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4182 or at ecspwwic@wwic.si.edu.
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NEW INITIATIVE FROM ECSP

Navigating Peace: Forging New Water Partnerships

The Problems

Water has an intimate relationship with global human insecurity. More than one billion people lack
access to safe water supplies, and 2.4 billion do not have access to adequate sanitation. Over three
million people—mostly children—die each year from water-related diseases. About forty percent of
the world’s population depends on river basins that are shared among two or more countries, raising
the possibility of conflict over water access and quality. And by 2050, between four and seven billion
people will likely live under conditions of water scarcity or stress.

Needed: New Synergies

Twentieth-century policies designed to provide universal water equity, access, and quality have
clearly failed. Policymakers, practitioners, and researchers now have a critical window of opportunity
to advance a global agenda on water issues. For that effort to be effective, however, it needs new tools
and new paradigms. Widening the water community and facilitating dialogue among its disparate
parts is necessary to infuse fresh and synergistic thinking into the drive for sustainable water
practices.

Navigating Peace

Funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York, “Navigating Peace: Forging New Water
Partnerships” will facilitate over the next two years a sustained dialogue on critical water issues
among a diverse set of individuals and organizations.

Three working groups—on balancing the social and economic values of water; on water’s potential
to spur both conflict and cooperation; and on lessons learned from dialogue on water conflict
resolution between the United States and China—will generate policy alternatives on their issue
areas. The initiative aims to create networks that reframe stale debates about water and contribute
new thinking to the critical human security questions of the new century.

For more information and to view products of the Navigating Peace Initiative,

visit our Web site at http://ecsp.si.edu

Announcements
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EXPLORING LINKAGES BETWEEN ENVIRONMENT,
DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABLE PEACE

By Ariel Méndez

In December 2001, ECSP joined the Costa Rican NGO FUNPADEM (The Foreign Service Foundation
for Peace and Democracy) and Adelphi Research of Berlin to form the Environment, Development and

Sustainable Peace (EDSP) Initiative. The EDSP Initiative is a new effort towards overcoming the divide
that splits Northern and Southern intellectuals and policymakers on environmental security issues. The
partnership is designed to help develop a global agenda—formulated by and acceptable to both North
and the South—that is truly capable of addressing current environmental conflicts.

The Need for Southern Input

According to both FUNPADEM Director Alexander Lopez and Alexander Carius, director of Adelphi
Research, scholars in the North have dominated the environmental security thinking that links
environmental and resource issues to violent conflict. But Carius and Lopez, EDSP co-directors,  say that
these scholars developed such conceptual linkages without sufficient foundation in Southern realities.

As a consequence, they argue, environmental security researchers have not been able to provide more
than limited policy recommendations that do not encompass the full scope of the problem. Furthermore,
because these researchers have not sufficiently consulted and integrated developing-country perspectives,
many government officials and NGOs in developing countries have rejected environmental security
initiatives altogether. Developing countries, for example, have repeatedly stymied efforts in the UN to
constitute a “green helmets” force to respond to environmental disasters.

Lopez says that environmental security is doomed to marginalization if its debates and principles fail to
include Southern input. Many of the Northern discussions of environmental security, he says, have focused
on how to incorporate environmental factors into existing traditional security institutions such as NATO.
Lopez argues that this stress will not work in the South, where the traditional security regimes themselves
are sometimes repressive and are involved in activities such as illegal logging.

“You cannot [incorporate environmental factors into existing institutions] in the same way in the South,”
he says, “because those traditional institutions that are formally responsible for providing security have
been the ones providing insecurity instead.”

Carius adds that the problem is less one of ignorance than of misunderstanding. According to Carius,
while many Northern academic and policymaking institutions are quite aware of Southern problems,
they have failed to produce a working strategy to prevent conflict related to environmental stress. He, too,
blames the academic community for going too far in emphasizing worst-case scenarios without incorporating
a Southern perspective. Carius says the policymaking community seized on the worst-case scenarios and
built policies focusing mostly on the potential for conflict while neglecting, for example, the potential for
cooperation around environmental issues.

“This is [an area],” says Carius, “where the academic community worldwide failed because they have not
been really aware, at least I can say this for some European countries, how influential they’ve been with
their debate.”

continued on page 322
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EDSP: Inclusion, Communication, and Development

So how can Northern institutions become aware of the best methods to deal with Southern environmental
insecurity? The solution, Carius and Lopez say, is
to move away from a theoretical examination of
the role the environment plays in violent conflict
and towards developing a global agenda that is
driven by a Southern perspective. Such an agenda
must incorporate the knowledge of people who
deal with issues of environmental insecurity on a
regular—in some cases even daily—basis. “Most
of the [environmental secur ity] debate,” says
Car ius, “is focusing on government-[to]-
government initiatives, neglecting…the role of
NGOs in the local communities.”

Originating from discussions held at the Bellagio
Forum on Sustainable Development, the EDSP
Initiative will tackle the development of this agenda
head-on. “Communication is a very strong aspect
of our project,” says Carius. “We created a group
of concerned people from the South and we expect
them to send out a very clear message to the

worldwide community.” The EDSP Initiative plans to hold regional policy-briefing sessions in the capitals
of its host countries as well as in Johannesburg, South Africa during the upcoming World Summit on
Sustainable Development.

Carius and Lopez say that the EDSP Initiative differs from other initiatives in its focus on not just conflict
but development issues as well—what Lopez calls the “positive side of the environmental conflict equation.”

“That means creating the opportunity to avoid conflict in a constructive way,” says Lopez. Carius adds that
EDSP’s inclusion of development is also necessary to alleviate Southern fears of a “militarization of the
environmental debate or of a dominance of environmental issues against development issues.”

The EDSP Initiative hopes to succeed where the environmental security debate has failed in the past. “We
will succeed,” says Lopez, “if in fact we are able to facilitate the dialogue between Northern and Southern
communities. Not only between the scholars that has been traditional, but also between policymakers and
journalists and people from the civil society.”

Ariel Méndez is an ECSP project assistant. For more information about the EDSP Initiative, visit www.sustainable-
peace.org.

Alexander Carius

continued from page 322
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PAI DEBUTS NEW INTERACTIVE DATABASE ON
NATURAL RESOURCES AND POPULATION
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Environmental Change and Security Project

DATABASE INFORMATION FORM

In an effort to update the Environmental Change and Security Project database and facilitate communication within the
environment, population, and security communities, we would be grateful if you would take a few minutes to complete the
following questionnaire on your areas of interest and expertise. Please feel free to attach comments and suggestions for ECSP
activities.  We are eager to receive feedback that will help us further develop the Project.  Thank you.

Upon completion, please fax to (202) 691-4184 or leave with ECSP Staff

What are your areas of interest in the fields of environment, population, and security?  Please list those areas that you
would like more information on or announcements for meetings and publications.

♦ Environment

♦ Security

♦ Environmental Security

♦ Food/Agriculture

♦ Water

♦ Forestry

♦ Biodiversity/Conservation

♦ Population

♦ Migration/Refugees

♦ Health

♦ HIV/AIDS

♦ Technology

♦ Governance/Institutions

♦ Economics/Trade

♦ World Summit on Sustainable Development

♦ Climate

♦ Energy

♦ Other

Please list regions or states of particular interest:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Title______First__________________________MI______Last__________________________________

Job Title______________________________________________________________________________

Affiliation (full name)____________________________________________________________________

Complete Mailing Address________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime Phone_______________________                     Daytime Fax___________________________

Email Address___________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to receive ECSP publications? (please check)

♦ Environmental Change and Security Project Report (annual ECSP journal)

♦ China Environment Series (annual journal of the China-Environment Forum)

♦ Subscribe to ECSP-FORUM, an ECSP email listserv on environment, population, and security
(Please be sure to include your email address above.)

Would you like to receive meeting invitations and summaries?

Invitations ♦  Fax ♦ E-mail ♦ Both ♦Do not send me meeting invitations

Meeting Summaries (via e-mail, approximately twice a month)  ♦Yes   ♦ No
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