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national and world affairs.
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Dissemination
The program publishes two annual journals—the
Environmental Change and Security Program Report and
the China Environment Series—which are read by
more than 7,000 policymakers, practitioners, jour-
nalists, and interested citizens. ECSP News, the pro-
gram’s e-newsletter, delivers news, summaries, and
invites to thousands of email recipients every month.
To subscribe, please contact ecsp@wilsoncenter.org

ECSP also publishes Focus, a series of papers on
population, environment, and security, as well as orig-
inal research, such as Environmental Peacemaking and
occasional reports like Finding the Source:The Linkages
Between Population and Water and Crouching Suspicions,
Hidden Potential: U.S. Energy and Environmental
Cooperation with China. In addition,ECSP collaborates
with partner organizations to produce new reports on
environmental security, like UNEP’s Understanding
Environment, Conflict, and Cooperation, and USAID’s
Minerals and Conflict Toolkit.

Members of the media interested in environ-
ment, population, and security are invited to visit
ECSP’s Media Room, a one-stop shop for news,
experts, reports, webcasts, and audio files at 
www.wilsoncenter.org/ecsp

Photos by: Peter Arnold, Pietro Cenini, Geoffrey Dabelko, 
David Hawxhurst and Steven L Raymer



Dialogue
As hard security threats dominate the headlines, the
Environmental Change and Security Program
(ECSP) works hard to foster a broader, nonpartisan
debate. We shatter the boundaries separating envi-
ronment, population, and security, and reveal the
links that connect our natural resources—air, water,
land, forests—to conflict and cooperation.We look
behind the headlines to ask, what are the underly-
ing causes of war? Can we preserve peace by work-
ing together to protect the environment? 

ECSP bridges the chasm between academic theo-
rizing and practical policymaking. At more than 50
events a year Beltway insiders quiz big thinkers—like
Jane Goodall, Jared Diamond, Rita Colwell,
R.K. Pachauri, and Jeffrey Sachs—and professors
and practitioners meet political players, such as Gro
Harlem Brundtland, Mikhail Gorbachev,
President Marc Ravalomanana of Madagascar,
Andrew Natsios, General Anthony Zinni, and
Senators Richard Lugar and Max Baucus.

But we are not just about famous names:
ECSP also hosts less visible—but no less insightful—
activists and scholars struggling to improve life in
developing countries.

• Chinese journalist Wang Yongchen reports envi-
ronmental law violations in her radio broadcasts.

• Captain Stephen Talugende combats AIDS in
the Ugandan army.

• Thai parliamentarian and entrepreneur Mechai
Viravaidya leverages private enterprise to conserve
biodiversity and improve health care.

• Russian activist and former prisoner Alexander
Nikitin blows the whistle on military pollution.

You don’t hear these names on the nightly news, but
we give them a seat at the table.

Topics
China Environment Forum
ECSP’s China Environment Forum creates pro-
gramming, publications, and study tours to encour-
age dialogue among U.S. and Chinese scholars, pol-
icymakers, and nongovernmental organizations on
environmental and energy challenges in China.

Environment and Security
Environmental challenges can threaten human and
national security. But cooperatively managing these
challenges can also build confidence and contribute
to peace. ECSP brings policymakers, practitioners,
and scholars from around the world to address the
public on the “disarmament policy of the future”—
environmental security.

Population, Health, and Environment
Global population dynamics—such as urbanization,
“youth bulge,” migration, and the spread of
HIV/AIDS—can affect political stability and vio-
lent conflict. ECSP’s Population, Health, and
Environment Initiative explores the linkages among
reproductive health, infectious disease, and natural
resource management, within the context of for-
eign policy and global security.

Water: Navigating Peace
Water is essential to life, yet analysis of water issues is
stuck in outmoded paradigms. ECSP pro-
grams and publications examine water’s
potential to spur conflict and coopera-
tion, its role in economic develop-
ment, and its relationship to health
and disease.

“Environmental security is then
disarmament policy of the future.”

—Klaus Toepfer, Executive-Director of the 
United Nations Environment Programme

Klaus Toepfer chose the Woodrow Wilson
Center’s Environmental Change &
Security Program to deliver this mes-
sage to U.S. policymakers. Why? Because
he believes it is the “leading institute
for environmental security in the
United States.”

Mission
to promote dialogue on the 
connections among environmental,
health, and population dynamics
and their links to conflict, human
insecurity, and foreign policy.


