). CENTRAL COMMITTEE sides which are presently conducting thditions of blackmail by the Americans, as a
No. P84/421 negotiations, with the obligatory participa-sign of weakness on the Chinese-Korean
19 November 1951 Copies: Malenkov, tion of representatives of North and Soutkide, which is politically disadvantageous.
Molotov, Gromyko, Vasilevsky Korea. Therefore, not having the text of the
Excerpt from protocol No. 84 of the meeting FILIPPOV [Stalin] appeal, not knowing the opinion of the Chi-
of the Politburo CC VKP(b) [Central Com-19 November 1951 nese comrades and not knowing the motives
mittee, All-Union Communist Party which are guiding the Korean friends, we
(bol’'shevik)] [Source: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 82&onsider it necessary that you advise the
Decision of 19 November 1951 [9], Listy 42-43 and AVPRF, Fond 059a,Korean friends to set aside resolution of the

421. Telegram of Mao Zedong on ques©Opis 5a, Delo 5, Papka 11, List 64] A copyuestion of an appeal until the elucidation of
tions of the negotiations about an armistice iaf the telegram sent to Beijing in found irthe aforementioned questions.
Korea. [APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 342, List 23]  We await a more detailed report from
To adopt the attached draft answer of you.
Comrade Filippov to the telegram of Com96. 19 November 1951, VKP(b) CC Polit- Confirm receipt.
rade Mao Zedong on questions of the negburo decision with approved message from A. GROMYKO
tiations about an armistice in Korea. Gromyko to Razuvaev 19/X1/51
SECRETARY CC
ALL-UNION COMMUNIST PARTY [Source: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 829,
To p.421(op) pr.PB No.84  (bolsheviks), CENTRAL COMMITTEE  Listy 44-45 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis
Top Secret No. P84/422 Copies: Comrades Malenko\ga, Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 65-66]
BEIJING Molotov, Gromyko
TO KRASOVSKY 19 November 1951 97. 20 November 1951, Gromyko to G.M.
For transmission to Comrade MAOExcerpt from protocol No. 84 of the meetingValenkov, attaching draft telegram to
ZEDONG. of the Politburo CC VKP(b) [Central Com-Razuvaev
“Comrade Mao Zedong! mittee, All-Union Communist Party
We received your telegram on the quegbol’'shevik)] To Comrade MALENKOQOV G.M.
tions of the negotiations about an armistice in Decision of 19 November 1951 I am sending a draft telegram to Com-
Korea. 422. Telegram of Comrade Razuvaevade Razuvaev. | ask you to review it.
We agree with your evaluation of theNo. 1352. A. Gromyko
present condition of the negotiations. To adopt the attached draft instructior20 November 1951
The entire course of the negotiations foro Comrade Razuvaev. No. 334/ag
some time past shows that although the SECRETARY CC Copies: Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Khrushchev
Americans are dragging out the negotiations, To p.422(op) pr.PB No. 84 TOP PRIORITY
they nonetheless are more in need of rapidly Top Secret NORTH KOREA
concluding them. This is based on the Top Priority SOVIET AMBASSADOR
overall international situation. NORTH KOREA We draw your attention to the inadmis-
We consider it correct that the Chinese/ To RAZUVAEV sibility of your actions in connection with the
Korean side, using flexible tactics in the  1352. From your telegram it is not cleaappeal of the Korean friends to the UN on the
negotiations, continues to pursue a hard ling connection with what and on whose initiaguestion of speeding up a peace settlementin
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Korea. ceived a direct order to do so and after the

You communicated only on 18 Novem-Koreans had already made their statemen®©99. 25 December 1951, memorandum,
ber (your No. [number is illegible]) about Learn this in the future. Gromyko to Razuvaev
the intention of the Korean friends to put
forth an appeal to the General Assembly arfi@ource: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 829, To Comrade STALIN L.V.
the Security Council with demands: aboutisty 46-48 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis5a, According to the report of Comrade
the immediate cessation of military operabelo 4, Papka 11, Listy 27-29] Vyshinsky, reports have been published lately

tionsin Korea, about the withdrawal of troops in French and American newspapers in Paris
from the front line and creation of a 2-98.21 November 1951, ciphered telegram, which underscore the inevitability of a break-
kilometer demilitarization zone and aboutGromyko to Razuvaev down in the peace negotiations in Korea and
making answerable those guilty of prolong- the possibility of broadening the Korean
ing the war in Korea—asking if such anMID USSR conflict and which lay the responsibility for
appeal would contradict the statement ofenth Department  Received 18:35 this on the Korean-Chinese side (telegram

Comrade Vyshinsky. 21.X1.1951 No. 812).

Since we knew nothing about the pro- Sent 20:50 21.X1.1951 In connection with this, Comrade
posed appeal of the Korean friends with a CIPHERED TELEGRAM Vyshinsky is introducing a proposal that by
statement of the indicated demands, or at To NORTH KOREA the time the period for agreement about a
whose initiative arose the question of put- To RAZUVAEV TOP PRIORITY demarcation line [expires], i.e. by 27 De-
ting these demands before the UN, we asked SPECIAL cember, the Korean-Chinese command pub-

you to elucidate (our No. 1059). On 20 November the following directivelish a communiqué about the course of the

Without waiting for an answer to yourfrom Comrade Filippov [Stalin] was sent tonegotiations with an exposure of the position
telegram, in which were laid out the deRoshchin: of the Americans, which is aimed at drawing
mands of the Korean friends mentioned “Explainto Mao Zedong and also to Kimout and breaking down the negotiations for
above, you informed us (Your No. 1353 ofl Sung through Razuvaev, that there is inan armistice in Korea. In the opinion of
19 November), that on that same day, i.e. Ideed a difference between Vyshinsky's dé/yshinsky, MID [Ministry of Foreign Af-
November, the text of the statement by Pakand about the immediate withdrawal ofairs] DPRK should send such acommuniqué
Hon-Yong will be transmitted over the ra-USA troops across the 38th parallel and the the chairman of the General Assembly of
dio. Moreover, after receipt of our inquirypresent position of the Chinese-Korean conthe UN with a request to publish it as a
(our No. 1059), on the question of the indirades about the delineation of the demarcdecument of the UN and to send it to all the
cated demands of the Korean friends yotion line at the present front line. Vyshinskydelegations in the Assembly session.
limited yourself only to a report that you hadccould not speak otherwise in order to demon- MID USSR considers the above indi-
raised the question at your own initiative andtrate the injustice of the USA position otated reports of the French and American
to a repetition of the question of whetherefusing to withdraw their troops beyond th@ewspapers as blackmail, done for the pur-
there is a discrepancy between the proposa&8th parallel. Vyshinsky’s position is advanpose of putting pressure on the Korean-Chi-
of Comrade Vyshinsky about withdrawal oftageous to the Chinese-Korean comradesese side.
troops from the 38th parallel and agreememince it demonstrates from one side the greedi- As regards the communiqué proposed
in Kaesong to the point of the agenda aboutess of the Americans and from the other sidsy Vyshinsky, in the opinion of MID, it is
the establishment of ademarcation line. Cotike tractability and peaceableness of the Cliearcely necessary to give advice to the Ko-
cerning the appeal, you also only reportedese-Korean comrades, who are making sereans and Chinese on this account, since they
that it would be announced 19 November.ous concessions for the sake of achievirgystematically publish reports which dis-

Thus, both in telegram No. 1353 of 19eace.” close the line taken by the Americans in the
November and in telegram No. 1355 of 19  Inview of the factthat Comrade Roshchimegotiations about an armistice in Korea.
November, you informed us that the Koreadoes not have communications with you anrom the other side, the distribution of a
friends will announce their appeal, evertherefore cannot fulfill through you the ordeiKorean-Chinese communiqué as a document
though at that time you did not have instrucabout transmitting to Kim Il Sung the eluci-of the UN will not give any practical results,
tions from us and could not yet have redation given in the directive of Comradeand a request from the Koreans and Chinese
ceived an answer to yourinquiry. As aresukilippov, MID [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] about this can be evaluated as a sign of their
the Korean friends made the appeal withou$ sending the directive to you. weakness.
agreement with us. Confirm receipt. In view of this, MID considers that to

In that way you acted inadmissably  Immediately telegraph the fulfillment. give any kind of advice to the Korean and

thoughtlessly. Your guiltis aggravated also 21.X1.51 GROMYKO Chinese governments regarding the

by the fact that you did not even take th@1.XI.51
trouble to find out from the Korean friendsCopies: Stalin, Copy

whether they had reached agreement with

communiqué is inadvisable.
A draft resolution is attached.
| ask you to review.

the Chinese friends about the appeal to ti8ource: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 348, A. Gromyko
UN with the aforementioned demands, andisty 44-45 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, opis 5&5 December 1951

you elucidated this only when you had rebelo 5, papka 11, Listy 67-68]

No. 396
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Copies: Molotov, Malenkov, Beria, Mikoyan, trying to bring an end to the war in Koreamonitoring organ in the name of its represen-
Kaganovich, Bulganin, Khrushchev. therefore inrecent days the enemy was forceédtive. All representatives can take with
to set aside the discussion of the question tifem assistants-advisers from among the citi-
[Source: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 829limiting restoration and construction of air-zens of their country. All invited neutral
Listy 94-97 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opigorts in Korea and moved to discussion dftates will provide the necessary number of
5a, Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 76-77] small questions concerning the agreementeadministrative workers for the creation of a
According to the concrete conditions oecretariat responsible for keeping proto-
100. 31 January 1952, ciphered telegram, the text of the agreement on an armisticeols, transmitting documents and transla-
Mao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) proposed by the enemy, it is obvious that, d®ns.
before, this text is not final, in other words 3. The functions of the monitoring organ
SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF that, as before, the enemy has included coof neutral states are:
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET ditions about limiting the restoration and  a) Practical control and monitoring of

ARMY construction of airports and about liberatiothe observation of the agreement by both
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 16008 of prisoners of war on a voluntary basis, aftesides—notto transport to Korea from abroad,
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,having declared that these conditions can tlerough mutually agreed upon points, ship-
Bulganin omitted and it is possible not to discuss thenments to the rear as reinforcements, military
From BEIJING Received23:00 31.1.1951From this it is obvious that the possibility ofpersonnel, combat aircraft, armored vehicles,
Series“G” T reaching a final agreement is increasing. Qénks, arms and ammunition after the armi-
To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] course, we never have and are not now coustice agreement is signed and goes into force,
For the past period of time, in view of theng only on these possibilities. and also to carry out an exchange of military

deliberate prolongation of the negotiations  We simultaneously will vigilantly fol- personnel of both sides on the scale stipu-
by the enemy in the course of the negotidew the tricks of the ruling circles of the USAlated by the agreement and in identical num-
tions for an armistice in Korea, up to thevho in view of the growth of internal andbers;
present time a final agreement has not beenternal opposition will carry out as beforea  b) Report about places where an inci-
achieved. policy of prolonging and even of breakingdent occurs, about the guilt of anyone from
However, on the basic questions of thdown the negotiations in order to strain théhe [two] sides outside the demilitarization
cessation of military operations, for exampleinternational situation even more. Howeverone who violates the agreement on armi-
on the question “Establishment of a militarywve are prepared in military and in politicalstice, and also the carrying out of practical
demarcation line between the two sides faelations to inflict decisive blows on theobservation.
the purpose of establishment of a demiliteenemy in order to shatter its plans. At the At the request of both sides or one side
rized zone” an agreement has already bepnesent time both sides in the negotiationsf the commission on military armistice, the
reached on three points. have already moved over to detailed discusaonitoring organ must immediately send a
On the question “working out practicalsion of the questions. neutral group for inspection and observation
measures for the implementation of a For the purposes of achieving a finahnd also for bringing the results of the inves-
ceasefire and armistice in Korea, includinggreement on an armistice it is necessary tigation to the commission on military armi-
the personnel, powers and functions of theeceive your concrete instructions on thstice.
apparatus for monitoring the implementafollowing questions: 4. Simultaneously with the establish-
tion of the conditions of the ceasefire and 1. About the monitoring organ com-ment of the functions indicated in column
armistice” an agreement has already begrosed of representatives of neutral states.”A” point 3, the American side also proposes
reached on six points (the texts are attached). The American side proposes that botthat both sides after cessation of military
However, on the questions “Measuresides each invite three states whose armegerations must present information about
about prisoners of war” the enemy in prinforces are not participating in the militaryprecise places of deployment of the land, sea
ciple cannot oppose the liberation of all priseperations in Korea, and also that each imnd air units which are participating in the
oners of war. As a consequence of this, thated state name one senior officer as a repiilitary operations in Korea, and also must
negotiations cannot be dragged out for a lorrgsentative (in all 6 persons from the neutralot change the deployment or carry out a
time. Nevertheless, the enemy is trying tstates of both sides) for the creation of eoncentration of their troops. We intend not
drag out the negotiations under the pretext ofionitoring organ of neutral states. to agree with this, since it was not stipulated
a rash demand about limiting the rebuilding We intend to agree with this arrangein the points on which agreementwas reached.
and construction of airports after the cessanent and ask the Soviet Union, Poland and 5. As concerns the points of disembar-
tion of military operations and also a deman@zechoslovakia to send representatives &ation in the rear where observation must be
about liberation of prisoners on a voluntaryhat they could discuss the matter on an equadtablished, the American side proposes to
basis. However, in view of the fact that oubasis with representatives of the three statestablish in South Korea Seoul, Chemulpo
side decisively opposes these proposals amvited by the USA and also have the right tfinchon], Dzioio, Gensiu, Tsiusiu, Taiden,
also in view of the fact that it is very difficult veto. Anto, Dzensiu, Gunzan, Taiko, Dzenten,
for the enemy to mobilize public opinion for 2. Each of the abovementioned neutrd?usan—in all 12 points. In North Korea to
continuation of the war in Korea, the satelstates must name one deputy representati@stablish Singisiu, Manpkhodin, Kangge,
lites of the enemy and the USA itself arevho could participate in the meetings of th&hesandun, Khekido, Sengdzii, Kaisiu—in
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all 15 points. dinate to it must be provided by both warring No. 72/l
At each point a region of operation forsides. Both sides must provide the monitor-
the neutral state must be established withing organ with transport for trips of its mem{Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 342,
a radius of 30 miles from the center of théers to points and to places where a violatidrist 78 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a,
point. of the agreement on armistice occurs. Delo 5, Papka 11, List 80]
We consider that the enemy has pro- All the 8 points set forth above concern
posed too many points, the area of operatiaquestions of monitoring by neutral states i602. 8 February 1952, ciphered telegram,
is too broad, and the number of open pointhe rear regions of both sides outside thdao Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) convey-
is not equal. We intend to agree that bottemilitarized zone. ing 22 January 1952 telegram from Peng
sides open 3-5 points each in North Korea: | ask you to review whether our point ofDehuai to Mao and 4 February 1962 reply
Singisiu, Seisin, Khanko, Manpkhodin andsiew is correct and whether anything needs foom Mao to Peng Dehuai
one airport. In South Korea: Pusanbe added.
Chemulpo, Suigei, Reisui, Khokodo. We If you agree with our opinions, then doSECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF
also intend to propose that the radius ofou consider it necessary to communicafEHE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET
operations of the neutral group be estalabout this in advance to the comrade leadeARMY
lished as 5 kilometers from the center of thef the parties of Poland and Czechoslova- CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 16293
point. kia[?] Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,
6. Neutral groups of observers will be | ask you to give your answer. Bulganin
attached to the monitoring organ of neutral  Note: The texts of the agreementreachdetfom BEIJING Received 21:45
states. The group must be organized asoa two agendas was sent to you by separéi&.1952

minimum from four mid-level officers (lieu- telegram. SERIES “G" T

tenant-major), two officers each from the With greetings. TO FILIPPQV [Stalin]

representatives of neutral states invited by MAO ZEDONG I send you for familiarization the abbre-

each side. In case of necessity subgroupk. 326 viated text of the telegram to me from Peng

can be created attached to the monitor grouy&d . 1.52 Dehuai of 22.1 of this year and my answer of

composed of two representatives, one per- 4.2 of this year.

son from each side. [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 342,  The telegram of Comrade Peng Dehuai
The American side proposes to creatkisty 73-77] of 22.1 of this year.

40 neutral groups of observers. We consider “l. 16.1 of this year the Minister of

that this is too many. If an agreement i401. 3 February 1952, ciphered telegram, Foreign Affairs of [North] Korea Pak Hon-

reached that both sides will each open 5 #filippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong Yong was at my place. In a conversation he

their rear points, then it will be sufficient for said that the Korean people throughout the

fulfilling the obligations of the monitoring CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 709 country demand peace and do not want to

organ to have 16 neutral groups of observ- TOP PRIORITY continue the war.

ers, of which 10 groups will be permanently SPECIAL If the Soviet Union and China consider

located at mutually agreed upon points dBEIJING it advantageous to continue the war, then the

disembarkation and 6 groups can be used as TO KRASOVSKY Central Committee of the Labor Party will be

reserves to send to the site of incidents. Transmit the following answer to MAO able to overcome any difficulties and hold to
7. The monitoring organ of neutralZEDONG. their position.

groups and the commission on the military  “Comrade MAO ZEDONG. | answered that a peaceful settlement on

armistice must be located in one place. The We received your telegrams of Januarthe basis of justice and rationality is advanta-
neutral groups of observation during th&1 concerning the negotiations on questiorgeous for us. | also explained to him about
fulfilment of the tasks of inspection andof an armistice. the favorable conditions of our side in the
observation do not have the rightto study the  We agree with the plan outlined by youpresent military situation and about the in-
“construction and characteristics” of all typesand the evaluation of the course of the negorease in the difficulties of America. There-
of arms and ammunition. tiations which you give. The firm positionfore an agreement on an armistice can be
As concerns the reports about results déken by you has already given positive reeached. However in military relations we
the work of the neutral groups of observasults and must force the enemy to makeill carry out active preparation of our forces
tion, we consider that official reports musfurther concessions. for further conduct of military operations.
be adopted by the majority of the members We consider that you must make an  Whiledeparting, Minister Pak Hon Yong
of the given group, but reports not adoptedgreement with the leading comrades of Pagreed with my point of view about the
by the majority of members or reports fromland and Czechoslovakia about including thegeneral situation and said that his visit had
individual persons cannot be official docurepresentatives in the commission of obserthe goal of a simple meeting and his opinion
ments. They can be used as reference maggs, and they, of course, will agree with thigs not the opinion of the Central Committee
rials. With greetings. FILIPPOV [Stalin].” of the Labor party and the Korean govern-
8. Material supply of the monitoring Confirm receipt. ment, but purely his personal opinion.
organ of neutral states and the groups subor- Telegraph the fulfillment. 2.In 1951 the Korean government col-
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lected agricultural taxes in kind in grain inapplication will be carried out from Febru-5 March 1952

the amount of 650,000 tons, which constiary to May. In each month 5,000 tons of ricgAs indicated in the file in AVPRF, the

tuted too large a percentage of the enti@nd 5,000 tons of chumiza [a cereal grain iRolitburo decision was taken on March 7 to

yield. At the present time 10 percent of th&lortheast Asia] (in all 40,000 tons of rice andeject Razuvaev’s proposal, |. 82. Draft

population is suffering from hunger. Thechumiza will be delivered), in each monttresolution to this effect is on . 83]

majority of the peasant population will be200 tons of bean oil.

able to subsist only until April-May. Inaddition, in February 3,300,000 meter§Source: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 830,
If there is no assistance soon, then thisf cotton fabric will be delivered. List 3 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5, Delo

will influence not only the carrying out of Negotiations will be concluded soonb5, Papka 11, Listy 81-83]

spring sowing but also the gathering of théccording to your practical observation, if

harvest. military operations in Korea cease, what i404. 14 April 1952, VKP(b) CC Politburo
They say that our government has alecessarytorestore in Korea asfirst priority@ecision with approved message from

ready resolved to deliver to the Korean gov-  The army of the Chinese volunteers ca8talin to Kim Il Sung

ernment 30,000 tons of grain. |1 do not knowender assistance as a work force to restore

is this true? Ifitis not true, | consider that ithe highways and agricultural economyALL-UNION COMMUNIST PARTY

is necessary to prepare for timely delivery ofvhat other kind of aid is needed from us? (bolsheviks), CENTRAL COMMITTEE

30,000 tons of grainin March for the purpose | ask you to study these questions ando. P87/104

of providing assistance so that the peasartemmunicate your opinion.” Copies: Malenkov, Mikoyan,
can engage in spring planting. MAO ZEDONG Vyshinsky, Shtemenko

3. | consider that although our budget idNo. 431 14 April 1952
also very strained, in 1952 we nevertheless2.52 Excerpt from protocol No. 87 of the meeting
need to plan to apportion 1,600,000 million of the Politburo CC VKP(b) [Central Com-
yuan (which constitutes approximately 237Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 342mittee, All-Union Communist Party
million rubles) according to the plan of 1951Listy 81-83] (bol’'shevik)]
budget year for rendering aid to Korea. This Decision of 14 April 1952
amount can hardly be reduced. | ask that dl03. 5 March 1952, memorandum, 104. Question of Korea.
this possibly be planned earlier in the gener@romyko to Stalin To confirm the attached text of
budget.” a telegram.

My answer of 4.2 of this year. To Comrade STALIN I.V. SECRETARY CC

“I received your telegram of 22.1 of this The Ambassador of the USSR in Korea To p.104(op) pr.PB No. 87
year. As concerns rendering aid to Korea, iBomrade Razuvaev proposes to advise Kim BY CIPHER

our budget for 1952 we have already inH Sung to publish an interview witha TASS  PYONGYANG
cluded expenditures of 1,500,000 milliorcorrespondent concerning the negotiations To Soviet Ambassador RAZUVAEV
yuan (approximately equal to 222 millionfor an armistice in Panmunjom. (telegram Hand Over Immediately
rubles), which somewhat exceeds the sum bfo. 188). For Comrade KIM IL SUNG
the trade credit extended by China to Korea In the draft presented by Razuvaev the It has become known to me that the
in 1951, the sum granted by China for urgenmterview touches on three questions: thkKorean people are in need of bread. We have
restoration of Korean railroads and also théragging out of the negotiations by the Ameriin Siberia 50,000 tons of prepared wheat
sum granted by China for maintenance afan side; inviting representatives of the Sdlour. We can send this flour as a gift to the
Korean citizens located in Manchuria. viet Union to a neutral organ for monitoringkorean people. Telegraph your agreement.
If military operations in Korea are endedthe fulfillment of the conditions of the armi-We can send the flour immediately accord-
then it is assumed that expenditures for agtice; the position of the Korean side in casag to your instruction.
to Korea will be increased. of a breakdown in the negotiations by the With greetings. |. STALIN
At the end of January of this year theAmerican side. 14 April 1952
Minister of Trade of Korea Comrade Chan Si  In the opinion of MID USSR, the pro-
U came to Beijing for negotiations abouposal of Comrade Razuvaev is unacceptabl&ource: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 778,
deliveries of goods in 1952. As a result oThe publication of such an interview couldListy 22-23]
these negotiations the total value we estabe interpreted as a manifestation of haste and
lished for goods delivered by us comes toervousness on the Korean-Chinese side05. 16 April 1952, ciphered telegram,
700,000 million yuan (approximately 103Moreover, the elements of threat, containeBabkin to Shtemenko conveying letter
million rubles). in the answer to the third question, could biom Kim Il Sung to Stalin
Korea will not deliver anything to us in used for accusing the Korean-Chinese side
exchange, and therefore the aforemention@d trying to complicate the course of theCIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 501587

amount was established as the sum of tradegotiations for an armistice. From CORRESPONDENT 20 Sent 16.4.52
credit. Draft resolution is attached. 13:00 Received 16.4. 14:44
As concerns foodstuffs stipulated inthe | ask you to review. Dispatched to the 8th Administration of the

application, the delivery according to this A. GROMYKO General Staff of the Soviet Army 16.4 14:50
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Extremely urgent. cluded that the negotiations for an armisticpart in active military operations and bring
To Comrade SHTEMENKO can be drawn out for an indefinite period oinfluence to bear on important enemy sites.
S.M. time. 3. To carry out a number of ground
| transmit the reply letter of KIM IL Over the past year of negotiations weperations, appreciable to the enemy, soasto
SUNG to Comrade I.V. STALIN. have virtually curtailed military operationsdivert the operations of the enemy VVS from
No. 1448 BABKIN and moved to a passive defense. our rear and to influence the course of the
16.4.52 Such a position has led to the fact that theegotiations in Kaesong.
Copies: Stalin (2), Malenkov, File of 8thenemy almost without suffering any kind of  Aside from all of this, to raise the battle
Administration (2) losses constantly inflicts on us huge losses aapability of the KPA it is extremely neces-
Dear Joseph Vissarionovich! manpower and material values. sary for us to receive from you in the nearest

The government ofthe DPRKismoved  Thus, for example, just recently the enfuture technical goods and materials accord-
by your fatherly concern about the urgenémy put out of operation all the electricalng to our note of January 10, 1952 and July
needs of the Korean people. stations of Korea and because of the actis 1952 and application for 1952 in the note

Your proposal to send us 50,000 tons afperations of VVS [air force] does not allowof October 6, 1951, within the limits of your
bread, which we accept with endless gratthe possibility to restore them, which hapossibilities.
tude, is one more expression of the selflessused and continues to cause huge losses to 4. In Kaesong we need simultaneously
fraternal assistance of the great Soviet peoptlee entire national economy of the DPRK. to move decisively toward the soonest con-
to Korea, which has suffered from American  In only one 24 hour period of barbaricclusion of an armistice, a ceasefire and trans-
aggression but is prepared to defend to thembing, of only one city of Pyongyang (orfer of all prisoners of war on the basis of the
end its freedom and independence. July 11 and the night of July 12) more thaeneva convention. These demands are

A grateful Korean people wishes you6,000 peaceful inhabitants were killed andupported by all peaceloving peoples and
dear leader and teacher, many years of lifgounded. will lead us out of a passive position in
and health for the happiness of mankind. The enemy, making use of this situationKaesong.

KIM IL SUNG makes demands in the negotiations that are The change in the character of military
16 April 1952 unacceptable to us. operations on the ground and in the air will
Naturally, the Chinese friends refuse tdave a corresponding, desirable influence on
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 348accept these conditions. We share the opitire enemy.

Listy 60-61] ion of Comrade MAO ZEDONG on this A telegram of analogous content was
guestion. sent to comrade MAO ZEDONG.

106. 16 July 1952, ciphered telegram, Kim However, in order to spare the DPRK  The Korean people are boundlessly

Il Sung to Stalin via Razuvaev and its people suffering and unjustified, needyrateful to you for the enormous selfless

less losses, it is necessary for us hopefully &ssistance being rendered to the Korean
CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 502597/sh provide cover for the most important site®eople’s Democratic Republic.
From Correspondent 20 Sent 17.7.52 and to go over to active operations. We await your orders and advice on the
18:45 Received 17.7 20:50 For this it would be desirable: aforementioned questions.
Sent to 8th Administration of the General 1. Tostrengthen antiaircraft defense. By = We wish you good health and long years
Staff of the Soviet Army 17.7 21:10 our accounting, for this it is necessary tof life for the well-being and happiness of

Extremely Urgent receive additional arms for ten antiaircrafprogressive humanity.
To Comrade A. Vasilevsky regiments (including three middle caliber With deep respect and esteem
To Comrade A.la. Vyshinsky regiments and seven small caliber regiments). Your Kim Il Sung
I reportthe letter from KIM IL SUNG to Itis desirable in connection with this that Pyongyang 16.7.52.”
Comrade STALIN L.V. of 16.7.52. the Chinese comrades put out half and that the
RAZUVAEV KPA receive arms for five antiartillery regi- [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 348,
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, ments directly from you. Listy 65-68 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis

Beria, Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, 2. To activate the night operations of th&a, Delo 4, Papka 11, Listy 40-43]
Khrushchev, Vyshinsky, Sokolovsky. VVS [Air Force] of the KPA [Korean People’s

No. 2250 Army] and CPV [Chinese People’s Volun-107. 17 July 1952, ciphered telegram,
17.7.52 teers]. Itis necessary to cover North Korea iRilippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong
“Respected comrade ambassador, | aske daytime with fighter aviation, if only up to
you to bring to the attention of Comradehe line of Pyongyang. CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 4018
STALIN L.V. the contents of the following VVS of the KPA is prepared at any time BEIJING -
telegram: to begin active military operations. Along TO KRASOVSKY
“Dear Comrade STALIN I.V. with this, in the near future 40 crews of KPA  Transmit to Comrade MAO ZEDONG

| consider it necessary to report to youT U-2 pilots will finish their training in the the following answer:
Josef Visarrionovich, about the following:Soviet Union. We would like for these pilots ~ “Comrade MAO ZEDONG.
proceeding from a general analysis of theo come to the DPRK together with TU-2  We consider your position in the nego-
situation in Korea the possibility is not ex-airplanes so that they could immediately takigations on an armistice to be completely
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correct. rean people a strengthening of the position ahemy in the present situation will inevitably
Today we received a report fromthe 38th parallel has been won, North Koremake the enemy even more ambitious and
Pyongyang that Comrade KIM IL SUNGand Northeast China have been defendedundermine our prestige.

also agrees with your position. The people of Korea and China, espe- Ifwe display resolution notto acceptthe
FILIPPOV [Stalin] cially their armed forces, have received thenemy’s proposal and to prepare ourselves
16 July 1952” possibility of being tempered and acquirindor a breakdown in the negotiations from the
Telegraph the fulfillment. experience in the struggle against Americaside of the enemy, the enemy surely will not
imperialism. cause a breakdown in the negotiations.

[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 348,  In addition, in the course of the struggle  In the process of a further delay of the
List 69 and AVP RF, Fond 059a, Opis 5apf the Korean and Chinese peoples, theiregotiations, upon decisive insistence by our
Delo 5, Papka 11, List 89] might has been strengthened, which is irside on our point of view, it is possible that
spiring the peaceloving peoples of the wholthe enemy will make a new concession.
108. 18 July 1952, ciphered telegram, Mao world in the struggle against aggressive war  If the enemy will not concede or breaks
Zedong to Filippov (Stalin) conveying 15 and is facilitating the development of theoff the negotiations, then we must continue
July 1952 telegram from Mao to Kim Il movement for defense of peace throughoutilitary operations so as to find in the course
Sung and 16 July 1952 reply from Kim to the world. This also limits the mobility of theof the war, which the enemy cannot resolve,
Mao main forces of American imperialism anda means for changing the present situation.
makes it suffer constantlossesinthe east. As We will report to Comrade FILIPPOV

SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF the stronghold of peace throughout thabout this proposal and the course taken by
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET world—the Soviet Union can strengthen itais and we will ascertain his opinion.
ARMY reconstruction and can exercise its influence  We will report to you the results upon

CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 21646 on the development of the revolutionaryeceiving an answer from him.
Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov, Beria,movement of peoples of all countries. This  With greetings! MAO ZEDONG,
Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, will mean the delay of a new world war. 3:00, 15.7.52"
Khrushchev, Vyshinsky, Sokolovsky The presence of these great movemenis
From BEIJING Received 12:15 18.7.1952estifies to the fact that the Korean people are  “To Comrade MAO ZEDONG!

Series“G” T no longer alone. Your telegram of 3:00 15 July of this
To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin] In the first place, the Chinese peoplgear was received.

| send to you for familiarization the textwant to apply all their strength to overcome  As a result of careful study and discus-
of my telegram of 3:00 15 July of this year tdhe difficulties of the Korean people. Theresion of it, we have arrived at a unanimous
KIM IL SUNG and the text of the reply fore at the present time we ask you not to lnclusion. We consider that your analysis
telegram to me from Comrade KIM IL SUNGashamed to appeal to us with questions whicloncerning the present situation is correct.

of 21:00 16 July of this year: demand an urgent resolution of the situation  Atthe same time, considering our present
“To Comrade KIM IL SUNG. in Korea. position, you have communicated to us to
Copy to Comrade LI KENONG. If we are not able to resolve your questhat we henceforth not be ashamed to raise

After we wrote atelegram to comrade Ltions, then we will together with you appeatjuestions about the assistance we need, for
KENONG we received your telegram ofto FILIPPOV with a request to render assiswvhich we are sincerely grateful to you.
18:00 14 July of this year. tance for the resolution of these questions.  We consider it necessary to activate

After atwo-day study by us of the given ~ As concerns the acceptance of the pranilitary operationsinthe long struggle against
guestions our comrades unanimously composal of the enemy, that will bring greathe enemy. If we do not show aggressiveness
sider that at present, when the enemy tsarm. in military operations and continue a passive
subjecting us to furious bombardment, ac- In the first place, accepting a provocaedefense, the enemy will not take into consid-
cepting a provocative and fraudulent protive and fraudulent proposal from the enemgration our forces, and will continue furious
posal from the enemy, which does not siginder the influence of its bombardment wilbombardment for the purpose of putting mili-
nify in fact any kind of concession, is highlyplace us in a disadvantageous position ilary pressure on us.

disadvantageous for us. political and military relations. We therefore propose to implement the
We willlook atthe positive and negative ~ The enemy will surely use this weak<ollowing urgent measures:
sides of this question: ness of ours for further pressure on us, which 1. It is necessary to strengthen anti-

Rejecting the proposal of the enemy willvill lead to new provocations from the sideaircraft artillery, by at least 10 regiments. It
bring only one harmful consequence—furef the enemy. Then, being in a disadvantés necessary to strengthen PVO [Anti-air-
ther losses for the Korean people and Chigeous position, upon putting pressure on theraft Defense] of the city of Pyongyang and
nese people’s volunteers. However, onanemy we possibly will suffer even greateall important industrial sites, for example:
the war began, China began to help Kore#ilures and the aforementioned positive sidéshuifens-kaya, Chandzinganskaya, and
the Korean people already honestly stood owill lose their significance. This will signify Puchenganskaya electrical stations.
the front line of defense of the camp of peac&n unsuccessful course, because of whichthe 2. Itis necessary to make the air battles
of the whole world. whole game will be lost. of our VVS [Air Force] more active:

At the cost of the sacrifices of the Ko-  Therefore to accept the proposals of the a) Toimprove the command of the VVS
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so that it correctly directs the air battles offorthcoming session of the General Assent10. 17 September 1952, hand-delivered

Korean territory. bly of the UN. Regarding the question ofetter, Filippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong
b) The diameter of operations of aviaprisoners of war Mexico has advanced a
tion units must not be limited only to theproposal consisting of 3 points, which are: FOR Comrade MAO ZEDONG

present line along the Yalu river. At thefirst, both sides immediately conduct an ex- We agree with you that the proposal of
least, itis necessary to extend it to the bordehange of prisoners who have expressed ttiee Mexicans is unacceptable, since it re-
of Pyongyang and to strengthen by all meawish to return to their homeland; second, thiéects the position of the USA in the negotia-
sures the PVO of the capital and importartemaining POWSs will be transferred to thdions in Korea. As is obvious, the USA, not
industrial sites. temporary protection of UN member statebaving achieved successes in negotiations in
c) Itis necessary to send already trainegind be subject to repatriation according to dforea, intends now to receive approval of
air force bomber units on night actions deepgreement which will be concluded; thirdtheir position in the UN and to make those
in enemy [territory], to boldly carry out air after a normal situation is established in Kosame demands in the name of the UN. The
battles, subjecting to bombardment a nunrea, to guarantee that these POWs can retiiexicans are the agents of the USA.
ber of airports, warehouses, barracks artd their homeland and to provide them with  If the Mexicans advance their proposal
other military installations of the enemy. the possibility for this. Until the restorationin the UN, the delegation of the USSR will
3. In infantry operations it is necessarpf a normal situation in Korea, if the POWgeject this proposal as not corresponding to
to make local attacks on several parts of thesk to return to their homeland, then ththe interests of cessation of the war in Korea,
front in order to put military pressure on thecorresponding government also must takaend will try to attain the following :

enemy. measures and present to them all possibilities “1. Immediate cessation of military op-
| ask you to review the opinions indi-for repatriation. erations of the [warring] sides on land, sea
cated above and to make a decision about Apparently, the proposal to discuss thand air.
rendering us assistance. Korean question in the General Assembly of 2. Return of all POWSs to their homeland
With highest respect toward you. KIMthe UN was advanced at the initiative ohccording to international norms.
IL SUNG. 21:00 16 July 1952.” England. The proposal of Mexico arose atthe 3. Withdrawal from Korea of foreign
MAO ZEDONG initiative of the USA. The latter have alreadyroops, including also the Chinese volunteer
No. 2084 expressed the wish to discuss this questionumits, in the course of 2-3 months and a
18.7.52" the UN General Assembly. peaceful settlement of the Korean question
We intend to express opposition to suchn the spirit of the unification of Korea,
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 343a variant. carried out by the Koreans themselves under
Listy 72-75 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis | ask you to consult with comradethe observation of a commission with the
5a, Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 90-93] FILIPPOV about what our position should bgarticipation of the sides directly interested
on this question. as well as other states, including states which

[Ed. note: The next two documents coincide 2. India and Burma have made indicahave not taken part in the war in Korea.”
with a visit to Moscow by Chinese Foreigrtions that they would like to sign a non-  As concerns the proposal about tempo-
Minister Zhou Enlai in August-Septemberaggression pact with us, and also hope thirily withholding 20% of POWSs from both
1952; the transcripts of three of Zhou's conyou will visit these countries. The essence &des and returning all remaining POWSs, the
versations with Stalin during this visit arethat [Indian leader Jawaharlal] Nehru woulgbroposal of the Soviet delegation will not
printed elsewhere in this issue of Balle- like to visit China, with a view, however, thattouch on this and it will be left with you in

tin.] you will go to India on a return visit. Wereserve.
received this information from our ambassa- On the question of the conclusion of a
109. 16 September 1952, hand-delivereddor in Burma lao Chzhun-min. non-aggression pact with India and Burma
note, Zhou Enlai to Stalin conveying tele- | suggest that it is highly possible thatve completely share your point of view.
gram from Mao to Zhou India and Burma will advance these ques- FILIPPOV [Stalin]
tions for an exchange of opinion. If Indiaand7 September 1952
To Comrade STALIN, L.V. Burma make these proposals officially, thetalin’s handwritten draft is attached.

| send you a Russian translation of & would be inconvenient for us to refuse.
telegram | received from comrade Mao |askalso thatyou consult with Comrad¢Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 343,
Zedong. FILIPPOV about whether it is advisable forListy 97-103 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis
| ask you to familiarize yourself with it China to conclude such pacts with India an8a, Delo 5, Papka 11, List 99]
and indicate a time of meeting convenienBurma.

for you for receipt of your personal orders. Mao Zedong. 111. 27 December 1952, Semenov (Stalin)
With communist greetings. 15 September 1952 to Mao Zedong
Zhou Enlai.
16 September 1952. [Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 343BEIJING
Comrade ZHOU ENLAI. Listy 94-96 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis5a, To the Main Military Adviser
1. According to our information, the Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 96-98] for Comrade MAO ZEDONG

Korean question will be discussed at the Comrade Mao Zedong!
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We have received your telegram of 1Tisty 115-116] of the war in Korea. In the eyes of honest
December. people of the whole world, the actions of the

Your observations regarding the prob112. 19 March 1953, resolution, USSR aggressive Anglo-American bloc in Korea
ability of an attack by the Americans in theCouncil of Ministers with draft letters more and more expose that bloc, and espe-
spring of 1953 reflect the plans of the preseffitom Soviet Government to Mao Zedong cially the aggressive forces of the USA, as an
American command in Korea, who are operand Kim Il Sung and directive to Soviet international factor that is pursuing a policy

ating under the leadership of the Trumadelegation at United Nations of preparing a new war and is ready to shift
government. It is fully possible that these to a policy of broadening the war solely in
plans will be changed by the Eisenhower COUNCIL OF MINISTERS USSR order to dictate to people their aggressive
government in the direction of less tension RESOLUTION imperialistic will, which expresses an aspira-
on the front in Korea. Nevertheless, you are Of 19 March 1953 No. 858-372cc.tion for world domination, for the subjuga-
acting correctly when you count on the worst Moscow, Kremlin tion of peoples to their imperialistic aims.
and proceed from the probability of an attack The Soviet Government considers that
by the Americans. Question of MID we should regard all these important circum-
We have reviewed your application for stances of the international order in the same
military goods for 1953 and the application ~ The Council of Ministers of the USSRway that we have regarded them until now.
for urgently needed military goods. RESOLVES: This does not mean, however, that in present

The quantity of arms, ammunition and 1. To confirm the attached draft lettersonditions we must simply mechanically con-
other military goods which you requestedfthe Government of the USSR to Comraddsmue the line followed until now in the ques-
oversteps the limits of our possibilities inMao Zedong and Kim Il Sung (Attachmention of the war in Korea and not attempt to
1953. Our calculations are based on the fakb. 1). display initiative or to use an initiative of the
that we must deliver to you in 1953 arms, To transmit the present letter to Comepposing side and to secure the withdrawal
ammunition and other goods for 20 infantryade Mao Zedong through Comrade Zhoaf Korea and China from the war in accor-
divisions, this means that we must deliver foEnlai and Comrade Kuznetsov V.V., andlance with the fundamental interests of the
each of 20 divisions around 800,000 [unitfthe letter] to Comrade Kim Il Sung throughChinese and Korean peoples and also in
oflammunition, 1320 artillery pieces of vari-Comrade Malik, who will immediately be accordance with the interests of all other
ous types and other goods. sent to Pyongyang. peaceloving peoples.

Taking into account the situation you 2. To confirm the directive to the Soviet  In connection with all the abovestated
speak of in your telegram, with great diffi-delegation in the General Assembly (Attachand taking into account the concrete facts of

culty we can deliver to you in 1953, besidement No. 2). late regarding the war in Korea, we consider
the arms and ammunition for 20 divisions  Representative of the Council of Minis-it urgently necessary to carry out a number of
[already] earmarked, with equal shipmentters of the USSR G. Malenkov measures, in particular:

until the end of the year, approximately one- 1. It is necessary that Kim Il Sung and

fourth of the quantity you stated in your  Business Manager of the Council ofPeng Dehuai give a positive answer to the
telegram of 17 December, specificallyMinisters of the USSR M. Pomaznev  appeal of General [Mark W.] Clark on Feb-
600,000 pieces of ammunition, 332 pieces of ruary 22 on the question of an exchange of
artillery of various types, tractor artillery, Attachment No. 1 sick and wounded prisoners of war.
detonating fuses and other goods; the amounts 2. Immediately after the publication of
of the deliveries of each will be determined  The Soviet Government has thoroughlyhe answer of Kim Il Sung and Peng Dehuai,
by our War Ministry. reviewed the question of the war in Korean authoritative representative of the gov-
Thus, with a calculation of the arms andinder present conditions and with regard ternment of the PRC (best of all would be
ammunition being delivered for 20 infantrythe entire course of events of the precedirghou Enlai) should make a statement in
divisions in 1953, there will be shipped tgeriod. As aresult of this, the Soviet GovernBeijing in which is underscored a positive
you: 1400 pieces of ammunition, as opposeadent has reached the conclusion that it woulttitude toward the proposal on an exchange
to the 1,125,000 delivered in 1952, 165be incorrect to continue the line on thi®of sick and wounded prisoners of war, and
pieces of artillery of various types, as opeuestion which has been followed until nowalso to indicate that the time has arrived to
posed to 1056 guns delivered in 1952.  without making those alterations in that lineesolve the entire question of prisoners and,
As regards the applications for materiwhich correspond to the present politicatonsequently, to secure the cessation of the
als for military production mentioned in yoursituation and which ensue from the deepesiar in Korea and the conclusion of an armi-
telegram, transmitted to us by Minister ofnterests of our peoples, the peoples of thatice.
Foreign Trade Comrade E TsziUSSR, Chinaand Korea, who are interested 3. Simultaneously with the aforemen-
Chzhuanom—this application is now beingn a firm peace throughout the world andioned statement in Beijing, the head of the
studied by our Ministry of Foreign Trade. have always sought an acceptable path tgevernment of the DPRK, Kim Il Sung,
SEMENOQV [Stalin]. ward the soonest possible conclusion of thehould make a statementin Pyongyang which
27 December 1952. war in Korea. declares full support for and the justice of the
It is not necessary to dwell in detail oraforementioned statement of the government
[Source: APRF, Fond 45, Opis 1, Delo 343all that the aggressor has done in the coureéthe PRC.
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4. We consider it also advisable thaof securing a positive resolution of the indieffect twelve (12) hours after the agreement
immediately after the aforementioned statezated question, but also in securing a positiven armistice is signed, and guarantee the
ments in Beijing and Pyongyang, the Minis¥esolution of the entire question of prisonergilfillment of this order.”
ter of Foreign Affairs of the USSR make af war, and consequently, to remove the There was also agreement on the fol-
statement in Moscow with correspondingbstacles to the achievement of an agreeméotving important conditions for the armi-
full support for the Beijing and Pyongyangon the cessation of military action and thstice:
statements. conclusion of an armistice. Article 109 ofthe 1) About the determination of a military

5. Inaccordance with the four measure&eneva Convention should be used for thigemarcation line, which must run along the
enumerated above, the Soviet delegation &specially the second paragraph of this aline contiguous to [the position of] the troops
the General Assembly of the UN in Newticle, which stipulates the conclusion of “arof the warring sides on the day the armistice
York should do everything possible to supagreement on repatriation or internment in goes into effect, in other words along the line
port and move forward the new political lineneutral country of healthy prisoners of waof the front, from which “troops of both sides
which is laid out above. who have spent a long time in captivity.” will withdraw for two kilometers in order to

We consider it necessary to give the Inthe negotiations propose that all pristorm a demilitarized zone...” (point 1 of the
following elucidation of the abovestated: oners of war who insist on repatriation beraft agreement on armistice).

First. Aboutthe answerto General Clarkrepatriated immediately, but the remaining  2) About the establishment of a Military
We consider that the response letter of Kirprisoners be handed over to a neutral countGommission on the armistice composed of
Il Sung and Peng Dehuai to General Clarka order to secure a fair resolution of thd0 senior officers, from whom five will be
should express full agreement with Clark’sjuestion of their repatriation. named by the Commander in Chief of the
proposal to conduct an exchange of sickand  With regard to these prisoners add thatarmed forces of the UN and five by the
wounded prisoners of war, with an indica¢lassification according to nationality andCommand of the Korean People’s Army and
tion that they have in mind a positive resoluplace of residence be made, as was propoded Command of the Chinese volunteers
tion of this question in accordance withn the letter from Kim Il Sung and Peng(point 19). The Commission must monitor
article 109 of the Geneva Convention.  Dehuaito General Clark on October 16, 195the observance of the armistice agreement,

In the answer to Clark indicate that thethis is also in accordance with the Indiamcluding monitoring the work of the Com-
guestion of the exchange of sick and woundetdtaft on Korea). mittee on repatriation of prisoners of war and
prisoners has the greatest significance for a  After the classification, prisoners of warregulate through negotiations possible viola-
successful resolution of the entire questioimmediately receive the right to return tdions of the armistice agreement (pp. 24 and
of prisoners of war, and consequently, for their homeland, which will be facilitated by25).
successful resolution of the question of ththe assistance of all interested sides. 3) About the creation of a Commission
cessation of the war and the conclusionofan  Second. About the statement in Beijingof neutral states to supervise the armistice,
armistice. Inview of this, propose to resumén this statement it would be advisable to sasomposed of representatives from Sweden
the negotiations in Panmunjom between thihat the government of the PRC has discussadd Switzerland named by the Commander
main representatives of both sides to negthe question raised by General Clark with thim Chief of the UN Military Forces and
tiations for an armistice. government of the DPRK and both the gowepresentatives of Poland and Czechoslova-

Propose that the date of the negotiatiorernment of the PRC and the government éda named by the Supreme Commander of
be established by the officers connectethe DPRK have reached the same conclusitimee Korean People’s Army and the Com-
with both sides. about the necessity to give their representarander of the Chinese Volunteers. (pp. 36

In the course of the negotiations on théves in Panmunjom an order to enter intand 37)
exchange of sick and wounded prisoners, imegotiations with General Clark on the ques- The Commission may create inspection
accordance with article 109 of the Genevidon of the exchange of sick and woundedroups composed of representatives of those
Convention, which stipulates that “not gprisoners of war, having in mind the achievestates. (p. 40).
single wounded and sick prisoner of war cament of a positive resolution of this question = The Commission of neutral states must
be repatriated against his wishes during milin accordance with article 109 of the Genevsupervise the implementation of the agree-
tary action,” add the receipt of a guarante€onvention of 1949, and also a positive resarent on the armistice and fulfill the func-
from the American side that in relation tdution of the question of prisoners of war as tions of control (p. 41).
prisoners of war, under no circumstancewhole. In the statement indicate that in the Inspection groups of neutral states will
will forcible measures be applied to preventourse of the negotiations between both siddssembark at the ports of Synyidzhu,
their return to their homeland. in Kaesong and Panmunjom, agreement w&hongchin, Khungnam, Manpo and

Propose also to establish a commissioreached on all questions except the questi®nandzhu (North Korea), Inchon, Taegu,
of representatives of Poland, Czechoslovaf prisoners of war. Pusan, Kanchung and Kunsan (South Ko-
kia, Sweden and Switzerland torender assis- Thus, agreement was reached that correa).
tance in returning sick and wounded prisormanders of military forces of both sides “give ~ Moreover, the sides reached agreement
ers to their homeland. an order for the full cessation of any type athat the commanders of both sides must

In the negotiations on the exchange afilitary action in Korea by all troops under‘recommend to the governments of inter-
sick and wounded prisoners of war, proceettheir command, including all units and perested countries of both sides that a political
from that fact that the task consists not onlgonnel of land, sea and air forces, going intmonference of all sides at the highest level be
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convened within three months of the signingyongyang. We see the point of the Moscowegotiations between the warring sides were
and implementation of the armistice...for thetatementto be underscoring before the whdbegun in Kaesong in June 1951 for a ceasefire
resolution by means of negotiations of quesworld the full solidarity and concordance ofand armistice in Korea. These negotiations
tions regarding the withdrawal from Koreaaction between the USSR, PRC and DPRkd to agreement on all questions except the
of all foreign troops, the peaceful resolutioron the question of the war in Korea. guestion of repatriation of prisoners of war.
of the Korean question etc.” (point 60). Fifth. On the Soviet delegation in theThe Soviet Union continues to consider the
A significant portion of the articles of General Assembly of the UN in New York.position taken in this question by the Chinese
the draft agreement concerning prisoners dthe Soviet delegation in the General AsseniRreople’s Republic and the Korean People’s
war was also agreed to, with the exception dfly must act in accordance with the entir®emocratic Republic to be just and fully in
the question of repatriation of prisoners. Thabovedescribed political plan with regard t@ccordance with the principles of interna-
government of the PRC (Government of théhe war in Korea. In this connection it istional law and international practice, and
DPRK), following its policy of preserving necessary that as soon as the Polish drafso the positions of the Geneva Convention
and strengthening peace, striving for a peaceesolution “On Averting the Threat of a Newof 1949. The Soviet Union fully supports
ful resolution of the Korean question andVorld War” comes up for discussion, thehis position.
applying all its efforts to the immediate cesSoviet delegation would secure the introduc-  The question of the exchange of prison-
sation of the war, proposes to resolve also thien of the corresponding alterations to thigrs of war is the single unresolved questionin
question of prisoners of war as a whole. Thdraft in the part concerning Korea and alsthe negotiations between the warring sides in
government of the PRC (Government of théhe necessary statements by the Soviet d&erea. The governments of the PRC and
DPRK) on its side is prepared to adopt meagation and the delegations of Poland arldPRK have declared their readiness to adopt
sures to eliminate the disagreements on thizzechoslovakia. measures from their sides toward the settle-
question, which is at present the only ob-  Sixth. Additional notes. It goes withoutment of this question, in order to remove the
stacle to the conclusion of an agreement araying that at the present time we canndtdast obstacle to a ceasefire in Korea and the
ceasefire and armistice. Toward this goafpresee all steps and measures which tleenclusion of an armistice.
the Government of the PRC (DPRK) progovernments of the USSR, PRC and DPRK  The Soviet Union welcomes the noble
poses that all prisoners of war who insist owill need to make. However, if there is fullinitiative of the Chinese People’s Republic
repatriation be immediately repatriated andgreement between our governments in tfand the Korean People’s Democratic Repub-
the remaining prisoners be handed over tocwnduct of a general line on this question, fdic on this question. The Soviet Union fer-
neutral country to secure a just resolution afhich we fully hope, then the remainingvently supports the proposal on resumption

the question of their repatriation. points can be agreed upon in the course of tbé negotiations in Korea with the goal of
The Beijing statement must also say thaffair. achieving an agreement on exchange of sick
following: and wounded prisoners of war, and also on
Our new step, which is directed at thdIRECTIVES FOR THE settlement of the entire question of prisoners
conclusion of the war in Korea, should als&OVIET DELEGATION IN THE of war, and consequently, also the question
serve as an example for a positive resoluticdBENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UN. of cessation of the war in Korea and conclu-
of a number of other important and urgent sion of an armistice.

international questions, first of all the resto- 1. To commission the delegation of the  Commission the Soviet delegation in
ration of the rights of China and Korea in th&JSSR in the General Assembly (Comradthe General Assembly to reach an agreement
UN. Vyshinsky), upon the presentation for diswith the Polish delegation about introducing
Third. On the statement in Pyongyangcussion of the resolution of the Polish delinto the draft Polish resolution on the ques-
We suggest that in this statement Comradsgation, the part concerning Korea, to makigon of averting the threat of a new world war
Kim Il Sung should indicate that the aforea statement with firm support for the lasthe following alterations in the part concern-
mentioned statement of the representative pfoposals and statements of the PRC ammb the Korean question: in place of the old
the PRC was worked out jointly by the govDPRK. text of p. “b)” (about returning all prisoners
ernments of the PRC and DPRK and that the Having set forth the position of the So-of war to their homeland) to include the
Government of the DPRK fully shares bottviet Union in the question of exchange ofollowing text: “b) immediate resumption of
the evaluation of the political situation con{risoners of war as a position which fullynegotiations on an armistice between the
tained in the Beijing statement and the coreorresponds to generally acknowledged prirsides, having in mind that at the same time
crete conclusions and proposals containedaiples of international law and the positionshe sides will apply all efforts to achieve an
it. In connection with this, underscore noof the Geneva Convention of 1949, whiclagreement on the question of exchange of
only the full support for, but also the justicedemands repatriation of all prisoners of waisick and wounded prisoners of war as well as
of, the statement of the representative of thee representative of the USSR must poimn the entire question of prisoners of war and
PRC. out the following. The Soviet Union haswill thus apply all efforts to remove the
Fourth. About the statement in Mos+epeatedly proposed and is proposing to reobstacles that are hindering the conclusion of
cow. We consider expedient a statement liymmend to the warring sides in Korea thahe war in Korea.”
the Minister of Foreign Affairs in Moscow, they immediately and fully cease military
which should be made immediately after theperations on land, sea and in the air. [Source: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 830,
aforementioned statements in Beijing and At the initiative of the Soviet Union, Listy 60-71 and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis
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5a, Delo 4, Papka 11, Listy 54-65] 29.111.53 Kuznetsov, Fedorenko American monopolists amassed colossal
SPRAVKA [Report]: No. 359 (bkh. #8265) profits in military orders and deliveries, but
113. 29 March 1953, ciphered telegram 29.111.53 with the end of the negotiations for an armi-
from Kuznetsov and Fedorenko in Comrades Kuznetsov, Razuvaev anstice, and also as a result of the strengthening
Pyongyang [from notes taken at AVPRF; Fedorenko have reported that on March 28 the movement to end the war in Korea,
photocopy not available] they were received by Kim Il Sung in thetheir profits began to fall sharply.
presence of General Nam Il, that Kim Il Sung  Having returned to the military side of
CIPHERED TELEGRAM was given the document which arrived fronthe matter, Mao noted that from a purely
From PYONGYANG Moscow and that they agreed to meet agaimilitary point of view it would not be bad to
Top Priority after Kim Il Sung has familiarized himself incontinue to strike the Americans for approxi-
Special File detail with the document. mately another year in order to occupy more
Inresponse to your communication No.  No. 242 (iskh. No. 6277) 24.111.53 favorable borders along the Changan river.
359. Molotov gave an order to transmit to Kim IIFurther movement to the south would risk

During the second meeting on Marctsung that Moscow advises that the decisiastretching out the flanks in the west and east
29, Kim Il Sung again declared that he fullyof the question of naming Nam Il as Ministeshore of Korea. In this case the danger of
agrees with the proposal of the Soviet gowsf Foreign Affairs be postponed until Malik’slandings in the rear of the Chinese-Korean
ernment on the Korean question and consia@srival and that it would be good at the presettoops would grow significantly.
ers that this proposal must be implementetioment to be limited to the naming of a  Touching on further steps after the sign-

as soon as possible. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, who ing of an armistice, Mao Zedong said that the
Kim Il Sung further underscored thatwould meanwhile serve as minister.” government of the PRC has a number of
the time has come to show initiative from guestions about which it would like to con-
our side on the question of the conclusion gSource: AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis 5a, Delsult with the government of the USSR. By
the war in Korea and achievement of peac8, Papka 11, Listy 120-122] approximately 10 August, we will prepare a
It is necessary, Kim said, either actively to proposed plan of measures about which it is

carry out military operations or to end thel14. 29 July 1953, ciphered telegram, necessary to consult with the Soviet govern-
war; a further dragging out of the existingkuznetsov to Soviet Foreign Ministry re ment.

situation is not in the interests of the DPRKneeting with Mao Zedong Zhou Enlai was present at the meeting.
and PRC, or of the entire democratic camp. KUZNETSOV

In connection with this, Kim pointed out that CIPHERED TELEGRAM

the losses on the Korean side at the front afidom BEIJING From Kuznetsov [Source: APRF, Fond 3, Opis 65, Delo 830,
in the rear (daily nearly 300-400 personsjo MID USSR URGENT Listy 187-189; and AVPRF, Fond 059a, Opis

are very significantand itis hardly advisabl€opies: Malenkov, Molotov, Voroshilov, 5a, Delo 5, Papka 11, Listy 156-158]
to conduct further discussion withthe AmeriKhrushchev, Bulganin, Kaganovich,
cans regarding repatriation of a disputetMikoyan, Saburov, Pervukhin, Vyshinsky,115. 20 April 1956, ciphered telegram,
number of prisoners of war. In the preserftromyko, Zorin, Podtserob excerpt from cable from Soviet Ambassa-
conditions, Kim said, the proposal of the [reporting a meeting of July 28] dor to the PRC P. Yudin re meeting with
Sovietgovernmentis the most advisable and  After listening to the greetings of the CGVlao Zedong
correct. CPSU, Mao asked me extend deep gratitude

Kim Il Sung is taking measures to preto the CC CPSU in the name of the CC CCP. CIPHERED TELEGRAM
pare for the anticipated negotiations: th&lao noted thatthe enemy was forced to rea&irictly Secret
number of sick and wounded prisoners inthan armistice not only by force of militaryFrom BEIJING
DPRK s being determined, materials for theeasons but also by force of political and 31 March | visited Comrade Mao
negotiations in Panmunjom are being preeconomic reasons. In military matters th&edong.
pared, a statement from Pyongyang is beirigst year has shown that the enemy is not onlyThe important moments that apparently
prepared, etc. not in a condition to advance on land but isomewhat strengthened Stalin’s trust in the

Following your instructions (Your Com- also not able firmly to hold and defend th&€CP were your (my) information about the
munication #242) we agreed with Kim Illine of the front. The Chinese troops hadkip to China and the Korean war—the per-
Sung that the representative at the negotibegun not only to conduct a positional waformance of the Chinese People’s Volun-
tions (if they resume) will be Nam II, asbut also to break through the front. teers, although in this question, said Mao
before. In connection with this, the publica-  Among the political causes that forced&Zedong, we were not sufficiently consulted.
tion of a decree of the Presidium of thehe enemy to conclude an armistice, Ma®n the Korean question, when | (Mao
Supreme People’s Assembly about namingoted the military contradictions in the camZedong) was in Moscow [in December 1949-
Nam Il Minister of Foreign Affairs will be of the imperialists and the significant activadanuary 1950] we came to an understanding
delayed. The post of Minister of Foreigrtion of world social opinion, which is speak-about everything, the issue was not about the
Affairs of the DPRK is temporarily being ing out against the war in Korea. seizure of South Korea, but about the signifi-
held by Li Don Gen. Kim Il Sung will Concerning economic causes, Mao statexdnt strengthening of North Korea. But
inform the Chinese friends about this. that in the first two years of the war thesubsequently Kim Il Sung was in Moscow,
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where some kind of agreement was reache@ao Gang, Head of the Northeast Bureau @f Seoul, 1940-46, became deputy to Politi-

about which no one considered it necessatige Chinese Communist Party cal Adviser in North Korea
to consult with us beforehand. It should b&romyko, A.A., First Deputy Minister of Shtemenko, S.M., Chief of the General Staff
noted, said Mao Zedong, that there was Foreign Affairs, USSR of the Soviet Armed Forces

serious miscalculation in the Korean wadiang Jieshi, (Chiang Kai-shek in WadeShtykov, T.F., Soviet Ambassador to the
about the supposed impossibility of interGiles spelling) leader of Chinese NationalisPPRK until December 1950
vention of international forces on the side oParty who established a rival government ifisarapkin, S.K., Member of Soviet delega-
South Korea... Taiwan in after being driven out of mainlandion to United Nations, had served as Minis-
P. YUDIN China by the PLA in 1949 ter Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Ko-
Kaganovich, L.M., Deputy Premier of USSRrea 1946-48
[Source: APRF, List 157, Fond, Opis ancKim Ch’aek, Deputy Commander of KorearVasiliev, Major General, Head of Soviet

Delo not given] People’s Army Military Advisory Group in DPRK
Kim Tu-bong, Chairman of the Central Com-Vasilevsky, A.M., Minister of War, USSR
INDEX OF ABBREVIATIONS mittee of the Korean Workers’ Party Vyshinsky, A.la., Minister of Foreign Af-

Li Kenong, Director of Military Intelligence fairs, USSR
APRF Archive of the President, Russiarand First Deputy Minister of Foreign Af- Wu, General Xiu-quan, Head of special del-

Federation fairs, PRC, head of Chinese delegation &gation to the United Nations from the

AVPRF Archive of Foreign Policy, Russianarmistice negotiations People’s Republic of China in December

Federation Liu Yalou, Commander of the Air Force,1950

CC Central Committee (of a communisPRC Xiao, Jinguang, Commander of the Navy of

party) Malenkov, G.M., Deputy Chairman of thethe People’s Republic of China

CccP Chinese Communist Party Council of Ministers, USSR Xie, Fang, Chief of Staff, Chinese People’s

CPV  Chinese People’s Volunteers (thé/alik, la., Soviet Ambassador to the United/olunteers

designation given PLA units sent to fight inNations Zakharov, General Matvei Vasilievich,

Korea) Mao Zedong, (Mao Tse-tung in Wade-Gile®eputy Chief of the General Staff of the

DPRK Democratic People’s Republic ofspelling), supreme leader of Chinese ConBoviet Armed Forces, Head of Special Mili-

Korea (North Korea) munist Party tary Mission to North Korea (pseud. Matveev)

KPA  Korean People’s Army (the armyMatveev, pseudonym used by M.V. Zakharo¢akharov, Semen Egorovich, Corps Com-

of North Korea) Mikoyan, A.l., Minister of Foreign Trade, missar sent to Beijing during Korean War as

MID  Ministerstvo Inostrannykh Del USSR Stalin’s personal military envoy

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs) Molotov, V.M., replaced as Minister of For-Zhou Enlai, Foreign Minister of People’s

PLA  People’s Liberation Army (Army €ign Affairs 1949, remained deputy chairRepublic of China

of the PRC) man of Council of Ministers, USSR, until

PRC  People’s Republic of China restored to Foreign Minister’'s post follow-

VKP(b) All-Union Communist Party ing Stalin’s death in March 1953

(bolshevik) Nie Rongzhen, Acting Chief of General Staff

VVS  Voennye Vozdushnye Sily Air of People’s Liberation Army Kathryn Weathersby, Assistant Profes-

Force Pak Hon-Yong, Foreign Minister of Koreansor of History, Florida State University

People’s Democratic Republic (Tallahassee), is working on a book on

INDEX OF NAMES Pak 1l U, Minister of Internal Affairs, DPRK, the Soviet Union and the Korean War.

. N named by Mao Zedong ~as deputy comgpe contriputed articles on new Russian
Beria, L.A., Minister of State Security, USSRMander and deputy political commissar of ...\ -1 avidence on the Korean War to

i intChinese People’s Volunteers .
Belov, General M. Chief of Staff for Soviet p gWIHP Bulletins 3 (Fall 1993) and 5

First Air Army, Commander of 64th FighterP€ng Dehuai, Commander of Chines :
Air Corps People’s Volunteers in Korea (Spring 1995) and authored CWIHP

Bulganin, N.A., Deputy Chairman of Coun-Qiao Guanhua, Director of the Press Bureal/orking Paper No. 8 on “Soviet Aims in
cil of Ministers, USSR PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs, member of Korea and the Origins of the Korean
Deng Hua, Commander of the 13th Arm)phinese delegation at armistice negotiationd/ar, 1945-1950: New Evidence from
Corps of the People’s Liberation Army, inRazuvaev, V.N., USSR Ambassador tRussian Archives.”

June 1951 became Acting CPV command&PRK following Shtykov’s dismissal in De-

and Political Commissar cember 1950

Fedorenko, N.T., diplomat and interpreter dgidgway, Gen. Matthew, April 1951 ap-

the Soviet embassy in Beijing pointed Commander of U.S. Eighth Army in
Filippov, pseudonym used by Stalin for ciKorea _

phered telegrams Roshchin, N.V., Soviet Ambassador to the
Fyn Si, pseudonym used by Stalin for cif€0PIe’s Republic of China

phered telegrams Shabshin, A.l., former Soviet Vice-Consul
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CHINA’S ROAD the party’s foreign behavior, and the leverWhile it is apparent that these sources have
continued from page 41 age of historical-cultural factors (such as thereated new opportunities for fresh studies,
L Chinese emphasis of the moral aspect dfis also clear that they were released on a
The. reexamination of th? Korean CaS€hina’s external relations, Chinese ethnoselective basis and, sometimes, for purposes
led me into a broader.questlon CONCEMINGantrism, and Chinese universalism) upoather than a desire to have the truth known.
the proper urjderstgndmg_ not only of ComIVIao and the CCP leadership. Only with éndeed, unless scholars, both Chinese and
munist China’s foreign pol!cy butalso, pTOb,“better understanding of the logic and dyron-Chinese, are offered free and equal ac-
ably, that of any sovereign country: is it,,mies of the CCP's outlook is it possible taess to the original historical documenta-
appropriate to comprehendthe_foragn Policksconstruct the interactions that led Chinton, there is always the possibility that a
behay|or 9f a cquntry,.espeually ?ng thal 4 the United States into a major confrorstudy might be misled by its incomplete
h","d hlstoryl,callywewed |tse!f as the M'ddletation in Koredf databases. Fully aware of this danger, | have
Kingdom,” as totally reactive and without ;v three_part study begins with anmade every effort to doublecheck my cita-
Its own consistent inner logic? Th_e asSUMPYna)ysis of Communist China as an emergions as much as possible (such as checking
tIOﬂS. underly!ng’most of the_eX|st|ng SChOITng revolutionary power. Focusing on thelocuments with information from interviews,
arship on China’s entra}nce into Fh,e KoreaBre-1949 period, | first discuss the domestiand vice versa, and comparing Chinese ma-
War, though seemingly critical ofg,, caq of the CCP's foreign policy, therials with non-Chinese ones). Wherever
V\(a;hmgton S man_agement of th.e KoreaBarty leadership’s perception of the outsideecessary, | pointed out what | consider to be
crisis, emerge ironically as American-ceng, . and China’s position in it, and Mao'sdubious sources in the notes.
tered in a methodological sense. Lacking & ra| role in the CCP's policy-making My study was also based on my four
real understanding of the logic, ,dynam'c%tructure. The second part explains how tiresearch trips to China respectively in 1987,
goals, and means of Communist China'g,ngict petween the CCP and the United991, 1992, and 1993. During these trips |
foreign policy, they treat B_eumg SManag€-giates escalated and the strategic coopessstablished and updated my research data-
ment of the Korean crisis simply as a passiyg,, petween Beijing and Moscow develbases, and interviewed those who were in-
reaction to the policy of the Unlte.d S_tatesoped in 1949 and the first half of 1950: Owolved in Beijing’s policy-making during
They thus imply that American policy is thene eve of the Korean War, Beijing andhe late 1940s and early 1950s, and those
source of all virtues as well as evils in thyashington had perceived each other aswho have access to classified CCP docu-
worId—l_f something went wrong S‘Ome'dangerous enemy, and the stage for Sinments (because of the political sensitivity
where, it must have been the result of & qrican confrontation had been set. Thiawolved in the issues under discussion, un-
m|sta!<e comm|tt§d by F_he L'Jnlted State.s. ird part examines Beijing’s managemeniess authorized by the interviewees, | do not
was time to rethink Beijing’s entrance intOyt 1o K orean crisis from late June to mididentify their names, but I restrict myself to
the Korean War._ , October 1950, focusing on how the decisioansing unidentified interviews only when
My study,phma S Rc_)ad to the. Korean i, enter the war was made and how it withabsolutely necessary). | have not been able
War:T_he Making of the Slno—Amenca_n CoNgto0d both internal and external tests. Ente get close to Beijing’'s CCP Central Ar-
frontation (New York: Columbia Univer-- p,-izing that Beijing’s decision to enter thehives (which, by the way, is located in the
sity Press, 1,994)' retraces Chln_a S pa}th ar was based on the belief that the outconuity’s remote western suburb). But by a
involvementin the Korean War with insightyt yhe korean crisis was closely related teombination of effort and good luck, | gained
gal_ned from recently relgas?d Ch'”?se M%e new China’s vital domestic and internaaccess to some important classified docu-
terials. It argues that Ch|r_1a S entry into they interests, | argue that there was littlenents (including correspondences and tele-
Korean War was _determlned by Concernﬁossibility that China’s entrance into thegrams of Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, and
much more complicated than S""fegu"’“d'nﬁorean War could have been averted.  other CCP leaders, and a few minutes of
the Chln.eS(,a—KoreTa_n border. To compre- A h5te on the Chinese sources used [@CP leaders’ decision-making conferences)
hend (;hma S dgmsmn to enter the Yvar, OMfRis study is appropriate here. Since the mider the 1948-1950 period. To balance the
must first etxa!”mne the_ CQP leaders PErceR9gos, thanks to China’s reform and opemeed to protect my sources with the general
tion of China’s security interests and theif, ;1 jicies, many fresh and meaningfupractice of Western scholarship, | cite them
judgment of to what extent and in whichy, e rjals concerning China’s entry into thén my book by pointing out their forms
ways such mterests_ _had bgen Ch"’_‘"eng%rean War have been released, which offételegram, correspondence, or minute), dates,
during the Korean crisis. This examinatioy,q agis for this study. These new sourcesd where their originals are maintained (the
requires an extended analysis of a variety gl .y, je personal memoirs by those who wer@hinese Central Archives or Chinese Mili-
basic factors shaping the CCP leadershipig, q|yeq in Beijing’s intervention in Ko- tary Archives). | believe that this is the best
understanding of China’s external .relat|on§.ea,7 scholarly articles and monographs byne can do in the current circumstances. Itis
Amon_g these factors, th‘:f most Importantyinese researchers with archival acce8semy hope that China, my motherland, will
ones include CCP qudefs perception of tetficial academic publications using classifollow the internationally accepted practice
outside world and China’s position init, th&;e 4 4ocument8, openly or internally pub- of declassifying historical documents on a
nature and goals of the Chinese Commuryﬁghed collections of CCP Centrallegal basis, so that all researchers, including
fe"o"f“on and their impact on t_he CCE Tommittee’s and regional bureaus’ documyself, will soon be able to get free access to
security strategy and foreign policy, the ingent510 and the internally and openly pubthem.
fluence of the CCP’s domestic policies Ofkhad collections of Mao Zedong's papéts.
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1. Except for a few books written by journalists, sucl. In a series of recent studies, scholars in the U.S. haseries.

as Isidor F. Stone'she Hidden History of the Korean begun to use the new Chinese sources. Russell Spurt®. The most useful ones includonggong dangshi
War (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1952), thisEnter the Dragon: China’s Undeclared War against thgiaoxue cankao ziliagReference Materials for Teach-
approach dominated the study of the origins of the.S. in Korea(New York: Newmarket, 1988) was the ing CCP History, Beijing: National Defense University
Korean War in the 1950s and part of the 1960s. Seférst one in this regard. Allegedly supported by “infor-Press, 1986), vols. 18-19 (1945-1952Jonggong
e.g., Robert T. Oliveivhy War Came in Kore@lew  mation from extensive interviews,” this book appearghongyang wenjian xuar{fselected Documents of the
York: Fordham University Press, 1950); Philip E.largely based on hearsay and fiction-style imaginatiof©CP Central Committee, first edition, Beijing: CCP
Mosley, “Soviet Policy and the WaiJburnal of Inter-  Harrison Salisbury devotes a whole chapter to China8entral Academy Press, 1983-1987), 14 vols. Both
national Affairs6 (Spring 1952), 107-114; Alexander decision to enter the Korean War in his new bddle collections were published for “internal circulation”

L. George, “American Policy Making and the NorthNew Emperors: China in the Era of Mao and Dengonly. An open and generally enlarged version of the
Korean AggressionWorld Politics7:2 (January 1955), (Boston: Little, Brown, 1992), which is based on a fewsecond collection has been published in 1989-1992, but
209-232; and Tang TsoAmerica’s Failure in China, interviews and a haphazard reading of secondary Chi-few important documents are not included.
1941-1950(Chicago: University of Chicago Press,nese sources. Lacking corroborating documentardl. Mao Zedong junshi wenxuai®elected Military
1963), 555-556. In his classic study of the Korean Waspurces, this book contains many errors. The studies Wyorks of Mao Zedong, Beijing: Soldiers’ Press, 1981);
Korea: The Limited WalNew York: St. Martin’s Michael Hunt and Thomas Christensen represent tladJianguo yilai Mao Zedong wengéldlao Zedong's
Press, 1964), 18-20, David Rees continued to drawbest efforts to reinterpret China’s entrance into th#lanuscripts Since the Founding of the People’s Re-
picture reflecting a well-coordinated Communist ploKorean War with the support of new Chinese sourcepublic, Beijing: The Central Press of Historical Docu-
to start the war. For summaries of various scholarliunt, in “Beijing and the Korean Crisis, June 1950-Juneents, 1987, 1989), vol. 1, September 1949-December
interpretations of the origins of the Korean War baseti951,” Political Science Quarterlt07:3 (Fall 1992), 1950, and vol. 2, January 1951-December 1951. Both
on the assumption that the North Korean invasiod53-478, offers enlightening analyses of Beijing’'s maneollections are “for internal circulation” only. Also
obeyed Moscow’s grand strategic design, see Dennad@gement of the Korean Crisis and Mao’s direction of theseful are the openly publishédiao Zedong junshi
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BAJANOV So, Stalin finally took the decision toSouth
continued from page 54 initiate preparations for the war. At exactly

the withdrawal of American troops fromthe same time that the above mentioned China was involved in the process of
Korea, the 38th parallel lost its meaning; xchange of cables between Moscow anslorking out communist strategy in Korea in
a counterattack was no longer possible siné&/ongyang took place, Mao Zedong vv.ath'e late 19403. Basically Mao supported
Seoul postponed its plans for an overafresent in the Soviet capital. Stalin disKim’'s desire “to Ilberatg” the Soqth and
offensive against the North. cussed with Mao the Korean situation, bugven promised to help with troops if neces-

Finally Stalin ordered a new appraisaﬁccording to all available data the Soviesary. Mao, however, recorr!mended.not to
of the situation in Korea, sending, on 1 flictator never mentioned to the Chinesburry things up, to wait until the Chinese
September 1949, instructions to the Soviétuest his decision to launch an attack on tltwmpleted their revolutionary war.
embassy in Pyongyang to study the militarySouth aswellas hisinvitationtoKimIlSung  In the peginning of May 1949, North
political, and international aspects of a pod® come to Moscow. _ . Koreaq Polltb.uro member Kim Il had meet-
sible attack on the South. The embassy gave Kim Il Sung and h!s delegatlon spe_nings with Chlnesg !eaders. Mao_Zedong
anegative view on the matter (14 SeptembémeSt the Wh_ole pprrll 1950 in the Sovietexpressed the opinion that a war in Korea
1949), and on 24 September 1949, the cpdénion. The first issue on jthe_agenda waspuld startatany moment. Ifthe Wardrggged
CC Politburo rejected the appeal of the NortWays and methods of unification of Korean, the Japanese could mterfer.e, but this was
Koreans to start the war, concluding that thirough military mean®? Stalin gave his notareason for worry. Map pointed out: “If
North Korean army was not prepared foppproval to an invasion of the South andecessary, we can throw in foryqu Chlngse
such an attack militarily, that “little has beerPutlined his view on how the war had to beoldiers, all of us are black, Americans will
done to raise the South Korean masses to Bgpared. Unfortunately, memorandums afot see the difference.” Mao at the same
active struggle,” and that an unprovokegon.\/ersations between Stalin and Kim ir_uimewarned Kimnotto gdvancetothe South
attack by the North “would give the Ameri-April 1950 have not been found as yet in thi the near future. He cited the unfavorable
cans a pretext for all kinds of interferenc&ussian archives. However, from somsituation in the world and the preoccupation
into Korean affairs.? secondary sources (testimonies of peoptd Chinese communists with the civil war.

As can be seen from this Politburo docunvolved in the negotiations, reports of thélao Zedong recommended to postpone the
ment, Moscow no longer flatly rejected thd-oreign Ministry of the USSR) and fromwar until China was qnited under the leader-
idea of military reunification of Korea. In- €arlier and later statements and positions ship of the Communist parfy.
stead it called upon Pyongyang to get bettMOSICOW and Pyongyang, the following con- 'In the end of March 1950, Mao Zedong,
prepared for the operation. Evidentl;F'US'OHS can be drawn:. _ talking to the North Koreqn gmbgssador,
couraged by this shiftinthe Kremlin'smood, ~ 1- Stalin changed his mind on the Kostre;sed tha}t pegceful unification in Korea
the North Korean leadership increased pre&&an war because of: a) the victory of thevas impossible, it was necessary to employ
sure to win Soviet support for the war. On 1eommunists in China; b) the Soviet acquisimilitgry means. Mao said one should not be
January 1950, Kim Il Sung complained tdion of the atom bomb (first tested by Mosafraid of Americans because “they would
Soviet ambassador Shtykov: “I can’t slee ow in August 1949); c) the establishment afiot start a third world war over such a small
at night because | am thinking of the unificaNATO and general aggravation of Sovieterritory."2 . . .
tion of the whole country. If the cause... igelations with the West; and d) a perceived  After completion of Kim Il Sung’s April
postponed, then | may lose the confidence Weakening of \{Vashingtoq’_s p_osi'tions. and950visittothe USSRzofwhich.Maoseemed
the Korean people.” Kim Il Sung requeste@f its will to get involved militarily in Asia. to know nothing, Stalin authorized the So-
permission to make a new visit to the USSR Stalin was now more confident of theviet ambassador in Chinato tell the Chinese
to receive “orders and permission” fromCommunist bloc’s strength, less respectfueadership the following: “Korean com-

Stalin for the offensive. of American capabilities and less interestecades visited us recently. I'll inform you
in the reaction of Western public opinion teshortly about the results of our conversa-
3. Stalin blesses the invasion communist moves. tions.”3 Simultaneously Kim Il Sung re-

2. Stalin did not consult Mao in advancejuested a visit to Beijing to execute Stalin’s
After ambassador Shtykov informeddecause he wanted to work out the plans farstructions: to continue with the war plans
Moscow of this wave of demands bghe Korean war himself without Chineseonly if Chinese supported the idea. On the
Pyongyang, Stalin (on 30 January 195d£tgrfererjce an'd objectiqns and then preseewe of the visit Kim I Supg said'to the Soviet
replied (through diplomatic channels): *| e|J|ngW|thgfaﬂaccomphwhgn Maqwouldambagsador that he Q|d not !ntend to e}sk
understand the unhappiness of comrade Kilfve no choice butto agree with the invasicanything from the Chinese since “all his
Il Sung, but he must understand that suchaind assistit. While in Moscow Mao insistedequests had been met in Mosco.”
large matter regarding South Korea... réa'ntheliber'ation of Taiwan. Stalin was nega- Upo.n.hearing from Kim Il Sung about
quires thorough preparation. It has to bdve to the idea. Ityvould be hard for Stalirthe decision to attapk Sout_h Korea, M.ao
organized in such away that there will not bl convince Mao in Moscow to help therequested additional information from Stalin.
alarge risk. If he wants to talk to me on thi§oreans before the Chinese had complet&dn 14 May 1950 Stalin sent the following
issue, then I'll always be ready to receivdhe reunification of their own country. cable to Mao Zedong: “In the conversations

him and talk to him.... | am prepared to help with Korean comrades Filippov [Stalin’s
him in this matter.® 4. China’s position on “liberating” the alias] and his friends expressed the opinion
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that due to the changed international situamation about the imminent attack could leakant success,” that Kim Il Sung “should not
tion they agreed with the proposals by thto the South; and thatin July rain would slovieel embarrassed ... because of delays in
Koreans to set upon unification. The finathe advancement of troops. advancement and because of some local
decision of the issue must be made jointly by ~ While making final preparations for thedefeats... The biggest success of Korea is
Chinese and Korean comrades. If the Chivar, the North continued a propaganda canthat it has become the most popular country
nese comrades disagree, the decision mygtign, proposing initiatives on the peacefuh the world and has turned into the banner of
be postponed till a new discussidh.” unification of Korea. Initially the commu- the liberation movement in Asia against the
In talks with North Korean leaders Maonists wanted to strike at the Ongjin peninimperialist yoke.22 Kim Il Sung expressed

approved their analysis of the situation andula, but at the last moment the strategy waeep gratitude to Stalin for this letter, and for
stressed that he supported a speedy militachanged. It was believed that Seoul hatlatherly care and assistanc&”

solution of the Korean problem. He was surkearned about the attack and beefed up its But the outlook for the North Koreans
of its success. Mao did not exclude thdefenses inthe Ongjin direction. The Nortsoured following the successful U.S./UN
possibility of American interference. InKoreans now asked Moscow for permissiofanding at Inchon in mid-September. On

such an event, China would héfp. to attack along the whole front. September 27, the Soviet Politburo, frus-
Unfortunately the final period (May- trated by problems at the front, approved a
5. Preparations for the war June 1950) before the attack is not welktter to Ambassador Shtykov which con-

documented, and additional research in thained devastating criticism of the North
Even before Kim Il Sung received, inarchives is required to get a clearer and mokeorean military leadership and Soviet mili-
January 1950, the first hints from the Kremeetailed picture of the final preparations byary advisers. The letter explained in detail

lin that Stalin had become more favorablghe communist side for the war. what to do and how to do it in the course of
disposed to a war in Korea, Pyongyang had the fighting. With the situation getting more
embarked upon a concerted effort to u. The initial stage of the war and more complicated for the North Kore-
grade its military potential. Stalinresponded ans, Stalin, after persistent requests from
positively. After Kim’'s talks in Moscow in Throughout the initial stage of the Ko-both Kim Il Sung and Moscow’s representa-
April 1950 the war was energetically pretean War Stalin was clearly in charge: hisives in Korea, consented to station air force
pared by the two sides jointly. word was final on the date of the invasion, henits in the North. Meanwhile, the situation

On June 1949 a special protocol watld the Koreans how to fight and he keptor the communists was becoming desper-
signed between the USSR and the Peopléisstructing the Sino-Korean command on itate24
Democratic Republic of Korea (North Ko-every move. As for the mood of both Stalin ~ The North Korean leadership forwarded
rea) on military-technical assistance. Mosand Kim Il Sung, it was quickly changing foron September 30 a letter to Stalin literally
cow agreed to supply its ally with largethe worse as the adversary hit back hardbegging for direct military assistance by the

numbers of air force planes, tanks, cannonand harder. Soviet Union or “volunteer units of China
landing ships, machine-guns, engineering Already on 1 July 1950, Stalin seemeénd other countries of people’s democ-
equipment, eté’ to be worried about a halt in the advanceacy.”?> Realizing that the situation was

At the end of 1949 Kim Il Sung againment of North Korean troops and the impaalesperate, Moscow responded in the follow-
addressed himself to Moscow a reguest faf American air raids on North Korean terriing ways: 1) giving constant advice to North
large guantities of armaments and ammuniery 20 Soviet Ambassador Shtykov admitKoreans on tactical matters; 2) withdrawing
tions necessary for the creation of new fed that American air raids had worsened tHgoviet representatives from Korea; 3) pre-
round units and enlargement of the fl&&t. political mood in the North. Doubts regardparing plans for the evacuation of the
In March 1950, Kim Il Sung asked to use thing final victory surfaced and some officialsPyongyang regime and its troops out of the
Soviet credit allocated for 1951 in 1950 anthegan to hint that it was difficult for country;4)training troops fora comeback to
to acquire additional quantities of militaryPyongyang to rely purely on its own forcesorea in the future; 5) pressuring the Chi-
hardware; these requests were met. in the war with Americ&! Meeting withthe nese to enter the conflict.

In April 1950, leaders of the guerillaSoviet ambassador on July 3, Kim Il Sung
movementin the South arrived in Pyongyangonfirmed the seriousness of the situation oh China’s role in the war’s initial stage
to work out a program of action for beforehe front due to American bombing. He
and after the invasion. On 12 May 1950yanted Soviet advice on how to reorganize  As was mentioned earlier in this paper,
Kim Il Sung informed the Soviet ambassathe command of the military actions, andChina supported an attack on the South.
dor that his General Staff had already starteadso hoped for new supplies of weapons. However, quite soon Beijing became dis-
to plan the operation. Pyongyang wantedto OnJuly 8, Kim Il Sung requested Sovietressed and offended by the fact that the
attack in June but was not sure that prepananilitary advisers in order to strengthen hiNorth Koreans did not consult with them
tions could be completed by that tiffeBy  army. Stalin agreed to provide some of thesnd did not pay heed to their advice. Mos-
the end of May, the armaments which haddvisers, but his main preoccupation was twow attempted to calm the emotions of the
been promised by Stalin arrived and the plagive moral support to Pyongyang. In arChinese.
of the invasion was ready. Kim Il SungAugust 28 cable to Kim, he emphasized the On 2 July 1950, Zhou Enlai in a conver-
insisted on an attack in June, not in July gact that “the great liberation struggle of thesation with Soviet Ambassador Roshchin
Soviet advisers preferred, arguing that inforKorean people ... was conducted with brilcomplained that the North Koreans had un-
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derestimated the probability of Americaragainst perfectly equipped foreign troopst take place now rather than a few years
military intervention, ignoring Mao not simply South Koreans. later, when Japanese militarism will be re-
Zedong's warnings back in May 1949 and  In general, Moscow and Beijing heldstored as an American ally, and when the
1950. Zhou passed on Mao’s advice to tha&milar views at that time on the strategy andnited States and Japan will possess a mili-
North Koreans to create a strong defendactics of the war, though with the landing ofary spring-board on the continent in the
line inthe area of Inchon, because AmericaAmericans at Inchon, the mood in Chindorm of Rhee’s Korea32 Stalin informed
troops could land there. The Chinese leadtarted to change. In a conversation witkim Il Sung about his attempts to persuade
ership feared landing operations by AmeriRoshchin on September 21, Zhou Enlai adkhe Chinese and called upon the North Kore-
cans in other parts of the Korean peninsulaitted that there were persons in China whans “to hold firm to every piece of their
as well. In this conversation Zhou Enlacomplained that the Korean war would dratand.” However, on 12 October 1950, the
confirmed that if the Americans crossed then and would require sacrifices on the part @oviet leader told Kim that the Chinese had
38th parallel, Chinese troops, disguised ashinese. It is also significant that China’sefused again and that Korea had to be evacu-
Korean, would engage the opponent. Thresuthorities leaked to the Soviets intelligencated. On the next day, however, Stalin had
Chinese armies, 120,000 men in total, haidformation, showing the Kremlin's policy better news: the Chinese, after long delib-
already been concentrated in the area of Korea in a bad light. Thus, at one poinérations and discussions, had agreed to ex-
Mukden. Zhou inquired if it would be Moscow was informed by Beijing that thetend military aid to North Korea. Moscow in
possible to cover these troops with the Sdritish consul in the Chinese capital ha@gxchange agreed to arm the Chinese troops
viet air force26 reached the conclusion that the USSR arahd to provide them with air covés.

By July 8, Stalin was already showingthe USA had colluded in Korea, trying, with  According to available sources, it was
a certain irritation with China. In a cable tahe help of the war there, to prevent Chinaot easy for Beijing to adopt that military
Ambassador Roshchin he ordered: “Telfrom capturing Taiwan, completing the civildecision. Two members of the Chinese

Mao Zedong that Koreans complain thaivar and becoming a strong povéér. leadership considered sympathetic to Mos-
there is no representative of Chinain Korea. cow, Gao Gang and Peng Dehuai, finally
They should quickly send arepresentative 8. Stalin pressures a reluctant China to managed to convince Mao to take their side.
if, of course, Mao Zedong feels it is necesenter the Korean war Their main argument was: if all of Korea
sary to have a communication link with was occupied by the Americans, it would
Korea.2? On 1 October 1950, Stalin came to thereate a mortal danger to the Chinese revo-

On July 13, Stalin approved the Chiconclusion that China had to come to thikition. Those who opposed participation, on
nese decision to deploy troops in the vicinrescue of the collapsing Kim regime. Onthahe other hand, complained about Soviet
ity of the Korean border and promised talay he sent an urgent message to Mao arefusal to participate in the conflict. Some
train Chinese pilots and to provide Chin&Zhou asking them “to move to the 38thkeven suggested that China should accept the
with military planes. In August-Septemberparallel at least 5-6 divisions in order to givémerican advance, even occupation by the
1950, on a humber of occasions, Mao pepur Korean comrades a chance to organitéSA of Manchuria—because in this case a
sonally expressed concern over the escalander the protection of your troops’ militarywar between Moscow and Washington would
tion of American military intervention in reserves to the North of the 38th parallel.break out and China could stay away from
Korea and reiterated the readiness of Beijingtalin added that Pyongyang was not irtrouble.
to send troops to the Korean Peninsula “tiormed of this reque$® It did not take Mao
mince” American divisions. Simultaneouslylong to respond to Stalin’s cable. Mao de9. Chinese “volunteers” enter the Korean
the Chinese leaders complained that thadined to fulfill his own promise under theWar, the communist camp is euphoric
North Korean military command had com-pretext that Chinese troops were not strong
mitted many mistakes and ignored Beijing’®nough and a clash between China and the After the entrance of Chinese “volun-
recommendations. Moreover, Pyongyand SA would ruin Beijing’s plans for peacefulteers” into the Korean war in late November
did not even inform China of developmentseconstruction and could drag the USSR intt950, the mood of Stalin and Kim Il Sung (as
on the frong8 a war with Washington. Instead, he sugwell as that of Mao Zedong, of course)

On September 20, Stalin in a cable tgested that the North Koreans accept defeditamatically changed for the better. With
Mao agreed that it was not normal andnd resort to guerrilla tactié. every new success of the Chinese on the
correctthatthe North Korean leadershipdid  The Soviets were stunned with this unbattlefield the desires and arrogance of Stalin
not properly inform their Chinese comradegxpected change in China’s position. Staliand his allies grew (though they did feel their
about the development of combat activitieeeminded the Chinese of their previous pronweak points and exchanged occasional com-
in Korea. Stalin, however, defended théses and urged them again to move into th@aints).

Koreans, explaining the aforementioned factonflict. The Soviet dictator tried to con-  On December 1, Stalin cabled Mao:

by the lack of proper communications andince Beijing that the Americans would not'Your successes make happy not only my-
noting that Moscow too had only receivediare to start a big war and would agree ons&lf and my comrades in the leadership, but
“sporadic and outdated” information fromsettlement on Korea favorable to the conthe entire Soviet people. Let me welcome
the front. Stalin reminded Mao that themunist camp. Under such a scenario Chirfeom all my heart you and your friends in the

(North) Korean People’'s Army was verywould also solve the Taiwan issue. He adddedadership, your army and the entire Chinese
young and inexperienced and it had to fighthat even if the USA provoked a big war, “lepeople in connection with tremendous suc-
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cesses in the struggle against Americamoticeable that Stalin tried to keep the USSRveen the USSR and the PRC reveals that
troops.84 On December 4, Soviet deputyas much as possible out of direct participahe fighting spirit of the communist side
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko, talking tion in the war—if he agreed to send Soviatontinued to deteriorate as that of the Ameri-
to the Chinese Ambassador Wang Jiaxiangdvisers, pilots and other military personnatans improved4 The situation got so bad
advised Beijing to continue its successfulo Korea once in a while, every time he didhat Stalin felt it necessary to criticize Mao
offensive by crossing the 38th parallel. Hso only after repeated pleas by Mao anibr wrong tactics employed in the whr.
stressed that the Chinese had to exploit tiém. Stalin did not always satisfy the re-
emerging opportunities to the full extentquests of his allies about supplies of armd-1. Communists seek an armistice
Both sides agreed that Americans were coments, but for objective reasons: they wanted
fused and had fallen into a very unfavorablmore than the USSR, still weak after WWII By June 1951 the situation at the front
situation, that disagreements had developeehd engaged in a global Cold War, coulbecame so hopeless for the communists that
between Washington and London. The Chprovide. they started to seek a way out. The question
nese ambassador quoted reports from the On January 28, Mao informed Stalinof an armistice was raised by the North
front that Americans were poor fightersthat the adversary had begun an unexpectédreans and Chinese. Stalin had no choice
much worse than the Japanede.” offensive and due to this the communidbut to agree. Maneuvers around the armi-
On December 7, Stalin and Mao agreettoops lost the opportunity to rest and tastice talks did not, however, prevent the
to go on with the fighting and present at thendergo a restructuring. Instead they had tmmmunists from looking for every oppor-
United Nations tough conditions for a ceasdaunch a counterattack. After achieving atunity to reinforce the army, to gain territory
fire. On8January 1951, in a cable announoperational success the Chinese side hopadd to strike at the opposite side. Atthe same
ing the further advance of Chinese troops$o resume preparation for the final assault dime the communists constantly worried
Stalin wrote: “From all my heart | congratu-the South$9 Stalin promptly agreed with theabout attacks by the opposite side. The
late Chinese comrades on the capture efrategy, stressing that “from the internaconditions presented by the communists for
Seoul. This is a great victory of populational point of view it is undoubtedly advis-an armistice were inflexible. Itis also worth
patriotic forces over forces of reactio?.” able that Inchon and Seoul are not capturembting that Stalin flatly refused to direct the
On January 16, Mao suggested to Kim Iy the adversary, that Chinese-Korean troogsmistice negotiations and quite rudely told
Sung to reinforce and to restructure joingive a serious rebuff to the advancing troopglao to do the job. Another prominent
forces in Korea (in order “not to repeabf the adversary4? feature of this period was constant bargain-
mistakes committed by the Korean troops In late January/early February 1951ing between Stalin and Mao about Soviet
from June to September 1950”). After &talin criticized the structure, organizationmilitary supplies and military advisers. Mao
certain rest, Mao proposed that a springnd quality of the Korean armed forceskept bombarding Stalin with new requests,
(April/May) offensive could start “with the suggesting substantial changes. His propoand the Kremlin chief continued to rebuff
purpose of achieving the final solution of thels were immediately accepted by the KoréMao, sometimes with visible irritation.
South Korean issue.” Mao did not excludans and supported by Beijing. By thattime In June 1951, Kim Il Sung and Gao
that the Americans, having learned abouhe first reports of the falling spirit of theGang went to Moscow, where they con-
serious preparations on the Chinese-Nortiorean troops reached Beijing and Mosvinced Stalin to agree to the necessity of an
Korean side, would cease resisting and leagewA1 That the situation for the communistarmistice-seeking policy. However, at the
the Korean peninsula. But even if Washingside continued to deteriorate is quite cleagame time the communists discussed mea-
ton continued to resist, it would soon realiz&éom a cable sent by Mao to Stalin on bkures to beef up their military capabilities
that resistance was futile and evacuate itdarch 1951, in which the Chinese leadeand to prepare for an offensive in Augéfst.
troops from Kore&’ admitted that a general offensive was ntm ensuing communications, tactics were
OnJanuary 19, Peng Dehuai reported tonger possible, that the adversary had sup&erked out on who would raise the issue of
Mao that Pyongyang accepted Mao’s plan afority in weapons and dominated the airthe armistice first and how it would be done.
a rest and thorough preparation for the finalnd that Sino-Korean troops were sustaininfjwas also decided to insist on restoration of
assault (though Pak Hon-Yong tried to hurrpeavy losses and urgently needed air covéire border line along the 38th parallel and on
things up). It was also agreed that the Northy Soviet air force units. Mao stressed that small neutral zone on both sides. Mao
Koreans could not advance alone; Chinegshe communist side must prepare for a longuggested to raise, for the sake of bargain-

participation was needéd. war and admitted that American troops wiling, the issue of Taiwan and then to drop it.
not be driven out of Korea for at least &imultaneously China requested from the
10. Euphoria disappears number of year4? USSR armaments for 60 divisions. Stalin

Stalin satisfied Mao’s requests, immegave the OK, though he rebuked the Chinese
By the end of January 1951, as docudiately noting that large-scale military op<or trying to get all the weapons during one
ments testify, the communists’ euphorigrations were in the offing for Sino-Korearyear, explaining that it was “physically im-
started to decline; soon it disappeared, réroops#3 In the following months Moscow possible and totally unthinkablé?”
placed by worries, fear, confusion, and giromptly and favorably responded to all  Preparing for the negotiations, Mao
times panic. Reading the documents, oraher requests of the Chinese, concernirgabled Stalin: “It is extremely important
also senses growing irritation among thérst of all airplanes and air defense. that you personally take charge of the nego-
ranks of the communist allies. It is also  Meanwhile, further correspondence betiations in order to prevent us from getting
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into an awkward positior#® Stalin re-

2. APRF, Fond 45, list 1, file 346, pp. 13-23, 46. 43. Ibid., p. 118.
jected the idea, saying: “In your cable you?: Shtykov report to Stalin, 2 May 1949, Archives of44. See, e.g., the coded message N 20412, June 1951,
proposed that we, from Moscow, shoul

oreign Policy, Russian Federation (AVP RF). Se#bid., file 339, pp. 4-6.

: i "o Iso Marshal Vasilevsky and Ambassador Shtykov'd5. Ibid., file 338, pp. 98-99.
direct the armistice talks. This is, of coursegable to Stalin on 20 April 1949, N 17064, APRF. ~ 46. Coded message N 3557, 13 June 1951, APRF, Fond
unthinkable and not necessary. It's yous. See, e.g, Stalin cable to Shtykov, 30 October 19445, list 1, file 337, pp. 31-32; see also file 339, pp. 61-

mrade Mao Zedong, who'll hav irect*PRF- 63.

co ade ao Zedong, bo a € tgd ec@. See APRF, Fond 45, list 1, file 346, pp. 13-23, 4647. Coded message N 635177, 24 June 1951, ibid., file
nego“a“ons_' We can at best give advice 06‘. See, e.g., memorandums of conversations of amb&s9, p. 78.
some questions. We are not able to be igador Shtykov with Kim Il Sung and Pak Hon-Yong, 1248. Coded message N 21334, 30 June 1951, APRF,
direct communication with Kim Il Sung. and 14 August 1949, and Charge’d'Affaires Tunkin's=ond 45, list 1, file 339, p. 92.
Youm have dir mmunication wi hcable to Moscow on 3 September 1949, AVP RF.  49. Coded message N 3917, 30 June 1951, ibid., pp. 95-
h'ou“49ust ave direct communication wit 7. See APRF, Fond 3, list 65, file 776, pp. 30-32.  96.

im. . . 8. See Shtykov cable to Stalin, 19 January 1950, AVP

To raise the stakes at the forthcomingrr.

negotiations the communists decided to b@ Stalin’s cable to Shtykov, 30 January 1950, AVP R

more active on the front, to put additionallo' See Shtykov cable to Stalin, 23 March 1950, AV
pressure on the adversary as well as tﬂ.SeeShtykovcabletoStalin,15May1949,AVPR

F Do S :
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tute for Contemporary International Prob-

improve their own defenses in case the othegble to Stalin by General Kovalev about a conver

Measures were also taken to upgradgb- 59-61.
o . 2.

the overall military potential of North Ko- 15

rea, making it ready for a prolonged war4s, Jist 1, file 331, pp. 59-61.

Stalin satisfied the requests of his allies a%?#. Shtykov cable to Stalin, 12 May 1950.

mugh as he was gble, exceptforthg adwserg; list 1., file 331, p. 55,

Periodically Stalin lashed at the Chinese fOEG. See Ambassador Roshchin’s cable to Moscow,

extravagant requests for weapons and Umtay 1950, AVP RF.

willingness to share them with the Northl17. APRF, Fund 6, list 9, file 14, p 57.
18. Shtykov cable to Stalin, 1 January 1950, AVP H

S
side would try to gain a military advantage fion with Mao Zedong, APRF, Fond 45, list 1, file 331
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SHTYKOV the Soviet Army in the north. The Soviet
continued from page 69 leaders in the north, through Kim Il Sung,
umes remain: Vol. 1, 149 pages (from Septried to persuade or even threaten leftist
5-Nov. 16, 1946); Vol. 2, 141 pages (fronfeaders in the south, who were against the
Dec. 1, 1946-Feb. 5, 1947); Vol. 3, 193nerger, into accepting Pak Hon-yong’s line
pages (from July 7-Aug. 29, 1947); Vol. 4and the merger. For instance, when Kang
72 pages (from July 26-Sept. 6, 1948). Théin, a leftist leader in the south who was
periods of Aug. 1945-Sept. 1946, Feb.-Julggainst the merger, visited North Korea, Kim
1947, Sept. 1947-July 1948, and Sept. 194BSung, apparently under the direction of
to 1951 have been lost. Shtykov, met with Kang and reported the
In the diaries, of course, Shtykov wroteletails of the meeting to Shtykov on 22
much about strictly military affairs. How- October 19460
ever, the majority of the diaries were de-
voted to the political and economic situation
in Korea after the liberation from Japanese
occupation in August 1945. The first vol-
ume deals with the September 1946 General
Strike, the October 1946 Uprising, and the
merger of the three leftist parties in the
south; volume two covers the election for
the People’s committees of provinces, cit-
ies, and counties, and the Assemblies of the

I met with Kang Jin. | told him
that he had to take full responsibility
for the failure of the merger. 1 also
told him, “Although | don’t know
whether you are a running-dog of
American Imperialism, you are help-
ing Americans enormously. ... Com-
rade Pak Hon-yong’s decision is not
only his but also 400,000 North Ko-

As regard to the strike, | in-
structed as follows:

Continue the struggle until the
demands of various economic
claims, wage increase for workers,
the release of the leftist leaders
from prison, the cancellation of the
warrant of arrests of Communist
leaders, and revived publication of
banned leftist newspapers are met.

Stop the strike when the de-
mands are met.

Declare that [the strikers] will
continue to talk with the American
Occupation Government on the is-
sue of transition of power to
People’s Committee [in the south].

Demand thatthe American Oc-
cupation Government not oppress
the organizers and supporters of
the strike.

rean Party members'. ... You have to
admit that you made a mistake if you
truly want to be a real revolutionary

which you have not been.”

Probably the most striking evidence of
intervention was that Shtykov funneled 2
million yen to support the General Strike
and later 3 million yen for the October Riét.

Committees in North Korea; the third vol-
ume includes the Second Soviet-American
Joint Commission, when Shtykov himself
was the head of the Soviet Delegation; and

finally volume four covers the cabinet for- There are some problems in analyzing

lic of Korea (North Korea). ordered General Romanenko, the Director fiaries is so fragmentary that it is nearly
Mostimportant, thediariesvividlyshowthe Soviet Military Administration in the impossible for us to understand completely
thatthe Soviet Stationary/Occupation Armyj°"th: t0 telegraph Pak Hon-yong as followshow certain situations evolved. They also
intervened deeply in and exerted an enor-cngratulations onthe hard-earned but sugontain many abbreviations which can be
mous influence on not only North Korearc€Ssful mergert Even after the merger, understood only by the author himself and
but also South Korean politiés. Shtykov and the Soviet leaders closelyrammatical errors which are open to a vari-
The merger of the three leftist partie vorked with Pak and eyenzsupported hirgty of interpretations. Above all, Shtykov
and the September General Strike/Octob pancially from time to time , wrote as if he were giving orders to Korean
Uprising in the south are the two most |t Nas been awidely accepted view thakfiist leaders: according to the diaries, the
conspicuous examples of the Soviet inteij—he September General Strike and the OCtRprean leaders were simply automatons.
vention? In the case of the merger of the®e" Taegu Riot (or Uprising) in the south hagtherefore we mustinterpret historical events
parties, the Soviet Army played the role opothing to do with the Soviets. However, thgery carefully, comparing information from
moderator and leader in the process. Intep)'ykov Diaries shed new lighton this issuéhe diaries and that from other sources.
estingly, despite the efforts by Shtykov anE[he strike and the riot broke out to a certain  gill, the Shtykov diaries are undoubt-
the Soviet Army to make Kim Il Sung theextentsp.)on.taneously under KCP Ieadershlgd|y among the most important documents
representative of the will of the Soviets, th&!! the incidents themselves provoked thg, emerge on Soviet policy toward Korea
South Korean leftist leaders preferred tf't€rvention of Soviet leaders in the northfrom 1945 to 1951 and the emergence of the
deal with the Soviets directly rather tharp" (€ Other hand, Communistleaders in theold War in East Asia. From the diaries, it
with Kim Il Sung. This demonstrates thapOUth had to consult with the Soviets whefg evident that Shtykov and the Soviet Army
the leftist leaders in the south did not yet{‘e General Strike transformed into anarmeg North Korea played a major role in the
approve Kim’s leadership. Inthe process df°L: N their wholehearted support for thejecision-making: Soviet policies in Korea
the merger, the Soviet Army consistentif" € @nd riot, Shtykov and the Soviet leadyere planned at Shtykov's desk and ap-
supported Pak Hon-yong, head of the Kces did not refrain from giving advice: proved by the higher ranking Soviet army
rean Communist Party (KCP). The reasoria KOV gave specific instructions to CoMieaders and later by Moscow. After he
were, first of all, that Pak controlled thegMunistleadersin the south, and these leadgggeived approval from Moscow, the diaries
biggest leftist party in the south: and secon{f,ften as_ked for the instructions of the Soviedyggest, Shtykov and his lieutenants care-
that Pak’s transition of policy from coopera-e""der,S in the nort? For example, Shtykov fylly choreographed and directed the politi-
tion to confrontation with the U.S. Occupa V/Ot€ In his diary on 28 September 1946: cal drama of North Korean (and sometimes

tion Government was consistent with that of South Korean) politics. Although not all of
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them were puppets of the Soviet Army, it is
evident that North Korean Communist leaff

ers like Kim Il Sung were under the tutelag

of the Soviet Army. Even though the Sovif DMITRII VOLKOGNOV
Army leaders tried to make their rule log (1928-1995)

like an indirect one, their intervention wa

always direct and full-scale. In other wordg General Dmitrii Volkogonov, apromi-  Inlate 1991, Volkogonov was appoinfed
the Shtykov diaries show that the Sovgtnent Russian military historian, died othead of a special parliamentary commisgion
Army in North Korea was a de factq Occq- cancer on 6 December 1995 at age 6% oversee the handling of archives fromfghe
pation Army,_ not merely a “Stationarfl volkogonov spent much of his career as Soviet period. In that capacity, he helfled
Army.” In addition, we now know from thdl - high-ranking political officer in the Soviet secure the release of many valuable dcu-
diaries that the Soviets were more deefllyarmy, and for several years was director afents, including items from the Presiderfial
involved in politics and social unrest in tf the prestigious Institute of Military His- Archive, the collection of highly-sensitife
south than we had known previously; leftit tory. More recently, he served as a militarynaterials kept under the personal contrd of
parties in the north and south were strondllyadviser to Russian President Boris YeltsirSoviet and then Russian leaders. Eved so,
dependent upon the Soviets in the north adand as co-chair of the joint U.S.-Russianritics of Volkogonov frequently chargfld
ultimately, Moscow. commission on prisoners of war. Everhat he exploited his privileged access tdfthe
1. Lebedev. “S soznaniem ispolnennoao dolga.” r]while he performed these functions, harchives and held back from circulation ghe
Osvobodzhdenie KORWOSCO\?\,‘ 1976)%9_ 9% cont?nuedl to work on Ie_ngthy bqoks aboumosF significant or sensational dpcum ts
2. Zhdanov was the First Secretary of the party comrffit-Soviet history. Beginning in 1989, for his own use. After alengthy article alghg
tee of Leningrad. Shtykov had absolute loyalty o VVolkogonov published richly documentedthese lines appeared in the newspdper
éﬂ%ﬂ%"éxg‘r’;‘s:egE?:gg‘épd;?efogvgfhAi:ggztthli?] : biographical studies of Josif Stalfirfumf  Izvestiyain July 1994, Volkogonov senffa
diary. Diaries, 31 August, 1, 3 September 1948. | tragediya: Politicheskii portret I.V. letter to the editor asserting that he gad
3. When the Communist regime was establishecffinStaling 4 vols. [Moscow: Novosti, 1989], enjoyed no special access for his Stalinfand
North Korea, Stalinimmediately appointed Shtykovip English ed.Stalin: Triumph and Tragedy Trotsky biographies, and that virtually fll
ihis Imporiant post. Interestingly enough, Sh/koy & trans. and ed. Harold Shukman [New Yorkthe documents he used for his Lenin blok
However, he could not refuse Molotovysurgemp requ t'Fre_e.Pressz_1991]); Leon TrotsRydtskii: were “acce§sible to everyone.” Partly & a
along with promise to send Shtykov to a center fpr Politicheskii portref 2 vols. [Moscow: result of this controversy, the translat@’s
medical treatment and provide him with competdht Novosti,1992]); and Vladimir Lenin preface to the English edition of the Lefin
aides. Sediaries, 2 December 1948. (Lenin: Politicheskii portret2 vols. [Mos-  biography was modified to include a pledge
4.Sovetskaia V ia Entsiklopedli¢oscow, 1980), ‘ : ; = o L
544oves elavoennaia Entsiklopedioscow " cow: Novosti, 1994], English ed.enin: A that all documents cited in the book, inclgd-
5. Ibid. New Biography trans. and ed. Harolding those from the Presidential Archige,
6. His memoirs stopped at the years of his childnhofld.Shukman [New York: Free Press, 1994)would be made available to all researctjrs.

Interview in 1995 with Viktor Terentevich Shtykol}  ghortly before his death, he completed a  Unfortunately, the access envisage} in
General Shtykov's son, in St.Petersburg.

7. For example, Kravtsov, a special aide to Shtykfly, SUrvey of the whole Soviet. perio&ém’ that pledge has not yet materialized. Fus-
recollected that he had burned in the 1950s all of fisPortretov (Seven Portraits)[Moscow: sian and foreign scholars who worked infhe
documents, including reports he had written. Novosti, 1995]), which only recently ap-Russian archives in 1995 (including mysjlf)

8. For convenience’s sake, | use North Korea and Squt! i i il
' ; eared in Russia. were summarily turned down when tHe
Korea although there were only tthe jureU.S. Occu- rb y y

pation Government in the south and de facto Soffet  Having been an orthodox Communistequested access to documents adducgd in

Occupation Government in the north from 1945- 194B. for most of his life, Volkogonov in the the Lenin book. Whether because of burau-

9. The 3 November 1946 election in North Korea wiks 1990s shifted toward a strongly anti-Comeratic inertia or some other motive, mosjj of

another example. - I munist position. As recently as when héhe senior archival officials in Moscow dfs-

10. Kim Il Sung'’s Report to Shtykov on Kim’'s meeti . . . . .

with Kang Jin. Diaries, 22 October 1946. wrote his books on Stalin and Trotsky, h@layed no interest in gathering and maling

11. Diaries, 2 December 1946. had glorified Lenin. But by the time heavailable the items that Volkogonov cit§d.

12.Diaries, 6, 7, 11, 12, 25, 27 December 1946 completed his study of Lenin in 1994,0One hopes that with Volkogonov’s deatl, a

13. Diaries, 28 September, 7, 8, 22 December 194Q /o] 0gonov had concluded thatthe founderenewed effort will be made to releaseffor

14. Atthat time one seom of rice (a big sack of rice) cj§st . . B

15 yen in the north and 150 yen in the south). of Bolshevism was in fact a “savage, cruebpen research the many documents hejem-
uncompromising, remorseless, and veng@loyed to such good effect. That would e a

Hyun-su Jeon is a doctoral candidate at teful” figure. Volkogonov said he had foundfitting tribute to a courageous historian.

Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian Acagi-it “painful” to “shed [his] illusions™ about

emy of Sciences; this article was edited 3 dhe Soviet regime, but shed them he did. —Mark Kramer

translated by Gyoo-hyoung Kahng, a felldgy His final books provide overwhelming sup- Russian Research Center

of the Contemporary History Institute, Ohfp Port for his ideological change of heart. Harvard University

University. A longer version of this articl
appeared in the Fall 1995 issue of the
rean-langauge publicatioryoksa biyong
[Critique of History].
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STALIN, MAO, KIM, AND CHINA'S DECISION TO ENTER THE KOREAN WAR,
SEPTEMBER 16-OCTOBER 15, 1950:
NEW EVIDENCE FROM THE RUSSIAN ARCHIVES

article and translations by Alexandre Y. Mansourov

At5:45a.m. on 15 September 1950, thecholarly and eyewitness accounts of theegotiations between Stalin and Zhou Enlai
5th Marine Brigade of the X Corps com-preparation, implementation, and strategion 10-11 October 1950, as well as the still-
manded by Maj. Gen. Edward M. Almondand military significance of Operationenigmatic October 1950 correspondence
began its unprecedented amphibious lan&hromite, as well as the subsequent probetween Beijing and Mosco®.
ing onto the beaches of Inch’on. There werecution of the war by the UN forces, includ-  But due to the unavoidable lack of hard
about 500 North Korean soldiers on Wolmiing the origins and aftermath of the reversabp-level archival evidence, these accounts
do, a tiny island protecting the entry into thef fortunes for the UN troops in Novembefrfell far short of being able to reconstruct in
Inch’on harbor, another 500 at Kimpo, and.950# In addition, in his 1960 studihina detail the attitudes and policy orientations of
about 1,500 within Inch’oR. They were Crosses the YallAllen S. Whiting persua- Stalin or other key Soviet leaders in Moscow
confronted with more than 70,000 troopsively showed how national security conand their representatives on the ground in
from the United States, Australia, Canadaerns, as well as domestic political and ecdcorea, nor the decision-making processes
New Zealand, France, Holland, and the UKomic considerations, may have led th&aking place inside the Kremlinimmediately
disembarking from more than 260 shipsPeople’s Republic of China (PRC) governafter the U.S. landing at Inch’on and leading
The surprise of the UN attack, and the prament to decide to enter the Korean War. Higp to the final Chinese decision a month later
ponderant firepower and manpower of thereliminary conclusions were supported alto intervene militarily in Korea. Moreover,
U.S.-led forces, destroyed pockets of thmost three decades later by Russell Sﬁurn;his literature suffered from the lack of pre-
dazed North Korean resistance within hoursvho focused his research on the psychologiiously classified Moscow-Pyongyang top-
By the next morning the 1st Marines hadal background of the Chinese leaders’ dedievel correspondence, and to rely primarily
been able to squeeze the remnants of tk®n to provide military assistance to an the officially authorized, at times propa-
Korean People’s Army (KPA) out of Inch’on friendly communist regime in Pyongyang. gandistic Chinese sources of the exchanges
and had started their rapid advance towards Then, a wave of memofgublishedin between the PRC and USSR leaders.
Kimp’o and Seoul. Operation Chromite washe PRC by former high-ranking Chinese  This absence of critical Soviet source
a complete success and later labelled as 6éficials, military leaders, and other insidersnaterials, consequently, gave birth to anum-
masterpiece of amphibious ingenui?y.l’n allowed scholars to reconstruct in great ddser of academic debates. First, many schol-
a little more than a week Seoul was recapail the relevant decision-making processear's disagree in their assessments of Soviet
tured by the UN forces. On 1 October 1950n Beijing and Northeast China regardingand Chinese intentions and motivations in
they crossed the 38th parallel, and begahe merits of Chinese military interventionNortheast Asia and the nature and param-
their rapid, sweeping advance northwardn Korea, including debates within the Polit-eters of their respective perceived national
The KPA surrendered Pyongyang on Octdsuro of the Chinese Communist Party (CCHinterests on the Korean peninsula at this
ber 19, and soon the first Republic of Koreand among PLA senior commanders. Thestage of the war. Second, an overarching
(ROK) and U.S. battalions approached thaorks also brought to light some differencedebate among historians involves a series of
Yalu River on the Chinese-North Korearn the individual positions of Chinese leadinterrelated questions about alliance com-
border. ers, including last-minute doubts, reversalsnitments between Moscow and Beijing—

However, U.S./UN Commander Dou-disagreements, and vacillations on the parthat commitments were made, why and
glas MacArthur's promise to “Bring the of those involved, and analyzed the corrdiow they were reached, whether they were
Boys Home by Christmas” never came truespondence between Mao Zedong and Zhduroken or honored, and how they affected
The Thanksgiving offensive proved still-Enlai and their military officials, as well asthe subsequent course of Sino-Soviet rela-
born, for it was a new enemy that the UNbther political, economic, military, and ad-tions (a good example of this is the claim
troops confronted in Korea from then on: 3@ninistrative events related to the war whicladvanced in some Chinese accounts that
divisions of the Chinese People’s Volunoccurredin Chinain August-October 1950. Stalin, in his 10-11 October 1950 meeting
teers (CPV)who entered North Koreainlate  However, what this literature still left to with Zhou, reneged on a prior commitment
October-early November, supported by alpeculation was the Soviet side of the storfor the USSR to provide air support for the
most twelve wings and air defense divisionSome of the books, especialyncertain CPVs). This debate includes controversies
ofthe Soviet Air Force operating from nearbyPartners(1993), by Sergei N. Goncharov,related to the personal roles of Stalin, Mao,
airfields in Northeast China. Recognizinglohn W. Lewis, and Xue Litai, and Williamand Kim Il Sung in manipulating one
new patterns in the enemy’s behavior, in hi¢/. Stueck’s recently-publishdthe Korean another’s decisions regarding the war, espe-
special communiqué to the UN dated 28Var: AnInternationalHistorﬁdiscussstra— cially the initial decision to initiate a large-
November 1950, MacArthur called it “antegic calculations which Stalin might havescale attack against the south in June 1950
entirely new war.” Indeed, it was. made at this crucial juncture of the Koreaand later over China’s intervention. Thereis

Inthe Western literature there are manWar, the course and outcome of crucialso a cloud of uncertainty over the role of
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Zhou Enlaias anintermediary between Stalinew evidence on the commonalities and difis exchange with Mao Zedong, Stalin held
and Mao in managing (mismanaging?) thé&erences in the Soviet and Chinese worldim Il Sung and his Korean generals re-
Sino-Soviet alliance, and the role of theviews, and their respective views on theponsible for failures at the battleground. In
Soviet ambassador to Pyongyang in thémits of the U.S. global power and likeli-turn, Zhou Enlai blamed Kim Il Sung for
initial stages of the war, T.F. Shtykov, as ahood of a U.S.-led escalation of the Koreawithholding military intelligence from the
intermediary between Stalin and Kim llconflict, as well as onthe varied significance€hinese and for ignoring Mao’s warnings,
Sung in the ill-fated handling of the USSR-of Korea, divided or unified, for the Sovietissued as early as mid-August, about the
DPRK alliance. versus Chinese national interests. Also, thdanger of a U.S. landing at Inch’on. Kim I
Shortly before the 40th anniversary ohewly declassified early October 1950 corSung, in turn, blamed his commanders for
the end of the Korean War, the Russiarespondence between Moscow and Beijinigsubordination, Stalin for lack of commit-
government released a new batch of prevéheds dramatic new light on intra-alliancenent, and his Soviet advisers for profes-
ously classified documents related to thbargaining between Stalin and Mao Zedongjonal ineptitude. Reading the newly de-
events on the Korean peninsula from 194@&garding the terms of China’s entry into thelassified Russian telegrams, it is hard not to
to 1953, including some correspondenckorean War, which is at variance with theonclude that these mutual recriminations
between Stalin and Kim Il Sung, Stalin andraditional Chinese and Western interpretaindermined palpably the mutual trustamong
Mao Zedong, internal correspondence beions thereof. In particular, these Russiathe leaders of these communist allies.
tween the Kremlin and various Soviet govdocuments raise questions about the reliabil- The ciphered telegrams also reveal the
ernment ministries involved in the prosecuity and even authenticity of Mao's telegramstmosphere of confusion and discord that
tion of the war in Korea, and ciphered teleef 2 and 14 October 1950 as they appear permeated relations between the Soviet and
grams between Soviet representatives wifficially authorized Chinese sources, an€hinese leaders and their respective repre-
North Korea (known officially as the Demo-subsequently in scholarly literature. Thegentatives and associates in Korearegarding
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, or DPRKlso reveal the depth of Stalin’s and Mao’the military-strategic significance of the
and their respective superiors in Moscowpersonal involvement and the complexity ofnch’on landing. Stalin considered the
Intotal, these new primary source materialgolicymaking processes in Moscow andnch’on landing a development of vital stra-
amount to well over a thousand pages ari8eijing regarding the prosecution of thedegic significance, fraught with grave impli-
come from the Archive of the President oKorean War, as well as how domestic politieations for the KPA [Document #3]. There-
the Russian Federation (APRF), the Archiveal considerations and bureaucratic politickre, in his ciphered telegram dated 18 Sep-
of Foreign Policy of the Russian Federatioin the USSR and PRC affected their respetember 1950, he directed that Gen. Vasiliev,
(AVPRF) at the Ministry of Foreign Af- tive policy outcomes concerning militarythe Chief Soviet Military Adviser to the
fairs, and from the Military Archive at the strategy and tactics. Finally, they reveal foKPA, and Ambassador T.F. Shtykov, the
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federathe first time a series of decisions by th&oviet envoy to the DPRK, tell Kim Il Sung
tion. Soviet leadership to reduce the Soviet press redeploy four KPA divisions from the
This article introduces and analyzes ance in Korea at that time, including thre&laktong River front to the vicinity of
selection of these newly declassified docucPSU Politburo conferences (on 27 and 3Beoull0 Also on September 18, he ordered
ments from the Russian Archives related t8eptember 1950 and 5 October 1950) whicBoviet Defense Minister Marshal A.M.
the period after the U.S.-UN troops’ landingconsidered the Chinese leadership’s préfasilevsky urgently to develop a plan for the
atInch’on on 16 September 1950, until midnounced reluctance to accommodate Stalin®oviet Air Force to provide air cover to
October 1950, when the PRC decided tprodding of Mao to send troops to rescue teyongyang, including the transfer of several
send its troops to Korea to save Kim IDPRK, leading to Stalin’'s 13 October 195®oviet Air Force fighter squadrons with
Sung'’s collapsing regime. The newly redecision to abandon North Korea and evacmaintenance crews, radar posts, and air de-
leased documents primarily from the APRFate Kim Il Sung and the remnants of the KPAense battalions from their bases in the Mari-
offer new information and insights into howto Northeast China and the Soviet Far Eagime Province of the Soviet Far East (includ-
Stalin and his political representatives ands well as his dramatic reversal less thdng the strategic port city of Vladivostok) to
military advisers in Korea; Kim Il Sung andtwenty-four hours later upon learning of thehe airfields around Pyongyang [Document
his close associates; and Mao Zedong, Zh@hinese final decision to fight. #1].
Enlai and their personal representatives in  The value of the ciphered telegrams lies  In contrast with Stalin’s judgment, nei-
Korea, viewed and assessed the strategitthe fact that they reveal the atmosphere tiier Shtykov nor Vasiliev seemed to grasp,
and military significance of the UN forces’ mutual finger-pointing which reigned in thelet alone forecast, the strategic importance
landing at Inch’on, recapture of Seoul, crosoffices of the Soviet, North Korean, andf the U.S. troops’s amphibious landing at
ing of the 38th parallel, and drive to theChinese decision-makers after the Inch’omch’on—as Stalin harshly admonished them
Yalu. These new archival materials providéanding. In the internal correspondence béa a withering message on September 27
researchers with a fascinating window intdween Stalin and the Soviet political andDocument #3]. They believed it was a bluff
the internal dynamics and politics of alli-military advisers in Korea, Stalin blamedaimed at distracting the attention of the KPA
ance relationships among the Soviet Uniorthem for all the KPA failures in the KoreanCommand from the main southeastern front.
PRC, and the DPRK from the aftermath o€ampaign, whereas in his corresponden&htykov even suggested that an author of an
the Inch’on landing until the Chinese crosswith Kim Il Sung Stalin blamed the KPA article inthe Soviet newspapg&navdaabout
ing of the Yalu River. They present startingcommanders for military defeats, while irthe Inch’on landing should be brought to
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trial for disinformation and panicking. Inhad not heard anything from théid.Zhou talions and regiments to the vicinity of
their correspondence with Stalin, theyomplained that the DPRK leaders had pelnch’on and Seoul—were flawed and fraught
doubted the need to redeploy KPA troopsistently ignored Mao Zedong's advice anevith the possible annihilation of these units
from the Naktong River front to the defens@redictions and, moreover, deprived th&ithout providing any solution to the prob-
of Seoul, instead favoring a strategy of exchinese Ambassador in Pyongyang, Nem as a whole. He stressed that only a
erting additional pressure on the southeasthiliang, of operational information aboutpullout of main forces from the southeastern
ern frontin order to throw the U.S. and ROKhe military situation, thereby preventingfront and creation of formidable lines of
troops defending the Pusan perimeter off them from informing his government prop-defense east and north of Seoul could halt
cliffs into the Sea of Japan in a final greagrly in atimely fashion. As aresult, Mao hadhe unfolding UN offensive around Seoul.
offensive. Consequently, they dragged theanly sketchy reports about the executionand Upon receiving Stalin’s message from
feet in executing Stalin’s order to withdrawconsequences of the Inch’on landing. Roshchin on September 21, Zhou expressed
four KPA divisions from the Southeast to  InresponsetoRoshchin’s question abogttisfaction that the Soviet assessment of the
the vicinity of Seoul. the appropriate course of action for the KPAnilitary situation in Korea after Inch’on
As the military situation around Seoulat this juncture, Zhou recommended wittmatched the Chinese one. He mentioned to
deteriorated due to the rapid advance of tleme reservations Zhou recommended th&pshchin that two days earlier, he had sent a
U.S. X Corps toward the ROK capital fromif the KPA had 100,000-men reserves in theable to Chinese Ambassador Ni Zhiliang in
the west, and their recapture of Kimp'o orvicinity of Seoul and Pyongyang, they could®’yongyang with recommendations similar
September 18, Stalin urgently dispatched tand must eliminate the enemy’s landingo those which he had given Roshchin and
Korea a special mission headed by Armforce at Inch’on. If, however, the KPASoviet military advisers earlier that day.
General Matvey Vasilievich Zakhardy,  lacked such reserves, then they had to witlkccording to Zhou, the same day, Ni had a
(known by the pseudonym Matveyev), thelraw their main forces from the Naktondong talk with Kim Il Sung, with Pak II'u and
Deputy Chief of General Staff of the SovieRiver front northward, leaving rear-guard$?ak Hon-Yong present, and, afterwards,
Army, carried Stalin’s order that Shtykovbehind to defend the frontline. On behalf oabled to Beijing Kim’s words that “the
and Vasiliev tell Kim Il Sung to halt the the PRC government, Zhou requested th&brean peOer were ready to fight a pro-
offensive along the Pusan perimeter, to athe Soviet government pass to the Chineseacted war.’ S
sume the defensive and pull out all his divileadership more accurate and up-to-date in- In the meantime, on September 22, the
sions from the Naktong River front andformation on the military situation in Korea,5th and 7th regiments of the 1st U.S. Ma-
redeploy them to defend Seoul in the nortlif it possessed it itself. rines Division approached Seoul from the
eastand east. Also, he pressed Vasilevskyto On September 20, Stalin sent a cipheretbrthwest and northeast, while the 32nd and
step up his efforts to provide the KPA withtelegram to Roshchin in Beijing for delivery17th regiments of the ROK 7th Division
air cover and set up an air defense systam Zhou Enlai, responding to the latter'sadvanced to Seoul from southeast, preparing
around Pyongyang (see Document #2). Fiequest for more information on the Koreaffor the final stage of Operation Chromite:
nally, Stalin directed his representative iisituation14 First of all, he stressed that poothe recapture of the capital. There was a
Beijing to solicit the Chinese leadership’communications between the DPRK andeneral feeling that Seoul was about to fall.
opinion on the Korean situation and what t®RC and lack of information in Beijing onOn September 23, the U.S.-UN-ROK forces
do about it. the military situation in Korea was “abnor-launched a frontal assault on Seoul; at the
On the night of September 18, Staliimmal.” In Stalin’s opinion, Kim Il Sung failed same time the Eighth Army’s general offen-
received a ciphered telegram from his Amto provide Mao Zedong with military intel- sive in the South, unleashed on September
bassador to the PRC, N.V. Roshcht. ligence because of difficulties in his ownl6, began to bear fruit, and the KPA fell
Roshchin informed Stalin of his meeting theommunications with his Frontline Com-apart at the Naktong River front.
same day with Zhou Enlai, with the Soviemand rather than his reluctance to share this Upon arrival in Korea, General
Military Advisers Gen. Kotov and Konnov kind of information. Stalin complained thatZakharov (Matveyev) sent his first ciphered
present. Zhou said that the Chinese leaddre himself received odd and belated reportslegram to Stalin on September 26 [Docu-
ship had no other information about the U.Sabout the frontline situation from his Am-ment #4]. He reported that the situation of
amphibious landing at Inch’on besides thdtassadorin Pyongyang (Shtykov). He askeéte People’'s Army troops on the western
reported in the Western newspapers and &@hou to bear in mind thatthe KPA was a ver{Seoul) and southeastern (Pusan) fronts was
the Pyongyang Radio. Zhou noted that, igoung and ill-experienced army with argrave; that the KPA's First and Second
general, the Chinese had very poor contaateiderdeveloped command and control sygwmies faced the certain prospect of being
with the North Korean government regardtem and weak cadres unable to analyze teacircled and completely destroyed by the
ing military matters. The Chinese werdrontline situation quickly and efficiently. enemy troops; and that the U.S. Air Force
aware of the North Korean demand for cadde blamed the U.S. intervention for thedlominated the air space without hinderance,
res but were absolutely in the dark about th€PA'’s debacle at Inch’on, emphasizing thatvreaking havoc both within the KPA and in
KPA's operational plans. They had athad the KPA fought only against Syngmathe rear areas. He noted that the KPA troops
tempted to dispatch a team of senior Chinegthee’s troops, “it would have cleaned uphad suffered heavy losses, mainly from the
military officers from the Northeast FrontierKorea from the reactionary forces long timenemy’s air force, having lost almost all its
Forces Command to Korea to observe theggo.” Stalin argued that the tactics used ltgnks and much of its artillery; and that they
military situation on the battleground, buthe KPA at that time—dispatching odd battacked munitions and fuel, the delivery of
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which was virtually halted. He stressed thaeported that the North Koreans had only jusharges, however, no personnel changes
the KPA's top-down command and controktarted to form six infantry divisions in theamong the Soviet political and military ad-
system was set up poorly, that wire andorthern part of Korea, and that Kim Il Sungisers were made in Korea at that time.
radio communications worked only inter-had issued a directive to take immediate Meanwhile, in Korea, on September 28
mittently because of the breakdowns insteps to withdraw manpower from Southkim Il Sung convened an emergency meet-
flicted by the enemy’s air raids and due td&orea in order to use it in the formation ofng of the Workers’ Party of Korea Central
the lack of qualified radio operators andiew divisions in North Korea and deny thiCommittee Political Council (WPK CC
radio station fuel, and that courier mail waspportunity to the South. PC).18 Everyone present agreed that the
almost nonexistent. Stalinwas furious. On September 27, hmilitary situation was critical and warranted
On September 25-26, Seoul becameonvened an emergency session of the Poléxtreme measures. First, in order to restore
“an inferno,”16 with the U.S. Marines ad- buro of the Central Committee of the All-the KPA Command Structure and improve
vancing into Seoul from the South, NorthJUnion Communist Party (bolshevik) [Docu-its efficiency and reliability, the Political
and West, and methodically destroying ovement #3]. This was the first in a series of CCouncil approved Kim’s proposal to com-
20,000 North Korean troops making a lastvKR(b) Politburo meetings which consid-bine the positions of the Supreme Com-
ditch stand. According to Zakharov’s ci-ered Soviet national interests in Korea anehander-in-Chief (SCINC) and Minister of
phered telegram [Document #4], on Sepeventually decided to minimize Soviet expoNational Defense in his hands and to set up
tember 25, at 19:00 hours, local time, Kim Isure on the peninsula. In its decision P#7& General Staff for the SCINC, i.e., the
Sung was finally persuaded to abandon hig3, the Politburo blamed the KPA's predicameasures recommended to Kim by Zakharov
dream of pushing the UN troops into the sement in the Seoul area and in the southeastand Shtykov at their meeting on September
in the south. He succumbed to his Soviet series of grave mistakes made by the KP2Z6. This was tantamount to establishing an
advisers’ urging and ordered that the Seo#rontline Command, the Commands of thentirely new command and control system
Group and the Second Army Group operatArmy Groups and army groupings in theover the KPA centered on Kim Il Sung. This
ing in the northern part of the southeasterguestions related to command and contrdecision was an obvious reflection of the
front assume the defensive and hold up thaver troops, and combat tactics. In particifact that by September 28, Kim had already
enemy by any means. The troops of thlar, Stalin and his associates in Moscow heldst contact with his Defense Minister, Ch'oe
Second Army Group operating in the cenresponsible the Soviet military advisers fol¥ong-gon, who was in charge of the defense
tral and southern parts of the southeastethese blunders. In their judgment, the Sovielf Seoull® Moreover, Kim and other top
front were ordered to begin a general retreatilitary advisers had failed to implementpolitical leaders in Pyongyang had lost all
northwestward. Butthe North Korean troopscrupulously and in a timely fashion Stalin’communication with their Front Line Com-
in the South no longer obeyed their comerder to withdraw four divisions from themand and the Auxiliary Command Posts,
manders; the KPA was rapidly disintegrateentral front to the Seoul area, and had digsich had been cut off from each other by
ing. In Zakharov's judgment, at that timeplayed, moreover, strategic illiteracy andValker's rapidly advancing EighthArn%:Q
the North’s top political and military leadersincompetence in intelligence matters. “Thefhat day, the U.S.-led UN forces enveloped
already had no idea about the predicamefdiled to grasp the strategic importance of theoth the First and Second Army Groups of
of the KPA troops, in particular on theenemy’s assault landing in Inch’on, deniethe KPA, broke up the KPA’'s command
southeastern front. the gravity of its implications... This blind- structure, and completely destroyed its com-
On September 26, the ROK 7th Divi-ness and lack of strategic experience led munications system. The KPA units at-
sion moving westward from Namsan disthe fact that they doubted the necessity ¢émpting to retreat to the north from the
trict, after having crossed the Han Riveriedeploying troops from the South towardNaktong River were pursued and destroyed.
joined hands with the U.S. 5th and 7ttSeoul. Atthe same time, they procrastinatdd Kim |l Sung’s own words, “because of
Marines. Although some North Koreanover the redeployment and slowed it dowpoor discipline and failure to fulfill orders,”
resistance, including suicide squads attackonsiderably, thereby losing a week to ththe KPA failed to pull out most of their
ing American tanks, continued fiercely unenemy’s enjoyment.” The Politburo statedroops stuck in the southt
til the afternoon of September 27, by anthat “the assistance provided by our military The WPK CC PC’s second decision
large the battle for Seoul was over as thadvisers to the Korean Command in suchlas to take urgent measures aimed to orga-
night fell. According to Zakharov's ci- paramount questions as communicationgjze defenses along the 38th parallel, ap-
phered telegram [Document #4], later thatommand and control over troops, organizgroving Kim’s plan to form immediately
night, Kim Il Sung received him; DPRK tion ofintelligence and combat is exceptionfifteen new divisions. At that time, six new
Foreign Minister Pak Hon-Yong andally weak.l/ In conclusion, the Politburo infantry divisions were already being cre-
Shtykov also attended. As a result of thdecided that after the fall of Seoul the KPA'&ted in South Pyongan and South Hwanghae,
conversation, Kim Il Sung decided to commain goal should be to withdraw all its troopsind South and North Hamgyong Provinces.
bine the duties of the Supreme Commandeie North Korea and defend its own homelandt the same time, Kim hoped to reconstitute
in-Chief and Defense Minister in his ownby all means. It attached a list of militarynine more infantry divisions from the rem-
hands, to set up a Staff Office for the Sumeasures which Chief Soviet Military Ad-nants of the KPA returning from the south-
preme Commander-in-Chief for commandiser Vasiliev was ordered to implement ireastern frong2
and control over troops, and to pay seriousrder to prevent the enemy from crossing the  Finally, in the course of a fierce debate,
attention to the work of the rear. Zakharod8th parallel. Despite the gravity of thehe Political Council concurred that after the



98 CoLb WAR INTERNATIONAL HisTORY PROJECTBULLETIN

fall of Seoul nothing would stop the UNpleading for help [Document #6]. Actually,could not be more explicit than that. Recog-
forces from crossing the 38th parallel; that ifhe letter was dated September 29. The naxizing that they could not survive on their
they did cross the parallel, the remainingay, Pak Hon-Yong personally delivered ibwn, they were crying out for help to Stalin,
KPA units would not be able to render anyo Shtykov with an emotional plea that “atheir “fatherly leader,” for, preferably, the
serious resistance, and, consequently, tiige moment of the enemy’s troops crossin§oviet cavalry to rescue the day, or, if not, to
war would be over in a very short period obf the 38th parallel, we will desperately neetiroker Mao’s consent to enter the war.
time, with the North Korean state beingground troops from the Soviet Union.” The In the meantime, on September 29,
eliminated by the aggressive American imletter arrived at the Eighth Department of th&eneral MacArthur restored the Govern-
perialists. Unanimously, the North KorearGeneral Staff of the Soviet Armed Forces oment of the Republic of Korea headed by
leadership agreed to ask both allies, th®eptember 30, at 23:30 p.m., by wire aSyngman Rhee in an emotional ceremony in
Soviet Union and the People’s Republic ofvery urgent,” was deciphered on October Ithe capital in Seoul. The last hope that the
China, for direct military assistance. Thet 0:35 a.m., typed up at 1:45 a.m., andar could be contained at th@atus qu@nte
Political Council thus discussed and apforwarded to Stalin to his dacha in the Southelliwas dashed when later that day the U.S.
proved two official letters [Document #6]at 2:50 a.m. The timing is important in thisloint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) approved
addressed to Stalin and Mao Zedong, begase because only after having received KiMacArthur's plan for the conquest of North
ging them to intervene directly and withoutl Sung’s plea for help did Stalin dispatch &orea, envisioning the Eighth Army ad-
delay to save the North Korean regime. cable to Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai owancing to Pyongyang and the Tenth Corps
Itis noteworthy that the next day, beforéctober 1, at 3:00 a.m., requesting Chinalseing withdrawn from the Inch’on-Seoul
dispatching the letter to Stalin, Kim soliciteddirect intervention in the Korean conflict. area for another amphibious landing at
Shtykov’s advice regarding its content and  In their letter, Kim and Pak informedWonsan. The same day, U.S. Secretary of
advisability. On the evening of Septembe®talin about the severe consequences for tbefense Gen. George C. Marshall sent an
29, following the mandate of the WPK CCKPA of the Inch’on landing. Although still encouraging message to MacArthur: “We
Politburo, Kim for the first time officially loathe to admit that Seoul had fallen, thewant you to feel unhampered strategically
raised to his Soviet military advisers théndicated that the enemy “had the real possind tactically to proceed north of the 38th
guestion of the UN forces’ crossing the 38thility of taking over Seoul.” They were Parallel.25
parallel. At his meeting with Shtykov andcertain that “with the complete occupation  On September 30, the Soviet Politburo
Zakharov [Document #5], with Pak Hon-of Seoul, the enemy would launch a furtheconferred again on the Korean situation, in
Yong present, he asked Shtykov whether tta#fensive into North Korea.” Kim and Pakparticular Zakharov's latest report on the
latter thought the enemy would dare to crossdmitted that “if the enemy were to takelire military situation [Document #4]. The
the 38th parallel. Once Shtykov replied theadvantage of the situation and step up idiscussion focused on the need to avoid a
he was not sure, Kim concurred by sayingffensive in North Korea, then we would balirect military confrontation between the
that “it was not clear to me either.” Kimunable to stop the enemy by our own forceslUSSR and the United States and the options
added, however, that “if the enemy did crosand the U.S. aggression would succeed sgiill available to salvage the situation in
the parallel, the People’s Army would not behe end.” Nonetheless, they emphasized thidbrea, including soliciting Chinese help and
able to form new troops and, therefore, woulthey were still determined to fight on, toopening a last-ditch diplomatic maneuver-
not be able to render any serious resistano®bilize new troops and to prepare “for ang at the United Nations. The Politburo
to the enemy forces.” Kim told Shtykov heprotracted war.” They argued that it was “idirected that the Foreign Ministry draft a
wanted his advice as to how they shoulthe USSR’s national interest to prevent theew ceasefire resolution to be submitted to
approach Stalin concerning their letter reb).S. advance into North Korea and the latterthe UN. Also, they decided to approve Kim
questing direct Soviet military assistanceransformation into a colony and militaryll Sung’s proposals to reorganize the KPA
But Shtykov dodged the question, obviouslgpringboard of U.S. imperialism.” high military command, form six new divi-
to ensure that the final decision to invite  Finally, they begged Stalin for a “spe-sions, and withdraw remaining North Ko-
Soviet troops to the defense of North Koeial kind of assistance,” admitting that “atrean troops from the South [Document #8].
rea—and subsequent responsibility, shoultie moment when the enemy troops begin #it the same time, the Politburo decided that
things go wrong—would rest with Kim Il cross the 38th parallel, we would despemarmaments, munition, and other materials
Sung and Pak Hon-Yong themselgsskim  ately need direct military assistance from thor the new divisions would be supplied to
and Pak were visibly dissatisfied and ups&oviet Union.” Afraid of their plea beingthe KPA between October 5 and 29.Fi-
but at the same time so “confused, lostgjected outright and fearful that Stalin helehally, the Politburo recommended that Kim
hopeless, and desperate,” and had so muchtegm personally responsible for the war'ask the Chinese to dispatch truck drivers to
stake at the moment, that they went ahealisastrous turn, Kim and Pak inserted a facé&orth Korea.
and asked Stalin for a total commitmentsaving proposition for Stalin, i.e., “if for any Itis worth noting that Stalin specifically
including Soviet ground troops, even with+eason, this [direct military assistance - AMmentioned in his instructions to Shtykov that
out Shtykov’'s blessiné’.4 proves to be impossible, please, assist ustimeir last recommendation should be passed
It was on October 1, at 2:50 a.m., thaining up international volunteers’ units into Kim Il Sung without any reference to
Stalin received ciphered telegram #1351 fror@hina and other countries of people’s deMoscow, as if it were coming from the
Shtykov, containing an official text of themocracies to be used in providing militarySoviet military advisers in the field. The
letter of Kim Il Sung and Pak Hon-Yongassistance to our struggle.” Kim and Pagrobable cause for such reticence may have
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been Stalin’s belief that the entire questioernment. Otherwise, all had to stay at thegenerals, implying that the role of the Soviet
of the Chinese entry into the war was spost, whatever it was. At the same time, thailitary advisers to Kim Il Sung and the
profound that: 1) he had to discuss it withroreign Ministry in Moscow insisted that it, KPA would be drastically curtailed, if not
Mao directly; and 2) he should not evemot Shtykov, should have the final say irabolished altogether.
raise it until it was clear that without Chi-each case of anticipatory repatriation. Sur- It is noteworthy that this is one of the
nese help the North Koreans would noprisingly, Stalin opted to defer both Shtykov'dirst instances in the Stalin-Mao correspon-
survive, and until the latter asked for irequestand Gromyko’s recommendation fatence where Stalin indicated to Mao his
explicitly. Also, Stalin may have wanted tothe time being. willingness to share control over events in
probe Mao’s intentions and promises and Later that same night, on September 3®orea. In exchange for shouldering so much
put them to a real test, albeit on the mindgtalin, who was vacationing at one of hisf the burden of defending of North Korea,
issue of truck drivers. Perhaps Stalin evediachas on the Black Sea, was informed abdstalin offered Mao a power-sharing arrange-
hoped to drag Mao into the war incrementhe content of Zhou Enlai’s official speech irment. Thus, this telegram was a harbinger of
tally: according to this scenario, the driver8eijing earlier that day, in which Zhou statedhe looming end of the unilateral Soviet
would be the first commitment of man-that “the Chinese people will not toleratecontrol over North Korea which had lasted
power by Mao to Korea, which would laterforeign aggression, nor will they supinelysince 1945. It also meant that from then on
lead to a chain of escalating commitmentdolerate seeing their neighbors being sakim Il Sung would have two masters to
The Politburo made these decisions anaigely invaded by the imperialists.” Stalirserve, as well as to play off against each
wired some of them to Pyongyang close tmay well have sensed that the Chinese migbther—one in Moscow and one in Beijing.
noon on September 30, i.e., before Stalibe ready for action. At the same time, Stalin felt compelled to
received another ciphered telegram #1340 On October 1, at 3:00 a.m., upon thehow some respect for Chinese sensitivities,
from Shtykov [Document #5], later that thereceipt of Kim Il Sung’s desperate plea fom particular, their yearning for national in-
same day (after 4:55 p.m.). Only then walelp, Stalin immediately dictated a telegrardependence and independent decision-mak-
Stalin officially informed by him that Seoul to Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai and had ihg; moreover, he was intent to avoid the
had fallen and Syngman Rhee was back imired to Beijing [Document #10]. In his possibly very awkward position of being the
the capital, promising to complete his driveelegram, first of all he placed all the blamenessenger of bad news, in case Mao turned
to the North and vanquish Stalin’s Northfor the KPA's collapse and disintegration ordown his request. Therefore, Stalin “mag-
Korean comrades; that Kim Il Sung wadNorth Korean military commanders who, imanimously” designated Mao to deliver his
afraid that the UN forces would not halthis opinion, had failed to carry out Kim Ilown response directly to Kim Il Sung, stress-
their advance northward at the 38th paralleBung’s orders for a strategic retreat of thimg that he did not intend to pre-judge the
and that the North Koreans would not benain forces from the South. He specificallfChinese comrades and tell Kim 1l Sung
able to resist the enemy’s offensive on thementioned to Mao that Moscow had foreabout their likely decision, nor would he
own. warned the North Korean political leaderdesire to do so in the future, because all the
Later in the evening of September 30ship about possibly devastating consequendasnors and gratitude should belong to Mao,
in line with the general disposition in Mos-of the U.S. landing at Inch’on as early asot Stalin.
cow toward limiting the Soviet presenceSeptember 16, but that the warning was dis- On the evening of October 1, Stalin
andrisks in Korea, Shtykov requested evacuegarded. However, he was careful to avo@pproved the text of a Soviet draft resolution
ation powers from Moscow [Stalin was in-blaming Kim Il Sung personally, therebyregarding the Korean Question thathad been
formed of this in a note from Deputy For-indicating to Mao that Kim was still the mandrafted at the Foreign Ministry’s first Far
eign Minister A. A. Gromyko dated Sep-to deal with in Pyongyang. Second, StaliEastern Department, approved by Gromyko,
tember 30—Document #9]. Shtykov askeéthformed Mao and Zhou that after their ruinand submitted for Stalin’s consideration.
for the right to send back to the USSR albus defeat in Seoul, the North Koreans nBor Stalin, it was a last pitch to the West to
Soviet specialists working at the North Kodonger had any troops capable of resistanaesolve the Korean crisis without major es-
rean enterprised/ as well as some redun-and that the road toward the 38th parall@alation28 At 9:15 p.m. (Moscow time), in
dant personnel of the Soviet organizationBom the south was wide open. FinallyBeijing Soviet Ambassador Roshchin deliv-
inthe DPRK. As the Soviet Ambassador t&talin requested that Mao, if possible, “imered the content of the draft resolution to
the DPRK responsible for the lives of hignediately dispatch at least five to six diviZhou Enlai. At 10:45 p.m. (Moscow time),
people and anticipating the inevitability ofsions toward the 38th parallel so that thehou Enlai met Roshchin again and in-
the U.S. occupation of North Korea, Shtykoorean comrades would have an opportdermed him that Mao agreed with its provi-
not unnaturally sought emergence authorityity to regroup and form combat reservesions. An hour later, after learning Mao’s
to order their evacuation. But Gromykaonorth of the 38th parallel under the protectioniew, Stalin immediately ordered it wired to
disagreed and advised a different procesf the Chinese troops.” Stalin suggestedhe Soviet Representative to the United Na-
dure: In order to show the Soviets’ continuapparently for the first time, that the Chinesgons at Lake Successd
ous faith and backing for Kim Il Sung’'stroops should be designated as “volunteer” It is well known that on October 2,
government, he recommended to Stalin th&brces. In order to entice Mao further, h&oviet Foreign Minister Vyshinsky presented
Shtykov be allowed to repatriate the Sovidhdicated that he was ready to share overdlie Soviet draft resolution to the Political
specialists only after a specific request cdfommand and control over the KPA and th€ommittee of the General Assembly, which
such a nature was made by the DPRK go®hinese volunteer forces with the Chinesstipulated an immediate ceasefire, with
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drawal of all foreign troops, and generaplained, after “thoroughly” considering theOctober 2 which was published in 1987 inan
elections in all Korea to be held under intematter, many of his comrades now advosfficial Chinese document compilation and
national supervision. However, at this stageated a more cautious course of actiomas since been relied upon for numerous
of the war, after a miraculous landing aConsequently, the PRC would refrain fronscholarly accounts; see the attached foot-
Inch’on and the recapture of Seoul when theending troops to Korea, at least for the timeote for further information'?‘P
KPA was in ruins, a ceasefire was out abeing. Mao attributed this reversal to three  Stalin, while undoubtedly sorely disap-
guestion and totally unacceptable to the Wegirincipal considerations. First, the Chinespointed, did not know whether Mao had
By now, the decision made in Washingtorarmy was poorly armed, ill-prepared, andjiven his final word or was simply for bar-
on mostly tactical grounds, to cross the 38thad “no confidence” it could defeat the modgaining for better terms for China’s partici-
parallel, after Inch’on had become an offiern American military, which could “force pation inthe war. During the day of October
cial United Nations operation. us into retreat.” Second, Chinese interverb, Stalin conferred with the members of the
While waiting for Mao’s reply, on Oc- tion in the conflict would “most likely” lead (VKP(b) CC) Politburo. Although the offi-
tober 2, Stalin received information that théo an open Sino-American war, which ircial agenda was designated as “the Question
North Korean frontier defenses had begun toirn could drag the USSR into the war due tof Comrade Shtykov,” the real issue under
crumble underincessant attacks from Rheeits commitments under the Sino-Soviet Alli-consideration was the nature of the Soviet
revenge-hungry troops, and the ROK forcesnce Treaty, “and the question would thusational security interest in Korea and how
had pushed north beyond the parallel on theecome extremely large.” Finally, afterto protect it on the ground. All Politburo
east coast road heading towards Kosong. idecades of civil war, Chinese entry into thenembers agreed that a direct Soviet-U.S.
sent an angry ciphered telegram to Matved€orean conflict to confront a powerful confrontation in Korea should be avoided at
in Pyongyang [Document #11], reiteratingAmerican adversary would provoke wide-all costs, even if the USSR had to abandon
his earlier directive to his chief military spread domestic resentment within the PRRorth Korea. In his memoirs, Khrushchev
representative in Korea to do his utmost toward the newly-established People’s Gowecalls that “When the threat [after Inch’on]
bring the remnants of the KPA mired in theernment, and wreck the leadership’s plan f@merged, Stalin became resigned to the idea
south back into the north, and to hold thpeaceful reconstruction. that North Korea would be annihilated, and
frontline along the 38th parallel. Therefore, Mao reluctantly concludedthat the Americans would reach our border.
In the meantime, in Beijing, the crisisit was necessary to “show patience now/[' remember quite well that in connection
was building on October 2: ignoring Zhou'sfocus on building military strength for awith the exchange of opinions on the Korean
warnings, ROK troops with U.S. backingpossible later conflict, and in the meantimguestion, Stalin said: ‘So what? Let the
had crossed the 38th parallel a day earliesiccept atemporary defeatin Korea while thenited States of America be our neighbors
Kim Il Sung was begging for direct military North Koreans “change the form of thdnthe Far East. They will come there, butwe
assistance; and, finally, Stalin was persorstruggle to partisan war.” Mao concludedghall not fight them now. We are not ready
ally urging Mao to intervene in Korea. Conhis message by noting that this decision was fight.” 31 The upshot of the Politburo
sequently, that day Mao convened the firgirovisional and awaited a final determinadiscussion was a decision to increase pres-
of a series of enlarged meetings of the Chiion by the Central Committee of the Chisure on Mao to extract an unequivocal com-
nese Communist Party Central Committeeese Communist Party; in the meantime, haitment from China to enter the war.
(CCP CC) Politburo in Beijing to formulatewas ready to send Zhou Enlai and Lin Biao  Thus, itappears that as a result of cumu-
the Chinese response. New documents fraim Stalin’s vacation home for direct consulfative discussions and a series of incremen-
the Russian Presidential Archive suggesations. Inconveying Mao’s telegram, whichal decisions dated September 27, Septem-
that at their first meeting the CCP CC Politwas dated October 2, an obviously shockdzer 30, and October 5, the Soviet Politburo
buro members discussed general reasoReshchin noted that this new position flathadopted a major policy shift in the Soviet
why the PRC should or should not enter theontradicted repeated assurances from Clgelicy toward Korea. The Soviet leadership
war in Korea and decided that the riskeese leaders that the People’s Liberaticappears to have decided to begin to limit
outweighed the benefits of China’s direcArmy was ready, indeed, in high “fightingSoviet military and political exposure in
military intervention at that time. Zhouspirit,” to aid the Koreans and to defeat th&orea, and at the same time permit a greater
Enlai and Lin Biao’s negative position pre-Americans. The Soviet envoy could onlyChinese role in the alliance decision-making
vailed, and Mao felt obliged to inform Stalinspeculate on the reasons for the turnaboutam Korea.
of the Chinese hesitations and lack of decihe Beijing leadership’s stand: the interna-  In this light, given the continuous dete-
sion. tional situation, the “worsening” predica-rioration of the military situation in Korea,
On October 3, the Soviet ambassador iment in Korea, and/or Anglo-American “in-as well as the Soviet leaders’ determination
Beijing, Roshchin, relayed Mao Zedong'drigues” through the intercession of Indiario see Chinese, not Soviet, troops fighting
negative response. [See Document #1Ffime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. (It isthere, the Politburo overruled the Foreign
Replying to Stalin’s October 1 entreaty tamportant to note that this account of Mao'#inistry’s objections and decided, as one of
enter the war, Mao acknowledged that th®ctober 2 communication to Stalin, inform-+he first steps aimed at curtailing the Soviet
Chinese leadership had “originally planneding him of Chinese refusal to enter the wapresence in Korea, to grant Ambassador
to send “several volunteer divisions” to asbased on newly-declassified documents if8htykov the evacuation powers that he re-
sist the “Korean comrades” once the enemye Russian archives, fundamentally contrajuested with respect to some Soviet special-
crossed the 38th parallel. However, he exlicts the purported Mao to Stalin message idts employed by the DPRK governmentand
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by Soviet organizations in Korea [Politburdout it would not be able to get back eve®] letter and stated that he would send nine,
Decision No. P78/168, Document #14]. H&aiwan, which at that time the United Statenot six, divisions to Korea, but that he would
was notified of this policy change by wirewas clinging to; not for the benefit of Nation-not do it right away; instead, he intended to
the same day. Ironically, the permissioalist Chinese leader Jiang Jieshi (Chiando it some time soon. In the meantime, he
arrived just as Shtykov, sensing a policKai-shek), in Stalin’s view, but to use theasked me to receive his representatives and
shift in Moscow, losing all his faith in Kim island as its own strategic base or for discuss with them a plan of military assis-
Il Sung’s ability to defend his regime on hignilitaristic Japan of tomorrow. tance to Korea in detail” [see Document
own, and unsure if any help was coming In conclusion, Stalin displayed a singu#13]. Evidently, Mao’s October 7 telegram
from Moscow or Beijing, requested everarly unusual propensity for high-stakes gameontained only his conditional consent to
more extended evacuation powers, now ifling which was fraught with the potentialsend troops to Korea. He had taken a step
cluding the families of the Soviet citizens ofor global disaster. He reassured Mao that heward Stalin’s position but hinted that, once
Korean nationality?:2 the personnel of the had taken into account the possibility that thagain, the decision was not yet final, and
Soviet Air Force units stationed in Kordd, United States, albeit unready to fight a majozould be rendered final only after Stalin
and all other Soviet citizens in Korea [Docuwar then, could still be drawn into a big wareceived in person and succeeded in per-
ment #16]. It took less than a day fofi.e., with China) on a question of prestigesuading the chief CCP CC Politburo oppo-
Vasilevsky and Gromyko to get Stalin’swhich, in turn, would drag the USSR, whichnents of China’s entry into the Korean War:
approval and immediately wire the affirmawas bound with China by a Mutual AssisZhou Enlai and Lin Biao. Stalin accepted
tive response. tance Pact, into the war. Stalin asked Maddao’s request with understanding, realizing
After the conference with his Politburo“Should we be afraid of this possibility? Inthat he had to bolster Mao if he wanted the
associates sometime during the day of Octaty opinion, we should not, because, tolatter to deliver.
ber5, Stalin sent a ciphered telegram to Magether, we will be stronger than the United  While Moscow and Beijing bickered
and Zhou [Document #13]. Without men-States and Great Britain, whereas none of tladout why, when, on whatterms, and whether
tioning the latest policy shiftin Moscow, heother European capitalist states (with th&oops should be sentto defend Kim Il Sung’s
outlined his reasoning why it was in China’€xception of Germany, which is unable t@rumbling regime—and whose troops they
national interest to dispatch the Chinesprovide any assistance to the United Statetiould be—the Western allies intensified
“Volunteers” to save the collapsing Northhow) possess any military power at all. Itheir diplomatic offensive at the United Na-
Korean regime and why this had to be donear is inevitable, let it be waged now, and ndions and stepped up their military offensive
immediatey. First, he reiterated his convic-in a few years when Japanese imperialison the battleground, anticipating a quick
tion that the United States was not ready will be restored as a U.S. ally and when thmop-up of the entire Korean campaign. On
fight a major war at present, while Japan).S. and Japanwill have aready-made bridg®ctober 4, the Political Committee of the
whose militaristic potential had not yet beehead on the continent in the form of all Kore&JN General Assembly rejected the Soviet
restored, was not currently capable of milieun by Syngman Rhee.” This telegram wadraft resolution of October 2, and, on Octo-
tarily assisting the Americans. Thereforea call for action. Stalin forcefully indicatedber 7, the UN General Assembly passed by
he argued, the U.S. would be compelled tim Mao that all the chips were down, and Maa 47-5-7 vote a “Go after the DPRK” resolu-
concede in the Korean question to Chindad to show what hand he was playing afteion, proposed by the United Kingdom, which
which was backed by its ally, the USSR, andll. recommended that: “1. a) All appropriate
to agree to terms of settlement favorable to  The embattled Mao must have receivedteps be taken to ensure conditions of stabil-
(North) Korea thus preventing the Amerithis telegram amidst a series of tense ematy throughout Korea; b) all constituent acts
cans from transforming the peninsula intgency sessions of the CCP CC Politburo ibe taken, including the holding of elections,
their springboard. Following the same hardBeijing sometime on October 6. It was at onander the auspices of the U.N., for the estab-
noseal realpolitik reasoning, Stalin statedof these meetings that Mao reportedly arlishing of a united, independent and demo-
that, consequently, not only would Washnounced his decision to appoint Peng Dehuaratic government in the sovereign state of
ington have to abandon Taiwan, but alsas the commander of the Chinese Peoplerea.” In a nutshell, this resolution gave
they would have to reject the idea of sepafolunteers (CPV). Later that evening, Madsen. MacArthur and the Western powers
rate peace with the Japanese “revanchistslihed together with Peng Dehuai, Zhou Enlagarte blanche to occupy all of North Korea
and to jettison their plans of revitalizingand Gao Gang. Reportedly, they agreed thahd rearrange its political and economic
Japanese imperialism and of converting J&ow it seems that we have to fight a war,5ystems to their liking. On the day this
pan into their bridgehead in the Far East.and that Zhou Enlai would fly to Moscow tocrucial vote was taken, in Korea the ad-
Having depicted his vision of an emergsolicit Soviet military aid. The next morn-vanced units of the 1st Cavalry of Gen.
ing new geopolitical order in the Far Easting, a supreme military conference preside@alton Walker's Army crossed the 38th
Stalin blandly told Mao that he proceededver by Zhou is said formally to have apParallel in the Kaesong area.
from the assumption that China could ngbroved of Mao’s decision to send Zhou and At 10:15 p.m. on the night of October 7
extract these concessions if she were tdnBiaotothe USSR to discuss the details ddtalin asked Bulganin to forward to Kim ||
adopt a passive wait-and-see policy. Withmilitary cooperatior;".'4 Sung via Shtykov his long-delayed response
out some serious struggle and an imposing On October 7, Stalin received Mao'sto Kim's October 1 plea for help. It had
display of force, he argued, not only wouldeply; in Stalin’'s own words, “Mao expressedaken almost a week for Stalin to respond,
China fail to obtain all these concessionsolidarity with the mainideas of my [Octoberalthough he was well aware that Kim was
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desperate and hanging over a precipice. Statimilitary advice and arms supplies from thdéorces could use this opportunity to raise
had tarried simply because he did not yéiSSR. Nonetheless, once informed of Mao'their heads again; and, finally, 3) the U.S.
have any good news to deliver. Only aftecommitment to send ground troops to fightould declare war on China, should the latter
receiving Mao’s conditional commitmentin Korea, he apparently began to distandatervene in Korea.
did he decide to write to Kim. In his tele-himself from Stalin. No longer did he re-  Aware of these arguments from his pre-
gram, which Shtykov gave Kim on the afterquest Soviet ground troops or even air covevjous correspondence with Mao and bearing
noon of October 8, Stalin for the first timebecause he knew Mao would probably takie mind that Zhou Enlai and Lin Biao were
told Kim Il Sung about his ongoing negotia-care of it by himself6 the chief opponents within the CCP CC
tions with Mao, noting that the Chinese In the meantime, the Western alliesolitburo of China’s entry into the war,
comrades still had doubts and hesitated tmntinued to advance. On October 9 italin went on the offensive. First, he noted
make a final commitment to fight, but, at théVashington, President Truman and the JQ8at the Great Patriotic War (World War II)
same time, emphasizing that negotiatiordirected MacArthur to cross the 38th paralhad just ended, and therefore it would be
continued, and therefore Kim Il Sung had ttel, even if Chinese intervention occurred, seery difficult for the USSR to fight another
battle tenaciously for each inch of his landbng as “in your judgment, action by forcedarge-scale war right away. Besides, the
because help was on its way [Documemtow under your control offers a reasonabl8oviet-North Korean border was too narrow
#13]. chance of success.” At once, MacArthuto allow massive troop transfers. Notwith-
Reportedly, Mao also sent atelegram tissued his final unconditional surrender destanding this, if U.S. actions were to jeopar-
Kim Il Sung via his Ambassador inmand, stating that unless North Korea catlize the fate of world socialism on a global
Pyongyang, who wentto Kim’'s undergroundgitulated, he would proceed to “take suckcale, the Soviet Union would be ready to
headquarters and handed it to him on theilitary action as may be necessary to ertake up the American challenge. However,
night of October 8. It said: “In view of theforce the decrees of the United Nations.he stressed that, at that time, U.S. imperial-
current situation, we have decided to senthe same day, advanced ROK | Corps unitsm was in a weak strategic position because
volunteers to Korea to help you fight againgnoving up the east coast from the perimetdércould not rely for assistance on traditional
the aggressor.” Chinese sources report Kirrached Wonsan, over 110 miles north of thailitary powers such as Germany and Japan,
Il Sung to have reacted gleefuﬁ? parallel. The 1st Cavalry and the 27th Cormas well as Britain, all of which were pro-
The next morning, on October 9, at 7:0Bnonwealth Brigade pushed north towardundly weakened by the Second World
a.m., Shtykov wired Kim'’s reply to Stalin Kumchon, Sariwon, and Pyongyang itseff. War. Hence, Washington would not dare to
[Document #16], adding that he concurre@®n October 9, two F-80 jets raided “bylaunch a world war. Since any kind of U.S.
with its content. Clearly, this letter reflectednistake” a Soviet airfield sixty miles insideattack against China would trigger the mu-
Kim’'s new, more positive mood and histhe USSR border near Vladivostok. Theual military assistance provision of the So-
newly found self-confidence. Althoughdays of Kim Il Sung'’s state appeared to beiet-Chinese Alliance Treaty and draw the
Shtykov did not mention any contacts beaumbered. It is plausible to assume th&l.S. into a global conflict with the USSR,
tween Kim and the Chinese representativedtalin was aware of these developments for which it was not ready, America was
the night before, surely Mao’s cable hadoreawhen he firstreceived Zhou Enlai andnlikely to risk a war with China on the
lifted Kim’s spirit. In his letter, Kim ex- Lin Biao at a dacha near the Black Sea latatter’'s own territory. Hence, in Stalin’s
pressed his belief that the U.S. aggresstat night. opinion, at that moment, Beijing could help
would not stop until it had occupied Korea  The Stalin-Zhou talks of 9-10 Octoberthe North Koreans without fear of U.S. re-
entirely and converted it into its military- 1950 are crucial in understanding the evoldaliation against Mainland China. More-
strategic springboard for further aggressiotion of the Soviet-Chinese alliance and thever, Stalinemphasized thatitwasin China’s
in the Far East; therefore, the struggle of therms of the Chinese entry into the Koreanational interest to ensure the survival of a
Korean people for theirindependence, freéNar. They reveal how domestic politicafriendly government in North Korea. For, if
dom, and state sovereignty would be prazonsiderations influenced the foreign policghe U.S. occupied the North and deployed its
tracted and very hard. priorities of these two communist giants, aforces along the Yalu and Tumen rivers, this
In contrast to his previous letter of Sepwell as the pivotal role of misperceptionsvould pose an enormous threat to Chinese
tember 29, in which he had requested “direend miscommunications in the mismanagesecurity, because the Americans could ha-
military assistance” from the Soviet Unionment of the alliance relationship. rass China from the air, land, and sea at their
Kim now asked Stalin only to aid the KPA  The newly declassified Russian docueliscretion and could also endanger the eco-
by training 2,000 pilots, 1,000 tank driversments from the APRF by and large confirrmomic development of northeast China.
500 radio operators, and 500 engineerindpe account of Mao’s interpreter, Shi 7%, But, despite these arguments, Zhou did
officers in the territory of the USSR. Of(except dates) of what transpired betweemot yield to Stalin’s pressure. Stalin appears
course, if one looks at the numbers, th8talinand Zhou at the former’'s dacha durintp have almost yelled in exasperation, “That
inescapable impression is that Kim basicallthese two days. In brief, Zhou told Staliryou do not want to send troops to Korea is
asked Stalin to help train an entirely nevthat the CCP CC Politburo had decided ngtour decision, but socialism in Korea would
professional officers corps for the KPAto send troops to Korea because: 1) Chirallapse within a very short period of time.”
with the exception of the infantry officers.lacked adequate money, arms, or transpo#fter regaining his composure, Stalin
In other words, Kim Il Sung'’s fortunes were2) the CCP’s domestic political oppositionchanged his tactics and laid out a stark alter-
still very much dependent on professiondtad not been pacified yet, and reactionanyative for Zhou. He suggested that both the
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Soviet Union and PRC provide sanctuaryery beginning‘.11 Not only did these fic- other’s throat because they both disagreed
for Kim Il Sung and the remnants of thdional events never occur, they could nowith his own beliefs. Zhou seems to have
KPA if they could no longer fight on their even have happened the way they were déewed his visit to Stalin as a last opportu-
own; the main forces, arms, equipment, argtribed. Stalin never co-signed his telenity to prevent China from entering the Ko-
some cadres of the KPA would be redegrams with anybody, regardless of the statusan war and to shift the entire burden of
ployed to northeast China, while the disef the other party or the addressee, includingaving Kim’'s regime onto Stalin's broad
abled and wounded men, as well as KoreaMao and Zhou. In the Stalinist era, Sovieshoulders. Once he realized that Stalin did
of Soviet origin, could be moved to thePolitburo members never used the telephom®t want to accept this responsibility and
Maritime Province of the Soviet Far East. Ito communicate important decisions, ngreferred to see the Chinese fighting, Zhou
their new bases in northeast China theyatter how urgent those might be, let alonepted to bluff and may even have misrepre-
would train new troops, master new weapo talk to foreign leaders. These fictionabented the Soviet position in his correspon-
onry, and prepare themselves for the day ef/ents contradict the then-prevailing Soviadence with Mao. But, to his regret, he
their reentry into Korea. Stalin reiterategarty bureaucratic practicég. The present miscalculated Stalin’s high risk-taking pro-
that since the Chinese did not intend to seradithor has never encountered evidence pénsity in his gambling on the future of
troops, the Soviet Union and China shoulduch unorthodox procedures anywhere in thiéorth Korea altogether, as well as Mao’s
work out concrete plans to provide shelteRussian Archives. own determination to fight in Korea, and
for their Korean comrades and their forces, In reality, all along Stalin reiterated hisfailed to foresee that Mao would decide to
and make sure that one day they would beillingness to provide the CPV with airfight evenwhen his back was pushed against
able to return to Korea. cover if Mao sent his troops to Koréa. the wall and he was left ostensibly alone,
Reportedly, Zhou was stunned at whatlonetheless, on October 11, Zhou reporgllegedly without Soviet air support.
he heard. He backed away from his initiatdly sent a telegram to Mao in Beijing, stat-  In the meantime, in Korea, on October
tough stance, and asked Stalin whether Chiireg that “Comrade Filippov [a pseudonyml2, the Interim Committee of the UN Com-
could count on Soviet air cover should ifor Stalin-AM] did not express his objectionsmission for the Unification and Rehabilita-
decide to fight in Korea. Without a pauseto the CCP CC Politburo’s decision not tdion of Korea, created by the UN General
Stalin responded positively: “We can send send troops to Korea.” It was Gao Gang whAssembly resolution of October 7, advised
certain number of aircraft to offer cover [fortold the Soviet Consul-General in Shenyandhe United Nations Command to take over
the CPV in Korea-AM].” Stalin also reas-A.M. Ledovsky, and General Vazhnov abouthe civil government of North Korea, which
sured Zhou that the Soviet Union wouldhou’s cable from Moscow during a convermeant in practice that the U.S. military was
take care of weapons and equipment supation on October 25 in Shenyang. He addedithorized to rule the “liberated” provinces
plies for the CPV, including their replacethat it was this telegram from Zhou thabf North Korea. Kim Il Sung moved his
ments, immediately after the Chinese sideignited a fierce debate in the CCP C®eadquarters to Kosangjin, near Kanggye,
ascertained its needs in actual combat. Politburo regarding the merits of China’snotfar from the Chinese border. The newly-
The Stalin-Zhou talks lasted for twointervention in Kore#4 The result was that rebuilt KPA Front Line Command was
days, and yet no mutually agreed upon dediAao put on hold all Chinese preparations imoved to Tokch’on in South P’'yongan Prov-
sions were reached at the end. Zhou simpllge northeast for the dispatch of troops tmce. The KPA forces desperately tried to
said that he needed to communicate witkorea4> halt the advancing ROK and U.S. troops that
Beijing in order to ask for new instructions. | would interpret what happened duringhad broken through the 38th parallel and
Stalin replied that he could wait but thathe Stalin-Zhou talks on October 9-10 aseached as far as Chunghwa, a few miles
time was fast running out. They partedfollows. Zhou Enlai and Lin Biao went to sedrom Pyongyang.
reportedly, both confused about each otherStalin with a strong belief that China could ~ On the morning of October 13, Stalin
true intentions3® not and should not intervene in Korea. Durreceived a report from Admirals Golovko
Contrary to Goncharov, Xue, anding the talks, Stalin failed to convince thenmand Fokin informing him of a large concen-
Lewis’ account ilJncertain Partner$%—  of the potentially dire consequences of theation of U.S. heavy battleships and am-
citing the recollections of Zhou aide KangNorth’s collapse for Chinese security and itphibious assault vessels, manned with troops,
Yimin—Stalin and Zhou Enlai did not agreeinternational standing. Therefore, Zhou andpparently ready for an amphibious landing
to send a joint telegram to Mao Zedong thein decided to stick to their original anti-in the harbor of Wonsan [Document #17].
next day. Nor did Molotov call Zhou afterintervention stand in their debate with MaoThat day, Wonsan was the target of fero-
the latter’s arrival in Moscow with “star- Peng Dehuai, and Gao Gang. At the sanodous U.S. air raids and Navy fire. Stalin
tling news that the Soviet Union would notime, they invented a “respectable” excuseould easily foresee the strategic implica-
offer any military equipment to China.”for their obduracy, i.e., an alleged refusal btions of the forthcoming U.S. landing in
These are stories, perhaps elaborated Byalin to provide the CPV with air cover. AtWonsan: the KPA would be again split in
Zhou's entourage in order to persuade Mabat moment, there was a brief rupture ihalf, this time along the Pyongyang-Wonsan
that Stalin, not Zhou's obduracy, was tdilateral communications, and both sideswele, and, with its rear absolutely unpro-
blame for the “breakdown of talks;” thatleft to make decisions for themselves. tected, the ROK | Corps and U.S. X Corps
Stalin was an unreliable ally; and that, after ~ Asfaras Zhou Enlai's role is concerned¢ould march unimpeded toward the Yalu-
all, China should not fight a war in Koreaif this scenario is correct, he rose up betwee€fumen rivers on the North Korean-Chinese
alone, which was Zhou's belief from theStalin and Mao, and almost had them at eaetmd North Korean-Soviet borders, while Gen.
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Walker's Eighth Army mopped up KPA After receiving Stalin’s evacuation or-asked Zhou Enlai to discuss the matter of
remnants in the Pyongyang area and theler on the night of October 13, Kim Il SungChina’s entry into the Korean War with
advanced toward the northwest. called Major-General Ch'oe Kyong-d@ Comrade Filippov again. He stressed that
This was a decisive moment for Stalinto his headquarters in Kosangjin and orderé@hou Enlai was being sent new instruc-
A week earlier, the Soviet Politburo hadhat Ch'oe leave immediately for the northtions.”
decided that the USSR would rather abamrastern provinces of Chinain orderto setup Whatisimportantaboutthistelegramis
don North Korea than risk a direct militaryguerrilla bases for Kim and the KPA rem+hat it contains Mao’s admission that, in
confrontation with the U.S., unless the lattenants there. Ch’oe is said to have departedgsence, Zhou's position was to stonewall
deliberately attacked Sovietterritory. Therewith two adjutants the same night. In théecause of the hesitations and reservations
fore, Stalin did not intend to send Soviehext several hours, Kim is said to havelisplayed by some prominent CCP CC lead-
ground troops to save Kim Il Sung. As Zhouepeatedly told his close associates that theys in Beijing. However, once these domes-
had told Stalin a couple of days earlier, thevould have to wage a guerrilla war fromtic political disputes were resolved, Mao
Chinese also decided to refrain from sendinghina again. Within a day Ch’oe and his twavanted Stalin back in the game.
the CPV to Korea for the time being. Realaides had mysteriously disappeared. Kim Il Indeed, Stalin rejoiced at Mao’s new
izing that neither he nor Mao was willing toSung dispatched a small team of scouts tiecision because he had been so reluctant to
save Kim Il Sung from total defeat, Stalirfind them, but in vair#8 abandon North Korea to begin with. At
evidently resigned himself to viewing the  Meanwhile, however, even before seeance, he hand-wrote a note to Shtykov for
entire Korean situation as a matter of cuttinjng Kim’s response, Stalin had changed hisnmediate delivery to Kim Il Sung [Docu-
his losses and saving face. mind and dramatically reversed himselfment#20], the second telegram within hours,
Such a conclusion is supported by théhanks to some welcome news from Beijingemporarily halting the implementation of
dramatic order Stalin appears to have seng&arly in the morning of October 14, at 3:2Mis order of October 149 It said: “I have
Kim Il Sung via Ambassador Shtykov on thea.m., he received two extremely urgent telgust received a telegram from Mao Zedong
afternoon of October 145 Informing Kim grams (#2406 and #2408) from the Soviéh which he reports that the CCP Central
of his talks with Zhou Enlai and Lin Biao,envoy to the PRC described a late-nighfommittee discussed the situation again and
Stalin reported with regret that Zhou hadneeting with Mao which took place imme-decided after all to render military assistance
stated that the Chinese were not yet ready diately after the CCP CC Politburo finallyto the Korean comrades, regardless of the
enter the war. Consequently, they cordecided, at a emergency session, to intdnsufficientarmament of the Chinese troops.
cluded that it would be better for Kim tovene in Korea before the war ended ina U.$.am awaiting detailed reports about this
withdraw the remnants of his forces fronvictory. Roshchin cited Mao as sayingmatter from Mao Zedong. In connection
Korea to China and the USSR. ThereforéQur leading comrades believe that if thevith this new decision of the Chinese com-
Stalin ordered that Kim Il Sung “evacuatdJ.S. troops advance up to the border ahdes, | ask you to postpone temporarily the
North Korea and pull out his Korean troop£hina, then Korea will become a dark spdmplementation of the telegram sent to you
to the north.” He also directed that Shtyko¥or us and the Northeast [China] will beyesterday about the evacuation of North
assist Kim in drawing up a plan of measurefsced with constant danger.” Mao conKorea and withdrawal of the Korean troops
to implement this evacuation order. In effirmed that “past hesitations by our comio the north.” This telegram makes perfectly
fect, Stalin was fed up with Kim Il Sung andrades occurred because the questions of ttlear thatthe crucial consideration in Stalin’s
had thrown in the towel. international situation, the questions of theosition on intervention in Korea was the
Late on the night of October 13, ShtykovSoviet assistance to us, the question of aiole of China. When Mao balked, so did
following Stalin’s instructions, metwith Kim cover were not clear to them,” and stressestalin. When Mao decided to make a com-
Il Sung and Pak Hon-Yong and read the texhat “at present, all these questions havaitment to Kim Il Sung, Stalin again fol-
of Stalin’s telegram to them. In Shtykov’'sbeen clarified.” Furthermore, Mao pointedowed suit.  Still unsure whether Mao’s
telegram addressed to Fyn Si (another Stalgut, “now it is advantageous for us to disdecision was irrevocable, Stalin displayed
pseudonym), which he wired frompatch Chinese troops into Korea. China haowme caution and ordered that Kim Il Sung
Pyongyangat3:15a.m.on October 14 [Docuihe absolute obligation to send troops tttemporarily” postpone, not cancel, the
ment #18], he described the North Korean&orea” [Document #19]. He mentioned thaimplementation of measures advised to him
reaction as follows: “Kim Il Sung and Pakat this point they were sending a first contina day earlier.
Hon-Yong were very much surprised by thgent of nine divisions. Although poorly Only after Stalin received further clari-
content of the telegram. Kim Il Sung statedrmed, it would be able to fight the troops ofications and proof from Beijing that this
that it was extremely hard for them to impleSyngman Rhee. In the meantime, the Chiime Mao meant it, did he order that his
ment such advice; however, since there waese comrades would prepare a second eginevious recommendations to Kim be an-
such advice, they would implementit.” Thenelon. As for air cover, Mao expressed hopeulled. He reiterated his commitment to
Kim asked Shtykov to give him his practicathat the Soviet air force would arrive insupply the CPV with weapons and equip-
recommendations and directed that Pak Honertheast China as soon as possible, but moent. Most importantly, he felt compelled
Yong write them down. Also, he askedater thanin two months. Mao concluded byo indicate to Kim that he was relinquishing
Shtykov and Matveyev to assist himin draftsaying that the CCP CC believed that theome of his authority on the Korean matter
ing a plan of measures to be taken regarditthinese must assist Korean comrades to Mao and his CPV commanders. A few
the KPA evacuation plan. their difficult struggle; therefore, he hadhours later on October 14, he dispatched a
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third ciphered telegram to Shtykov for Kimat the critical juncture of the war after the UNPiplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
[Document #21] which said: “After hesita-troops had crossed the 38th parallel: he off thé Russian Federation, Moscow. In order to make
. . i .. . h f H hese materials readily available to researchers in the
tions a_nd a series of temporary deusmpslered Kim to abandon the defense of Nortf),ieq sStates, the Center for Korean Research has
the Chinese comrades at last made a finébrea and pull out the remnants of the KPAgreed to cooperate with the Cold War International
decision to render assistance to Korea witihto guerrilla camps in northeast China andistory Project (CWIHP) of the Woodrow Wilson
troops. | am glad that the final and favorablthe Soviet Far East. Although within severd[ttémational Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C.
ision f h | l hi If | . _In the procurement, translation, custody, and dissemi-
dgcmon or Korea has been made atlast. hours Stalin reversed imself, after €arningation of these documents. (CWIHP has provided a
this connection, you should consider thef Mao’s renewed commitment to fight incopy ofthe documents to the National Security Archive,
recommendations of the meeting of th&orea, this original decision dramaticallylocated on the seventh floor of the Gelman Library at
Chinese-Soviet leading comrades, whictevealed the limits of the Soviet nationaf>€°'9¢ Washington University in Washington, D.C.,
| i I Lo h . | where they are available for researchers.) The Center
you were told about earlier, annu eq. Y01$ecu.r|ty interest on the Korean peninsula. 3, korean Research acknowledges with gratitude a
will have to resolve concrete questions reStalin’s own words (as recalled bygenerous facilitating grant from the Luce Foundation in
garding the entry of the Chinese troopKhrushchev), he was willing to abandorsupport of this project. _
jointly with the Chinese comrades. TheNorth Korea and allow the United States tg: This is according to the field reports filed by several
. f h hi h , iah ithi ozen agents sent to the area by the Joint Special
ar'mamen.ts required for the C inese troopecomet e USSR s neig bor, wit .|ts tro0Pgperations Group from the Far East Command's G-2
will be delivered from the USSR. | wish youdeployed in Korea, if this was the price to payn the eve of operation Chromite.
success.” for avoiding direct military confrontation 3. David ReesKorea: The Limited Wa(Baltimore,
; ; MD: Penguin Books, Inc., 1964), 84.
Wlth the US at that time. Mqrepvgr, I4. See, e.g., David Ree§prea: The Limited War,
CONCLUSIONS believe that it was as a rgs'ult qf this |nC|d.en{,p_cit_; Richard Rovere and Arthur M. Schelesinger,
not Khrushchev’s destalinization campaignur, The General and the Presideand the Future of
The new documentary evidence fronthat Kim Il Sung realized the limits of theAmerican Foreign Poliz (New York: Farrar, Straus,

the Russian archives led me to the followin§oviet support as well as the extent of hi@'d Young, 1951); I. F. Storighe Hidden Story of the
. . orean Wa (New York and London: Monthly Review
conclusions. First, allthree supreme leadepersonal dependency on Moscow, and ma@.ss 1951 Allen S. Whitinghina Crosses the

of the USSR, PRC, and the DPRK—Stalinip his mind to begin distancing himself fromyalu: the Decision to Enter the Korean W&tanford,
Mao Zedong, and Kim Il Sung—were perhis Soviet handlers. CA: Stanford University Press, 1960); Dean Acheson,
sonally and intimately involved in the pros-  Fourth, obviously, there was little politi- T "¢ Korean Wa(New York: W. W. Norton & Co.,

. fth ith [ will hi h . 1967); Kim Chullbaum, edThe Truth About the Ko-
gcuthn 0 t_e Korean War. Notwit ;tandcamvw and much less hope in MOSCOW,ean Wa (Seoul, Korea: Eulyoo Publishing Co., Ltd.
ing this, their will often failed to prevail, for Beijing, and even Pyongyang to defend Northog1).
the war policies of these states were ald¢orea to the last man when the militaryp. Russell SpurrEnter the Dragon: China’s Unde-
shaped by the pressures of intra-alliancgituation collapsed in mid-October 19505('2:"(9_",\\"23\; ;ga?l?est“?&%)s in Korea, 1950-1g5ew
bargaining, domestic politics, bureaucratiﬁrher_efore, had the Uni.ted States been legSsee e.g., Nie Rongzhdnside the Red Star: The
outputs, and personal preferences of peoenbivalent, more consistent, and more pegtemoirs of Marshal Nie RongzméBeijing, 1988);
in charge of the implementation of leaderssuasive on the diplomatic front in stating té>eng DehuaiMemoirs of a Chinese Marshal: The
decisions, notto mention circumstances crédoscow and Beijing the goals of its Korearf:utoPiographical Notes of Peng Dehuai (1898-1974)

. . . Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1984); Shi Zae
ated by enemy and external forces. campaign—e.g., that it had no desire to alispi juren Shenbian Shi Zhe Huiy[Beside Great

Second, contrary to the traditional Chitack Mainland China or threaten the territoryiistorical Figures: The Memoirs of Shi Zhe] (Beijing:
nese interpretation, Stalin never reneged af the Soviet Far East—the Soviet and Chicentral Archives and Manuscripts Press, 1991); and
his promise to Mao to provide the CPV witmese governments could well have decideff® X Yalujiang dao Banmendiajfrom the Yalu

. . . . s . iver to Panmunjom)] (Beijing: People’s Press, 1985).
Soviet air cover. From early July u_ntll !ateto Iet. Kim Il Sung’s regime go under and; important scholarly contributions in this respect
October 1950 he unwaveringly maintainedcquiesced to a UN-proposed Korean settlgrclude Hao Yufan and Zhai Zhihai, “China’s Decision
that if the Chinese comrades decided tment. However, Gen. MacArthur's repeatetp Enter the Korean War: History Revisite@hina
intervene in Korea he would send the Sovietnconditional surrender demands, couple%u"?‘fte”y 121 (March 1990), 94-115; Michael Hunt, |

. . . . . . . eijing and the Korean Crisis, June 1950-June 1951,
Air Force and Air Defense units to protectvith barely veiled direct threats against th@jitical Science Quarterlg07 (Fall 1992), 453-478;
the Chinese ground troops from the air. HERC and the USSR, coming out of Tokyahomas Christensen, “Threats, Assurances, and the
even considered dispatching them directlgeadquarters, literally pushed the insecutest Chance for Peace: The Lessons of Mao’s Korean

“ . ; ; ; War Telegrams$, International Securityl7 (Summer
to Pyongyang. ) .An' gccount of Stalin’sChinese .to the prm.k, cc_)mpellmg 'them al 1992), 122-154; Sergei N. Goneharov, John W. Lewis,
betrayal of Mao” is flcthnal and should bemost agalnst.thelrwnl tointervene in Koreagng xue Litai,Uncertain Partners: Stalin, Mao, and
attributed to Zhou Enlai’s entourage, whahereby providing Stalin a legitimate reasomhe Korean War(Stanford, CA: Stanford University
wanted to have their boss look good after thte reconsider his own decision to evacuat&ress, 1993); Kim Chull Baum and James Matray,
latter probably purposefully failed his mis-North Korea. Korea and the Cold War: Division, Destruction, and

. . . . . Disarmamen(1993); Chen JiarChina’s Road to the
sion at his talks with Stalin in mid-October, Korean War: The Making of the Sino-American Con-

1950 and perhaps even misled Mao aboutThis article is based on the newly-declassified Rugrontation (New York: Columbia University Press,
Stalin’s true intentions. sian archival materials related to the Korean War. R&:994), and Shu Guang Zhaihgo's Military Roman-
Third, the only person who had a |egiti_searchers were allowed access to these primary sourtiessm: China anq the_ Korean War, 1950-1953
' . frgm Russia as a result of a series of agreements @rawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 1995).
mate reason to feel that Stalin had betrayed ademic cooperation and joint research on the histo8y William W. Stueck;The Korean War: An Interna-
him at that time was Kim Il Sung. Stalinof the Korean War, signed by the Center for Koreational History (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University
reneged on his commitment to back up KirResearch of Columbia University, New York, and thePress, 1995).
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9. [Ed. note: In addition, some high-level declassifiednobility by Stalin’s early order that under no circum-records indicating whether Stalin knew of U.S. delegate
Russian documents bearing on the period examined btances they cross the 38th parallel, even when the KRéthe UN Warren Austin’s famous statement to the UN
this article were published in English translation invas on the offensive at the Naktong River front. Hencé&olitical Committee made the day before: “Today the
Kathryn Weathersby, “The Soviet Role in the Earlytheir own knowledge of the military situation andforces of the United Nations stand on the threshold of
Phase of the Korean War: New Documentary Eviability to influence it were very much limited. military victory... The aggressor’s forces should not be
dence, The Journal of American-East Asian Relationsl8. See Shabshin’s conversation with Pak Hon-Yongermitted to have refuge behind an imaginary line
2:4 (Winter 1993), 425-458; see also Col. Gen. D.Arecorded in Document #5. A.l. Shabshin had been theecause that would recreate the threat to the peace of
Volkogonov, “Should We Be Frightened by This?—Soviet Deputy Consul in Seoul before the end of thorea and of the world.”

Behind the Scenes of the Korean W&@donok(Mos-  Second World War; as Adviser on Political Affairs; in29. SeeChronolog, list 61.

cow) 25-26 (June 1993), English translation in Vladimin 946, he was appointed as a Political Adviser to th0. The purported Mao to Stalin cable of 2 October
Petrov, “Soviet Role in the Korean War Confirmed:Soviet 25th Army responsible for the occupation oi950 appeared in an official Chinese compilation of
Secret Documents Declassifiedpurnal of Northeast North Korea; when the Korean War started, he waldlao’s writings published by the Central Committee of
Asian Studied 3:3 (Fall 1994), 42-67, esp. 48-57.] assigned to Gen. Matveyev’s team. the Chinese Communist Partydianguo Yilai Mao

10. Although this document has still not been declassl9. Kim was reported to be very upset that Ch’oe failededong Wengao Diyi Ce (1949.9-1950 [i2}e Manu-
fied, it is alluded to in a detailed chronology of eventso report to him regularly about the development of thecripts of Mao Zedong Since the Founding of the
prepared by officials of the Russian Foreign Ministrymilitary situation in Seoul, despite his access to radidNation, vol. 1 (Sept. 1949-Dec. 1952)] (Beijing: Cen-
who had access to still-classified materials. In partict20. Kim Il Sung commanded his troops from inside atral Documents Publishing House, 1987), pp. 539-541;
lar, the chronology entry dated 20 September 1950nderground bunker located in the vicinity ofan English translation appears in Goncharov, Lewis,
describing the content of Stalin’s reply to Zhou Enlai'sPyongyang. According to Yu Song-ch’ol’'s memoirs,and Xue Uncertain Partnes, 275-76, reading as fol-
inquiry about the military situation in Korea after theduring the entire war Kim Il Sung made only one visitows:

Inch’on landing (an inquiry which Zhou had conveyedo the Front Line Command. That was when it was

to Amb. Roshchin and Soviet military advisers Kotovocated at the Seoul Capitol Building. Others disagree 1. We have decided to send some of our
and Konnov on September 18), states: “These Soviend insist that he came down as far as Suanbo to inspect troops to Korea under the name of [Chinese
recommendations [regarding what the KPA should dthe front lines and allegedly even bathed in hot springs  People’s] Volunteers to fight the United States
following the Inch’on landing] were transmitted to Kim there. [See Yu Song-ch’ol, “Recollection§hoong- and its lackey Syngman Rhee and to aid our

Il Sung on 18 September 1950.” Sekronology of ang llbo(Seoul), 14 November 1990.] Consequently, Korean Comrades. From the following consid-
Major Developments on the Eve of and During thé¢he only more or less reliable source of updates on the erations, we think it necessary to do so: the
Korean War (January 1949-October 199@greafter military situation for Kim Il Sung at that time was his Korean revolutionary force will meet with a
Chronology]. Archive of Foreign Policy, Russian Fed- Soviet advisers. But as the predicament of the KPA fundamental defeat, and the American aggres-
eration (AVPRF), Moscow, Fond 5, opis 58, delo 266¢deepened, they seemed to begin to dodge his inquiries, sors will rampage unchecked once they occupy

list 55. citing insufficient knowledge, and to avoid giving rec-  the whole of Korea. This will be unfavorable to
It appears that this is the same telegram whicbmmendations on strategy and tactics. the entire East.
Stalin referred to in his message to Mao Zedong aritll. See Document #5. 2. Since we have decided to send Chinese

Zhou Enlai on 1 October 1950 [Document 10], in whict22. One should note that two days earlier Zakharov had troops to fight the Americans in Korea, we hold
he stated that on September 16 “Moscow warned otold Kim that it was wishful thinking on his parttocount  that, first, we should be able to solve the prob-
Korean friends that the landing of the USA troops abn manning those nine divisions from among “the lem; that is, [we are] ready to annihilate and
Chemulp’o [Inch’on] had great significance....” Per-southerners” because the UN offensive would most drive out the invading armies of the United
haps the discrepancy can be explained by the fact tHiéely cut off and rout them. See Document #4. States and other countries. Second, since Chi-
although the telegram may have been drafted in or se2f8. Such “shyness” was quite unusual for Shtykov,who nese troops are to fight American troops in
from Moscow on September 16, given the time differin the pasthad pushed Kim Il Sung around as he pleased Korea (although we will use the name Volun-
ence and the chaos of the military situation it might havand often used Kim's name to promote his ownideasin teers), we must be prepared for a declaration of

been handed to Kim only on September 18. Furthéfoscow. war by the United States and for the subsequent
declassification is required to resolve the question co24. The origins of this request were not without contro-  use of the U.S. air force to bomb many of
clusively, however. versy even within the DPRK government. In his con-  China’s cities and industrial bases, as well as an
11. At this point, it is worth clarifying a bit of confusion versation with A.l. Shabshin on September 28 [Docu- attack by the U.S. navy on [our] coastal areas.
that has emerged over the fact that there were two senioent #5], Pak Honyong mentioned that originally the 3. Ofthese two problems, the primary prob-

Soviet military officials with the surname Zakharov atWPK CC PC intended to ask only for Soviet air support  lem is whether or not the Chinese troops can
this juncture of the Korean War. Army Géviatvey because some nationalistic North Korean leaders advo- annihilate the American troops in Korea and
VasilievichZakharov (1898-1972), the Deputy Chief ofcated only limited direct Soviet participationinthe war.  effectively resolve the Korean issue. Only
the General Staff of the Soviet Armed Forces, wa8s of September 29, Kim Il Sung still insisted, perhaps  when it is possible for our troops to annihilate
dispatched to Pyongyang in late September 1950 pyo forma, that “we should continue to fight on and the American troops in Korea, principally the
inspect and report back to Stalin on the military situaeventually unite Korea by our own forces.” However,  Eighth Army (an old army with combat effec-
tion. He signed and received messages using ths the military situation continued to deteriorate, in- tiveness), can the situation become favorable to
pseudonym;Matveye.” In October 1950, shortly creasing the perception in Pyongyang that only an all-  the revolutionary camp and to China, although
after M.V. Zakharov was sentto Korea, Corps Commisaut intervention by the USSR could bail out the North  the second problem (a declaration of war by the
Semyon EgorovitZakharov (1906-1969) was sent toKorean regime, which was on the brink of complete  United States) is still a serious one. This means
Beijing as Stalin’s personal military envoy to Maodisaster, Kim felt compelled to seek full Soviet military ~ that the Korean issue will be solved in reality

Zedong and Zhou Enlai and remained in the Chinegetervention. along with the defeat of the American troops (in
capital until the end of the war in July 1953, an®5. Quoted in Ree&oreg, 103. name it will probably remain unsolved because
documents involving him bear his actual name. 26. This timetable may have reflected Stalin’s hope that the United States will most likely not admit
12. Se Chronology AVPRF, Fond 5, Opis 58, Delo the remnants of Kim’s troops would be able to resistthe Korea’s victory for a considerable period of
266, listy 52-53. UN troops on their own at least for the next few days time). Consequently, even if the United States
13. InUncertain Partnergp. 174), Goncharov, Lewis, while he would be busy seeking Chinese support. declares war on China, the war will probably not

and Xue refer to a five-man team which was dispatche¥. His justification for this measure was that most of be of great scope or lastlong. The most unfavor-
from China to Korea on September 17 “to survey locahese enterprises were destroyed by American air raids able situation, we hold, would result from the

topography.” This must be the same team of seni@nd out of operation anyhow. inability of the Chinese troops to annihilate

military officers to which Zhou referred. 28. | have not located any evidence in the Russian American troops in Korea and the involvement
14.Chronolog, listy 54-55. archives as to whether Stalin was informed on October of the two countries’ troops in a stalemate while
15. SeeChronolog, listy 55-56. 1 that MacArthur had just made an unconditional sur-  the United States publicly declares war on China,
16. ReesKorea, 91. render demand to the North Koreans to “forthwith lay ~ undermines the plans for China's economic

17. These charges are not completely fair because ttiewn your arms and cease hostilities under such mili- reconstruction, which has already begun, and
Soviet military advisers were severely restricted in thetary supervision as | may direct.” Nor could | find any  sparks the dissatisfaction of [China’s] national
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bourgeoisie and other segments of the people
(they are very afraid of war).

4. Under the current situation, we have
reached a decision to order the 12 divisions
stationed in advance in South Manchuria to set
off on October 15. They will be deployed in
appropriate areas in North Korea (not necessar-
ily reaching to the 38th parallel). On the one
hand, they will fight the enemies who dare to
cross the 38th parallel. Atthe initial stage, they
will merely engage in defensive warfare to
wipe out small detachments of enemy troops
and ascertain the enemy’s situation; on the
other hand, they will wait for the delivery of
Sovietweapons. Once they are [well] equipped,
they will cooperate with the Korean comrades
in counterattacks to annihilate American ag-
gressor troops.

5. According to our intelligence to date, an
American corps (composed of two infantry
divisions and a mechanized division) has 1,500
guns of 70 mm to 240 mm caliber, including
tank cannons and anti-aircraft guns. In com-
parison, each of our corps (composed of three
divisions) has only 36 such guns. The enemy
dominates the air. By comparison, we have
only just started training pilots. We shall not be
able to employ more than 300 aircraftin combat
until February 1951. Accordingly, we do not
now have any certainty of success in annihilat-
ing a single American corps in one blow. Since
we have made a decision to fight the Ameri-
cans, we certainly must be prepared to deal with
a situation in which the U.S. headquarters will
employ one American corps against our troops
in one [of the Korean] theaters. Forthe purpose
of eliminating completely one enemy corps
with a certainty of success, we should in such a
situation assemble four times as many troops as
the enemy (employing four corps to deal with
one enemy corps) and firepower from one-and-
a-half times to twice as heavy as the enemy’s
(using 2,200 to 3,000 guns of more than 70mm
caliber to deal with 1,500 enemy guns of the
same caliber).

6. In addition to the above-mentioned 12
divisions, we are moving 24 divisions from
south of the Yangtze River and from Shaanxi
and Gansu provinces to areas along the Xuzhou-
Lanzhou, Tianjin-Pukou, and Beijing-Shenyang
railroad lines. We plan to employ these divi-
sions as the second and third groups of troops
sent to aid Korea in the spring and summer of
next year as the future situation requires.

Is the above text—indicating a firm Chinese guerrilla comrades.

appears to leave two principal alternatives: 1) that bofb. See Goncharov etdlncertain Partners185, 279.
Russian documents, and others in the Presidential A36. One can notice also that from then on, Kim Il Sung
chives collection that are logically and chronologicallystarted to conclude his personal letters to Stalin with the
consistent with the events they describe, are elaborawerds “respectfully yours,” instead of “faithfully yours.”
fakes (which I find highly unlikely, especially as the37. See Reg&orea 108-109.
collection includes plenty of documents that are highl38. See Shi Zhe, op. cit.
incriminating regarding the Soviet role in the war); or 289. The above account of Stalin-Zhou talks in October
(what I find more likely) that the published Chinesel950 is based on the author’s June 1995 interview with
version of the October 2 telegram is unreliable: inaccudr. Nikolai T. Fedorenko, one of the Soviet participants
rate, unsent, or perhaps misdated; nor can one excluate¢hese talks who interpreted them and later composed
the possibility that the text was altered or falsified byninutes thereof. In the near future, the Center for
Chinese authorities to present what they deemed to Kerean Research expects to receive copies of the min-
a more ideologically or politically correct version ofutes of the Stalin-Zhou talks as part of its project on
history. (In contrast to the case with Russian docwacademic cooperation with the Diplomatic Academy of
ments, scholars have not been permitted access to the Russian Foreign Ministry in Moscow.
relevant Chinese archives to examine original doc#t0. Goncharov et aluncertain Partners190.
ments or facsimiles, and have been forced to rely afl. It is noteworthy, however, that Goncharov, Xue,
published versions.) In any case, numerous importaand Lewis’s account is based on the personal recollec-
accounts of the events leading to the PRC's entry int@ns of Kang Yimin, a confidential secretary of Zhou
the Korean War relying on the Chinese version of the Bnlai from the CCP Central Committee who accompa-
October 1950 Mao to Stalin cable must now be calledied the latter to Moscow. One may speculate that Zhou
into question. [Ed. note: Some of the more important ahight have attempted to distort the record of talks in
the many examples of recent works using the Chineseder to manipulate Mao’s opinion, and later used his
version of the cable—an English translation of whicttonfidential secretary to leak his preferred version of
was reprinted under the headline, “Mao’s Cable Exwhat allegedly happened in Moscow.
plains Drive Into Korea,” iThe New York Tins®n 26 ~ 42. This conclusion is based on the author’s June 1995
February 1992—include Christensen, “Threats, Assuinterview with a former high-ranking official at the
ances, and the Last Chance for Peace,” esp. 135-14i@ernational Department of the CPSU CC who asked
Hunt, “Beijing and the Korean Crisis,” esp. 460-463not to be identified.
Shu Guang Zhandeterrence and Strategic Culture: 43. Intriguingly, the first time Stalin mentioned his
Chinese-American Confrontations, 1949-8@haca:  willingness to provide Chinese troops with air cover if
Cornell University Press, 1992), 97; Goncharov, Lewighey engaged in Korea was in his letter to Zhou Enlai
and XuelUncertain Partnes, esp. 176-183; Chen Jian, dated 5 July 1950(!). In his ciphered telegram #3172
China’s Road to the Korean Waasp. 175-180; Stueck, wired to Beijing at 23:45 p.m., he stated that “we
The Korean Waresp. 99-100; and Shu Guang Zhanggonsider it correct to concentrate immediately nine
Mao’s Military Romanticismesp. 78-80.] Chinese divisions on the Chinese - North Korean border
Clearly, further research is necessary, in both thfer volunteers’ actions in North Korea in the event of
Moscow and Beijing archives, to establish the precisthe enemy’s crossing the 38th parallel. We will do our
contents and chronology of the communications besest to provide the air cover for these units.” For the full
tween Stalin and Mao during the first two weeks ofext, see Document #7.
October 1950. Inthe meantime, the evidence cited he4d. SeeChronology list 61.
should induce additional caution in treating the Chines#b. See Goncharov et dlncertain Partnes, 192-195.
version of Mao’s decision to enter the Korean War. 46. Although we do not have this ciphered telegram in
31. N. S. KhrushchevlThe Korean War{Moscow: our physical possession, there is plenty of circumstan-
Progress Publishing House), 28, in Russian; for a slighttial evidence to believe that this document actually
different English translation, e&hrushchev Remem- existed: Stalin cited and referred to this ciphered tele-
bers: The Glasnost Tapédsans. and ed. by Jerrold L. gram several times in Documents #20 and #21; also, a
Schecter with Vyacheslav V. Luchkov (Boston: Little,reference to it appears in Shtykov’s telegram to Stalin
Brown, and Co., 1990), 147. in Document #18.
32.1believe that Shtykov referred to the members of th&7. Major-General Ch’oe Kyong-dok was a member of
DPRK government and various administrative agerthe Front Military Council. Before the war he was the
cies and organizations who originally came from th€hairman of the DPRK Federation of Trade Unions.
USSR as Soviet citizens of Korean nationality. Thig8. This accountis based on the author’s interview with
was an “escape clause” for all the so-called Soviddr. V. K. Pak (Pak Gil-yon), former Deputy Foreign
Korean leaders, including Kim Il Sung himself and hiMlinister of the DPRK (1954-1960) in charge of the
DPRK'’s relations with socialist countries, who has

decision to intervene militarily against the Americans33. | believe that herein Shtykov referred to the Sovidteen in exile in the USSR since his purge in 1960.
in Korea (albeit with some trepidation and an explicitaircraft maintenance and support teams which weiuring the Korean War, Mr. Pak served at Kim I
statement that the “Volunteer” forces would requiretransferred from the Maritime Province to the vicinitySung’s headquarters as his second personal interpreter.
adequate Soviet weaponry before they could take thef Pyongyang in the last week of September. At thakhe interview took place in Moscow on 10 July 1995.
offensive)—compatible with the message from Mao tdime, the Soviet General Staff had still been consideringf. Although this note was written and wired out in the
Stalin dated 2 October 1950 which Roshchin cabled t8talin’s order to dispatch a Soviet fighter aviatiorearly morning hours of October 14, Stalin seems to have
Moscow on 3 October 1950 [Document #12], accordsquadron to provide air cover for the North Koreampre-dated it as of October 13. Perhaps he wanted to
ing to the document recently declassified in the Ruseapital. However, once the UN forces moved over thmake everybody in the loop, as well as posterity, forget
sian archives? Clearly not. Nor is it compatible with38th parallel on October 1 and were rapidly and suebout his original evacuation order sent to Kim only a
Stalin’s statement to Kim Il Sung on October 8, statingcessfully advancing toward Pyongyang, apparentliew hours earlier.

that, in response to his own letter of October 1 seekin§talin made a decision not to deploy the Soviet Ais
Chinese entry into the war, “Mao Zedong replied withForce directly in North Korea, but to redeploy it i”AIexandre Y. Mansourov is a doctoral can-
arefusal, saying that he did not want to draw the USSRortheast China. Therefore, Shtykov requested author-
into the war, that the Chinese army was weak ity to send home the remaining aircraft maintenancgIdate at the Center for Korean Research,
technical terms, and that the war could cause greand support teams. Columbia University.

dissatisfaction in China.” [Document #13.] That34. See Goncharov et dlincertain Partners183.
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Document 1: Soviet Defense Minister several radar units designed to locate thaperation.
A.M. Vasilevsky to Stalin, 21 September enemy’s aircraft, as well as a team of radio At present, there are no maintenance

1950 operators who can set up communicationgersonnel at these airdromes because they

between the airbase and these radar podiad all been redeployed to airfields south of
To Comrade STALIN Otherwise, our airplanes on the ground wileoul. Neither are there fuel and munitions
be subject to sudden raids by the enemyfsr combat aircraft in the vicinity of
Regarding the question of the transfeaviation. Pyongyang.

of fighter aviation regiment of “YAK-9s" to 5. We ask You to give us permissionto  Therefore, first, from September 25 to

provide air cover to Pyongyang, | herewithreport all our final calculations regarding theSeptember 30, we will transport the follow-

report: regiment’s transfer to Pyongyang as soon &%y by railroad from the Maritime Region

1. In order to speed up the regimenive find out in Pyongyang the details relategia Andong to their destinations:
transfer, we consider it the most expedient to the questions of the regiment’s redeploy- - a team for the technical maintenance
use the 84th fighter regiment of the 147tlment. At the same time, we will report toof the regiment with the minimum required
aviation division based on 40 metal-mad&ou our considerations concerning the orairbase equipment;
“YAK-9s”, deployed in the Maritime Re- ganization of the air defense system of the - a team of radio technicians with four
gion in the vicinity of Voroshilov. The airbase from which the regiment will oper+adar units for locating the enemy’s planes

regiment shall be dispatched by air via Chiate. and guiding our planes thereto;
nese territory by the route Yanji-Andong- [signature] - an air defense artillery battalion con-
Pyongyang. The regiment's overflight VASILEVSKY sisting of three 85-mm gun batteries and one
should take two days. During the prepard2l” September 1950 37-mm gun battery, in total 16 artillery guns,
tion for the overflight one has to take intdNo. 1172cc for providing air cover to the airdrome;
account the inevitability of air combat in theCopies: Stalin, Malenkov, Beriya, - fuel for 15 refueling cycles and 15 sets
area of Andong-Pyongyang. Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, of munitions.
2. In a very cautious manner, we mad&hrushchev. 3. On September 24, in order to orga-
a number of inquires to Comrade Shtykov nize the reception of the regiment and its
concerning the following questions: [Source: Archive of the President, Russiatombat operation, we are sending by car
- the suitability for the landing of our Federation (APRF), fond 3, opis 65, delo from the Maritime Region to Pyongyang the
aircraft of airbases in the vicinity of827, listy 79-80] commander of the aviation corps Colonel
Pyongyang which have been badly damaged Noga who is supposed to meet the regiment
by the enemy’s air raids, especially lately; in Andong, assign combat tasks thereto, and
- the availability of aircraft maintenanceDocument 2: Vasilevsky to Stalin, 23 be in charge of its flight over to Pyongyang.
personnel, fuel, and munitions thereat. =~ September 1950 4. The regiment is expected to com-
3. If the Koreans do not have aircraft mence fulfilling its combat mission aimed at
maintenance crews, before the regiment’s To Comrade STALIN covering Pyongyang from the air on October
transfer we will have to dispatch an aviation 3.

maintenance battalion for this regiment,com- | herewith report concerning the under- 5. At the same time, we consider it
posed of 223 men with air-base equipmentaken measures relating to the redeploymenécessary to report that our pilots’ work in
to Pyongyang by the railroad via Andong. lof the fighter aviation regiment based on ththe skies over Pyongyang will inevitably be
is likely to take us five-six days to transfef’'LA-9” type of aircraft from the Maritime discovered by the U.S. troops right after the
this battalion, given the transport overloadRegion to provide air cover for the city offirst air combat, because all the control and
across the Yalu River in the vicinity of Pyongyang. command over the combat in the air will be
Andong. 1. For the redeployment we assignedonducted by our pilots in the Russian lan-
If the Koreans do not have fuel andhe 304th fighter aviation regiment of theguage.
munitions, we will have to ship them to32nd fighter aviation division numbering 40 [signature]
Pyongyang simultaneously with the battalairplanes “LA-9” currently deployed at the VASILEVSKY
ion transport. air base Spassk in the Maritime Region. “23” September 1950
In this case, accounting for the transfer ~ On October 1-2, the regiment will be
of the personnel, it is likely to take up toredeployed by air via Chinese territory byjSource: APRF, fond 3, opis 65, delo 827,
eight-ten days for the final readiness of ththe route Spassk-Dongning-Yanji-Tonghualisty 81-82]
regiment for combat in the vicinity of Andong-Pyongyang.
Pyongyang. We will carefully elaborate the flight
4. Bearing in mind the lack of Koreanplan, especially regarding its segment froocument 3: Telegram from Fyn Si
aerial surveillance and alert system in th&ndong to Pyongyang, and the regiment'§Stalin) to Matveyev (Army Gen. M.V.
vicinity of Pyongyang, in order to createpilot crews will study it thoroughly. Zakharov) and Soviet Ambassador to
normal conditions in combat for our regi- 2. The information which we receivedthe DPRK T.F. Shtykov, approved 27
ment, we would consider it necessary térom Korea indicates that airdromes in th&eptember 1950 Soviet Communist
dispatch along with the regiment at leasticinity of Pyongyang are still suitable forParty Central Committee Politburo
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unprepared for combat, could not produceand, especially in the questions of an orga-

VKP(b) CC any effect because of lack of coordinatiomized pullout of the KPA troops from the
# P78/73 and communications with the staff. Thesoutheast and the prompt organization of a
27 September 1950 division which arrived from the southeasnhew defense front to the east, south, and
[To:] Cmrds Malenkov, Bulganin, was thrown into combat in a disorganizedorth of Seoul, our military advisers must
Vasilevsky manner and in odd units, which made iarrange the following:

easier for the enemy to decimate and annihi- 1. The pullout of the main forces must

late it. As we directed earlier, you shoulde conducted under the protection of strong

Extract Minutes from Protocol #78 of the have deployed this division for combat at theear guards dispatched from the divisions
Meeting of the Politburo of the CC  line northeast and east of Seoul, reorganizesihd capable of rendering serious resistance
VKP(b) Decision dated September 27, there, give its soldiers at least one day db the enemy. This can be achieved if the

1950 respite, prepare it for battle and only aftereommand over the rear guards is assigned to
wards introduce these troops into combat.commanders with considerable military ex-
#73. -Questions of Korea. One cannot help taking serious note gberience, if the rear guards are strengthened

erroneous and absolutely inadmissible taevith standing and antitank artillery, field
Approve of the attached directivetics for tank use in combat. Lately you havengineering units, and, if possible, with tanks.
to Comrades Matveyev and Shtykov. used tanks in combat without preliminary 2. The rear guards must engage in com-

artillery strikes aimed at clearing the field folbat from defensive line to defensive line,

Secretary of the C[entral] ClommitteeJtank maneuvers. As a consequence, tmeaking broad use of engineering fortifica-
enemy easily destroys your tanks. Our militions, including mines and materials at hand.
A A tary advisers who have personal experience The rear guards must act decisively and

from the Great Patriotic War must be awaractively in order to gain the time required for

Attachment to that such ignorant use of tanks leads to theine pullout of the main forces.

#73 (op) of the Politburo Protocol #78 loss. 3. The bulk of the troops of the divi-
One cannot help noticing the strategisions, to the extent possible, must be with-
Top Secret illiteracy of our advisers and their incompedrawn in a compact manner, ready to force

Pyongyang tence in intelligence matters. They failed toheir way forward, but not in separate and

grasp the strategic importance ofthe enemy&dd units. The major force must dispatch

TO MATVEYEV [ZAKHAROQOV] assaultlanding in Inch’on, denied the gravitgtrong forward guards armed with artillery
TO SHTYKOV of its implications, while Shtykov even sug-and, if possible, with tanks.

gested that we should bring to trial the author 4. Tanks must be used only in joint

The serious predicament in the area aff an article in the “Pravda” about the U.Saction with infantry and only after prelimi-
Seoul and in the South-East in which thassault landing. This blindness and lack ofary artillery fire.
Korean People’s Army has found itself latelystrategic experience led to the fact that they 5. One must dispatch forward detach-
has to a great extent been caused by a seldesibted the necessity of redeploying troopsients to occupy and hold ravines, bridges,
of grave mistakes made by the Frontlinffom the South toward Seoul, as well aferries, passes and important road junctions
Command, the Commands of the Armyrocrastinated over their redeployment ankibcated along the way of the movement of
Groups and army groupings in matters reslowed it down considerably, thereby losinghe major forces until the latter pass through
lated to command and control over troops week to the enemy’s enjoyment. them.
as well as to the tactics of their combat use The assistance provided by our military 6. Special attention must be paid to the
in particular. advisers to the Korean Command in sucfuestions of the organization of field intelli-

It is our military advisers who are everparamount matters as communications, corgence, as well as flank protection and main-
more to blame for these mistakes. Oumnand and control over troops, organizatiotenance of communications between march-
military advisers failed to implement scru-of intelligence and combat is exceptionallyng troops’ columns.
pulously and in a timely fashion the order ofveak. As a result of this, the KPA troops, in 7. When preparing for defense, one
the Supreme Commander-in-Chief for thessence, are beyond control: they are eshould avoid stretching out the troops along
withdrawal of four divisions from the cen-gaged in combat blindly and cannot arrangie entire front line but tightly cover the
tral front to the area of Seoul despite the fathe coordination between the various armemhain directions and set up strong reserve
that at the moment of adopting this decisiogervices in battle. One can tolerate suchumits for active actions.
such a possibility existed. Consequenthsituation during a successful offensive, but 8. When setting up communications
they lost seven days which brought about ane cannot allow this to happen when theith troops via the line of the Korean Com-
enormous tactical advantage in the vicinitjrontline situation is worsening. mand, one must utilize radio with the use of
of Seoul to the U.S. troops. Had they pulled You must elucidate all these points ta@odes.
out these divisions on time, this could haveur military advisers, and first of all to In the future, while organizing the work
changed the military situation around Seowasilyev. of our military advisers in accordance with
considerably. Odd battalions and separate Inthe present military situation, in orderthis directive, you must undertake all neces-
detachments arriving in the vicinity of Seoulfo provide assistance to the Korean Consary measures so that none of our military
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advisers will be captured by the enemy, asver Sangju and Anto to the north and norttBupreme Commander-in-Chief and Defense

was directed earlier. west of Taegu. Minister in his hands, to set up a Staff Office
Report on the implementation of this  According to the information which still for the Supreme Commander-in-Chief for
directive. needs to be verified, some tank units of thihe command and control over troops, and to

enemy’s Seoul group continue to advangeay serious attention to the work of the rear.
FY N SI. [STALIN] toward Ch'ungju, which creates the danger At present, they have begun to form
of encirclement of the First Army Group ofonly six infantry divisions in the northern
[Source: APRF, fond 3, opis 65, delo 827 the KPA. part of Korea, whereas the current military
listy 90-93] The People’s Army troops, sufferingsituation has made impossible the formation
heavy losses, mainly from the enemy’sf nine infantry divisions manned with the
airforce, having lost almost all their tanksSoutherners.
Document 4: Ciphered telegram from and much artillery, are engaged in difficult ~ KIMIL SUNG issued a directive to take
Matveyev (Zakharov) to Fyn Si (Stalin), battles to hold their positions. The troopgmmediate steps aimed at withdrawing the
26 [27] September 1950 lack ammunition and fuel the delivery ofremaining KPA troops from South Korea so
which has been virtually halted. The acthat to use it to form new divisions in North
CIPHERED TELEGRAM # 600262/sh  counting for the available weapons and anicorea and deny this opportunity to the South.
munition is organized unsatisfactorily. The In connection with the fact that the

From Pyongyang Sent on top-down command and control system i€hinese railroads are overloaded transport-

26.9.50 at 8:10a.m., by wire set up poorly. The wire and radio communiing supplies to Korea, it is desirable that the

Received in Moscow on 27.9.50 at 20:55 cations work intermittently because of th@rmaments designated for use by the six

p.m. interruptions inflicted by the enemy’s airdivisions which are being newly formed be

Arrived in the 8th MDG%on 27.9.50 at  raids and due to the lack of qualified radishipped first, and only then should the am-

21:10 p.m. operators and the lack of fuel for radio stamunition be delivered.

Deciphered by Morozov on 27.9.50 at  tion generators correspondingly. Courier  After our conversation with KIM IL

23:50 p.m. mail is almost nonexistent. SUNG we gotdown to work in order to assist

The predicament of the KPA troops, inn:

Number of copies made - 10 particular on the Southeasternfront,remains - organizing good command and con-

Distribution List: unclear. trol over troops;

Stalin - 2,Molotov - 1, Malenkov -1, Upon our recommendation, onthe night - rearranging the system of troop sup-

Beria -1, Mikoyan - 1, Kaganovich - 1,  of 26.9.50 [26 September 1950], some Kaplies, shipments, and transport services;

Bulganin - 1, Vasilevsky - 1, 8th MDGS rean communications officers were dis- - preparing defensive fortifications.

file - 1. patchedtothe Front Command and the Seoul The People’s Army is experiencing a
group in order to collect information on thedire shortage of drivers. The 3,400 trucks
troops’ situation. which are to arrive soon have no drivers at

TO COMRADE FYN SI [STALIN] On 25.9.50, at 19:00 pm, local timeall. It may be expedient to propose to Kim |

Kim Il Sung’s order was forwarded to theSung that he ask the Chinese friends to
Having familiarized myself with the troops, according to which the Seoul groupdispatch not less than 1,500 drivers to Ko-

predicament of the KPA, | report: ing and the Second Army Group operatingea, may it not?

The situation of the People’s Armyinthe northern part of the southeastern front
troops on the Western (Seoul) and Southwere told to go on the defensive and hold up MATVEYEV [ZAKHAROV]
eastern (Pusan) fronts is severe. the enemy by any means. #1298/sh

Seekingto encircle and destroythe main  The troops of the Second Army Grou®9/27/50
forces of the People’s Army, it is in theoperating in the central and southern parts @2:35pm, Pyongyang time
general direction of Ch’ungju that the U.Sthe southeastern front were ordered to begiryped by Budanova on 28.9.50 at 0:15
troops have concentrated the major effortgeneral retreat northwestward with the aira.m.
of the assault group which had landed in thef getting to the area of Chénchang, Taejon,
area of Chemulp’o, as well as of the troopBoun for further levelling off the front line [Source: APRF, fond 3, opis 65, delo 827,
that had launched an offensive from the aregpproximately following the line Seoul, listy 103-106]
to the North and Northwest of Taegu. Yéju, Ch'ungju [in Russian translation:

Using the support of the air force whichSeoul, Reisiu, Tsiusiu, Naidzio, Urutsin].
has dominated the air space without hin- On 26.9.50, KIM IL SUNG received Document 5: Ciphered Telegram,
drance and caused aircraft-frighour group. Shtykov to Deputy Foreign Minister
[aviaboiazn] both among the ranks within The meeting was also attended by FoAndrei Gromyko and Instantsia
the People’s Army and in the rear areas, theggn Minister PAK HON-YONG and Com- (Stalin), 29 September 1950
U.S. troops have managed to move fromade SHTYKOV.
Suwon eastward and southeastward for25to  As a result of our conversation, KIM IL CIPHERED TELEGRAM # 600301/sh
30 kilometers and some of their troops tooBUNG decided to combine the duties of the
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From: PYONGYANG mediate deployment of troops at the alreadgH’ONGJU, to cut off the Second Army
Sent on 09/29/50 at 20:23 p.m. prepared fortifications there. Group composed of 7 divisions. Seoul fell.
Received in Moscow on 09/30/50 at 14:45 KIM IL SUNG asked me, how do you There are no standby troops ready to render
p.m. consider [the situation], will the adversaryany serious resistance to the enemy advanc-
Received at the 8D/GS on 09/30/50 at  cross the 38th parallel northward? ing to the 38th parallel.

14:50 p.m. I replied that it was not clear yet, butthat  New military units being formed in the
Deciphered by Vakushin on 09/30/50 at they had to undertake urgent measures to $¢orth advance to the frontline very slowly
15:50 p.m up defenses along the 38th parallel. because the railroads in fact do not function
Distribution list - 12 copies: KIM IL SUNG reiterated his earlier due to the demolished bridges and ruined
Stalin - 2, Molotov - 1, Malenkov - 1, stated desire to unify the country by his owmailway stations, while automobile transport

Beria - 1, Mikoyan -1, Kaganovich - 1, means, he stated that he wanted to form 1$scarce.
Bulganin - 1, Gromyko - 1, 8 MDGS - 1, divisions and to continue the struggle, butit These new units lack armaments. The

MFA - 1, on file - 1. was not clear for him whether the adversangewly formed units and groupings desig-
would cross the 38th parallel or not. Shouldated to defend CHEMULP'O, HAEJU,
To: MOSCOW the enemy cross the 38th parallel, they [th&/ ONSAN, and CH'ONGJIN have weap-
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR North Korean leadership - AM] would beons designed for training purposes only.
To Comrade GROMYKO unable to form new troops and they would  The political situation is also getting
Instantsia [Highest Authority] have no means to render any serious resigore and more complicated.
tance to the enemy. The enemy stepped up its activity of
On 29 September 29 | met KIM IL In this connection, he would like to askdropping paratroopers into the territory of
SUNG upon his request. my advice regarding his letter to Comradé&lorth Korea with the task of gathering intel-
PAK HON-YONG was present at theSTALIN. They discussed this idea and warligence on what deliveries are being shipped
meeting. In the beginning of the conversao send the letter. from the Soviet Union and to conduct sub-
tion KIM IL SUNG asked me whetherlwas | responded that | could give no adviceversive activities. Reactionary forces are

aware of the military situation at the front.on this matter. At that moment, PAK HON-raising their heads in North Korea.
| replied that | did not know the latestY ONG joined the conversation and said that
one. they had already drafted a letter, that the SHTYKOV
Then KIM IL SUNG briefly ex- WPKs Political Council had discussed it30.1X.50
plained to me the predicament of his troopand they wanted to familiarize me with itsNo. 1340
on the basis of the report of the Front Contontent. Typed by Lobyseva on 09/30/50 at 16:55
mander and asked my advice as to whatone | dodged the reading by saying that ip.m.
could do in order to improve the situation atvas up to the Political Council what its
the front. KIM IL SUNG believes thatin themembers were going to write in their letter[Source: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 347,
wake of the enemy’s having occupied the 0On28.9.50, [A.l.] SHABSHIN, a mem- listy 46-49]
Syarye mountainrange and movingintothkeer of MATVEYEV'S group, told
rear of the Second Army Group the fronMATVEYEV and myself that at a chance
situation is becoming particularly trouble-meeting with PAK HON-YONG the latter Document 6: Ciphered Telegram,
some. Earlierthey hoped that they would b®ld him that the Political Council had dis-DPRK leader Kim Il Sung and South
able to withdraw troops in an organizedussed and adopted a text of the letter adlorean Communist leader Pak Hon-
manner. But because of their poor discdressed to comradStalin, containing a re- Yong to Stalin (via Shtykov), 29 Sep-
pline and failure to fulfill orders, the enemyquest to aid Korea with air support. tember 1950
managed to cut off the First Army Group  PAK informed SHABSHIN that they
and is moving to cut off the Second Armyhad dispatched a letter in reply to MAO CIPHERED TELEGRAM # 600308/sh
Group by its breakthrough toward P"UNGGEZEDONG which contained a hint about aid.
[BUNKEI] and JIJYON [TISEN]. It was obvious that they [Kim and Pak -Sent from Pyongyang by wire on 09/30/50
The situation in Seoul is also murky AM] were not satisfied with my earlier reply at 20:35 p.m.
His orders notwithstanding, CH'OEand they did not know what to do with theiReceived in Moscow on 09/30/50 at 23:32
YONGGON does not report anything, deletter to Comrade STALIN. p.m.
spite the fact that a line of communications  KIM IL SUNG and PAK HON-YONG Arrived in the 8 MDGS on 09/30/50 at
with him is available. are nervous. Inthe present difficult situatior23:30 p.m.
| replied that it was hard for me toone can feel some confusion and hopelesBeciphered by Mikhaylenko on 10/01/50
advise anything regarding this matter beness. at 0:35 a.m.
cause | did not know the predicament of the  The military situation has worsened drabDistribution list - 12 copies:
KPA troops and their location, however, imatically lately. The adversary managed t8talin - 2, Molotov - 1, Malenkov - 1,
would consider it expedient for KIM IL cut off the entire First Army Group com-Beria -1, Mikoyan - 1, Kaganovich - 1,
SUNG to take urgent steps to organize dposed of six divisions and two brigades, aBulganin - 1, Gromyko - 1.
fense along the 38th parallel, including imwell as, by advancing to the vicinity of
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Extremely Urgent restore its prestige and to implement by angan aggression ultimately will be success-
means its long-held plans of conquerindul.

MOSCOW Korea and transforming it into its military- In order to provide troops with all the

To Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the  strategic bridgehead, on 16.9.50, the U.8ecessary supplies and to feed the frontline
USSR performed an assault landing operation anglithout any interruption, first of all, we need

Comrade GROMYKO landed a considerable number of troops and have an appropriate air force. But we do

armaments in the vicinity of Inch’én afternot possess well-trained pilots.
| herewith relay the text of a letter ad-having mobilized almost all its land, naval, = Dear Comrade STALIN, we are deter-
dressed to Comrade STALIN which | re-and air troops deployed in the Pacific oceamined to overcome all the difficulties facing
ceived from KIM IL SUNG and PAK HON- The enemy took over Inch’6n and is engageas so that Korea will not be a colony and a

YONG (translation from the Korean). in street combats in the city of Seoul itselfmilitary springboard of the U.S. imperial-
This letter was handed over to me byhe military situation became perilous. ists. We will fight for the independence,
PAK HON-YONG in person. The units of our People’s Army hero-democracy and happiness of our people to

ically fight against advancing assault landthe last drop of blood. Therefore, with all

ing units of the enemy. However, we coneur energy we are taking decisive measures
SHTYKOV sideritnecessary to report to You about ther the formation and training of many new

emergence of very unfavorable conditiondivisions with the aim of using more than

No. 1351 for us. 100,000 troops mobilized in South Korea
The enemy’s air force numbering aboufcaptured in South Korea - AM] in the most
Enclosure: 4-page letter. athousand airplanes of various types, facirggdvantageous operational areas, as well as

no rebuff from our side, totally dominate thearming the entire people so as to be prepared
This letter was cabled to Comrade Stalin air space and perform air raids at the fronte fight a protracted war.
on 10.01.50 at 12:50 p.m. and in the rear day and night. Atthe fronts, This notwithstanding, if the enemy does
under the air cover of hundreds of airplanesot give us time to implement the measures
Typed by Shcherbakova on 10/01/50 at the motorized units of the enemy engage wghich we plan, and, making use of our

1:45 a.m. in combat at their free will and inflict greatextremely grave situation, steps up its offen-
losses to our manpower and destroy owive operations into North Korea, then we

A A armaments. Moreover, by freely destroyingvill not be able to stop the enemy troops

railroads and highways, telegraph and telesolely with our own forces.

Moscow, Kremlin. phone communicationslines, means oftrans- Therefore, dear losif Vissarionovich,

portation and other facilities, the enemy’sve cannot help asking You to provide us
DEEPLY RESPECTED losif air force impedes the provision of suppliesvith special assistance. In other words, at
Vissarionovich STALIN. to our combat units and bars maneuvers ltge moment when the enemy troops cross

our troops, thereby making their timely reover the 38th parallel we will badly need
On behalf of the Workers’ Party ofdeployments impossible. We experiencdirect military assistance from the Soviet
Korea, we express to You, the liberator athis difficulty on all fronts. Union.
the Korean people and the leader of the Having cut off all the communications If for any reason this is impossible,
working peoples of the entire world, oudines of our troops and joined the assaufilease assist us by forming international
profound gratitude for compassion and agerce that landed in Inch’én with the units ofvolunteer units in China and other countries
sistance which You constantly provide tdheir southern front that broke through ouof people’s democracy for rendering mili-
our people struggling for the freedom androntline, the adversary has a real opportuary assistance to our struggle.
independence of its Motherland. nity to take over the city of Seoul com-  We request Your directive regarding
In this letter, we would like to brief You pletely. the aforementioned proposal.
on the current situation at the fronts of the As a result, the units of the People’s
liberation war of our people against théArmy that are still fighting in the southernRespectfully, The CC of the Workers’ Party
American aggressors. part of Korea have been cut off from thef Korea
Prior to the assault landing at Inch’émorthern part of Korea, they are torn into
(Chemulp’o) one could not judge the situapieces and cannot receive munitions, arma- KIM IL SUNG, PAK HON-YONG
tion at the fronts as unfavorable to us. Thments, and food rations. Moreover, some
adversary, suffering one defeat after arunits do not have any communication witl29 September 1950
other, was cornered into a tiny piece of landach other, while some of them are sur-
at the southern-most tip of South Korea andunded by enemy troops. [Source: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 347,
we had a great chance of winning a victory  After taking over Seoul completely, thelisty 41-45]
in the last decisive battles. enemy is likely to launch a further offensive
Such a situation considerably damageitito North Korea. Therefore, we believe thaDocument 7: Ciphered Telegram,
the military authority of the United Statesif in future the above-mentioned conditiong=ilippov (Stalin) to Soviet Ambassador
Therefore, in those conditions, in order tanfavorable to us continue, then the Amerin Beijing (N.V. Roshchin) with message
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for Zhou Enlai, 5 July 1950 the Meeting of the Politburo of the CC
VKP(b) Comrade STALIN L.V.
CIPHERED TELEGRAM # 3172 Decision dated 30 September 1950 The Ambassador of the USSR to the
DPRK Comrade Shtykov has reported that
Coded, only by wire as a result of air bombardments by the U.S.
Submitted at 23:45 p.m. on 07/05/50 118.Telegram from Comrade Matveyev # Air Force many enterprises of the DPRK
Distribution List - 3 copies: Stalin - 2, 1298. have been ruined and are notin operation. At
Molotov -1 the present time, Koreans do not intend to
To BEIJING, [SOVIET] AMBASSA- The attached draft of the reply to Comrebuild these factories and plants.
DOR rade Matveyev regarding his telegram# 1298 In this situation Comrade Shtykov con-
has been approved. siders it expedient to send some of the Soviet
specialists back to the Soviet Union and asks

Re Your ciphered telegrams ## 1112- to be given the right to dispatch the Soviet
1126 SECRETARY OF THE CC experts back to the USSR regardless of the

length of their stay in Korea upon consulta-

Tell Zhou Enlai the following: ooxooxk k% tions with the government of the DPRK.

1. We agree with the opinion of Chi- Comr. Shtykov also requests that he be
nese comrades regarding the Indian inter-Attachment to the Decision of the Polit- permitted, at his judgement and upon con-
mediation in the matter of admitting the buro #78 on #118 sultations with heads of the Soviet organiza-
People’s [Republic of] China into the UNPYONGYANG tions in Korea, to evacuate some of their
membership. To MATVEYEV [ZAKHAROV] personnel working in Korea without whom

2. We consider it correct to concentrate RE: #1298 they can still continue to do their work.
immediately 9 Chinese divisions on the The M[inistry of] F[oreign] A[ffairs of

Chinese-Korean border for volunteers’ ac- We consider correct the decisionghe] USSR considers it possible to recall
tions in North Korea in the event of theadopted by Kim Il Sung at his meeting withsome of the Soviet specialists from the DPRK
enemy’s crossing the 38th parallel. We wilYou, in particular, regarding the combiningonly if the initiative for their return to the
do our best to provide the air cover for thesef the duties of the Supreme Commander-irsoviet Union were to come from the govern-
units. Chief and Defense Minister in the hands ofent of the DPRK.

3. Your report about the flights of theKim Il Sung, the establishment of the Staffat  As far as Comr. Shtykov’'s suggestion
Soviet aircraft over the Manchurian territhe office of the Supreme Commander-inabout the evacuation of the personnel of the
tory has not been confirmed. But we hav€hief, the formation of six divisions andSoviet organizations from the DPRK, the
issued an order not to permit such ovewithdrawal of manpower reserves from SoutMFA [of the] USSR proposes that we main-
flights. Korea. tain the existing procedures according to

The formation of six divisions must bewhich the recall of personnel is to be done
FILIPPOV][STALIN] accelerated. Necessary armaments, ammuia the MFA of the USSR upon consulta-
nition, and other materials will be suppliedions with appropriate ministries and organi-

_373/sh from October 5 to October 20. zations of the USSR.
5.7.50 [5 July 1950] As far as the question about the expedi- A draft [cable to Shtykov - AM] is
Typed by Stepanova at 0:55 a.m. on 07/ ency of recommending that Kim Il Sung aslattached.
06/50 the Chinese friends to dispatch drivers to | request Your consideration.

Korea, You may give such advice but with-
[Source: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 331put citing Moscow. A. GROMYKO
list 79]

Upon the directive of Instantsia 30 September 1950
# 182-sh

Document 8: Draft Telegram, Chan Fu CHAN FU][STALIN] 1 copy
(Stalin) to Matveyev (Zakharov), 30
September 1950 [Source: APRF, fond 3, opis 65, delo 827,

listy 100-101] Attachment
VKP(b) CC TOP PRIORITY
# P78/118
09/30/50 Document 9: Memorandum Gromyko  To PYONGYANG,
To: Cmrds. Malenkov, Bulganin, to Stalin, 30 September 1950, with draft To SOVIET AMBASSADOR
Vasilevsky cable from Gromyko to Shtykov

In connection with the present situation
Extract Minutes from Protocol #78 of ~ Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR  the evacuation of the Soviet specialists from
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Korea may take place only when the initialel. However, the 1 [First] and 2 [Secondfeels compassion toward them and will help
tive for the return of any such specialist&\rmy Groups’ Commands failed to imple-them out. They must leave heavy weapons
comes from the government of the DPRKment Kim Il Sung’s order for the withdrawalbehind and try to get to the north by all
You should not display any initiative of yourof troops northward, which allowed the U.Smeans, by using the cover of night and the
own in raising the issue of the evacuation dfoops to cut them off and surround themareas unoccupied by the enemy yet. You
Soviet specialist before the Koreans do. Our Korean friends have no troops capableave the possibility of rescuing thereby the
Thereturn of the personnel of the Sovietf resistance in the vicinity of Seoul. Hencemost valuable asset, that is, the cadres.
organizations working in the DPRK to theone needs to consider the way toward the Take all the necessary measures to
Soviet Union should be done in the previ38th parallel wide open. implement this directive.
ously-established order, thatis, viathe MFA I think that if in the current situation you Telegraph the fulfillment.
of the USSR upon consultations with approeonsider it possible to send troops to assist
priate ministries and organizations of théhe Koreans, then you should move at least CHAN FU][STALIN]
USSR. five-six divisions toward the 38th parallel a2 October 1950
You should inform the MFA of the once so as to give our Korean comrades an
USSR about each case of pending return opportunity to organize combat reservefSource: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 347,
the Soviet specialists from Korea well innorth of the 38th parallel under the cover dist 64]
advance. your troops. The Chinese divisions could be
considered as volunteers, with Chinese in
A. Gromyko command at the head, of course. Document 12: Ciphered telegram from
I have notinformed and am not going tdkoshchin in Beijing to Filippov [Stalin],
[Source: APRF, fond 3, opis 65, delo 827,inform our Korean friends about this idea3 October 1950, conveying 2 October

listy 123, 125] but I have no doubt in my mind that they willL950 message from Mao to Stalin
be glad when they learn about it.
| await your reply. SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION
Document 10: Ciphered Telegram, OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE
Filippov (Stalin) to Mao Zedong and Greetings, SOVIET SOVIET ARMY
Zhou Enlai, 1 October 1950 FILIPPOV][STALIN]

CIPHERED TELEGRA M No. 25199
Transmitted to Bulganin 1 October 1950

On 1.X.50 [1 October 1950] at 3:00 a.m. Copies: Stalin (2), Molotov, Malenkov,
[Source: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 334,Beria, Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin
Ciphered Telegram listy 97-98]
From BEIJING Received 12:15
To BEIJING, SOVIET AMBASSA- 3.10.1950
DOR Document 11: Ciphered Telegram,
(For immediate transmission to MAO Chan Fu (Stalin) to Matveyev TOP PRIORITY T
ZEDONG and ZHOU ENLAL) (Zakharov), 2 October 1950
TO FILIPPOV [STALIN]
| am far away from Moscow on vaca- Ciphered Note (by wire)
tion and somewhat detached from events in | report the answer of MAO ZEDONG
Korea. However, judging by the informa-To PYONGYANG to your [telegram] No. 4581:
tion that | have received from Moscow to- MATVEYEV [ZAKHAROQOV] (transmit- “I received your telegram of 1.10.50 [1
day, | see that the situation of our Korean ted by ciphered telegram) October 1950]. We originally planned to
friends is getting desperate. move several volunteer divisions to North

It was on 16 September already that We constantly point out to You theKorea to render assistance to the Korean
Moscow warned our Korean friends that thexceptional importance of the withdrawal otomrades when the enemy advanced north
landing of the U.S. troops at Chemulp’droops out of the encirclement. In this matef the 38th parallel.

[Inchon] had great significance and waser, the crucial point is to bring the man-  However, having thoughtthis over thor-
aimed at cutting off the First and Secongower and commanding officers back to theughly, we now consider that such actions
Army Groups of the North Koreans fromnorth. may entail extremely serious consequences.
theirrearinthe North. Moscow admonished In the current situation, without delay  In the first place, it is very difficult to
them to withdraw at least four divisionsyou must give instructions to the soldiersesolve the Korean question with a few divi-
from the South immediately, to set up @and officers who are still fighting in thesions (our troops are extremely poorly
frontline to the north and east of Seoul, ansouth to retreat by any means, in groups equipped, there is no confidence in the suc-
later to gradually pull out most of the troopgerson by person, to the north. There is reess of military operations against Ameri-
fighting in the South northward, therebycontinuous frontline. These troops are fightean troops), the enemy can force us to re-
providing for the defense of the 38th paraling on their own territory, so the populatiortreat.
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Inthe second place, itis most likely thaUSA and China, then our entire plan fohas not been taken on this question. This is
this will provoke an open conflict betweerpeaceful construction will be completely ru-our preliminary telegram, we wish to con-
the USA and China, as a consequence iofed, and many people in the country will besult with you. If you agree, then we are ready
which the Soviet Union can also be draggedissatisfied (the wounds inflicted on thdmmediately to send by plane Comrades
into war, and the question would thus bepeople by the war have not yet healed, w#HOU ENLAI and LIN BIAO to your vaca-
come extremely large&kfaine bol'shin. need peace). tion place, to talk over this matter with you

Many comrades in the CC CPC [Cen-  Therefore it is better to show patiencend to report the situation in China and
tral Committee of the Communist Party ofiow, refrain from advancing troops, [andKorea.

China] judge that it is necessary to showctively prepare our forces, which will be  We await your reply.
caution here. more advantageous at the time of war with

Of course, not to send out troops tdhe enemy. MAO ZEDONG 2.10.50"
render assistance is very bad for the Korean Korea, while temporarily suffering de-
comrades, who are presently in such diffifeat, will change the form of the struggleto 1. In our view MAO ZEDONG's an-
culty, and we ourselves feel this keenly; buytartisan war. swer is indicative of a change in the original
if we advance several divisions and the We will convene a meeting of the CC, aposition of the Chinese leadership on the
enemy forces us to retreat; and this morevhich will be present the main comrades oKorean question. It contradicts the earlier
over provokes an open conflict between thearious bureaus of the CC. A final decisiomppraisal, which was repeatedly expressed

MAO TO STALIN, 2 OCTOBER 1950: THE RUSSIAN VERSION
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in conversations of MAO ZEDONG with rades, which took several days. On 1 Octevait-and-see policy, and that without seri-
YUDIN, KOTOV and KONNOV; [and]LIU ber, | sent a letter to Mao Zedong, inquiringus struggle and an imposing display of
SHAOQI with me, which were reported atwhether he could dispatch to Koreaimmed#orce not only would China fail to obtain all
the time. In these conversations, it waately at least five or six divisions under thehese concessions but it would not be able to
noted by them that the people and the PL&over of which our Korean comrades coulget back even Taiwan which at present the
[People’s Liberation Army] are ready toform reserve troops. Mao Zedong replietUnited States clings to as its springboard not
help the Korean people, the fighting spirit ofvith a refusal, saying that he did not want tfor Jiang Jieshi [Chiang Kai-shek], who has
the PLA is high and itis able, if necessary, tdraw the USSR into the war, that the Chines® chance to succeed, but for themselves or
defeat the American troops, regarding themrmy was weak in technical terms, and thdior a militaristic Japan of tomorrow.

as weaker than the Japanese. the war could cause great dissatisfaction Of course, | took into account also [the

2. The Chinese government undoubfnedovol’'stvpin China. | replied to him by possibility] that the USA, despite its
edly could send to Korea not only five-sixthe following letter: unreadiness for a big war, could still be
battle ready divisions, but even more. It drawn into a big war out of [considerations

goes without saying that these Chinese troops “I considered it possible to turn to Youof] prestige, which, inturn, would drag China
are in need of some technical equipping iwith the question of five-six Chinese volundinto the war, and along with this draw into
antitank weapons and to some extent iteer divisions because | was well aware ofthe war the USSR, which is bound with
artillery. number of statements made by the leadinghina by the Mutual Assistance Pact. Should
The reasons for the changes in the posthinese comrades regarding their readineg& fear this? In my opinion, we should not,
tion of the Chinese are not yet clear to us. b move several armies in support of thbecause togetherwe will be strongerthanthe
is possible to suppose that it has been inflikorean comrades if the enemy were to cro$SA and England, while the other European
enced by the international situation, the worghe 38th parallel. | explained the readinessapitalist states (with the exception of Ger-
ening of the position in Korea, [and] theof the Chinese comrades to send troops twany which is unable to provide any assis-
intrigues of the Anglo-American bloc Korea by the fact that China was interestet@dnce to the United States now) do not present
through [Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlallin preventing the danger of the transformaserious military forces. If awar isinevitable,
NEHRU, who has urged the Chinese towartion of Korea into a USA springboard or ahen let it be waged now, and not in a few
patience and abstention [from interventionpridgehead for a future militaristic Japaryears when Japanese militarism will be re-

in order to avoid catastrophe. against China. stored as an ally of the USA and when the
ROSHCHIN While raising before You the questionUSA and Japan will have a ready-made
of dispatching troops to Korea, | consideretridgehead on the continent in a form of the

No. 2270 3.10 5-6 divisions a minimum, not a maximumgentire Korea run by Syngman Rhee.

and | was proceeding from the following  Such were the considerations and pros-
considerations of an international charactepects of an international nature that | pro-

Decliphered by] Araushkin 12.50 3.10 1) the USA, as the Korean eventgeeded from when | was requesting a mini-
[12.50 p.m. 3 October] showed, is not ready at present for a big wanum of five-six divisions from You.”
Typ[ed by] Doronchenkova 13.20 3.10 [k bol'shoi voirg]; Inresponse to this [letter], on October 7,
[1.20 p.m. 3 October] 2) Japan, whose militaristic potentiall received letter from Mao on 7 September
Typ[ed in] 10 copies [copies no.] 9-10 -(tohas not yet been restored, is not capable [gic-October], in which he expresses soli-
file) rendering military assistance to the Ameridarity with the fundamental positions dis-
cans; cussed in my letter and declares that he will

[Source: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 334,  3)the USA will be compelled to yield in dispatch to Korea nine, not six, divisions.
listy 105-106; translation by Kathryn the Korean question to China behind whicBut [he said] that he will send them not now,
Weathersby and Alexandre Mansourov.] stands its ally, the USSR, and will have tbut after some time. He also requested that
agree to such terms of the settlement of thereceive his representatives and discuss
Korean question that would be favorable tsome details of the mission with them. Of
Document 13: Letter, Fyn Si [Stalin] to Korea and that would not give the enemies@ourse, | agreed to receive his representa-

Kim Il Sung (via Shtykov), 8 [7] Octo- possibility to transform Korea into theirtives andto discuss with them a detailed plan
ber 1950 springboard; of military assistance to Korea.
4) for the same reasons, the USA will It is obvious from the above mentioned
not only have to abandon Taiwan, but also tihat You must stand firm and fight for every
PYONGYANG, To SHTYKOV reject the idea of a separate peace with thiey piece of your land, that You have to
for KIM IL SUNG Japanese reactionaries, as well as to abatrengthen resistance to the American occu-

don their plans of revitalizing Japanese inpiers of Korea and prepare reserves, using
perialism and of converting Japan into theifor this purpose the military cadres of the
Comrade Kim Il Sung! springboard in the Far East. Korean People’s Army coming out from the
In this regard, | proceeded from theencirclement. Also, this shows that You are
My reply has been delayed because afssumptionthat China could notextractthesibsolutely right in your proposal that we
my consultations with the Chinese comeoncessions if it were to adopt a passivieansfer all Korean comrades studying in the
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USSR into the pilot training program. concerning the temporary evacuation of sonmézations and their families, follow the in-

| will keep you informed about further Soviet specialists upon consultations witlstructions laid out in our telegram # 18909.
talks with the Chinese comrades. 8 Octobahe Korean government, as well as of the Second. You must decide the question
1950. personnel of Soviet organizations in Koreaof the evacuation of families of Soviet citi-

FYN SI[STALIN] GROMYKO
Comrade Shtykov, | ask You to read5-nb
this letter to Kim Il Sung. He may copy it by
hand in your presence, but You may nofAPRF, fond 3, opis 65, delo 827, listy
hand over this letter to Kim Il Sung becausd 21-122]
of its extreme confidentiality.
FYN SI[STALIN]
Document 15: Gromyko and
[Handwritten: This letter was delivered to Vasilevsky to Stalin, 6 October 1950,
Comrade Bulganin on October 7, 1950 at attaching draft cable to Shtykov
22:15 pm.]
[Source: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 347 ,Ministry of Defense of the USSR
listy 65-67] Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR

Distribution list:

Stalin - 1, Molotov - 1, Malenkov - 1,
Beria - 1, Mikoyan - 1, Kaganovich - 1,
Bulganin - 1, Khrushchev - 1.

Document 14: Telegram from
Gromyko to Shtykov Approved by
Soviet Communist Party Central
Committee Politburo, 5 October 1950

zens of Korean nationality from the territory
of Koreaonthe spot, bearing in mind changes
in the situation on the ground.

Third. All the Soviet personnel of the
air commandants’ offices and families of
Soviet military advisers must be evacuated
from the territory of Korea.

Fourth. We agree with your proposal
that, in case of emergency, all the Soviet
citizens, including Soviet citizens of Korean
nationality, be evacuated to the territory of
the USSR and China.
(A. Vasilevsky) (A. Gromyko)
[Source: APRF, fond 3, opis 65, delo 827,
listy 126-127]

Document 16: Ciphered Telegram,
Kim Il Sung to Stalin (via Shtykov), 9
October 1950

Ciphered Telegram # 600382/sh

VKP(b) CC Comrade STALIN L.V.:
# P78/168
05/10/50 In connection with Comrade Shtykov's

To Comrade STALIN I.V.

To: Cmrds Bulganin, Gromyko telegram #1405/sh dated 5 October in which
he pressed the question of the evacuatifROM: PYONGYANG

from Korea of Soviet specialists working in

Korea, personnel of Soviet organizations isent by wire on 10/09/50 at 7:05 a.m.
Korea, families of Soviet citizens of KorearReceived in Moscow on 10/09/50 at 9:38
nationality, staff of the Soviet air comman-a.m.

dants’ offices, and, in case of emergency, alrrived at the 8D/GS on 10/09/50 at 9:45

Extract Minutes from Protocol #78 of
the Meeting of the Politburo of the CC
VKP(b)

Decision dated October 5, 1950

Soviet citizens, we consider it necessary t@.m.

168.The Question of Shtykov.

The attached draft of a telegram ad-
dressed to the Ambassador of the USSR to
the DPRK Com. Shtykov, regarding theA. VASILEVSKY
guestion of the evacuation of Soviet special-
ists and personnel of Soviet organization§ October 1950
from Korea to the USSR, has been apNo. 201-gi
proved.

A. GROMYKO
[signature]

[Attachment]
SECRETARY OF THE CC PRIORITY CABLE
4ak
To PYONGYANG
[Attachment to the Decision of the SOVIET AMBASSADOR.
Politburo #78 regarding #168]
RE: 1405/sh
PYONGYANG

SOVIET AMBASSADOR First.

reply in accordance with the attached drafDeciphered by Morozov on 10/09/50 at

10:45 a.m.

We request your consideration thereoDistribution list - 11 copies: Stalin - 2,

Molotov - 1, Malenkov - 1, Beria - 1,
Mikoyan - 1, Kaganovich - 1, Bulganin -
1.

| herewith transmit a letter of the fol-
lowing contentaddressed to Your name from
comrade KIM IL SUNG:

“Comrade STALIN losif
Vissarionovich,

Let me ask You, dear losif
Vissarionovich, for assistance and advice.
Now it is evident to everybody that

Regarding the question of théhaving made significant achievements in

evacuation of Soviet specialists and theiecent military operations, the American
1304/sh. We agree with your proposaldamilies, as well as personnel of Soviet orgaaggressor will not stop at anything short of
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the complete takeover of all of Korea, and itsquadron of mine-sweepers, the first and theem.
conversion into its military-strategic spring-third assault landing groups.
board for further aggression in the Far East. Ch’éngjin was heavily bombarded from[Source: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 335,

In my opinion, the struggle of our peoplehe air and the sea. list 3]
for its independence, freedom and state sov-
ereignty will be protracted and very hard. [signature] GOLOVKO
Forasuccessful struggle againsta strong [signature] F O K I N Document 19: Ciphered Telegram,
enemy armed with the latest achievementdo. 244cc Roshchin to Filippov (Stalin), 14
of military science and technology we will13 October 1950 October 1950, re Meeting with Mao
have to train pilots, tankists, radio operators, Zedong
and engineering officers urgently. [Source: APRF, fond 3, opis 65, delo 827,
It is very difficult to train them inside list 139] Ciphered Telegram # 25629
our country. Therefore, we turn to You,
comrade STALIN, with the following re- FROM: BEIJING
quest: Received in Moscow on 10/14/50 at 01:38
1. To permit the training of 200-300Document 18: Ciphered Telegram, a.m.
pilots from among Korean students studyin§htykov to Fyn Si (Stalin), 14 October  Deciphered by Yelezov on 10/14/50 at
in the Soviet Union. 1950 02:00 a.m.
2. To permit the training of 1,000 Typed by Rubleva on 10/14/50 at 03:20
tankists, 2,000 pilots, 500 radio operators, Ciphered Telegram # 600428/sh a.m.
and 500 engineering officers from among-ROM: PYONGYANG Cabled by VTCH to the South for Stalin
Soviet Koreans residing in the Soviet Union. Distribution list - 9 copies: Stalin - 2,
| ask You, comrade STALIN, to renderSent by wire on 10/14/50 at 03:15 a.m. Molotov -1, Malenkov - 1, Beria - 1,
us assistance in this regard. Received in Moscow on 10/14/50 at 6:36Mikoyan - 1, Kaganovich - 1, Bulganin -
a.m. 1, 8MDGS - 1.
Respectfully, KIM IL SUNG” Arrived at the 8D/GS on 10/14/50 at 7:10 PRIORITY T
a.m.
| support KIM IL SUNG'S request. Deciphered by Morozov on 10/14/50 at To FILIPPOV [STALIN]
7:45 a.m.
SHTYKOV Distribution list - 11 copies: Stalin - 2, In addition to my No. 2406 (incoming
Molotov-1, Malenkov - 1, Beria - 1, No. 25612), Mao Zedong went on to say:
No. 1447/sh Mikoyan - 1, Kaganovich - 1, Bulganin - Our leading comrades believe that if the
1. U.S. troops advance up to the border of
9 October 1950 China, then Korea will become a dark spot
FYN SI [STALIN] for us [the Chinese - AM] and the Northeast
Typed by Kravchuk on 10/09/50 at 11:20 will be faced with constant menace.
a.m. Inaccordance with your directive dated  Past hesitations by our comrades oc-

13.10.50 I had a meeting with KIM IL SUNG. curred because questions about the interna-
[Source: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 347, PAK HON-YONG was present at thetional situation, questions about the Soviet
listy 72-73] meeting. | read the text of your telegram tassistance to us, and questions about air

them. The content of the telegram caugltiover were not clear to them. At present, all
Document 17: Memorandum, Golovko  KIM IL SUNG and PAK HON-YONG by these questions have been clarified.

and Fokin to Stalin, 13 October 1950 surprise. Mao Zedong pointed out that now it is
KIM IL SUNG stated that it was very advantageous for them to dispatch the Chi-
Comrade STALIN hard for them [to accept Stalin’'s recommemese troops into Korea. The Chinese have
dation - AM], but since there is such advic¢he absolute obligation to send troops to
Accordingto electronic intelligence datathey will fulfill it. Korea.

gathered by the Seventh Fleet, as of 8:00 KIM IL SUNG asked me to read prac- At this point, they are sending the first
a.m., 13 October, the following U.S. battletical recommendations and ordered PAkchelon composed of nine divisions. Al-
ships were noticed in the vicinity of HON-YONG to write them down. He alsothough it is poorly armed, it will be able to
Ch’éngjin: USS “Missouri,” three heavy asked us to help him develop a plan fdightagainstthe troops of Syngman Rhee. In

aircraft carriers (“Valley Forge,” “Leyte,” measures related to this question. the meantime, the Chinese comrades will
“The Philippine Sea”), two escort aircraft have to prepare the second echelon.

carriers (“Sicily,” “Beduin Strait”), three SHTYKOV The main thing that we need, says Mao
heavy cruisers (“Rochester,” “Toledo,” “Hel-No. 1476/sh Zedong, is air power which shall provide us
ena’), three cruisers (“Wooster,” “Juno,”14 October 1950 with air cover. We hope to see its arrival as

“Ceylon”), twelve destroyers, the thirdTyped by Bantsekina on 10/14/50 at 13:3@oon as possible, but not later than in two
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months. 13 Oct 1950
Furthermore, Comrade Mao Zedondtyped:] Sent on 13.X.50
noted that at present the government of the
People’s Republic of China cannot pay ifiSource: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 34]
cash for the armaments delivered. Thelysty 74-75]
hope to receive arms on credit.
Thus, the 1951 budget will not be af-
fected, and it will be easier for them tdDocument 21: Ciphered Telegram, Fyn
explain it to the democrats. Si (Stalin) to Kim 1l Sung, 14 October
In conclusion, Mao Zedong stated tha1950
the leading comrades in the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party be- CIPHERED TELEGRAM # 4829
lieve that the Chinese must come to the
assistance of the Korean comrades in thelio PYONGYANG—SOVIET AMBAS-
difficult struggle. To discuss this matter SADOR
Zhou Enlai will have to meet comrade

Filippov again. Transmit to KIM IL SUNG the follow-
Zhou Enlai is being sent new instrucing message:
tions.
“After vacillations kolebany] and a
ROSHCHIN series of temporary [provisional] decisior
No. 2408 the Chinese comrades at last made a fi

decision to render assistance to Korea w
troops.

I am gladrad] that the final and favor-
able decision for Korea has been made
last.

In this connection, you should consid
the recommendations of the meeting of t
Chinese-Soviet leading comrades, whi
You were told of earlier, annulled. You wi
have to resolve concrete questions regard

13.10 [13 October]

[Source: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 335,
listy 1-2]

Document 20: Ciphered Telegram, Fyn
Si (Stalin) to Kim Il Sung (via Shtykov),
13 October 1950

Ciphered Telegram # 75525/4/6759
(incoming #3735/shs)
(Stalin’s hand-written note)

the Chinese comrades.
The armaments required for the CHh
nese troops will be delivered fromthe USS

PYONGYANG | wish You success.”
To SHTYKOQV for Comrade Kim |l
Sung FYNSI[STALIN]

| have just received a telegram froml4.10.50

Mao Zedong in which he reports that the CTyped by Doronchenkova #8865

CPC [Central Committee of the CommunisMade 2 copies: Stalin - 1, 8MDGS - 1.

Party of China] discussed the situation [in

Korea - AM] again and decided after all tdSource: APRF, fond 45, opis 1, delo 347

render military assistance to the Korean contist 77]

rades, regardless of the insufficient arma-

ment of the Chinese troops. | am awaiting

detailed reports about this matter from Ma@. Although on the front page of the telegram it says t

Zedong. In connection with this new deciit was sent from Pyongyang at 8:10 a.m. on Septen

sion of the Chinese comrades, | ask Youf’ | believe that the date was indicated incorreg
e

postpone temporarlly the |mplementat|on ecause at the end of the telegram it says that it
the telegram sent to You yesterday about thgpatched from Pyongyang at 12:35 p.m. on 27 S
evacuation of North Korea and the retreat g¢mber 1950 (local time) which is 6:35 a.m. of the sal

he Korean tr he north. date Moscow time.
the Korean troops to the nort 2. 8th MDGS stands for the Eighth Main Department]

the General Staff of the Armed Forces of the USSH

i- sis. CWIHP presented a collection of new
5 released Soviet documents on the crisis,

( CWIHP ACTIVITIES

AT V WORLD CONGRESS
OF CENTRAL AND
EAST EUROPEAN STUDIES,
POLAND, AUGUST 1995

—

The Cold War International History Proje
(CWIHP) organized several activities in cop-
nection with the V World Congress of Centrfl
and East European Studies, held at Wardaw
University on 6-11 August 1995.

CWIHP, in cooperation with the Nation
Security Archive (a non-governmental repogi-
tory for declassified documents and reseafch
institute located at George Washington Univegr-
sity), co-organized three panels at the War

lin), and Malcolm Byrne (National Securit
Arrchive); and “Cold War Flashpoints,” witl
Qladislav zubok (National Security Archive},
tr]Johanna Granville (Carnegie-Mellon Univey-
sity), Byrne, and Kramer. Malcolm Byrngp
chaired a session on “New Opportunities
aResearch and the Issue of Opennessin Cold
Studies,” with presentations by Hope Harris
br (Lafayette College), Sven Holtsmark (Norw-
1egian Institute for Defense Studies), Hershbg
‘hand Zubok.
[ During the conference, CWIHP, the N-
tional Security Archive, and the Institute ¢f
N@olitical Studies, Polish Academy of Sciencgs,

S
h

the entry of the Chinese troops jointly with conducted a day-long workshop on current sctfol-

Cri-
y-

in-
cluded Politburo minutes, selected, translale,

arship and research on the 1980-81 Polish

annotated, and introduced by Mark Kramégr,
while the Archive assembled declassified U|S.
documents obtained through the Freedomj of
Information Act. Plans were discussed to hgld
an oral history conference on the 1980-81 Pofsh
Crisis, gathering key Polish, Russian, and Amgri-
cansinvolved in the events, in the spring of 1497
in Poland. Meetings were also held with G¢r-
man and Hungarian colleagues regarding, fre-
spectively, meetings for scholars to present rlew
East-bloc evidence on the 1953 East Gerrpan
uprising and the 1956 Hungarian crisis whifh
are planned in connection with the Natiorfal
aSecurity Archive’s “Cold War Flashpoints
beproject and will be co-sponsored by CWIHP,
ly In conjunction with the Warsaw gathering,

cause of a typo. It should be dated as of Septembdr 24ershberg and Byrne gave presentations fre-

a§arding CWIHP’s and the Archive’s activiti
FPat the International Librarians’ Conference gn
"CLibraries in Europe’s Post-Communist Coup-
tries, held near Krakow, Poland, at Jagellonfan

pf = ™~ . - .
_ University’s Polonia Institute (Przegorzaly) dn

FYN SI[STALIN]

3-5 August 1995.
| g




Cumings ard Weathersky—AR. .

11 July 1995 trary, charged Kim two percent—about whamander of the Korean Military Advisory
mortgages cost in the U.S. then.) Group (KMAG) “to recover high ground in
To the Editor: Document #7, Stalin’s telegram to RusNorth Korea occupied by [the] South Ko-

sian ambassador to P'ydngyang Shtykov arean Army.” Before dawn it launched strong

Since Kathryn Weathersby chose onc80 January 1950, does not say whatrtillery barrages andthenat5:30a.m., 4000
again to stigmatize my work (as “revision\Weathersby says it does, namely, it does nat 6000 North Korean border guards at-
ist”) in the spring 1995 issue of the CWIHP'reveal so bluntly” Stalin’s strategic think-tacked the salient. They routed the South
Bulletin, perhaps | might be permitted aing or his “perfect mafioso style.” Instead itKorean defenders, destroying two compa-
comment. The documents that she reprehows Stalin appearing to be more interesteies of ROK soldiers and leaving hundreds
duced, selectively culled from avastly largethan at any previous point in Kim Il Sung’'sdead.
archive and handcarried to Seoul by a Borglans for South Korea, without a hintofwhat  Virtual panic ensued at high levels of
Yeltsin beseeching South Korea to aid th8talin’s own strategic thinking mightbe. Drthe South Korean government, leading
faltering Russian economy, are quite intetWeathersby thinks the timing of this chang&yngman Rhee and his favored high officers
esting but in ways that she does not seemitoto be explained by Dean Acheson’s fameid the army to argue that the only way to
understand. press club speech on January 12, which istelieve pressure on Ongjin was to drive

Document #1, a standard transcript oissume a Stalin so inexperienced as to takerth to Ch’orwon—which happened to be
Kim Il Sung’'s meeting with Stalin on 5 Acheson'’s public statement of a private policgbout 20 miles into North Korean territory.
March 1949 widely circulated for use insideat face value (and even the public statemeRhee, who was meeting with Chiang Kai-
the Soviet government, is impressive priis always misread by scholars). Finallyshek [Jiang Jieshi] in a southern Korean
marily for how bland it is, adding very little Stalin’s request that Kim send 25,000 tons gfort, returned to Seoul and dressed down his
to the existing record. If anything it illus-lead (whether gratis or for a price is notdefense minister for not having “attacked
trates how distant Stalin was from the Komentioned) is no more “mafioso” than thehe North” after the Ongjin debacle. The
rean situation, probing Kim on what kind ofU.S. more or less telling South Korea that kmerican ambassador and the KMAG com-
an army he had, what kind South Korea haejould require Korea's entire annual outputmander both intervened, since an attack on
and whether he had utilized the “nationabf tungsten in the early 1950s, to make up f&h’orwon would, in the words of the latter,
bourgeoisie” to organize trade (which Kimthe lost tungsten supplies of southern Chin&cause heavy civil war and might spread.”
indeed had done). This transcript adds Documents number two through six ar&he South did not move against Ch’orwon,
virtually nothing to what has been known otonsiderably more interesting, but remaibut attacks from both sides across the paral-
this meeting, arelatively full record of whichinexplicable unless placed against the baclel onthe Ongjin peninsula continued through
can be found in an archive of captured Nortand-forth logic of the developing civil con-the end of 1949.
Korean materials in Washington. But ifflict on the peninsula, with full knowledge of Al this is based on unimpeachable
does appear to show that no secret militaryhat the South and the U.S. were doing. Thmerican archival documentation, some of
alliance or agreement issued forth from thisritical issue in these documentsnot a which was reproduced in the 1949 Korea
meeting, as the South long claimed. wholesale invasion of the South, but a milipapers of thé&oreign Relations of the U.S.

This document certainly does not protary operation to seize the Ongjin Peninsuland which | treated at length in my 1990
vide evidence for Dr. Weathersby’s assemwhich juts southward from the 38th parallebook. When we now look at both sides of the
tion that the meeting was “revealing in a&on Korea’s west coast, reachable from thgarallel with the help of Soviet materials, we
most intimate way [of] the nature of theSouth only by sea or by an overland routeee how similar the Russians were in seek-
relationship” between the USSR and théhrough North Koreanterritory. Thisiswherdng to restrain hotheaded Korean leaders,
DPRK or that North Korea was “utterly the Korean War conventionally dated fronincluding the two chiefs of state. Indeed,
dependent” on the USSR. The capture®5 June 1950 began, and where fightingvo key Russian Embassy officials seeking
archive has large numbers of documents dretween the South and North began onté restrain Kim used language almost iden-
Korean-Soviettrade, negotiations over variMay 1949—in a battle probably started byical to that which John Foster Dulles used
ous exchanges, and proof that some préhe South, according to the most reliablevith Rhee in his June 1950 discussions in
cious Korean minerals, like gold and monaaccounts. Seoul (both, upon hearing Kim or Rhee
zite (when refined, useful for a thorium  According to these Soviet documentsijeclaim their desire to attack the other side,
atomic bomb) were indeed transferred itKim Il Sung first broached the idea of arftried to switch the discussion to a general
large quantities to Russia. (I covered thisperation against Ongjin to Shtykov on 12heme,” to quote from document #6). We
briefly in my Origins of the Korean Wa August 1949. This came on the heels of theee that Kim Il Sung, like southern leaders,
volume 2 [Princeton University Press, 1990}higgest Ongjin battle of 1949, initiated orwanted to bite off a chunk of exposed terri-
pp. 151-2, 340-45.) These voluminous maAugust 4 by the North to dislodge Southory or grab a small city—all of Kaesong for
terials still do not prove North Korea's utterKorean army units holding Unp’a Mountain,example, which is bisected by the 38th par-
dependency on the USSR, especially whem salient above the 38th parallel which thallel, or Haeju city just above the parallel on
contrasted to South Korea, which had haBouth had aggressed against in a previo@ngjin, which southern commanders wanted
its annual budget and five-sixths of its imbattle and the summit of which commandetb occupy in 1949-50.
ports in the 1950s provided virtually gratismuch of the terrain to the north. The North  The Sovietdocuments also demonstrate
by the United States. (Stalin, to the consought, in the words of the American comthe hardwonlearnedlogic of this civil war
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by late 1949, namely, that both sides undeftrise up” to greet northern troop®(igins, of half-century-old documents?) And even
stood that their big power guarantors would990, pp. 456-57). Kim Il Sung trumped upvhen we have every document the Soviets
not help them if they launched an unprothese chargesin showtrialsin 1953, and thewer produced, we will still need the South
voked general attack—or even an assault drad Pak and his close allies executed. Mealerean archives, the North Korean archives,
Ongjin or Ch’orwon. Document #6, a telewhile Kim told Shtykov in January 1950 thathe Chinese archives on both sides of the
gram from the Russian ambassador to Mo$sartisans will not decide the question. Th&aiwan straits, and the American intelli-
cow in January 1950, shows Kim Il Sungeople of the south know that we have gence, signals and cryptography archives,
impatient thathe Souh “is still not instigat- good army.” South Korean “liberation” washefore we will be able to argue on truly solid
ing an attack,” thus to justify his own, ando come courtesy of, and only of, the Koreaground the question we ought all try to
the Russians in P’ydngyang tell him onc®eoples Army. forget, namely, “who started the Korean
again that he cannot attack Ongjin without  Finally, what is absolutely fascinatingcivil war?”
risking general civil war. Meanwhile Rheeabout documents two through six is Kim |l
and his advisors (some of whom were AmeriSung’s basi conceptio of a Korean War, Sincerely yours,
cans with cabinet-level portfolios in the ROKoriginated at least by August 1949: namely,
government) had gotten the message (esgtack tke cul de sa& of Ongjin (which no Bruce Cumings
cially through OSS and CIA operativesane blitzkreig commander would do pre-
Preston Goodfellow) that the US would onlycisely because it is aul de s&), move 1. The armistice did not end discussions of seizing
back Seoulin the case of an unprovoked améstward and grab Kaesong, and then s@egjinand Kaesong, however. Accordingto American
unequivocal attack from the North. Thus thevhat happens. At a minimum this wouldte!ligence reports in February 1955, Syngman Rhee
. . . held “meetings in which Rhee told Korean military
1950 logic for both sides was to see whestablish a much more secure defense gl civilian leaders to prepare for military actions
would be stupid enough to move first, withP’'yéngyang, which was quite vulnerableigainst north Korea,” and in October came reports
Kim itching to invade and hoping for a cleafrom Ongjin and Kaesong. At maximum, itsaying that he had ordered plans for the retaking of
southern provocation, and hotheads in thmight open Seoul to his forces. Thatis, if th2€song and the Ongjin Peninsula. This never hap-
. « , ned, probably because the U.S. once again prevented
South hoping to provoke an “unprovokedsouthern army collapses, move on to Seo Twe from doing it. See declassified information cited
assault, thus to get American help—for thaand occupy it in a few days. And here we segDonald S. MacDonaldJ.S.-Korean Relations from
was the only way the South could hope tthe significance of the collapse of the ROK.beration to Self-Reliare (Boulder, Colorado:
win. What better way for both sides to begi@nd and 7th divisions, 25-27 June 1950Vestview Press, 1992), 23-24, 80.

than to do it in isolated, remote Ongjin, withwhich opened the historic invasion corrider x  x  x % % %
no foreign observers present along the parand placed the Korean People’s Army in
lel? Seoul on the 27th, and why some peoplg \veathersby responds:

Other items in these documents alswith intimate knowledge of the Korean civil
bear comment. They make clear that wetlonflict have speculated that these divisions  professor Cumings attempts to
before the war Kim already had begun playmay have harbored a fifth colum@rigins, downplay the significance of the Russian
ing Moscow off against Beijing, for ex- 1990, pp. 572-73, 582-85). Kim did not byygcuments by asserting, first of all, that the
ample letting Shtykov overhear him say, ainy means get what he wanted out of th§gcuments on the decision-making behind
an apparently drunken luncheon on 19 Janiorean War, but, rest his soul, he got highe North Korean attack on South Korea in
ary 1950, that if the Russians wouldn’t helpninimum demand: Kaesong and Ongjin regyne 1950 published in the previous issue of
him unify the country, “Mao Zedong is hismain firmly on the other side of the 1953 Bulletin were “selectively culled from a
friend and will always help Korea.” Indemilitarized zone.1. vastly larger archive.” In fact, the collection
general this document underscores my point  Readers of tisiBulletin may not be as from the Presidential Archive declassified
that the victory of the Chinese revolutiorinterested in the details of Korean history ag, preparation for Yeltsin’s presentation of a
had an enormous refractory effect on Northam. But they make the point that Koreamortion of them to South Korea includes the
Korea (Qigins, 1990, pp. 369-71), and thathistory is made first and foremost by Koregreat majority of what that archive contains,
North Korea’s China connection was atrumpans, which is something that much of thgg can be ascertained from looking at the
card Kim could play to create some breathkorean War literature (from all sides) stillspg|o” and page numbers. The important
ing room for his regime between the twdails to grasp. The Soviet documents alsgaps in that collection are from April-June
communistgiants. The documents also shoshow that they are merely documents, thaigsg and October 1950, not from the earlier
that Kim’s timing for an invasion was deeplyis, evidence that remains to be interpreteﬁeriod_
influenced by his desire to get large numbengith all the intelligence, hindsight, imagina- Cumings also writes that these docu-
of Korean soldiers back from China, wher¢ion and care that the historian can mustements were “handcarried to Seoul by a Boris
they had been fighting for years with Mao’d~urthermore these documents are highly sg=jisin beseeching South Korea to aid the
forces(Origins, 1990, pp. 451-53). lective, drawn from one portion of one SeCfaltering Russian economy.” Actually,

These documents put to rest forever, ition of one archive, and proferred to a Seoyg|tsin presented them to President Kim
my view, P'yéngyang’s canard that it wasstill socked into the Korean civil struggle byYoung Sam while the latter was in MOSCOW.
Pak Hon-yong, the southern communisht mendicant from Moscow. (Can we imagFurthermore, Yeltsin's government's eco-
leader, who argued for war in 1950 andhe the reverse? An American presidefiomic reasons for wishing to improve rela-
foolishly thought the southern people wouldurrying favor in P’ydngyang with a handfultions with South Korea are only relevant to
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our discussion if this motivation led thetesting him and reinforcing his vulnerabilitylimited military operation on the Ongjin

Russian declassification commission to exsy making him expose himself through hipeninsula. As the Soviet documents show,

clude certain documents, presumably onesplies to such questions. he was correct to conclude that something

that would present the Soviet role in the  Cumings also argues that this transcriptas up on Ongjin. However, he stops his

Korean War in an unfavorable light. As isdoes not provide evidence for my assertioaccount before the punch line. In 1949 Kim

apparent from the documents published ithat North Korea was utterly dependent odid raise the possibility of a limited opera-

this issue as well as the previous issue of thlee Soviet Union. Of course it doesn’t—itiion to seize Ongjin, but the Soviet leader-

Bulletin, unflattering documents have notwould have been ridiculous to claim that iship rejected the plan. In early 1950 Stalin

been excluded; these records are, in faatid. What | wrote was that “the thousands afhanged his mind, and, as the article in this

remarkably frank. pages of documents on post-war Korea in thesue details, in April and May Soviet and
Cumings disparages the usefulness ¢tussian Foreign Ministry archive” show “inNorth Korean military leaders together

the transcript of the first meeting betweemxhaustive detail” that “in the years prior tavorked out a plan for a full-scale offensive

Kim Il Sung and Stalin by describing it as aand during the Korean War, North Koreagainst South Korea. Cumings is right that

“standard transcript...widely circulated forwas utterly dependent economically on thieaders of both sides hoped to gain their

use inside the Soviet government” whictSoviet Union,” a subject | address further ipatron’s support for a war by provoking an

“adds virtually nothing to what has beermy essay inthisissue ofthe CWIBBlIletin. assault by the other side and that “the 1950

known of this meeting.” With regard tothis ~ Cumings adds that the collection of doculogic for both sides was to see who would be

assertion, it must be pointed out that Cumingsents captured by UN forces in Pyongyanstupid enough to move first.” But the end of

has no knowledge of the circulation of thisn the fall of 1950, which is housed in thehe story is that the Soviet Union eventually

transcript within the Soviet governmentNational Archives in Washington, reveadecided to support its client’s plan for mili-

and neither does any other scholar. Furthetensiderable trade between the DPRK artdry reunification while the United States

more, nothing was “widely circulated” the USSR, but “still do not prove Northdid not. Thus, though Cumings is right that

within the Soviet government; in the SovieKorea’s utter dependency on the USSRKorean history is made first and foremost by

context this claim simply makes no sensaVith regard to this argument, it must bé&oreans, the war of 1950-53 was not a

In addition, the account of Kim’'s meetingpointed out that the collection of captureghurely Korean product.

with Stalin provided in the captured docudocuments consists of documents that the Of course it's true, as Cumings notes,

ments is limited to a report of the trip Kim [INorth Koreans left behind when they withthat we must examine the archives from all

Sung presented to a party assembly, in whialrew from Pyongyang in the face of the U.Sthe major actors in the war before we can

he described the agreements reached, tb&l advance into North Korea. They thudully understand this unusually complex

“friendly atmosphere” of the talks, the sitesnclude only those documents that were nabnflict. The Cold War International His-

the delegation visited, etc. Obviously, aonsidered importantenough eithertoevactery Project is facilitating just such a

actual transcript of the meeting with Stalirate or destroy. This is why there is nothing imultiarchival investigation, beginning with

provides a much more substantial piece dhat collection about the planning of the Juna close comparison of the Chinese and Rus-

historical evidence. 1950 attack and no records of high-levedian sources. Nonetheless, certain impor-
As for Cumings’ conclusion that thecorrespondence between Pyongyang amaht questions about the war have been re-

transcript reveals “how distant Stalin wadvloscow. It is not sound reasoning to argusolved by the Russian archival sources; to

from the Korean situation,” it would bethat something was not the case if it is ngiretend otherwise is simply dishonest.

possible to interpret Stalin’s remarks in thislocumented in this collection.

way if one had no knowledge of Soviet/  The captured documents are a very rich

North Korean relations and no knowledgeource of information on many aspects of the

of Stalin’s style with subordinates. Perhapkistory of North Korea that are little illumi-

I should have been more explicit. Stalin warsated in the Soviet documents, such as poli-

very well informed about events in Northtics at the village level, economic records of

Korea. The ranking Soviet official in Northindividual factories, and party personnel ros-

Korea was General T.F. Shtykov, one ofers. Butto get the big picture we must turn

Stalin’s “own men,” who had direct accesso the Russian documents. And to get a

to Stalin, reporting to him outside the norcomplete picture, we must examine both sets

mal channels of the Foreign Ministry anddf records, a laborious undertaking which a

General Staff. Throughout 1949 and 1958andful of scholars from South Korea has

Shtykov regularly communicated with Stalinbegun.

about the situation in Korea, particularly ~ With regard to Cumings’ disagreement

aboutthe U.S. military presence inthe Soutlof my reading of Stalin’s telegram of 30

the opposition movement in the South, andanuary 1950, | refer readers to my article in

the actions of the U.S.-backed governmete present issue ofdlBulletin. Cumings

in Seoul. Stalin’s request to Kim to providegoes on to discuss documents #2-6, recount-

him with information on such topics was ang the reasons why he concluded in his 1990

familiar style of dealing with subordinatesvolume that the war of June 1950 began as a
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SOVIET INTERROGATION OF ministers, stated: such activities secret—as “weather” or “train-
U.S. POWSs IN THE KOREAN WAR Representatives of the MGB of  ing” missions.

the USSR and China came from These flights, which actually began be-

by Laurence Jolidon Peking to conduct further prisoner fore the outbreak of the Korean War and

interrogations, in orderto gainmore  continued for years afterward, were them-
The extensive, covert involvement of  precise information on spy centers, selves responsible for the loss of approxi-
Soviet intelligence in the interrogation of  landing strips and flights over the  mately 140 U.S. pilots and crewmen shot

American prisoners throughout the Korean territory of the Soviet Union. down over or near Sovietterritory. Exceptin
War has been laid bare thanks to a trove of ~ The interrogations will continue  rare cases these men were never publicly
long-secret military documents unearthed in Pekton [Pyoktong]. acknowledged by the U.S. government and

by the U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on  While seemingly cursory and matterthe very existence of their missions was
missing Americans in the former Soviebf-fact, this document had several importanbutinely disavowed.
Union. implications. Just as routinely, the Soviets denied

Despite accounts in the debriefings of  First, it contradicted previous Russiarfinding or capturing any survivors of these
repatriated U.S. POWs—and even briedissurances that Soviet officials had not beahootdowns. They were secret casualties in
mentions in the Western press during anidvolved in the interrogation of Americana secret war. So long as the U.S. and the
immediately following the war—that Rus-POWs. USSR remained superpower enemies, to
sians had questioned U.S. POWSs, Soviet Even after veterans of the Soviet mili-publicly seek their whereabouts would vio-
officials steadfastly maintained for decadetary intelligence service had told the Joinkate their secret status.
that it never happened. Commission of their personal involvement  But the interrogations referred to in the

The Kremlin’s obvious interest in thein numerous interrogations, the Russian sid# November 1952 message were primarily
details of American weapons, strategy andad insisted that the rules under which Sdhose conducted on Americans taken pris-
morale in the Far East—as early-Cold Waviet forces operated in the Korean War thesner in hostile action in the Korean War. In
indicators of what to expect once the battlater forbade such acts. the case of U.S. aviators, they included men
for world supremacy that most assumed As proof, they cited message traffic tashot down over or otherwise forced to ditch
would eventually occur in Europe wasSoviet posts in the war theater dating froror parachute in Manchuria.
joined—had never gone that far, Stalin andanuary 1951, and repeated as a standing By UN Command edict, U.S. planes
his successors argued. order throughout the war, that “our translawere forbidden to enter Chinese air space.

Moscow's leaders hid behind the fic-tors are categorically forbidden to interro-This stipulation was frequently breached by
tion that the Soviet Union, while lendinggate American and British POWSs, or prisont.S. pilots, although it was customary for
moral and logistical support to the troops oérs of any other nationality.” official military records to mask this fact in
North Korean leader Kim Il Sung and air  The Ignatyev-Malenkov message, omfter-action reports.
protection along the Manchurian border foits face, was either a reversal of that policy = Secondly, the 26 November 1952 mes-
the sanctuary it had recently ceded to ther—as some American analysts believed-sage to the Soviet advisor in North Korea is
new Chinese ruler, Mao Zedong, had prima clue that the “categorically forbidden”an important clue to the dynamics of the
rily been a neutral, disinterested party iorder was only for public consumption.  covert war the Soviets were then conducting
Korea. (Inthe course of the Russian-Americatehind the lines in Korea.

But just as Soviet Communist Partydialog on this subject through the meetings Rather than simply sitting back and
archival documents made public in the pastf the Joint Commission, the Russian posiwvaiting for the reports of POW interroga-
few years have drawn a clear, intentiondlon shifted several times. Some Russiations to be sent through channels, from the
and decision-making connection betweemembers of the commission admitted relugrison camps that were ostensibly under the
Stalin’s hand and the North Korean invatantly that one favored method of interrogateontrol of the Chinese army, the Soviets
sion, documents from Soviet military filesing American POWs was to have the Ruswere taking the initiative to monitor and
have deepened our knowledge of what bstans’ questions put to the prisoners by Chdirect the process more directly.
came in effect an extensive, bold, yet largelgese interrogators while the Soviets sat, un-  This speaks to the apparent competition
covert intelligence war conducted by theseen, in an adjacent room. Testimony takdar access to the most valuable POWs—
Soviets north of the 38th parallel. by the commission also made clear that idocumented in wartime accounts of UN

One key document, obtained in Aprilsome cases the Soviets carefully chose Ruysisoners—among the three Communist al-
1994 by investigators from the Pentagon’sian officers of Asiatic cast to do the interrolies in the war.

POW/MIA Affairs Office working under gating.) By the fall and winter of 1952, for
the aegis of the Joint Commission, came While Americans are not specificallyinstance, the Chinese had capitalized on the
from files at the Soviet military archives inmentioned in the Ignatyev-Malenkov meseapture on Manchurian territory of a number
Podolsk. sage, the reference to “flights over the terrief U.S. aviators by charging them with “war

The two-paragraph message, dated 26ry of the Soviet Union” could pertain onlycrimes,” including the much-disputed alle-
November 1952, from S. Ignatyev, the chiefo American reconnaissance flights, disgation of waging “germ warfare” by drop-
Soviet military advisor in North Korea, toguised in public statements by U.S. authorping infected plants and insects while over-
G.M. Malenkov, one of Stalin’s principal ties—who had their own reasons for keepinflying Chinese territory.
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The statement that “interrogations will Captain Charles McDonough was the incident—has been resolved through the
continue in Pekton (Pyoktong),” a city on  taken prisoner. Joint Commission’s efforts.
the North Korean side of the Yalu near the Under interrogation he said: But investigations into other cases, par-
border with China, could be read as a sign The aircraft was shot down at ticularly those related to the testimony of
that the Soviets wished to make it clear that an altitude of 30,000 feet. live Russian witnesses, are continuing; and
the prisoners—and the intelligence gained The crew numbering 3 persons  together, the Senate committee and the Joint

fromtheirinterrogations—should be shared.  bailed out on parachutes. The navi- Commission did become a catalyst for bring-

A later Soviet document, acquired by  gator having landed ran off, where ingto light some of the Soviet Union’s most
the American side of the commission in  theradio operator disappearedto he closely-held secrets regarding the treatment
early 1995, also appears to lift any previous did not see. The captive himself  of Americans in Russian hands.

prohibition against Sovietinvolvementwith ~ was burned and is in a critical con- One clear lesson was that the main tar-
American POWs—if the prohibition ever dition. gets of the Soviet’s intelligence war during
existed. Sent on 29 January 1953, and A second cable, dated the followingkorea were American POWs—and that the
addressed to three top Soviet leadersincluday, added this: most prized among them were the pilots and
ing Lavrenti Beria, then head of the MGB, | am informing you that the pi-  crews of the innovative units of the U.S. Far
the message read: lot from the shot down B-45 aircraft ~ East Air Force. Of men flying the F-86, the
“The minister of public security of died en route and the interrogation most advanced U.S. fighter of the Korean
China, having reported on 27 January 1953 was not finished. War era, a disproportionate several dozen

to our advisor on this decision of the TSK  These two cables—both sentto Marshdhiled to appear among the ranks of the
KPK [the Central Committee of the Chinesestepan Krasovskiy, chief of the Soviet gerrepatriated U.S. POWs when prisoners were
Communist Party], requested that our advieral staff in Moscow—were found in theexchanged in 1953.

sor help the Chinese investigators organizgoviet military archives in Podolsk by civil- The documents on American POWs

the interrogation of the prisoners of war anthn Russian researchers working under thHieom Soviet military archives, takentogether

oversee their work. The MGB advisor waglirection of Dr. Paul Cole, then with thewith the testimony of Soviet veterans of

ordered by us to render such help.” Rand Corp. Cole’s project was authorizeorea and now-declassified papers from

A second document that illustrates the&nder a Pentagon contract with Rand to searthS. archives, clearly point to Soviet com-
involvement of Soviet military intelligence for information in Soviet archives dealingplicity in the disappearance and probable
in the interrogation of American POWSs inwith Americans missing after World War Il,death of dozens, if not hundreds, of those
Korea deals with the 4 December 195the Korean War and Cold War. POWSs who were not repatriated.
shootdown of a USAF RB-45 reconnais- The cables in the McDonough-Lovell  Soviet military data dealing with Ameri-
sance plane. RB-45 case were made available to the Amexdan prisoners in Korea began making its way

None of the four men aboard the plane—ean side of the Joint Commission within &o U.S. authorities and private researchersin
the pilot, Capt. Charles McDonough, twashort time after Cole learned of them in théhe winter of 1991-92, as the administration
other crewmen, and Col. John R. Lovell, &all of 1992 and ultimately became a part obf Mikhail Gorbachev was giving way to his
top-ranking Air Force intelligence officer the large repository of Joint Commissionival, Boris Yeltsin.
believed to be on a mission from the Pentalocuments that comprises the results of the During what many would later charac-
gon—made it back to the U.S. commission’s efforts. terize as a brief “window of opportunity,”

Thus, like the Cold War spy flights, the  After being translated, documents rewhen a mood of genuine reform and open-
RB-45 case was wrapped not only in theeived from the Russian side of the commisiess about past misdeeds seemed to emanate
difficulties of unraveling any MIA case sion, along with transcribed minutes of thérom Moscow, government and private re-
from the tangles of the Korean War but alsdoint Commission’s regular meetings (ususearchers seeking answers aboutU.S. POWs
in the sensitivity that attaches to intelligencelly three times a year), are placed on file @nd MIAs attempted to turn the moment to
missions and personnel. the Library of Congress. their advantage.

The key document discovered so farin  Besides filling gaps in the world’s ex- A number of interested parties in the
the RB-45 case revealed not only that gganding knowledge of Soviet behavior antl).S. government—the State Department,
least one of those aboard was captured aliygglicies, the still-growing collection of docu-Pentagon, National Archives, Library of
but also that Soviet interest and involvements, summaries of papers, lists and tranGengress—decided on a unified approach to

ment in the case was high. lations now available to scholars and thgaining access to files related to missing

Acable dated 17 December 1950, stategeneral public may ultimately help resolve &mericans, and supported the creation of

in part: significant number of American MIA casesthe U.S.-Russia Joint Commission. Each
An aircraft shotdown on 12-4- To date, the Joint Commission’s recorégency or department appointed a represen-

50 of the B-45 type fell in a region on that score has been modest. Only omgtive to the commission, whose co-chair-
70 km to the east of Andun (Man-  actual Cold War MIA case—a U.S. fightermen were former U.S. ambassador to Mos-
churia). The aircraft caught firein  pilot whose remains were retrieved from anow Malcolm Toon for the U.S. and the late
the air and upon falling to the earth  uninhabited coastal island in the Russian F&en. Dmitri Volkogonov, a historian and
burned up completely. The crew Eastafter a Russian man who took part in thrilitary adviser to Yeltsin, for the Russians.
bailed out on parachutes. The pilot  original burial came forward with details of =~ The commission began its work in rela-
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tive obscurity. Butin a move whose motivanumber of Russian citizens who have come
tion and meaning to this day remains somderward as a result of printed and broadcast

what of a mystery, Yeltsin in June 199Zppeals forinformation. (Joint Commissiop™

suddenly announced thata number of Amerstaffers operate on the understanding t
can military prisoners had indeed been heldussian officials will be notified of ang
on Soviet territory. And he vowed an invesinvited to sitin on all interviews of Russian
tigation that would determine whether anyolunteering information to the America
remained alive. side.)

His statement revived the hopes not Now inits fifth year, the Joint Commis
only of thousands of families seeking inforsion remains in operation, although the flo
mation about MIAs in Indochina—the mostof tips and leads has slowed drastically a
vocal and media-noticed segment of ththe frequently stated promise of access
POW/MIA community—but also of a qui- KGB files on foreign POWSs remains unfu
eter and more patient community represenfiled.

CWIHP On-Line
...Is coming!

The Cold War International History
Project (CWIHP) is developing an internet-
accessible system to make publications (in
Weluding the Bulletin and Working Papers),
hé&ranslated documents, and other features
tgvailable via computer. The service is being
_developed in cooperation with the National
Security Archive, a non-governmental, non-

hat

[72)

h

ing the families and friends of nearly 8,200 While conducting ground-breakin
unaccounted-for men from the Korean Wawork that frequently kept the POW/MI

and dozens more from the shootdowns @ommunity’s hopes on razor's edge, the
U.S. spy planes during the 1950s and 19603int Commission also became caught|irearly in 1996, with CWIHP to be part of the
This community—unaligned with and post-Cold War gridlock, as the archival “wir}- Archive’s home-page on the World Wide
largely separate from the academic commutow of opportunity” closed and the RussignWeb. Once in service, users will be able td
nity that had begun to forage in Soviet arside’s hardliners parried with a dwindlinfy 92in access to past, present, and in-progres

chives for its own purposes—had two powand sometimes fractious team of Americ
erful allies inits search for information aboubn the other side.
American MIAs assumed to be in Russian  Areportreleasedinthe summer of 19
hands. by the Task Force Russia—a team of U
Each of these allies—the Senate Seleekperts on Soviet affairs and military inte
Committee on POWs and MIAs and thdigence put together by the U.S. Army-
U.S.-Russia Joint Commission—would end@oncluded that up to 1,000 or more Ame
up disappointing the Korean War and Coldan POWs from the Korean War had be
War MIA community in its own way. shipped to the former Soviet Union for inte
The Senate committee, whose co-chairegation.
were Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts and But the report’s findings were mini
Sen. Robert Smith of New Hampshire, lastechized by Pentagon officials who charge
for one year and drew significant medidhey were more supposition than fact. T

attention. But, predictably, it spent the vaseam of experts who had constructed th@cholars have already provided is being pre-

majority of staff time and investigative ef-case made by the report—Task Force R
fort on Indochina. The life of the committeesia—was effectively disbanded after of

was marked by private and public quarrelgear, and its duties subsumed under thean read Russian may then read the docu

over the value of certain evidence and theentagon’s Office of POW/MIA Affairs.
integrity of some of the witnesses. The currentU.S. position on this issue
But in every case, the context of thehat the strongest available evidence poi

news and controversy was the Vietham Wato the transfer to Soviet territory of a relg

In the public hearings phase, only one dayvely small number of Korean War Ameri

was devoted to Korean War and Cold Wacan POWs—perhaps corresponding to $hex02) 994-7005 (fax).

issues and cases. roughly 25-30 fighter pilot MIAs who are
The Joint Commission, meanwhile, hadelieved to have been among the most priz

begun what can now be seen as an extremelyptives for intelligence purposes.

ambitious attempt to investigate the thou-

sands of intelligence tips and live-sightings

of Americans heldin the former Soviet UnioriLaurence Jolidon is an investigative reporte

from the end of World War Il to the presentvar correspondent, and the authdrlast

day. Seen Alive—The Search for Missing POW
Thanks to some Russian cooperation-from the Korean Wa from which this ar-

or, to put it another way, despite frequerticle was excerpted.

profit research institute and declassified
documents repository located at George
Washington University.

Plans call for the system to go on-ling)

g:WIHP publications, to learn other infor-
mation on CWIHP and related research ac-
3tivities.
One planned feature of the on-line ser-
Svice of special interest to many users will be
- the Russian Archives Documents Databass
—(RADD). RADD, a collaborative effort of
i-CWIHP and the National Security Archive,
biis intended to help inform researchers of
F-documents relevantto Cold War history that
various scholars and scholarly projects have
obtained from Russian archives, and to share|
expenses for translations so that they can bg
dused as widely as possible.
Wanguage inventory of documents which

USrared, and the aim is to put translations on
dine as soon as feasible. Those scholars wi

ments in the Archive reading room, while

isthose who cannot can commission transla:

1t1‘°.ions, which will then be made freely avail-
able. RADD is presently being managed at
“the Archive by Mark H. Doctoroff, who can

| be reached at (202) 994-7239 (telephone) @

As the project moves forward, we are
esben to expanding RADD into REAID—
Russian and East-bloc Documents Data
base—if resources permit and source mate
rials justify this expansion.

Further information on CWIHP’s on-
line service will appear in the nextissue of the
SBulletin. In the meantime, we welcome sug

gestions and (as always) donations of docu
ments and translations for RADD (and

r!

An Englishf

(2]

(o]

=

Russian non-cooperation—the American
side of the commission has been able to visit
some archives and museums and interview a

\ READD). )




