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1o MOTTO 

A KAK U VAS S VELICHIEY OU SHI ? 
VsE OSTAL NOE , KAZHETSYA~ V PORYAOK£ 1 

NoNE IGRAYA VfODDAVKI I PRY ATKI 0 
SKAZH J TE p KAX S VELICHIEM OUSHI? 

NEVER S l LLY S N RUSS I AH, OO SHA REMAIN S UNTRANSLATrABLEo MAY 

THE POET FORG IV E ME ; 

Ho w I S IT WITH YOU IN REG ARD TO GREAT NES S Or THE 
SOUL? 

ALL ELSE 9 i T SE£MS 1 GO ES WELLe 
8UT OO N1 T PLAY G A~ ES Gl VE-AWAY OR HI DE- AND-

3EEI<o 
JUST S AY WHERE DO YOU STANO ON GREA TN C:SS OF TH E 

SOUL~ 

BOR I S SLUZ:<Y 

2 . PREA!.tBL E T(-coNSI STING ~ ~ .JUXTAPO SI TJ ON ~ CLEAR 

T!ill.!...!. Ml GHT MAKE~ P APER SUP E RF"LUOUV 

WE 

WE ARE THE COUNTLEss, AWESOME LEGIONS OF LABORe 
WE HAVE CO NQUERED THE SPACES OF OCEANS AND LA ND:t 
WtTH THE LI GHT OF ART i FICIAL SUNS WE HAVE LIT UP THE 

c 1 Tl Es, 
OUR PROUD SOULS BURN WITH TH E FJ RE OF REVOL To 
WE ARE POSSES SE D BY TURBULENT, INTO XIC ATING PASSJONp 
LET THEM SHOU T AT US :"You ARE THE EXECUTION ERS OF BEAUTY," 
l N THE NAME OF OUR TOMORRO W WE SHALL BURN R APH AEL , 
DEST ROY MUSEUMs, TRAMP LE THE FLOW ERS OF' ARTo 
Vi£ HAVE THROW N OFF' THE HEAVY~ CRUSHING LE:GACV, 
WE HAVE REJ ECTED THE MYTHS Or WI SDO~ eLEO WHITE~ 
YOUHQ G I RLS IN THE LUMINOUS KINGDOM OF TH E FUTURE 
SH ALL BE MOR E BEAUTIFUL THAN THE V E NU S Or MtlO ,,..o 
OUR MU SCLES CR AV E GIGANTIC WORK, 
CREAT I VE PANG S SEETHE IN OUR COLLECTIVE BREAS T, 
W!TH MIRACULOUS HONEY WE SHALL F I LL THE COMB TO THE BR2M~ 
FoR OUR PLANET WE SHALL r fN O A NE~~ DAZZLIN G PATH• 
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WE LOVE LIFE, I TS INTOXICATI NG WILD ECSTASY, 
OUR SPIRIT IS TEMPERED BY FIERCE STRUGGLE AND SUFFERING~ 
WE ARE EVERYBODY, WE ARE IN EVERYTHING, WE ARE THE FLAME 

AND THE V. CTORI OU$ !..! GHT, 
WE ARE OUR OWN OED TV, AND JUDGE AND LAW~ 

VLADIM IR KIRiL LOV, 1917 

To SPAN SOME SORT OF TRANSITION FRO~ THE PROLETARI AN 

ECSTASY OVER THE REVOLUTBON ro THE PRESENT ENO OF THE HALF 

CENTURYt~ LET US LEAN ON A ROMANTe C REMNANT MUCH QUOTED TO 

TKI S OAYd IT ts MAX IM GORKY ' S SAY ING ~ "GoE ZAVOD TA~ 

RABOCH3 l KLASSp GOE RABOCH it KLASS TAM ZHiZN, A GO~ ZHIZN 

TAM POEZ S YA"! (WHERE THERE IS A FACTORY, THERE IS THE WORKiNG 

CLAss; WHERE THERE I S THE WORKING CLASS~ THERE 18 LIFE; AND 

WHERE THERE IS LIFE 9 THERE i S POETRY!) 

IN SP I RED IN JUST SUCH FAStHON 9 THE PRESTSG I OUS Moscow 

ALM ANA C DEN POEZi l BROKE THE GROUND IN 1974 FOR WHAT IT CLAi-

MEO TO BE A NEW VENTURE ANO OEO~ CATED AN ENT I RE SECTiON, THE 

iHIRD9 TO LABOR, STaLL CALLED ~9 INVIT5NG WORKER-?OETS TO 

M~NGLE WITH PROFESSI ONAL POETS AND THEiR REMI NI SCENCES Or 

THE HEROIC PROLETARIAN PASTo AND A FOREM AN FROM A MOSCOW PLANT 

WROTE THREE BRS EF PO EM Sll ONE 0 F' WH I r,H SHALL BE QUO TE'C HERE Iii 

ITS ENT I RE TY WiTH THE FOLLOW I NG GLO SS PURPOSELY NOT TUCKED 

IN TO A FOOTNOTEo THE POEM IS BUiLT 0~ THE VERB UMETo ALAS 9 

f T HAS NO NATURAL. EQ.tH VALENT ! I'J EHGLJ SH~ nTO KNOW How" DO ES 

NOT WORK ANO ONE COULD ~AKE SOME CROSS-CU L TUR AL IN FERENCES 

FROM TH I S OI SPAR!TV. SUFFI CE HERE TO NOTE THAT TH I S KEY VERB 

S l GNALS B N THE RUSS I AN CONTEXT) FAR BEYOND TI-lE S l MPLE OCTAVE 

oF VERsS THE cuRRENTLY PREsstNG YEN roR PROFESSiONAtazArr o M 

••o AO SER IATi M ooo ONE BY ONE9 fNOE£0 ooo . A VERY LONG HALF 

A CENTURY AWAY FROM K!RILLOY's WE AND THE COLLECT IVE MYTH 0 SOD 

HERE !T 9 s , U~TITLEo: 
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VA BOYUS HE VMET 
REMES!..A NE I MET : 
NE KRO ITp t NE SHYT, 
I STOGA NE VERSHS T. 
NE RA80TAT REZTSOMo 
I NE STAT KUZNE1~o 
NICHEVO NE UMET
KAK OUSHI NE ft.&ETo 

l FEAR TO BE WITHOUT TRADE 
NoT TO KNOW HOW 
TO CU T FABRI C OR SEW, 
To STACK HAY, 
To HANDLE A CH I SEL, 
OR TO FORGEo 
NoT TO KNOW HOW TO DO ANVTHt NG 
Is LIKE HAVING NO SOULe 1 

PAVEL EL ~IMOVo 1974 

THB S PAPER COULD CONS t ST OF THE f"OLLOW I NG PARAGRAPHo f}u; 

WORKER AS HERO I S HARD TO COME B~ IN SOVIET RECENT AND CURR~NT 

LlTERATUREe DESP I TE MUCH LAM ENT ING OH THE PART OF' GOS!ZOAT 

CRITI CS AND WRtTERS THEMSELVES, THE REASONS f"OR HIS ABSENTEE

I S~ ARE NOT AS YET ALTOGETHER CLE AR·· Bj /"t..e~ evt1d C!-u~n;f" J 
/fn~4/tv +IJ_ J~·;~I-U4 ad +J.A ~V.?ysf~. 

4~ .CERTAI H CLUSTERS OF WO RDS ABOUT EDUCATING WClRKERS 

I GATHER MUSHR00}48 AND NUTS 
FoR DIV ERSIO N AND AMUSEMENT. 
I GATHER B~RR I ES IN THE WOOOS 0 

I CARRY MY SMALL ~AIHTEO BASKET. 
MAYSE I 1 LL RU N I NTO NESTEROV? 
MAYBE I'LL SEE GOGO L WITH HIS C AN E? 
MAYBE CHEKHOV WtLL PASS BY AND SMILE 
OR EYEN~ PERHAPS~ DEAF 8EETHOV~N? 
I TAKE MY REED AND J PIPE. 
I HAV E NOT PLAYED, LET 1 S SE~, A WEEK 
AND I AM LONE~Y WI THOUT lio 
PEOPLE! MUSIC I S MY HAPPINESS! 
PEOPLE! MUSIC 1 S IN TE NTION S ARE PUREo 
MUSIC CONTAINS THE TRUTH Or TRUTHS: 
ONE MUST SHOWER THE WORLO WITH KINDNE SS, 
SELFLESSNESS AND 6E AUTY 0 

AND so, YES, I SiNG AND HUY 
ANO FILL MY LITTLE BASKET ALL DAY LONG 
NOW WITH CRANBERRlES, NOW W!TH WH11E 

MUSHROO Ms, 
Now WiTH MOUNTA!NASHB£RRIES 0 

AND THAT 1 s MY A!..SU~ 0 
2 
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TH I S I S NOT A P ARODY NOR I S THE ORI Gl NAL MUCH SET TER THAN MY 

TRANSL ATI ON. IH EI THER CASE THE CRAFT DOES NOT MA TTER HERE 

BECAUSE !T J S NEST ERO V, BEEtHOVEN~ GOGOL AND CHEKHOV (NOT 

NECESSAR ILY IN THAT ORDER) WHO ARE TO BE TAKE N SER IOU SLY, ~ 

LIKELY QROUP~ IN DEED, TO S I GNAL TOP DR AW ER KULTUR NOST WITH 

l TS RECE NT EMPHA SQS ON HUMANI SM AS PURE AS POSS I BLEi As TO 

THE UJNI- FLORA AND FAUN A (GRIBOCHK I -TSVETOCHK!-ZAI CHIKI ), THE 
OWN 

VERY STYLE RUSS£ s s I TSLRESI Ll EtJT .JU STI Fl CATJ ON AS IT HAS 

BEEN FO R A LONG TIM E 0 THESE MINIATURE BUCOL I C IDYLL S 1 THI S 

SORT OF ESCAP! ST KAM ER~OS~ {THE REDUCTION OF THE SYMP HONIC 

f LAN TO CHAMB ER MUSIC OAJM TI N£S s ), AS IT USED TO B£ CALLED BY 

ANGRY CRITI CS , HA D SPROUTED IN THE HORRIBLE YEARS RI GHt AFTER 

THE WAR AN D EVEN ZHOANOV HIMSELF WA S NOT TOO EFFECiSV ~ eN 

S TAMP I N G I T 0 U T • I T H A S 0 F F AN 0 0 N L I N G E P. ED THROUGH THE 

FIFTiES AND HAS VERITABLY PROLIFERATED AGAIN THROUGH THE SIX-

Tf ESc THE ENCOUNTER WITH BEETHOVE~ P.4 ATTERS NOW BECAUSE IT 

HAS EECO ME A FREQUENT AS? I RA.TI ON0 0--'tJ Wt'~ f&-/v> fvv --fl.-.a./ :77ta-fl...uz.., 

A MOOEL STUDENT I S DOING F"I ELO WORK !NAN INDUSTRIAL 

PL ANTo HE LOVES !Te A~D HE LIV ES , ACCORDING TO A CRI TEC 

EV ALUATING TH!S TALE AND SP ECIALI Z IN G IH WHAT I S KNOWN AS ~-

BOCH AYA TEMA, 

WI TH THE AWARENESS OF THE MULTI DIM ENSI ONAL BOUNDLESSNESS 
OF THE WORLD SVRROUN DI NG H fMe . F IV E OF HI S CLASS~ATES 
HAO MANAGED TO SETTLE IN A SOMEWHAT CRO WDED ROOM Or THE 
STU DEN T DORMD TO RY WHERE HE WI SH ES TO tAAST ER THE PHILO
SOPH I CAL CO NCEPTS OF SPACE AND TI ME ANO TO GRASP ON HIS 
OWN THE TEACHINGS OF PLAT0 0 JH THE ENORMOU S SHOPS OF 
THIS LARGE PLA NT PROOUCI N G AUTOMATl C CO NVE'/ORS AND EO.I P
MENT, HE JUST AS FERVENTLY STR~VE$ TO UNDERSTAND THE 
OPERATION OF TH£ ENT ERPRI SE AS ONE IN OIVISf SLE WHOL E 
WHERE THE WORK Or EACH PERSO N I S CO NN EC TED WJTH THAT OF 
ALL AND THE OESTJ N"f OF' ONE I NOI VI D'J AL IS OETE RMI NED TO 
A LARa £ EX TENT BY THE ORGAJiiZA'TiON OF' THE DEPARTMENT !N 

( 
.I 

i 

\ 



5 

WH3CH HE WORKS• THE PRO DU CT I ON I TSELF REQU I RES HIGH 
QUALl Fl CArtONS AHO EXTREMELY F LEXJ BLE CREATIVE TH J N
KDNG I N AS MUC~ AS THE PLANT I S GEARED NOT TO MASS 
BUT TO THE MANUFACTURE OF SPEC I AL SMALL ! SSU£ MACH i 
NERYo 

To GRASP ALL THIS KEEPS THE YOUNG MAN VERV BUSY AND ! T 8 S EAA-

P HASIZEO THAT "cREAT I VE TENS I ON ENGULFS THE HERO ALL THE T3 ME"o 

SOCIAL CONCERNS DON=T ESCAPE H f M El !HER AND SO HE FURTHER 

MED I TATES 

ABOUT THE FUTURE DESTI NY OF THE: WORK I NG CLASS UMDER 
SOC I ALiSM WHEN THE WORKER, H AVI NG GRADUATED FROM THE 
UN I VERSITY~ WI LL REMABN SN TH E SHOP TO TAKE OVER THE 
RESPO NS I BI LI TY FOP. A CONVEYOR BELT OR FOR A DEPARTMENlo 

3 

HOW TH I S WORKS REMAINS MYSTERJ OUS AND JUST THt S MET AM ORPHOSi S 

FROM WORKER TO SOME H ~ GHLY SKILLED CREATURE I S NEVER REALLY 

E XP LA I NED aN THE MU LTBTU OE OF TAL ES ANO ESS AY S OEAL~ N G W! TH 

J UST TH I S KEY PROBLEM ~ OF COURSE, WE SHALL HAVE TO RE TUR N YO 

I T BELO Wo BUT MEANWH I LE WHA T HAPPENS TO THE SENSE OF SELF 

OF A VOUP.JG WORKER WHO I S NOT A STUDENT DO l NG ~ NOOSTP. I AL n EL O -
WORK? To CONVEY THE FLAVOR OF TH I S FAP. MORE DOWN TO EARTH 

TALE DEALING WI TH AN UNGLAMOROUS FACTORY I N A PROV I NC I AL TOW N9 

NO LESS THAN A FULL PARAGRAPH MUST BE DEP LOYED., 

ALEKSEI CAME HERE THIRTEEN YEARS AG0 9 A TH JN ~ TALL 
YOUNGSTER~ HE DIDN' T KNO W ANYTH I NG AND HE WASN'T 
ABLE TO DO ANYTH!NGG So 9 HE BECAME AN APPRENT I CE 
TO AN ELECTRIC I AN a N THE BRiGADE •e ~ AT THE TI M£ THE 
PLANT OJ 0 NO T EVEN REMOTE LY RESEMBL E THA T WH~ CH S T 
WAS TO BECOME LATERe IT WAS THEN A TINY PLANT WHBCH 
'SSUED CALCULAT I NG MACH t NES AND RAD J OS OF POOR QUA
L t TYo ALEKSE1 CAME HERE ONLY BECAUSE THERE WAS NO 
OTHER PLACE TO GOe HE HAD F LUNKED THE ENTRANCE EXA
MI NAT I ON TO THE UNiVERS ITY ~ HE HAD FLUNKED IT STUP5 DLY 9 
BY ACCJOENTo ANC NO W HE HAD TO ST I CK tT OUT !H THI I 
HATEFUL TO WN FOR ONE MORE YEARe ONLY ONE MORE YEAP.o 
HE OJ D NOT DOUBT THAT HE WOULD SUCCEED ON THE SECOND 
TRY AND THEN GOOD-S Y0 HE WOUL O TAKE OFf"~ BuT I T Of 0 1 N ii 
HAPPEN0 HE DI DN'T TA KE Offo AND NOW iT WAS ALREADY 
~ I FF I CULT FOR ALEKSE I TO RECONSTRUCT !N H!S MEMOR Y WHAT 
MADE HIM DEC3 DE TO STAY HI S F I RST LOVE 9 WORK WH f CH 
UNEXPECTEDLY TURNED OUT TO BE I NTEREST I NG AND A8SOR8 !~G 
OR WHETHER THERE WERE OTHER REASONS 0 HE STAYE00 AND 
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O NLY RARELY, AT TIMES Or BAO LUCK OR EMOTIONAL UP
HEAVALS, 0 1 0 HE REGRET I To 

4 

I~ MANY TALES AT TH I S POIN T THER E IS TUGGING AND PULLING~ 

A LOT Or TAL~ I NVOLV ING THE S AM E CLUSTER OF WORDS~ H;THER AN O 

TITHERp KTO ~ hf! KTO ~ OROVA. THE PROBLEM i S STA TED NOT 

ALWAY S CLEARLY BUT WI TH ALARM: WHV I S !T THAT YOUNG PEOPLE 

00 NOT EXACTLY RUSH l tHO THE STEEL-M&LLS: FOUNDRIES, TR ACTOR 

PLANTS T~ BE WORKERS RABOCHBE , S iMPLE OR EVEN OTHERW I SE? 

AND THE FOLLOWING SEMANTIC MALAISE HAS BECOME fRE~UENT: 

WE WITNESS A CERTAIN ~DEV ALUAT I ON" Of THE CONCEP T "woRKER" 
WHI CH HAS OCCURRED GRADUALL Y AN D I MPERCEP Tl SLYo ( U NA S 
POSTEPENNO · I NE ZAME TNO PRO IZOSHLA NEKOTORAYA " DEVALVAT S JYA" 
PON VATIYA 11 RABOCH II :f)o 

5 

QUOTAT I ON MARKS 3N TH E CI TED PARAGRAP H SEEM AS TEL LiNG AS TH E 

ADM I SS iON JT SELF0 THE ADJACENT LAMENT I S NO LESS fREQUENT~ 

BEMOANIN G MANPOW ER SHORTAG E AND THE ENSU CN Q i NS TA BILeTY OF 

LABORD THAT FAMOUS TEKUCHKA 0 AND ~T MI GHT SE S Al D~ I NCI DEN-

TALLY, THAT I N NO WAY 00 WE · WASTE T:ME IN RE ADI NG NOVELS ~ P LAYS 

AND POEMS WH; CH DE AL WITH THE WOR KE R BE CAUSED AS Or YORE, 

LITERATURE IS SA tO TO SHARE DIREC TLY AN D UNEQUI VOCALLY fN THE 

RESPO NS J B! LJ TY FOR H! S PROB L EMS 0 

NOW ALMOST EVERYWHERE IN OUR PLANTS THERE I S A LACK OF 
WOR KERSo DROP aN ON ANY MOS CO W PLAN T AND YOU WiLL SEE 
AN ADVERTISEMENT SAY $NG THAT THE ENT ERP RISE DNVJ TES PEN
S i ONERS TO WORK Wi TH fULL PROTECTION Of THE! R PENSIONS 0 

JUS T COME AND TAKE YO UR P LACE AT THE LA TH E~ I SN1 T LITE-
RATURE SM PART TO BLAME FOR THE fACT THAT YOUNG PEOP LE 
LOOK UNWBt.Li'NG"tvroR Jos"'STNPLAN"7S'? --nT'ALI cs VSD} f o
'G"ETHER WITH THE s0-CAlL"EQ -np"RODU C TI O N NOV ELtt (PROJ Z VODSVEN·· 
NYf ROMA N) p SOME OF OUR CR!T&CS HA VE BEE N TOS S IN G OUT OF 
LITERATURE THE POETRY OF WORK AS WELL, TH E POETRY OF FACTO
RY LI FEe WE HAV E BUT FEW BOOKS WHI CH NURTURE IN TH E RE A
DER ?R i DE l N THE WO RKER 1 S PROFESSiO N, PR3 DE I N TH E HONOR 
OF BE iNG CAL LED A WORKER 0 RECE NT LITERATURE I S GUSLTY 
TO SOME EXTE NT OF S LCK EN J NQ THE MORAL OR J V!NG BEL T ~H I CH 

CONNEC TS WITH MASS PSYCHO LOGYc IT CARR!ES NO LESS S I GNI 
FiCANCE THA N TH E IN CE NTI VE CO NSJST!NG OF THE ROUBLE, ALSO 
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VERY IM PORTA NT 9 WELL, IT SEEMS BY NOW MORE ROUB LES ARE 
BEING PAl D• YET, JUST THE S AM E THERE IS SHORTAGE Of 
PEOPLE. 

6 

~~WHAT DIRECTION, THEN, I S GUIDANCE, MOLDING, STEERING 

Or THE YOUNG TO EVOLVE? INTO THE FACTORY OR AWAY FROM IT? 

THE STIMULATION AND MAl NTENANCE Or THE DRI VE FOR EOUCATI ON IS 

THE CRUX Or THE MATTER AS WELL AS THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE DI S-

COURSE ABOUT STATUS AND CAREER 0 ASP IRI NG TOWARD PROFESSIONA-

Ll SM I S ONE THING, DREAMING ABOUT P LATO AND BEETHOVEN ANOTHERo 

DECISIONS HAVE TO BE MAD~ tNDIVIDU~LLYo To BE OR NOT TO BE? 

To HOP ON THE EDUCATIONAL ESCALATOR OR NOT? AND ONCE:Q N IT, TO 

HANG ON TO IT FOR DEAR Ll FE OR TO FALL OFF Ml 0 HEIGHT? 

MATERIALS FOR TH I S PAPER DO.: NOT ~ COME. FRO~ F"1 ELO WORK 1 

FRO~ WHAT IS KNOW~ AS REAL LIFE• f OUN D IN NOV ELS AND VOLUM I -

NOUS DEBATES AND DISCUSS I ONS ABOUT THEM, THESE MATERiALS ARE 

REFRACTIONS OF LIFE PROBLEMS, SUBLIMATED AND SWEETENE09 EVE~ 

IF TO A LESSER DEGREE THAN IN THE PASTe. THIS PAPE?. LEANS ON 

BOTH FICTION AND LITERARY CRI TI CI SMe ToDAY, THE L ATT ER ENGAGES 

IN MORE PRETTYING UP Of REALITY (THE GOOD OLD LAKIROVKA) 

THAN RECENT FICTION ITSELFe TWI S I S ~U ST AS WELL DESP I TE THE 

FACT THAT THIS SPACE IS TOO CRAMPED TC REARGUE THE VAll DI TY 

OF STUDY ING SOVIET MYTHS AS WEL L AS REALITJESo SUFFICE TO 

S AY HERE THAI ESPECIALLY IN RECENT LITERARY CRITI CI SM, CHO I CE S 

THAT YOUNG PEOPLE CA N MAK E IN PLANN ING FOR AND SHAPING THEIR 

LIVES ARE FREELY AND MERRILY PRESUPPOSEDo HOW FREE THEY 

REALLY ARE FOR A REAL TWENTY YEAR OLD IS ANOTHER MATTER 0 

IN REGARD TO THE SPECIAL AND CUR I OUS WORLD LITERAYURE 

CRE AT ES fOR ITSELF, iWO PROPOSI Tl ONS FREQUENTLY REPEATED Or" 

LATE BY OFFICIAL CRJTICS SEEM ESP EC IALLY INF"ORMATIV~ 0 H-I EV 
I ' 

MIGHT BE DUBBED "LAMENT" AND "CANON" SOME WHA T AT ODOS 



WITH EACH OTHER 0 THE GENRAL LAMENT OVER THE SLUGGISHNESS 

AND EVEN IMPOTENC EOF WRJ TERS IN STEERING TH E YOUNG IN TO 

THE FACTORY AND IN l NSTI LLI N~ THEM WI TH PRIDE OVER THE 

STATUS Or WORK ER SOUNDS MORE AND MORE rREQU~NTLY AS rOL-

LOWs: "OuR LIT ER ATUR E TURNS ITS CONCERN TO WARD THE THEME 
7 

Or THE WORKER ONLY SLOWLY AND WITH OIFri CULTYe" YET , 

THE CA NONI CAL PRA I SE 0~ WHAT WON DERFUL THING S LITERATURE 

DOES FOR THE YOUNG WORK ER SEEMS TO PU LL HlM OU T OF THE 
0.,~ ttf ,f 

rACTORYA H~RE I S AN EXAMPLE Or BELLES LETTRES IN ACTIO N 

AS THEY CONTR,SUTE 9 !N A MANNER MORE VAL l O TH AN EVER?TO THE 

BETTERMEN T OF THE LIFE OF WORKERS: 

GREAT J S THE CONTR I BUT I ON Of THE WRITERS OF THE CAP I 
TAL IN THE MAT TE R OF RA I S ING THE CULTU RE OF THE WOR
KING CLASS , JN THE MA TTER OF EDUCATING THE CRE ATIVE 
NEW GENERATION ooo HOW (MANY WORKERS) WER E IN TRODUCED 
TO THE BOOK~ HO W MAN~ WERE PERSUAOEO TO GO AND STUDY 
IN EVENING TECHN i CAL SCHO OL S AN D INSTITUT ES AND TO 
THEREBY BECOME fOREMEN AN D ENG I NEERSo 11 g 

• • "Y • ~ 

SUCH FERVE NT MYTHOLOGIZ1NG 0~ EDUCATION AND THE VERY 09-

SESSIO N WITH " cu LTURE" HAS TUR NED IN TO A CUL T~ EVEN MORE 0 

: .NTO THE CULT OF THE CUL Te Nf.:VERTHELESSp THE GAP BETWEE ?a 

DOG~A AND LAMENT IS RE AL AND SEEMS TO ENGE NDER LATELY ANAL-

TERNATlVE STRATEGY FOR THE GU IDANCE OF THE VOU NGo THE NE~ 

STRATEGY I S BASED ON CAUTION 0 MORE PREVALENT IN THE !SEVEN-

TIES THAN IT WAS IN THE 'SIXTIES• AND I F THE DRIVE OF THE 

WORKERS TOWARDS K~LTURNO ST IN ANY OF I TS MANI FESTATIONS~ 
') 

HAS BEEN EXPOSEv TO Rl DICU LE, NO ' MATT ER HOW G!NG ERLY , ONE 

MAY REST ASSURED THAT GU IDANCE or THE YOUNG, UNIDIR EC TIONAL 

IN THE P AST, HAS RU N INTO A SNARL• IROHY 1 NOT TOO SUBTLE AT 

THAT, TRULY tNFORMS ~N THE FOLLO WING FRAGMENT WH!CH MOCKS 

THE SP IRIT OF SOME WORKERS IN A HUGE FOU NORYo l QUOTZ A 

LIT ERARY CRI TIC WHO~ 1 T I S J~PORTANT TO NOTEp DOES NOT 
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INVENT ~ATTERS BUT, IN TURN , QUOTES PUBL I SHED TALES . 

ooorOR INSTANCE, ONE HERO IS A STEEL rOU NDER WHO AT 
THE SAM~ TI ME I S A MEMBER Or TH E PLA NT 1 S AMATEUR 
BALLET GROUPo CLOSE 6Y THE BLA S T fUR NA CE HE EXECU TE$ 
STU N N I N G 8 ALL E T STEP S lJ I L L U M I N ATE 0 8 Y C R I M S 0 N f" L MA E S • 
ANOTHER HERo, AN ELECTRO-~ECHANIC, READS IN SEVERAL 
fOREIGN LAUGUAGES SI MULTANEOUSLYo AND WHILE ON VACA
TION, HE S TU OI ES fREU0 1 S 11 ToTEM AND TABU 11 fOR HJ S 
OWN DIV ERS I ONo A THIRD HERO~ A WELDER AT THE IN STAL
LATI ON OF AN ATO MI C POWER ST ATI O N~ J S ENGROSSED IN 
11 TH E PROBLEI\45 OF THE F'l Nl TE AN O I NF"I Nl TE" AND REFUSES 
To ACCEPT THE OFFER OF A JOB AS A JU NJOR RESEARCH 
WORKER JN THE LABOR ATO RY Of ONE Of THE CAP ITAL 1 S 
SCIENTIF'IC RESEARCH I NSTJTU1E So 

THEREAfTER, THE WOR RI E D CR I TI C RATH ER .CALMLY ADOS A THOU GHT 

IN SUPPORT , BY. THE WAY, OF . THE ErfORT ·J N THIS PAP ER : 

IN ALL L fKE L JHOOO~ SUCH INSTANCES, AS THEY S AY, DO 
TAKE PLACE I N REAL LirE AND THEY EVEN, ONE MU ST AS SUME, 
EXPRESS THE T~NDE N C I ES Of OUR COMMUNI ST fU TUR Eo HOWE
VER,IT I S DOUBTFUL THAT THE SE RADIANT P S CTURES CAN 
SUBSTITUT E rOR;iPROfOUNO ART ISTI C EXPLOR ATION OF THE 
CLASS CONSC I OUSNESS AN O SOCi AL PSYCHO LOG Y OF THE CO N
TEMP ORA RY WORKER AND Or THE REAL CONfLICTS, NEEDS 
AND SP I RITUAL AND MORAL SE ARCH iNG 0 TYPIC AL OF THE WOR
KER'S MI LIEUo 

9 
THAT PROFOUND EXPLORATIO N I S NO WH ERE IN Sl GH T. AND CLASS 

CO NSCIOU SNEss, EXAMI NED WITHO UT WO RN-OUT CLJ CHts , OS TH E 

KE Y THEME FOR THE UNDERSTANDI NG Of THE SOViET WORK ER's UP -

WARD SOC IAL MOB I LITY OR , RA THER, OF' HIS ASPIRATiONS~ PRO-

FOUN D OR NOT P ROFOUND, TALE AFTER TALE TOUCHES , IF DEL! -

CATELYs ON A YOUNG WORKER 1 S DEC I S ION TO STAY IN THE SHO? 

OR NOT TO STAY AND, ADJACEN TLY, HIS IN CLINAT lOU TO REGRET 

THE DEC!SJON, ONE WAY OR ANOTHER~ OR NOT TO REG?.~T I To 

IF WE DE AL WI TH A YOUNG PE RSO Nt IT ME AN S TH AT HIS SE
NI OR ITY IS LO Wp THAT HI S QUALI FI CATION S AR E NOT TOO 
GOOO AND, ACCORDINGLY, H I S WAG ESo BUT HE HAS AN EDU
CATION • AS A RULE, IT I S HIGH ER TH AN TH AT OF THE 
PEOPLE AROUND HHA AN D THIS DETEP.MJ NES HI S ATTI TtJOF.:g 
HE USUALLY GOES TO WORK IN A PL ANT AFTE R AN UNSUCCEas -- ---~.,.,..._- -
f"UL ATTE:.APT TO ENTER AN I NSTI TU TIZ AN D HE DOES NOT Fi-
GURE TO ST AY-; LONG TlME IN THE PLANTo-rl TALI CS vsDJ 
HJSPOSI TJ ON Is CLEA~-HEMi:iS'T WO P.K o BuT HOW HE WORKS 
I S UN!MPORTAHTo HE ST I CKS TO SUCH AN OUTLOOK, AS A 
RUL ED FOR 3 TO 4 YEAR S AND JT I S ONLY WHEN HE AP PRO A
CHES THE AG E OF 25 THAT ON E BEG I NS TO NOT ICE A 
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STAB I L I ZATION IN H~S L I FE OR I ENTATION~ BY TH I S Tt ME 
HE USUALLY ACQU I RES A FAMILY AND BEG I NS TO LOOK AT 
LIFE SOBERLY ( I TALICS VSD)o THERE OCCURS A BREAK I N 
HIS SELF-CONCEPTION AS OF AN EXTRAORDINARY PERSO N HE 
CONSJ OEREO HIM SELf TO BE AT TH E AGE OF SSXTEEN OR 
SEVENTEEMo NO W HE UNDERSTANDS THAT HE i S A PERSON L I KE 
MANY AND BEG ! NS TO T!H NK THAT J T WOULD BE GOOD iO 
GET A HIGHER JOB SPECI F I CATl OH ANO GOOD WAGES 0 I N A 
WORO~ AS HEGEL USED TO SAY 0 » L I FE BREAKS ONE 1 S HORNSo" 

10 

TKERE ARE PR I CELESS SEMANTDC S I TS AND P I ECES HERE~ l oE~ 

THE PLACE OF THE WORD "SOBER, S &GN ALL 8 NG TH AT ASP CRAT J ONS TO 

STUDY I N AN I NSTQTUTE OR THE LIKE ARE ~OT ALWAYS SOBERv ALSO~ 

OF COURS Es THAT WH I CH ELSEWHERE OFFI C I ALDOM RAVES ANO RA NT $ 

AGA i NST WI TH RECENTLY I NCREAS I NG SH RiLLNESS~ NAMELY THE iN-

FAMOUS Of3MESHCHMH VAI'H E ( ME"(AMO RP HOS t S I NTO A PE T TY BOURGEO ~ s ) 

Of THE WORKER SEEMS TO BE TAKEN BENEVOLENTLY FOR GR ANT ED 

HERE 0 THE SOTTO VOCE PRO Mli SE OF' GOOD WAGES PROM I SES A GOOD 

L l fEo 

JUST I N TH!S S? i RI T AND GO!NG ONE STEP FUR TH ER~ HERE I S 

A REMARKABLE SAMPLE Of GU I DANCE AN D COUNSELL ! NGo P AZ1 E NZAo 

I T1 S COM S NGo BUT F I RST I TSH~ULD BE EMPHAS I ZED THAT STRA NGE 

NOTES CAN SOMET I MES BE HEARD OVER THE BASSO OSTE NU TO Of THE 

CULT OF EDUCATION ANO THAT THEY COULD CLEARLY BE HEAR D ALRE A-

DV SOME TEN YEARS AGOo THE SAMPLE HERE I S A DOUBLE-D~C~ERo 

A BRi GHT AND LUC I 0 LSTERARV CR ITi C C!TES AN EQUALLY BRI GH T 
1 1 

OCHER~! ST 0 As i CARE ABOUT TH E CRI TJ C 1 S VI EWS, SO THE CR3-

T8 C IN TH I S I NS TANCE CARES ABOUT THE AUTHOR 1 S EXACT WOROSo 

So, RASS ADI N (THE CRa Ta c) SUGGESTS THAT AGRANOVSKV {THE AUTHOR) 

DISCONCERTS US AT ONCE BY S ! DI NG WI TH THE BOSS O f A 
SHOP WHO HAS BEEN TALKING A WORKER OU~Of STUDY I NG TG 
BECOME AN ENG 5N EERo THE AUTHOR UNDERSTANDS FULLY WEL L 
iHAT 

11
J T I S SOMWHAT fi'UGHTEN 1 NG TO WR t rt: ABOUT TH J $ 

BECAUSE I T SOUNDS SACR I L J GEOUS TO THE EXTREME eoe" 
8UT HE GO~S ON WR I Ti NG BECAUSETHE BOSS lS P. J GHT: THE 
YOUNG FELLOW WAN TED TO STUDY NOT BECAUSE HE TRULY STROVE 
TO WARD KNOWLEDGE BUT BECAUSE H E F'i GURED THUS: uWHAT! AM 
i WORSE TH AN THE OTHERS Q ~on 



• • 
WHILE THE AUTHOR COURAGEOUSLY S t DES WSTH THE BOSS IN 

THE SHOP, THE CRITIC, JN TURN, SIDES WJTH THE AUTHOR AND 

11 GOES ON WFU Tl NG" ON HIS BEHALFo 

WHAT MATTERS, OF COURSE, IS NOT THIS UNQU£ OCCASION 0 

BESt DES, IT I S NOT UNIQUEo AGRANOVSKY TAKES HIS STAND 
AGAIN ST "THE GENERALLY ACCEPTED PLAN FOR GROWTH", 
AGAINST THE NOTION THAT "oNE BECOMES SOMEBODY" ONLY 
THUS : "To DAY YOU ARE A Sl MPLE WORKER 11 TOMORRO W YOU ARE 
A SPECIALIS T (MASTER) 11 THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW- YOU 
ARE AN ENG IN EER, THE BOSS OF A SHOP, THE DIRECTOR~oo~ 

THIS CRI Tl c's SPOKESMANSH JP IS MANYSPt.ENDOREDo IN ITS 

Rl CH TEXTURE THERE IS HIDDEN, A!nONG OTHER HI NTS 11 A SHRED OF' 

KHRUSHCHEV'S TYP£ OF DEMOCRATISMo Do YOU REMEMBER HOW NIKJ-

TA SERGEEV I CH TRIED TO CONSOLE THE CIT I ZENRY BY SUGGEST ING 

THAT NOT EVERY LITTLE GI RL SHOULD HOPE TO BECOME A BALLER INA ? 

JN dUST SUCH A SPCRIT, THE CR I TIC SUP PORTS THE AUTHOR ALL 

THE WAY IN THE CAUSE Or A SO~EWHAT STRANGE NEO-NEO-H UMANI S~ : 

LOVE AND CARE FOR THE ROOTED AND NON-CL~ MBING YOUNG WORKER 0 

THIS TWIST A REBOURS SEEMS TO HAVE STIRRED UP SOME CO NFU-

SION AMONG PROPAGANO I STS OF' OFF' J C I AL VALUES~ MEANT I ME, THE 

CRIT I C PRA I SES THE AUTHOR QUITE LUCIDLY FOR EMPHASiZING THAT 

WHAT TRUlY MATTERS FOR A YOUNG INDUS TR I AL LABORER ! S NOT THE 

SCRA~SLING UP THE PROfESSIONAL LADDER SUi 

GROWTH DEEP ~ NSI DE (v~)~ GROWTH OF' HIS MASTERYo HE 
THEREFORE ARGUES WITH THE CO MMON LY ACCEPTED SCHEME 
NOT ONLY fOR THE SAKE OF THE ECONO :~y {~)BUT i'"OR THE 
SAKE Of THE HUMAN BEING (CHELOVEK) 0 

WE~ TOO:~ HEAR THE POLAR) ZATJ ON OF DELO AND CHEt.OVEK LOUD ANO 

CLEAf~o 

INDEED, A BEAUTifUL PLAN PRO MI SING A FiELD MARSHAL'S 
STAFF TO E VERY30DY I S rN ESSENCE fNDl frERENT TOWARD 
THE PERSOH 0 IT I S CLEAR THAT NOT EVERYBODY CAN BE-
COME A Dl RECTORo 0o£S THIS MEAN THAT THE: PERSON WHO 
HAS NOT BECOME A DIRECTOR MUST FEEL THAT HE IS SECOND
RATE , OVERLOOKED, HU MI LIATED? 

FoR THE PURPOSES Of THIS EXPLORATORY PAPER THAT's JUST 

ABOUT AL L WE NEED TO IDENTIFY THE WOROS 11 THE TO NE, THE MO OD 
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OF THE CONfUSION AND CONTRADICTIONS IN THE MASSl VE UNDER-

TAKlNG Of PULLING YOUNG WORKERS UP~ BUT WE SHALL ST I CK WITH 

THIS LUCIO INfORMANT ALl TiLE LONGERo FoR HE WILL SHORTLY 

REVEAL WHY IT DOES NOT ALWAYS PAY FOR~ SYSTEM I TSELF 

TO ACTUALLY IMPLEMENT THE PUSHING OF INDUSTRIAL YOUTH UP-

WAROo ARE EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS ALWAYS AND BY NEC ESS I TY REAL, 

Gl><~C P.- T ,' C W 
PALPABL£ 0 AND WORTH THE MONEY : ''LCOSTS 

DUAL AND SOCIETY? 

80TH THE I N Of VI-

HAVING STATED THAT HIS ADMIRABLE AUTHOR ALTHOUGH CO NVER -

SANT WITH SOCIOLOGY AND ECONOMICS I S PRIMA RI LY A CHELOVEKO-

~ ( J CAP I TUL.ATE: J N FRONT Of TH I S SER ENE COMPOUND WORDo 

IT IS QUITE UNTRANSLATABLE, ESPECIALLY SINCE ANTHROPOLOGIST 

WON 1 T DO AT ALL), THE CR I TIC JOINS HIM IN WORRYING OVER THE 

VIRTUAL DISAPPEARANCE fROM INDUSTRY OF A VERY IMPORTANT SPE-

Cl ES, Goo KNOWS~ AND THAT I S 11 THE S ARGEANT OF I NOUSTRY", THE 

TECHNICIAN (TEKHNtK)o 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED? OF COURSE, THE LOVER Of SHORT TERM 
SOLUTIONS WILL HURRY TO OFFER THIS .JOYfUt. GUESS: THE . o? 
WALL BETWEEN PHYSiCAL ANO MENTAL WO RK IS 01 SAPPEARING 0 /~ 
~~FACT, HOWEVER 0 THE CAUSE IS MORE CONCRETE AND "GROSs": 
!TIS THE LOW WAGES OF A TECHNtCfANo THEY ARE LOWER 
THAN THOS E Of A SK ILLED (KVALIF I TZI~OVANNYt) WORKER 0 

THus, A WORKER HAVING GRADUATED FROM A TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
(TEKH NI KU M) DOES NOT WANT TO WORK IN HIS NEW SPECIALTY. 
IT DO ES NOT PAY fOR Hlkt TO DO SOo BuT EVEN AN ARMY 
WITHOUT SARGEANTS IS NOT AN ARMYe IN THE SEARCH FOR A 
WAY OUTp TH E PLANT ENGAGES IN CONSCIOUS BUT FORCED 
CHEATI NG (OCHK OV TJRATELSTVO)e TH E RESULT lS THAT ONLY 
3g PERCENT OF ENGINEERING POSIT I ONS ARE OCCUP I ED JN THE 
RSFSR BY PEOPLE WITH HIGHER EDUCATION~ ALMOST TWO THIRDS 
Of ENGINEERS IN THE COUNTRY ARE ---THE LOST TECHNICIANSo 

THE MESSp ACCORDING TO THIS AC~OUNT, IS COMPOUNDED FURTHER 

BEC AUSE THE URGE NT CRY FOR ENG I~ EERS HAS THE FOLLO WIN G Sl DE 

EFFECTo IT SOMEHOW CURTAIL S THE TRAINING Of TECHNIC IA NS EVEN 

MOREo THUS 

THERE IS A SHOR TAGE OF TECHNiCIANS ANOpTHEREFORE~ 
ENGINEERS LAND IN TH EIR POSITIONS iNSTEA Do BUT 
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ENG IN EERS, TO B~QIN WITH 9 WERE TRA IN ED TOO LO NG 
~ .IQ.Q. ~~NSI VELY {; TALtCSVSD)o S ECONDLv;--THEY WERE 
T R A I N E D T 0 00 S 0 M E T H I N G E N Tl RELY 0 I f" FE R E N T ~~> T H ERE 

OCCURS~ SQUA NDER ING££ EDUCATiON ( I TAL I CS VSD) ~ ANO 
TH E AB I L. I Tl ES OF THOSE PEOPLE WH O ARE DO i ~G SOMEBODY 
ELSE 1 S JOB REMAIN UNEXPLOREDo 

THERE ALSO OCCURS AT TH I S POI NT IN THE ARTQCLE A SWiT CH FROM 

"DRASTIC ECONO MI C CONCERNS " UNTO THE HUMANI ST TRACK AS BOTH 

CR ITI C AND AUTHOR CLAIM THAT 

WE HAVE NOW UNDERTAKEN THE "HUMAN" S IDE OF THE QUES
TI ON : THE DEfACEMENT (OBEZ LI CH KA), THE RUBB!NG OUT 
AND DESTRUCTION OF i NDI V~ DU AL! Tl ES• 

THEY NOW CLAIM %~AT THE ABSOLUTELY MOST aM PCRTA NT CONCER N 

FROM ALL S l. DES AND FOR ALL PARTIES I S TO LE T THE WORKER 

F't N D H I S P LACE 11 D I S C 0 V E R H l S 0 W N TALENTS ll A C QU I R E 
FULL WEI GHT (POLNOTSENNOST) 0 

13 

TH E HUMAN! S T IN TENT MiGHT NOi ALT OGE THER BE CO NVSN C! NG 

IN THI S LOVE DUET OF CR I Tt C. AND AUTH OR0 BU T SQU AN DE RE D 

EDUCAT I ON -THESE TWO STRANGE WORDS ALONE PROV iDE AN AS 

YET UNEXPLORED DIM ENS I ON TO THE CULT O r EOUC AT!ONo ADMIX ED 

TO THE RELA T I V E FRANKNESS WITH WHICH THE VAGAR I ES AND RISKS 
SYS T EM' s 

! N THEl_:TRATEG i ES ·. F'OR THE BLESS J N G OF WORK ER S WITH MATE-

RI AL AND IN STRUMENTAL GRA Tf F ! C AT I ONS ARE Dl SCUSSEO HERE, THE 

CR I TIC AND AUTHOR HIN T THA~CAUGHT BE TW EE N UNCERTAIN GUt DANCE 

AND HIS OWN IN CREASED DEM ANDS~ THE HERO WORK ER -MUCH eN 

TH E MANNER OF TH E V~~~~ SHJ NQ TECHNIC! AN - HAS SOMEHOW GO NE 

LOST 100 0 

5o No COMM ENT~ f~ 

THE Ll TER>.R'I JOU RNAL 0RUZH B ~ NA ROOO V SAW URGENTLY Fl T 

TO HOLD A LARGE SCALE CONrE RENCE ON 11 iHE Wo RKING CLASS AN D 

l ~ TERATURE", THE H&GHL!GHTS OF WHiCH WERE PUBLiSHED IN ITS 
14 

THI RO NUMB ER FOR 1970o F AR fROM AS SUAG! NG TH E LAM ENT S !) 

.. 
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AS l HAVE ALREADY SUGGESTED, IT SEEMS TO HAVE STIMULATED 

THEW FURTHER 0 ANYHOW, A LIIERARY CR I TIC SPEC I ALIZING 2 N 

THE THEME Of THE WORKER STATES SIX YEARS LATER I N THE S AM E 

JOURNAL 

• 000 NEVER HAS THE REPROACH fOR LAGGING BEH I ND SOU N
DED SO fREQUENTLY AS IN REG ARD TO Ll TERATURE DEDI 
CATED TO THE WORKING CLASS AND TO THE "WORKER 1 s" 
THEM Eo 

15 

WE SHALL BACKT RACK AS I T WERE TO THAT I LLUSTROUS CO NF E-

RENC€ TO PRESENT THREE EXCERPTS WITH NO COMM EN To 

I. -

-14 ' . 

AND so, WHAT IS THE MATTER? WHERE ARE THE REAL DEEP 
ROOTS Of LABOR TURNOVER {TEKUCHKA )~UNT I L L NOW SOC
IOLOGICAL RESEARCH HAS fAILED TO REVEAL THE H I DOE~ 

fORCES WH I CH DIRECT THE VI S I BLE MOB I LI TY OF PEOPLE o 
AND I T IS THE WR I TER ABOVE ALL WHO MUST HELP TH£ 
SOC & OLOG! STS AND US [Li TERARV CR I TS csJ NOT SO MU CH 
BY PUTT4 NG DI SCREET I TEMS ON VAR I OUS L I TTLE SHE LVES 
BUT BY HI S ABI LITY TO SYNTHS I ZE AND TO CREATE A P I C
TURE Of THE WHOLE, BY HJS ABI LITY TO SEE COMPLEX AND 
DI VERGE NT IN TERCONNECTIONS ( SLOZHNYE I MNOGOOS RAZNYE 
VZA! MC5 '1jd./Z.I )" , .( I TALl CS VSO} WI THOU T WHI CH ANV 
EXPLORA • ION OF THE ESSENCE OF THE MATTER I S I MPOSS ; B LE~ 

LATELY, ESPECIALLY IN CONNECTI ON WI TH THE ECONO MI C 
REFO RM ~ ALL OF US CONSIDER MATE RI AL INCE NTI VES (STI 
MUL I ROVANI E) AS VERY .I MPORTANT•; AREN 1 T SOC I OLOG 3-
CAL RECOMM ENDATIO NS PREC I SLY I N REGARD TO COMSATTtNG 
THAT VERY SAME LABOR TU RNOVER POINTED TOWARD ATTRAC
TING PEOPLE SY MEANS OF WAGES~ HOU51NG 1 SERV I CES I~ 
KI NDERGARTENS AND CR~CHES~ ETC? YEs, IN DEE D, TH AT 1 S 
THEIR P URPOSEo YETp D§ 0 IT NOT HAPPE N TO VOU TO NOiO CE 
THAT MATER I AL STI MULATIO N NOT I NFREQUE NTLY SOMEHOW 
ORAW~A BL ANK AND DO ES NOT TURM ·our -·· AS EFFEC"i! VE AS 
ONE HOPED JT TO B£ 0 

16 

THE COMRADE SOCIO LOG I STS PRE S ENT THE CHA SING AFTER THE 
ROUBLE AS THE ONLY STIMULUS~ EARN INGS ARE, I NDEE D, TH E 
FOU NDAT I ON OF ALL FOUHOATIO NS• NOONE CA N QUARREL 
WITH THATo BUT THERE IS ALSO PRI OE I N ONE 1 S ENTER
PRI SE, AND LOVE FO R tT , AND HABSTo 

17 

WHAT, THEN, IS REALLY THE MATTER? FJRSTt IT iS f AR 
fRO M OBVIOUS WH ! CH PROFESS I ONS EX ACTLY OUGHT TO BE 
REGARDED TODAY AS THOSE HELD BY WORKERS AN D WH I CH 
OTHERS SHOULD BE CO NSJCE~EO I TR (iS)? T~E PURELV ~Co ~
OMJC CRI TER I A FOR TH I S Gl fFERE NTJ ATION ARE NO LO NG ER 
ENTIRELY VALS00 NoR CAN EDUC ATI ON PER SE SERVE AS 
A DEC I S l VE s a GN Of Di V ~ $- t O N& THE PROBLEM, 06V J OUSLY, 
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GOES BEYOUNO NOM ENC L ATURE AS SUCH - WORK ER OR ENG IN E~ft 

AND BEYOU ND THE P ROBL EM OF WAG ES AS WELL 0 THE Dl FfE REN 
TIATJON I S ESTABLI SH E D MOSi EAS I LY ACCORD ING TO OCCU
PAT! ON AL FUNCTIO NS 3 H REGARD TO THE MANAGEMENT OF PRO
DUCTS ON ( MANAGER OR MANAGE0) 0 BUT A SCHOOLBO.'( WH t LE 
CHOOS ING A PROfESS I O N KNOWS ABOUT THESE MA TTERS L E AST 
OF' ALL. HE CHOOS ~ S EDUC ATION AND NOT SO MU CH A PROFESS ION 
AS SUCH NOR TH E NAM E I TSEl..F OF HIS FU'iURE STATUS : WO RK ER 
OR ENGIN EER. SECONDLY, IT IS f AR fRO~ OBV I OUS WH AT IT 
I S EXACTLY THAT EDUCAT IO N OFFERS 0 JUDG ING BY RESEARCH 
DONE ABOUT THE PREST I GE Of PROFESSI ONS AND ABOUT THE 
CHO I CE Of PROFESS I ONS, IT I S NOT THE SPEC;AL TY IN ITSELF 
THAT STANDS OUT AS THE FOREMO ST F ACTOR INVO LVED IN TH E 
CH OI CE Of HIGHER E CU CATI ONe RATHER, · tT IS THE L EVEL O F 
E DU CATI ON, AND NOT ! T S DIRECTION 0 · (t·lfGHER EDUCATJON"l (19} 
OFFERS A WI DE CHO ICE OF OPPORTUN I Ti~S FOR ONE 1 S FUTURE 
CAREER WH EREAS GENER AL SECON DA RY EDUC ATION Slf!PLY COES 
NOT OFF ER SU CH A POSSQ.B J L.9 TY. THE CAREER Of A WO RKE R 
I S TIED TO A RELATIV ELY NARROW SPECIALIZATION WH I CH PRE
VAILS IN CONTEMPO RARY MA SS lNDUS TRYo t T IS TIED TO THE 
CURRE NT PERSPECT JV E Of REACING ONE 1 S MAXIMUM JOB RATING 
BY THE AGE OF" 30 OR 35 AND BY SO DO l NG TO EXH AU ST ALM O ST 
ENTI RELY THE POSSI B I L I T I ES f OR A PROFE SSI ONAL CARE~R. 

AND THEN WHAT? To STU DY AND STOP 8E tN G A WORKER ? TO BE
COME AN ITR? WHY, TH E Np DI D ON E HAVE TO WAST ' WHY 
COULD ONE NOT HAV E GONE STUDYING RIGHT AFTER SCHOOL? 
To REMAIN A WORKER? Bur, THEN 0 FO~ THE REMAINING YEA~S 
MORE THAN HALF Of YO UR LIFE - YOU WILL 00 A MORE OR LESS 
MONO TONOUS JOB WITH A MIN:Mu~ Or INNOVATION AND CREATI 
VI TY. T~ £ WA GES WILL BE H t GHo BUT WHAT GOOD ARE HIGH 
WAGES IN AM AGE OF GENERAL BO ! STEROUS DY NAMI CS WHiCH 
YOU CAN ALMOST TO UCH AN D WHICH YOU CAN SEE E VEN ON A 
TV SC REENo WELL, NO, iNDEE D• HIGHER E DU CATION G!VE ON~ 
TH E POSSIBILITY OF BE ING PART Of THE ST RE A~~ Or THAT 
MOST IMPORANT DYN AMISM OF THE AG E EVE N ~ f ONLY AS A 
11

PEG " (nVINTIK"}o AND, PERHAP S, AS MORE THAN A PEG! 
ALL O NE NEE DS IS A CH AN CEd 

20 

CHANGE Of MJ NOe~ YEs, S\4ALL CO MM ENTe f HAVE CO NTROLLED AN 

UR~~ FOR MAKING t TALJCS IN TH E HOPE THAT THE READER WILL 0 8-

Vt OUSLV N OT ~ C E THAT "REMAINING A WORKER" !S NOT SUCH A GREAT 

IDEA FROM VAR I OUS PO iN TS OF" VI EW0 P ECULIAR TO THE SEV ENTIES~ 

IT TURNS OUT THAT IT f S NOT SUCH A GO OD I DEA BECAUSE, P ARI.-

OOXI C ALLY:~ THE WAGE S ARE HI GH 0 "NoT BY BRE AD ALONE"o 

.f 
/i;;T;,T THIS J UNCTURE NCFt AT AN Y Oili ER DO I ME AN TO T RESP ASS 

ON i H£ Rr ALY Of ECONOM IST S O R OTHER SO CIAL SCJENT I STSo I MEAN 

ONLY TO IL LU S TRA TE HO W DEEPLY - AND IN EFFECTIV EL Y E,.ID-

LESS DISCUSSIONS A30U T LABOR PRO SLEMS HAVE E NT ERED THE 
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01 F"rUSt WOR!J) OF' L! TERATURE AND HOW THE TENACIOUS PUBLt TSI S TS KA 

IN TH I S B~G : CUL TU RE-F'ORM!NG AND CULTURE-RIDDEN REALM TAK ES 

UP THE EMPHASIS OH CERTAIN NEW WORD CLU S TERS 0 I~ TURNp 

WI SH TO EMPHASi ZE SLOZHNYE !_ MNOGOOBRAZNYE VZAf MOSVYAZ~ (WHAT

EVER THAi MEANS ) ONCE ~ORE~ jN THE 'sEVENTIES, INDE E D~ THE 

IMPORTANT, $NFORMATIVE ~ AND CONT ROVERSIAL L I TERARY WORKS 

DEALING WJ TH LABOR P~OBLEMS CONCENTRATE ON I NTRAMURAL FRJ C-

TiONS , COLLBS t ONSD DEMAHDS 1 FRUSTRAT i ONS AT THE EXPENSE OF 

NOT ONLY THE fORMERLY HERO I C WORKER SUT THE WORKER~ P LAtN 
H~ ~~€4 tLs~8ctL'~d -l't- tdl-fi"--LfY4~ ~~~~~. 

AND S I MPLEe.LI HOPE TO ILLU STR ATE THIS AT THE CONFERENCE 6Y7hE_ 

JUXTAPO S I NGDO.Ui OF' TH E AVALANCHE OF' THE lt TERARY OUTPUT aN 

RECENT YEARs, Of ~UST TWO PLAYS g I &DVORETSKY ' s CHELOVEK SO 

STORONV (1972) ANO Go 80K AREV's STALEVARY (1973 ) 

6o I NTRf CAC i f$O F' PER!ODlZATIONe - -
TtiE STAKING OUT OF PERIODS I S A: D! STORTJ NG AND DEAD£-

NING LITTLE JOB IN REGAR D TO ANY LiTERATURE~ BuT GOSlZOAT 

LDT ER ATURE CAN S IMPLY NOT BE APP RO ACHED fO R ANY RECONNA I SSANCE 

PURPOSE WiTHOUT AWARENESS OF THE ESTABL I SHMENT's CO NSTA Nt 

EFFORTS OF PERIODJ ZATION 0 INDEED~ TH E M~RRORJNG OF ONE AD-

JO J Nl NG PERl 00 IN THE OTHER, Pf.. Ef'ifR ABLY BACKWARDS~ l oEo THE 

MOST RECEN T PERIOD IN THE PRECEEDI NG~ STANDS OU T TO THI S DAY 

AS THE MOST USEFUL WAY FOR RAPID IDENT I FICATI ON OF SHiFTS 

I N CANT, STR ATEGY, MYTH MAKING 0 HiNDS I GHT REALLY iNFORM S~ 

WHILE EXAM I ~!NG THE 1 fiF'TJ ES AND ESPEC I ALLY THE'Sl XTEES ~ 

FREQUENTLY WJ TH A MODI ClJM OF NOS T ALGI A9 THE CRl TJ C$ ! N THE 

1 SEVENTJES INVAR I ABLY OJ SCUSS THE SURGING AND THE WAN1NQ 

OF' LEAD! NG THEMESp THEMAH C CLUSTERS~ THE TENACIOUSNESS OfF' 
11t c fl.-' f. AK ;./IE$ 'S 

soME AS OVER · Lor oTHERs ~· AND oNE Ml GHT SAY THAT fRotA 

THE WHOLE DE:CAOE OF' THE 1 SJ XTi ES ONu TH E SO-CALLED . 
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VILLAG E THEME AND IT S SUCCESSFUL WR I TERS (DEREVENSHCHI Kl) HAS 

BEEN MUCH AD'.tl REO AND ENVi ED t ESPECI AL!..Y I N DOLEFUL COMPARI-

SON WITH THE WORKER 's THEMEo BUT iH£ PEASANT THEM E IS NOT THE 

ONLY ONE THE POOR WORKER CANNOT EVEN BEGIN TO CO MP ETE WITHo HE 
~')I 

IS BEATEN DOWN BY ALL OF' THEM. IN ·- LGLI 8 AND PAl NF'U L SHORi-

HAN00 "WAR" STILL FLOURi SHES WITH WAVES OF REVIVAL UPON REVI-

VALJ 11 0HIL0 11 j n FAMILY"; AND EVE N "LOVE" IN PROFUSE CROPS IF, 

FOR OUR TASTE 9 OF SOMEWHAT FEEBLE SUBSTANCE • As THEY ALL PROG-

RESS FROM TH E ~ SlXT ! ES TO THE 'sEVENTI E5 11 THE CO MMON FEATURE 

OF DEVELOPMENT J S TH E GROWTH 11 I NDEE0!1 OF' 11 COM?LE Xf TV" (SLOZH-

NOST) AND nCON TR AOf CT IONS 11 (PROT t VORECHIYA)o THAT THE WORKER, 

AS ALRE ADY SUGGESTED REPEATEDLY:; I S SOME SORT OF A LOSER _9,~~ 

WORKER I S THE b1 AI N TH! NG ONE HAS TO KNOW ON THE MATTER ON HAN00 

THE 11 NEGATt VE CAPABI Ll TY" SPEAKS ELOQUE NTLY ENOUGH~,' 

IN REGARD TO PREVALENT PERIODIZATION AND ITS PRiNCiPLES, 

WHJCH, ALA~~ HAVE SEEN REPEATED SO MUCH ZN TH E SOVIET LITERARY 

~ 
TOWNHALL THAT THEY HAVE ALREADY BECOME FR I NGE CL I CHES, THE 

F'OLLOWSNG, ONE MJ GHT SAY ANAPA& STI C, VI EW IS 01'F'ER~ Oo T~e: .1 fl. f-

TIES HAVE BEEN TH E DECAD£ , A~TER A CERTAI N WELL-KNOWN DATE, 

OF EXPLOS I ON, LlB ERAT IONv DISCOVERY . THE 1 SIXT!ES HAVE TURNED 

FROM EXPLOSION TO ANALYSf S 1 PLACING F EELINGS UNDER EX AMINAT I ON, 

AN O DE VOT I NG A GREAT DEAL Or ENERGY TO CONFESSIONS; THEtSEV EN-

TIES, ACCORDI NG TO TH ~ HI GH HOPES OF CR I TI CS, SHOULD HAVE BEEN 

THE PER l 00 Or SYNTHESJ S o•oCUM CO MP OSURE, DECORUM: M ATURiTY~ 

COMMENSURATE WITH THE GRANDEUR AND BENEFACTIO NS Or THE CELE-

BRAT£0 NTR 9 .THE SCI ENTI F i C TECH NI CA!.. REVOLUTiONe l N OTHER 

WOR DS IT SHOULO BE: AND9 PERHAPS, IN PAR1 a s, ACCORDING TO THESE 

CR J TI CS;"THE L!T ERATUREO F THE DE VELOPED AND MATURE SOC iALIST 
2 1 

SOCIETY"• 



THE CONQUESTS WHICH PROSE HAS MADE IN THE LAST YE AR S 
1i CONNECTED PRECI SELY WITH TH E LE NDING OF DE EP MEA
NING ( _U GLUBLENNOE OSMYSLE~l E } TO CHARACTERSo 

22 

A•.toNta OTHER ?ROBL~MS TH I S AMOUNTS TO ONE MOR Eo THE . LE NOINS 

OF DEPTH TO CHARACTERS ALSO CONTRIBUT ES TO THE DEHERO i ZATI ON 

OF THE WORKER AN D, THUS t WORKS AGAIN ST HIM. S IN CE SOVI ET BE-

G!NNJN GS IT HA S BE EN EITHER PANEG YRI CS TO THE PUBLIC HERO OR 

THE MUCH LESS "PUBLi C" DEEPENING OF CHAR ACTERo 

THE MO DEST PURPOSE O F THJ S P AP ER WAS TO MAKE SOVI ET CRj-

TI CS S AY THEMSELVES AND !N TH EI R OW N WAY THAT L I TERATURE BY 

ANO LARGE HA S VEERED AWAY ~ ESPECIALLY IN THE 1 smXTJ ES FROM 

LOUD CO LLE CTI VE- SO CIAL-PUB Li C MY THS WI TH SOME SORT OF I UAGE 

OF THE WORKER AT THE HELM~ SEEN FROM .THE P ERSP EC71 VES ANO 

NEEDS OF THE 1 S EVE NT I ES, AN IRRITATION !S QUIT E NOT I CE AB LE 

AMONG THE MO RE OBTUSELY OR.THODOX (WHAT EVER THAT ME ANS TODAY) 

WI TH WHAT 7HEY CALL MI CRO ANALYSI S, DETA I L , CONFESSIONAL STUFF 

(I SPOVEOALNAYA PROZ A)o THA T MUCH 5 S QU I TE CE:RTA I N, 5 NDEEOo 

THE STE ADY GRO~ TH AMON G L IB ERAL WR!TER~,AN O THEY ARE THE ONES 

WHO AR~ REAO~ OF THE I R CONCE RN WITH PSYCHOLOGY~ S I MPLE p TRA

Di TI ONAL, MEANING FUL {WHETHER " MI CRO" OR NOT) MA KES A R£7URN 

TO HEROICS OF ANY KI NO RATHER AWKWARDo TH I S iN I TSELF WO ULD 

NO T HAVE BE EN POSSI BLE WITHOUT THE WANING OF IOEOLOGY 0 YET, 

THAT TOO JS NOT THE ONLY REASON FOR DEHEROGZATlONo OF TH I S 

LATER~ MEANWHIL E, HERE I S AN EX AMP LE OF COGENT, INFoRMATI VE, 

I F SOMEWHA T FUR TIV E, CO MPARING OF THE TWO PER I ODS OF GREAT 

INT ERE ST TO us. ACCO RDiNG TO VALERII GEIOE KO {WHO TOGETHER 

WITH BoANA SHENKOV AND V.KoVSKY I S A~ONG THOSE WHO SPECIALIZE 

IN OUR THEME) , THE 1 SSXTi ES WA S A STRANG E DECADE, TO SAY THE 

LEAST., "CotJFESS I ON AT THE Tl ME WAS NOT ONLY FORMAYI VE FO R 
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LITERATURE BUT fOR ll FE"• Now~ HOWEVER~ IN THE 1 SEVENTI ES 

ACCOR DING TO HIM 

YoUNG PROSE HAS BECOME HOW SHOULD I PUT I T MORE 
CALM, MORE BALANCED9 VEHEMENCE, P A THOS~ P RET ENT I OUS
NESS HAVE Dl MJ Nl SHED• 

Of WHAT RELEVANCE I S THIS TO THE THEME OF THE WORK ER . ? 

WAI To ALL TH l NGSp THEMEs, MYTHS , Cll CHfs, AND TRUTHS ARE 

!NTERCONNECTED, E SP ECIAL LY 8N SO VIET LITERATURE 0 T~E ADVE NT 

OF CALM AND BALANCE, HERALDED BY GEl DEKO WITH SATtSFACTIONp 

COVERS MU CH .TERRI TORY AND IT IM POSESll AS WE SHALL SEE , THE 

NEWLY CAL~ED AND BALANCED NORMS ~OR THE POSITIVE BEHAVIOR 

OF TH OSE IN THE LITERATURE Of THE 1 S£VENT I ES WHO AR E BECOM ING 

HE RO ES. AND l T TURNS OUT j, · ' . FOR THE SAKE OF A PO: NTEO CO ~A-

PAR I SON . HC:: I S MA!<tNG 1 THAi NOT ONL Y WAY BACK WHE N CN THE SE-

VEP. Al REVOLUT I ON ARY PERIODS WAS S ElfLESSNESS 

S ELF-S ACR J f i CE THE VERY HEART OF THE WORKER's HEROISM BUT 

I T PREV AI LED~ MI RAB IL E DICTU, IH TH E t SJXTIES: 

A DECADE AGO ••• SELF-SACR I F I CE WAS POSITED AS A NECES
SARY AND UNAV OI OASL E FORM OF" THE SELF- CO NCEP 7 1 ON Or -" 
HEROo 

THAT 1 S THE START ING POI NTQ THEN THE CRJ TI C DESCRIBES I N GREAT 
. ~ 

DETAIL HIS P J ECE CE RESI STENCE, A S TORY HE CONS I O~RS TYPJCAL 

FOR THE SH I FT. IN VALUESp YES , 1N CORE SoV I ET VALUES WH ! CH 

HAS BEEN OC CURING IN TH E TRANS2T;ON fRO~ TH E 1 SIXTIE S TO THE 
~"'..t.'o?4 dJ:aih tt. 714.

t SE VENTEESo HE QUOTES fRO M THE S TO RY EXTENS I 'lC:: LY L !.fORK , A 
- -- .... --- - -~ 

GREAT DE AL OF aT AN D MIS~ R AB LE0 THE GOOD OLD EMERGE NCY SPA SM S 

NOW ABHORRED, SHTURMOVSH CHtNA 0 RO AD CONS TRU CT ION rAP. AWA~ 9 

U CHERTA NA KULICHKAKH 6 SWEAT AND IN SUPER ABLE DIFF!CULTSES 0 - -- -
AND J T I S TH E HEROp AN ENGI NEER, WH O I S TELL ING THE STORYo 

f 



20 

BuT HE TELLS IT WITH A TWIST ANO THE TWIST IS ~HAT I S NEW 

ABOUT THE STORY : CALM ANO BALANCE WI TH A DROP OF IRONY. 

HERE, TOOp ONE MUST TAKE IN THE DETAILS • 

As USU AL, T I ME WAS RUNNING OUTo As USUAL~ THE I UPOSED 
OATES PRESSED DOWN ON .You. As USUAL, THERE WERE HOT 
ENOUGH PEOPLE ·~• HE FELT THAT HE WAS DROWNING !N THSS 
WOR K, THAT THERE WAS NO END TO IT, THAT lT ~AS ENDLESS, 
THAT THE COU NTRY WAS ENORMOUS, TH AT ROADS WERE FEW~ 

THAT CONSTRUCT I ON WAS PROGRESSI NG SLOWLY~ THAT THERE 
WOULD BE RI GHT HERE ENOUGH WORK TO THE END Of HI S L I FE • 
BuT WAS IT HIS LifE? -

Wow! AND THE CRtTfC WHO LIKES THIS NEWUSEPARATISTHVERY WELL 

SPEAKS OUT fOR HIM LOUDLY AS WELL AS FOR WHAT HE ASSUMES THE 

EVOLV I NG PRIORI TIES Of THE SEVENTEES TO BE : 

IS I T NOT TRUE THAT THESE WORDS DO NOT AUTOMATICALLY 
LEAD TO THE CONCLUS!ON THtiY WOULD HAVE LEO TO TEN YEARS 
AGO , NAMELY 11 TO WOR:< - TH AT 1 S 'NHAT J S NEEDEDo To WORK 
ALL THE TIMEo JusT DO YO UR WOR K AND EVERYTH I NG WILL FALL 
I NTO SLOT 11 o 

No, SAYS THE CRJTIC~ Now EVERYTHJ ~G DOES NOT FALL I NTO SLOT o 

FAR fROM I To 

WORK IS NOT AN END J N iTSELfQ )T I S A MEANS Of ATTA I 
NING A SACRED AND LOFTY GOALo 

IN VAJ N, PRIVATELY AND ON OUR OWN BEH ALF, WE HOPED THAT THAT 

SACRED GOAL MJ GHT BE SPELLED OUT SINCE I T HAS NEVER EVER BEE N 

BEtORE e INSTEAD, THE CRITIC I NSISTS TH AT JUST THE VEER I HG 

AWAY FROM WORK AS A GOAL JN ITSELF MARKS THE " MOST CHAR ACTE-

Rl ST J C SH l fT IN THE CREATIVE AND ETHICAL POSi Ti ONn OF L l TE-

RATURE !N THE 'sEVENT I ES AS CQMPAREO WI TH THE PRECE:DlNG DE-

CAOEe HEREWITH, "tABOR AS CRE ATI VI TY" (TRUD KAK TVORCHESTVO) 

IS GREETED UPON THE SCENE AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, THERE ENTERS 

11 WI TH A f"J P.M STEP 11 THE MOST REMARKAB·LE CREATURE Of THE RE-

CENT YEARS , I NDEEDe IT I S NO OTHER THAN THEnOELOYOi CHELOYEKue 

AND SHORT Of CALLING HI M THE NE W RAK HM ETOV , COMPUTE RI ZED AND 

ALL 0 I DO NOT KNO W HOW TO TRANSLATE I T FOR NE I THE e ttBUS I NESS-
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LIKE PERSON" NOR "RAT I ONAL MAN" SEEMS PROPERo Now, WHAT 1 S NEW 

ABOUT H I ~? CALM AND BALANCE ABOVE ALL AND FE~VENT INTEREST 

I N H I S OWN PRIVATE UFEp THAT's WHAT ' s NEW ABOUT H i M0 QUA 

HERO, HE I S OLDER THAN HE USED TO BE IN THE 1 S J XTIESo HE 

DOES NOT H I DE H I S INSECURIT I ES AND SELF DOUBTS BEHIND WORK, 

WORK 2 WORKo (M~I TALlCSJBUT GE J OEKO'S EXEGES I S !) HE HAS OTHER 

Fl SH TO FRYo 

THE HERO U~ THE PROSE OF THE 'sl XTEES STUDIED, WA S 

F I NGSH I NG AN INST l TUTE , AND WAS ADJUSTING TO A JOBQ 
HE GOT ACQUAtNTEO W! TH A YOUNG G I RL~ HE WAS FALL I NG 
I N LOVE AND HE WAS MAKING LOVE DECLARATIONS TO HERo 
THE WR I TER L EO HIM TO THE DOORS Of' ZAGS o 8UT IT WAS 
ONLY RARELY THAT THE WRITER WOULD OECJDE TO CROSS THE 
THRESHOLD OF THIS ADM I RABLE I NST I TUTION, FOLLOWING H1 S 
HE ROo 
THE HERO OF THE SEVENTEES WOR KS$) QUARRELS W! TH THE AUTHO-· 
R! Tl ES AND MAKES UP WITH THEM, STANDING UP FOR HD S 
RI GHTNESS (PRAVOTA)o HE HAS A FAMILYD CHiLDRENo HE 
DOES NOT GET ENOUGH SLE·EP WHEN TH E CHI LOREN ARE Sl CKe 
(·N TH E MORN I NG HE GRUMBLES AT HI S WIFEQ 

I T I S Too SIMPLE TO ADD TO GE i DEK0 1 S CONTRAS T THE FACT 

THAT THE WR I TERS THEMSELVES .HAVE ACQU I RED TEN MORE YEARS OR 

SO. ANO MAY WELL FEEL LJK E GRUMBLt NG0 SOMETH ; NG~ ! T WOULD 

SEEM, FAR MORE I MPORTAN T IS SEETH I NG HERE : THE STAND!NG UP 

FOR WHAT I S RI GHT , ONE BV ONEo AND THE rAMJLV NEXUS THAT 

MAKES YOU STANO UP I N THE Fl RST PLACEo DE MAND! NG J NSTEAO OF' 

G! Vt NGo AND THE PATTERN MAKERS FOR NE W LABOR HEROICS WiLL 

HAVE TO TAKE -AND DO ALREADY - JU ST THJS CRUC I AL SH I F T 

I NTC ACCOUNT., AND 9 OF COURSEp THE GRUMBLING PAP ASHA ! S AS 

L I KELY AS NOT ALREADY VULNERABLE TO THE ACCUSATiON Or OSMESH-

CHAN I VANIE ( METAMORP HOS9 8 INTO A PETTY BOURGEo g S)o 8UT SO ME 

SORT OF MET AMORPHOSIS WAS I NEViTABLE ANYWAY$ ANO POLAN00 

AfTER ALL, WITH ITS LABOR UPHEAVALS AND PRECARIOUS RAPPRDCHE-

MENT BETWEEN THE INT ELL I GENTS:A AND WORKERS IN JA ! L iS NOT 

ALL THAT REMOTE 0 
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BUT THIS MAY WELL BE P ARAN OJ 0 THINKING IN OUR HEAn, NO T 

IN G El OEK0 1 s. H~ TIES THING S TOG ETH ER JN HIS OWN WAY WHI CH 

IS, INDE ED , REVE ALfNG AND MEANINGFUL ENO UGH : 

HEROISM IS NOT A SYNONYM BUT RATHER AN ANTIPO DE 
Of SELF- SACRJFICEo (GERO I ZM ~E SIN! NIM A S KOR EE 
PROT JVP OLOZHNOST ZHERTVEN NO ST I ). 

23 

7o CLUES STRUNG TOGETHE R 

THERE I SSUE S F ROM SITS AND P IE CES OF f i CT I ONp P ARA-

FSCT I C N~ AN D LITERARY DEBATES VEJLEO I NFORMATION THAT DUE 

TO THE WANING Of i DEOLOGY , TH E MAINSTR EAM OF MYT HMAK ING HAS 

BEE N SUFFERING FOR A LONG TIM E NOW, A COUPLE OF DEC ADES AT 

LEAST 0 A LOSS OF CLARJ TY. THE: HERO I C i~AG E OF THE WOR KER 

HAS THEREBY SUFFEREO GREAT L Y~ WHEN THE PROSTO I RABO CHI~ 

HAS BECOME AN EMBARRASSMENT IN MOR~ WAYS THAN PURE S~MAN T I C S? 

EFfORT S SURGE TO CHANGE HI~ INTO SOMETHING ELSE BU T PRE-

FERABLY NOT INTO A MESHCHANIN 0 AND TH AT I S A DI FFICULT 

STRATEGYo fo R THE DIDACT I C AND COGN I TIVE PURPOSES OF GOS I Z-

OAT FICTION AND !TS IN TERPRETAT IVE AC CO MPANIM EN T ARE AT 

LOGGERHEADS HER£ BE IT AtONE BECAUSE ADVANC ES IN TE CH NO -

LOGY, ALLEGED OR RE AL, HAVE A WAY OF" PERVERTING ENTRE NCHED 
TBA DITI ONAL 

MY TH OLOGY 0 ADVAN CED TECHNOLOGY PER~ D~fLATES THE~ERO 

WORK E Re AT ALL COST AND fRO M MANY POINTS OF VI EW HE MUST 

BE PREVENTED F~OM STORMING, STR AINING, REgCUING, KJLLING 
H~ ,., ... u,of sy~-lv ~'ll~,~l-0:-v 1/A~f.ervt~ /k..Cvv-K.ivtu~ AJ00VV...-R4, 
HIMSELFe[_HE MU ST SE PRE VENT ED FROM BEING UNRULY, ASCE~-

ANO HE MUST NOT BRE AK THE MACHi NERVe 1/e_ fl"t1Uf/-~PeM1 -J2:{~_/-. 
CAL, CO LLECTIV! ST. [_CO NVER SELY , H E MUST ALSO BE PRE VENT E D 

FROM E~SOURQEOISEMENT& ANALY SI S AN O PREVENTION THE REOF 

OCCUP I ES MORE AND MORE PAGES OF FICTION AND SO~E WRiTERs, 

SUCH AS Yt.IRG l TRI FONOV HAVE BECO ME MASTERS OF THE THEME 0 
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FoR IN THE WAKE Of THAT FAMOU S NTR, A LARGE CONCLAVE Of 

WORKEROOM HAS ALLEGEDLY MADE THE fOLLOWI f4 G PERl LOUS Dl S-
24 

COVERY :"ONE CA N L IY E WITHOUT WORKING AND WITHOUT STEALING"6 

()l1A.. ~ .S p~~t-141 tiJ. ..ffu-. Utt..t:JY!:t-ft 'X.-~ 17 #<.L ~ ~-:?-t-tv t2J.U( 
ONE MUST AGREE THAT I T~S QUITE~ OISCOVERY , LON E TH AT TRULY 

HEL?S OBMESHCHANI VANI E ALONG 0 S1 NC E JUST THI.$ PROCESS HAS 

BECOME A MAJOR PROBLEM IN LITERATURE, THE OCCASJ ONAL DEFEN-

SJVE TONE OF THE MORE ORTHOOOX CR ITI CS ADDS ITS OWN SHRED 

Of USEfUL lNfORMATJON 0 As EX AM PLE: 

THE RATHER SMOOTHLY WRITT EN NOVEL BY Mt NCHKOVSKY SS DE
DICATED TO THE OBMESHCHAN I YANIE OF WOR KING PEOPLE, A 
PROBLEM WHI CH, SY AND LARGE , I S F ABRI CATED (NAOUMANNAYA)o 
THIS DOES . N07 MEA N TH AT IN L I FE THERE DO NOT EX I ST 
PEOPLE LIKE THE HERO Of THIS NOVEL, THE CARPENTER 
DoLGOV, WHO HAS RIPPED OFF AN ENORMOUS CACHA FOR HiM
SELF, WHO IS A GRABBER 0 A ~ESHCHANIN, A MAN WiTH AN 
INSATIABL E THIRST FOR MONEY AND A MANWITH AN EXTRE~ELY 

NARROW HORIZON OF SPIRITU AL NEEDSo BUT HOW MANY PEOPLE 
ARE THERE IN LIFE LIXE DoLGOV? AND I f THERE lS ANYONE 
WHO BOASTS OF SUCH OACKAS AS H i S~ ! TIs, OBVIOUSLY~ 
NOT THE WO?.KJN G CLASS 0 
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THERE AR E OTHER FORCES AND CONTINGENCIES SH AP!NG THE 

PRODUCT! ON OF CULTU ~E TODAY THAT STAND IN THE '!JAY OF RE-

HEROIZATION OF THE tNDUSTRI AL WORKERo( BY THE WAY~ THE 

LUMBERJACK, THE FJSHE RM ANp THE MERCHANT SA ILO Rp AND THE 

TEAMSTER HAVE A MUCH EASIER TIME ENACTING HERO! SM ANO COME 

OFF BETTER ALL THE WAY AROUNDo BUT THIS IS ANOTHER SUBJECT . ) 

FoR t NST.t..NCE, THE Ll BERAL \.IRi TE:R S AND WI TH THEM MUCH OF 

THE INTEL LIGENTSIA HOWEVER WE DEFINE IT -RESPOND TO THE 

NEW HUMANISM THEY THEMSELVES PROPAGATE• I T TEACHES CONCERN 

FOR THE WORKERcS WELL-BEING 0 AND IT FOCUSES B~NEVOLENTLY 

ON WHAT THE WORKER TAKES OP. , RATHE?.~ SHO ULD TAKt HO~E TO 

HI S COZY rAMSLY NEST IN TERMS Of GOOD~ ES AND PRESTIGE GR A-

TlfiCATIONSo EVEN WITH THE VERY BEST ~NTENTIONSp IT BE-

COMES Di fFICULT TO GLOR I FY THE WORKER AS A HERO WHC !S 
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SOLELY ENG AGED IN ASCETICAL GJVI~Qo WE HAVE HEARD~ THE PRE-

SCRIPT: "HEROI 6!14 IS NOT A SYNONYM BUT RATHER AN ANTIPODE 

Or SELF-SACRIF'ICEHo BuT IT I S HA RD TO MAKE AN ENTHRALLING 

I MAGE Or SUCH DELOVO I HERO I SMe 

SOME OTHER FACTORS OU GH T TO BE CONSf OEREO iN A . FUTURE 

SERI OUS STUDY Or THE IMAGE Or THE f NDUSTRI AL WORKERo LET US 

.JUST BR IEFLY HI NT A~( TWO Of THEM, ONE 11 THEMATJ C 11
l> THE OTHER 

rtBIOGRAPHI c"o As TO THE f1 RST: IT OOES NOT HELP THAT THE 

MUCH AND DESERVEDLY MALIGNED PRO IZVODSTVENNY ! ROMAN (THE LIN-

GER ING STAL INI ST INDUSTRIAL NOV EL FEATURING TRACTORS AND TUR-

BINES AS ~EROES) I S ST IL L, ALL THE OUTCRY$ NOTWJT~STANDING, 
THIS PRODUCES THEMATIC SPL IN TERI NG$ 

ENSNA?.LEO WITH DESCRt PTI ONS OF THZ Ll FE OF WORKERS 0 SECONDLY, 

ONE CAN rEEL OCCAS I ONA LLY T~E REAL ESTRANGEMENT OF WRI TERS 

FROM THE WORKIN G MSLIEUo THEY STUDY I T FROM THE OUTSIDE~ 

WITHOUT ROOTS IN lT$ THEY COME FROM AND ARE THE iNTELLIGEN-

TSIAo AND THE RE WAS A T IM E WH EN THIS WAS NOT SOo 

To SUM UPJJ EVE N l r ONLY TENT ATl VELV, WH EN THE GRANDIOSE 

MYTHOLOGY OF REVOLUT I ON AND RECONSTRUCTION CAME TO AN END, 

THE HERO WORKER Ol EO WI TH I Te AND THERE WAS NOTHING TORE-

PLACE HIM WITHo AND IT SO HAPPENS THAT TODAY 1 S REALaTY CA NN OT 

EASILY BE SHOVED AND PUSHED INTO THt.T WHJ CH J S PRESCRI SED. 

So, THERE IS R~ZNOBOi, CONFUSION INSTEAD OF HEROICSo As TO 

THE RECENT ADVENT Or NTR, J T PUSHES THE (MAGE OF THE WORK ER 

INTO THE CONFLICT MARKED BY THE TRANSITION, AS I HAVE ALREADY 

SUGGESTED, BETWEEN THE PRESCR! SED "GI VI NG 11 AND THE PP.ESCR I 6EO 

11 GETTI NG 11 (G t VI NG TO THE OLO PlJBLI C DEl TV ANC GETTING SOMETHt NG 

IN RETURN lN THE NOW OFF I CIAL LY PROCLAIMED AFFLUENT SOC I ETY) o 

THE GETnNG, lN TURN~ GETS ~UITE COMPLICATED AS I T ( $ SElNG 

REFRACTED IN FICTION BECAUSE J T MUST RUN IN TWO CHANNELS: 
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MATERIAL AND I NSTRUMENTAL REWARDS~ 
..!.)L 

THOSE WHO CONTRO L GOS t ZDAT 
:.... 

WI SH THAT THE LATTER BE EMPHAS I ZED AS OVER THE FORMER c THE 

WORKER L I VES NOT BY BREAD ALONE BUT BV EGO MASSAGE~ YET~ 

SUCH AN EMPHAS I S I S NOT WI THOUT OAH GERo FOR FROM UNDER THE 

RUBB L E OF ST ILL EX 9 STING ~ LAKIROVKA ~ TH E RE AL NEW THEME OF 

THE WORKER SEEMS TO BE READY TO SURFACE - FROM BET~EEN THE 

Ll NES~ fROM J NU ENDOS& THE NEW · TR E~H.: - . SPLI NTER E0 0 TORN, I TS 

FRAGMENTS COLLIDING WtTH EACH OTHER AND WSTH THOSE !N TH E S AM-

ANO T A~I ZOAT - WJ LL VERV SOON:) IT SEEMS , . REVE AL WHAT THE 

WORK ER WANY S OUT OF LIFEj FROM HIMSE L FD AND F~OM THE SYSTEYo 

NOW WHETHER t T REALLY WILL SURF ACE OR NOT IS LESS IMPOR TANT 

TH AN THE a?~REHENS l DN S~~~ A POSS I BiL ITY SEEMS TO i NSTILL 

tN THE ESTABL ISHM E NTe THE DI S APPEARAN CE Of THE HERO WORKER 

FROM L I TERATURE f S NOT E NTI RELY WiTHOUT BENEFiT fOR THER E-

GIM E FOR THE TIME 8E ING0 
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