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INTRODUCTION

Thank you for this opportunity to address you today. 
In April 2004, South Africa celebrated 10 years of hard-won democracy. This naturally triggered great enthusiasm, excitement, carnivals, and festivities. Please note that I use the word ‘naturally’ because we are known as such dedicated party animals in South Africa.

We witnessed, for the first time in the history of South Africa, the celebration of South Africa's freedom, of its celebrated constitution, its rules-based order and its commitment to human rights.  Many of us however warned that that beyond the parties with its free food and drinks – lots of it very expensive I may add, that this should not only be a moment to rejoice but also a moment for serious and critical reflection.  Our aim during this reflection must be to asses the challenges and the pitfalls South Africa faces in the next decade and beyond.  In order to look back 10 years we must do so against two backgrounds, that is our political democracy and economic democracy.

Our political democracy is doing well. We have civil and political rights like freedom of speech, universal franchise, and bill of rights. It is there although we sometimes have to give one or other organ of state a constitutional knockout – and here I am referring to my court case against the former Speaker of Parliament, Dr Ginwala who thought that she could silence me until the Supreme Court told her on two occasions to take a hike!

On social-economic rights, we are slipping up. This will have a serious negative impact on civil and political rights. 

I. POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH AFRICA

The fall of apartheid and the rise of the liberation state has ensured that the dignity of all citizens has been restored.  South Africa’s constitution is very strong and is unlike any other constitution in the world.  South Africa’s constitution recognizes all the Chapter 9 institutions like the Public Protector, Human Rights Commission, Gender Commission, etc., and these institutions have been established and are functioning.

In total, we a competitive democracy.

Both President Mandela and President Mbeki managed the economy well on a macro level. Too much emphasis has, however, been placed on Foreign Direct Investment. Look, we need Foreign Direct Investment to grow the economy and to increase domestic demand, but too little emphasis was placed on local direct investment. Local businesses got away with economic murder and so many were allowed to continue doing business as usual. 

Instead, many of the big corporates were allowed to take their money to London and New York and out of the country. This will still count heavily against the South African economy in the near and distant future.  President Mandela focused on reconciliation, nation building, and his term will also be remembered as the policy-making era.

Also, we got rid of the old apartheid legislation and so effectively started the process whereby our society was starting to transform permanently

To date 900 laws have been passed and this is huge but also very important because in Mandela’s words, ‘Never but never will we ever return to the past’  The Mbeki era will be known as delivery, delivery, delivery.  President Mbeki put a huge emphasis on implementation and delivery. I say emphasis because it does not always mean that he got it right.

He clearly had enough of passing laws.  Instead, his focus is on institution building. An immediate weakness of this approach is that too much emphasis has been placed on technocratic institution building.  Pres. Mbeki also brought a distinct African identity to South Africa. Today there is little doubt as to where South Africa belongs. No more are we this last little European outpost at the bottom of the world, but a full member of the African continent.  President Mbeki will also be remembered for his active pursuance of Black Economic Empowerment to redress to economic inequalities of the past. Black Economic Empowerment at the same time has had major flaws. We only managed to create a bunch of capitalists without capital. 

At the same time we inculcated this mentality into the poor that all and sunder can now be a shareholder or a director. In this regard, we really went crazy because everybody has this expectation. What happened to most basic form of empowerment where you are given a job? You then advance yourself through hard work and send your kids to tertiary institutions and so build a circle of integrity and prosperity?

Both Presidents Mandela and Mbeki put gender effectively on the agenda. In 10 years we achieved our gender objectives of 30%.  Pres. Mbeki is unapologetic about his desire for a strong civil service to give effect to his delivery agenda.

II. PROBLEMS PLAGUING SOUTH AFRICA
But now I have to stop the praise singing otherwise many of you here in this room will become confused and think that the Independent Democrats has also imploded like the New National Party and became a part of the Africa National Congress (ANC).

The problems that plague us in modern day South Africa are many and no one will beat me into submission with a newsletter on their website or demand that I explain after having expressed myself here today.
South Africa remains together with Brazil one of the most unequal societies in the world today.   Inequality in South Africa has increased and the ANC policies have contributed to that. It is obscene that so much wealth had been created for so few over the last ten years through Black Economic Empowerment. 

The ANC has not even bothered to take a lesson from a close ally like Norway where the equality wealth cap is strictly enforced. In Norway, people, you can only get so rich and no more.  Apartheid had a devastating economic effect on the lives on ordinary people and they continue to suffer. 

There are definite delivery problems brought about by an inefficient civil service. 

Now it is so that the Government built millions more houses, electrified a few million homes and provided clean drinking water to thousands of communities. There is no denying about that and the Independent Democrats is first in line to acknowledge the effort but Govt. is continuously on the defensive – it’s always defending its achievements.

I am saying today that the new Govt. has given our people temporary dignity because a few months after having moved into a proper house with water and electricity, these essential services are cut and ultimately people are evicted from the very same homes.

President Mbeki speaks about two economies – I want to rename them to (1) the skyscraper economy and (2) the poor people’s economy.

52% of the population lives in that skyscraper economy.

48% of the population lives in that poor peoples economy.

The socio-economy of South Africa is still race based because of the 48% poor people :

63% are Black African

38% are Coloured

7% are Indians

1% are White

It is clear then that the divisions of poverty in South Africa run along racial lines.

Ten years later race is off the agenda. We do or cannot rationally speak about race and racial problems. There is this pretence that everything is okay now, almost as if the harshness and cruelty of 300 years of domination can be glossed over in a matter of a short ten years.  Only 3% of the land has been redistributed against a target of 30%. 

AIDS is the greatest social crisis that we face. Whilst the old regime was defending, apartheid in the 1980’s AIDS already existed but it was not on the political and social agenda and was already killing our people. AIDS is not something that came about in 1994 only political freedom came about in 1994.

The sooner we make peace with these facts the sooner we can start doing constructive things and in this regard you, in this room, have an unquestionable duty to help

Worsening the situation is our ambivalent liberation Government because it is scared that AIDS will be seen as a Black thing and became defensive about it to the extent that they went into denial. In the meanwhile, AIDS exploded and it now competes with resources meant for education, social welfare, etc.

Worst affected by AIDS are five Southern Africa Democratic Community (SADC) countries, South Africa, Swaziland, Botswana, Zimbabwe and Zambia.  The arms deal and its corruption implications cannot be effectively fought if a culture of silence is perpetuated.

Ten years later a culture of healthy critical debate has effectively been stifled.  One cannot build democracy without critical debate. Too many people in government have sensitive skins.  On the other side, the largest opposition only attacks for the hell of attacking. No consensus and no solutions are being offered.

We need more social responsibility by the private sector. Not the kind that sponsors rugby, cricket and soccer, but the kind that helps to build capacity and imparts skills.

I want to make one more frank and open point- We are facing a crisis in the years to come because the view in White quarters is that they are now being discriminated against. These people do not have the foggiest idea of the poverty and squalor that 75% of the nation lives in. As a result, it is as if whites have withdrawn into a laager – they are feeling sorry for themselves. They put Government. under so much pressure and the government has been very responsive in appeasing. Pres. Mandela could have been so tough but instead he tried specially and specifically to draw white people into the system. If they did come in or still consider coming in is a question that remains largely unanswered today. All of us have a historical duty to help Government make a success of this country. To do this we need to bridge the divides that exist in our society.

Regarding foreign policy. I believe in being democratic at home and democratic abroad. Some of the super powers practice foreign policy based on democratic at home and bully abroad. We in South Africa should not make the same mistake in relation to the African continent. Closer to home, Zimbabwe, where we as South Africans must support the people of Zimbabwe and come up with practical efforts to assist there instead of wasting our time to criticize Pres. Mugabe.

III. PLATFORM OF THE INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATS

The Independent Democrats are new to the political scene in South Africa. We are just under two years old but have already made huge inroads by becoming the fifth largest party in the general elections last year. A poll conducted in November 2004 has shown that our support has tripled since January last year, thus making us the third largest political party in South Africa. The question which needs to be asked is how we have managed to do this and how we intend sustaining our growth into the future. The answer to this question will, I believe, have relevance for all political parties in Africa.

The first point to mention is that democracies are never static, but are constantly in a state of flux. This has been particularly so in the case of South Africa, where we have seen the political landscape change dramatically over the last ten years, particularly in the area of opposition politics. For a political party to stay relevant it has to be prepared to shift with the attitudes of the population. The shift that I am referring to is not an ideological or policy shift, but a shift in the way political parties engage with issues, each other and the public at large.

Currently South African politics is very polarized between the ruling party and the official opposition. In other countries, this situation might be acceptable or even 

desirable. In a country like ours, however, I feel this divide is a dangerous one and is not in harmony with what we are trying to achieve as a nation. It is an irony to me that it is politicians who always speak of unity in the country while at the same time actively try to divide it between those that support us and those that support them. 

The Independent Democrats are clear in our approach; we are anti-nobody but simply pro-South African. This is not to say that we don’t call the government to account when it is necessary, but rather that we show balance in our criticism of their actions by also giving them credit in areas where they are achieving positive results. Our philosophy is one of being critically independent but involved. This allows us to engage with government on key issues and find solutions to problems afflicting the country. Our focus is firmly on those issues affecting the lives of all South Africans, and in particular the advancement of their constitutional rights. When it comes to constitutional issues we are prepared to not only fight the issue in parliament but to in fact take it to the judiciary if necessary. I have done this three times in my political career and have won in each instance. 

The Independent Democrats also maintain that it is not just the government that is responsible for delivering on these constitutional rights, but that other political parties and the public have an important role to play. As a responsible opposition party, it is our role to inspire South Africans and show leadership on how people can actively get involved in bridging the huge divides in South Africa. It is this passion that has led to us running a number of campaigns such as our Access to Education Initiative, which provided a forum for people to come forward and contribute to any child’s education. The challenges facing our countries in Africa are too large for any government to handle by itself. Instead of simply trying to score political points out of the failings of government, political parties must also become local agents of development. In saying this, I realize that opposition parties do not have access to government resources, but there are initiatives that can be taken at very little cost that will uplift the lives of our people. The Independent Democrats are committed to this goal. 

Another way in which we believe we are able to remain relevant in the South African political landscape is through making ourselves more accessible to the public. We have managed to achieve this using the latest technology such as SMS and website chat forums. Political parties have to remain committed to finding new and better ways of communicating with the public. 

CONCLUSION

It is clear to the Independent Democrats that the public is growing tired and disillusioned with the old traditional style of politics. This is evidenced by an increasing number of people, both in South Africa and in the rest of the world, disengaging with the political system by simply not voting in general elections. The greatest proportion of this group is in fact young people who truly do not identify with politics as usual. I therefore believe that political parties need to become dynamic entities that are responsive to the shifts and changing attitudes of the voting public. This is something that the Independent Democrats are committed to, not only so that we can be relevant to the voters, but also so that politics can be regarded as relevant.

I thank you. 
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