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INTRODUCTION

Mr. Chairman, Dear Participants Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honor and privilege for me to address this distinguished gathering at this important Center. Allow me, at the outset, to congratulate the organizers, in particular Mr. Howard Wolpe, for their initiative to bring us to discuss such a relevant issue in the context of Southern Africa. I am honored to share with you our own experiences in peace building, strengthening stability and promoting development in Southern Africa and Mozambique, in particular.

I. PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE SADC REGION

Mr. Chairman,

Peace and stability in the SADC region are essential preconditions for our economic development and integration agenda to produce the expected results as soon as possible. In this context, the Republic of Mozambique, in its capacity of Chairperson of the SADC Organ on Politics, Defence and Security, is leading the process of creating the structures, mechanisms and procedures for a systematic action in conflict prevention, resolution and management, in accordance with the SADC Protocol on Politics, Defence and Security.

In this process, SADC is taking into account the experiences accumulated by the Inter-State Defence and Security Committee, which brought together the armed forces of the region for training in peacekeeping operations. In this regard, joint exercise operations took place in 1997 and 1999, under the codenames of The Blue Hungwe and The Blue Crane, respectively. These exercises were successful and have led to the decision of creation of a SADC peacekeeping brigade, which must be implemented.

In meantime, SADC has been very busy building peace in the region. The Extended Troika is leading the process of restoration of the democratic legality in Lesotho, after the events of 1998, when the Opposition did not accept the results of the elections and resorted to violence; Mozambique is leading the SADC team and elections are scheduled for next May.

Another taskforce was created on Zimbabwe, with the objective of helping this country to pursue land reform and hold presidential elections, without violence, intimidation and other acts of law violation.

We are aware that the challenge of consolidating stability in Southern Africa is depending on the strengthening of strategies for peace building in our own countries. These strategies include the participation of a vast range of state and non-state actors and their success depends on the co-ordination and implementation by national governments and SADC as a whole.

Thus the democratization of our societies is taking place in all SADC member-states, leading to a broader participation of political parties and the civil society in national and regional affairs, complemented with the strengthening of democratic institutions and economic reforms.

Both SADC and the international community at large agree that our countries need economic and political reforms, which include free market, rule of law and the respect for human rights. These are the objectives we want to reach.

The starting points differ widely from country to country and, therefore, we must expect that different member-states will experience different degrees of difficulties in democratizing their societies. Our approach should be of encouragement rather than pressure or criticism.

Southern Africa is a region with a history of political violence and deep suffering of the populations. Now we are building peace and stability. Therefore, it is of paramount importance for the countries of the region that economic and political reforms take place with no more violence, unrest and avoidable racial conflicts.

II. ENDING CONFLICT IN THE REGION
Mr. Chairman Ladies and Gentlemen,

Mozambique, currently chairing the Organ on Politics, Defence and Security, is giving its contribution for peace in the region by promoting dialogue among the conflicting parties in the Democratic Republic of Congo to bring them aboard the negotiations under Inter-Congolese Dialogue, which is taking place in South Africa.

Thus, there is a need to ensure that the Inter-Congolese Dialogue, under the leadership of the Facilitator, Sir Ketumile Masire, is successful and the measures provided for in the Lusaka Agreement are implemented, with focus on the withdrawal of foreign troops and disarmament of armed groups. We have to bear in mind that confidence building is a very complex process that calls for perseverance, resolve, commitment and a spirit of tolerance by all parties to the dialogue.

The success of SADC and the international community efforts, represented by the United Nations, in the resolution of the conflict in the DRC, will be crucial to build up a positive environment leading to sustainable peace in Angola.

Now, without the impediment of Mr. Jonas Savimbi, we urge UNITA to seize this new and unique opportunity for peace and to resume talks under the Lusaka Peace Accords towards reaching a lasting settlement. We, in our part, will remain committed to encourage the parties to achieving peace and the international community to devote efforts towards reconstruction and development of Angola in the spirit of national reconciliation.

With respect to Zimbabwe, we recognize the legitimacy of land reform being carried out by the Government, as an exercise aiming to strengthen the bases of social justice. We thus appeal to the international community to unconditionally support a comprehensive and effective process of agrarian reform, including the redistribution of land. Whereas we think that the process should take place in a harmonious way and in a climate free of tensions and violence and respect for legality, we consider that the sanctions imposed by some countries may jeopardize the holding of free and fair elections for they will clearly benefit some contenders at the expense of others; in our view this is not good for democracy. Any such measures, if at all necessary, would better fit at the end of the electoral process.

III. COMBATTING POVERTY

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen
Let me turn to other issues of great importance to the continent.

The lessons learned reveal that underdevelopment and poverty are conditions leading to violent conflicts. Thus, all efforts leading to combat poverty and strengthen inclusiveness in the development process will contribute for conflict prevention and resolution.

Recognizing the critical need for the development of Africa, as African leaders and aware of our responsibilities, we consider the New Partnership for Africa Development (NEPAD) as an important tool to begin a new era of partnership and cooperation between Africans, owning their development process, and developed partners, providing the required support.

This is a crucial and unique opportunity to achieve real success in our quest for peace, stability and development in the African continent and Southern Africa, in particular.

Along with the G-8 Summit, next June, the forthcoming Conference on Financing for Development and the Conference on Sustainable Development to be held this year in Mexico and South Africa, respectively, are fundamental steps in which we should determine the road maps of the way forward.

For the success of this endeavor the challenge that we must embrace is to make sure that all actors, including the United States of America, are engaged in the process and that the necessary resources are made available.

Within the SADC region our efforts for social and economic development are undertaken in the context of regional cooperation and integration making the need for poverty eradication as an essential component for political stability, peace and conflict prevention. Alas, this approach is fully in line with the recommendations coming from the NEPAD.

In the case of Mozambique, a program for poverty reduction, known as PARPA, the Mozambique's PRSP, is under implementation and brings together the strategic plans of those sectors that are considered vital for poverty reduction such as agriculture, education, health, infrastructure, public sector and judiciary reforms, as well as macroeconomic stability.

CONCLUSION

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen

Mozambique's experiences in peace building and national reconciliation teach us some lessons for a successful transition from war to peace and development, some of which I would like to briefly mention:

-- The adoption of an inclusive and comprehensive approach comprising military, economic and social dimensions in the peace building process is one of the keys to success;

-- The recognition that the search for peace and reconciliation are, per se, a permanent process; thus it is important to promote a culture of peace and tolerance.

-- Preservation of a permanent dialogue is a condition to build up confidence;

-- Permanent learning is important for monitoring new and modified problems;

-- The strengthening of the civil society and community organizations and encouragement of their participation in domestic affairs are an important factor to avoid sentiments of exclusion;

-- Development of partnership with donors based on co-responsibility and recipient ownership is vital;

-- The establishment of a permanent interaction between development, poverty reduction and eradication strategies and peace building is crucial so as to address the main problems of the country.

This is not a recipe, but rather an attitude we have adopted to raise hope among our people, and make them feel that a better future lies primarily in their hands. Our resolve to make Mozambique and Southern Africa a better place to live is there. I hope we can count on your support to make our dream come true.

I thank you very much for your kind attention.
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