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What are the very first impulses which lead a writer to
write; to start a new novel? Why is some Unidentified Fictional
Object turning up in the placid empty atmosphere? The first
impulses could be either gigantic or totally insigrnificant, exten-
ding from desire to reconstruct the Universe to mere joy in the
play of words.

Firt steps, first pages of a manuscript, first encounter of
the third kind with something still unexisting, with the strarge
incomprehensiblé contour of your heroes =-- that is really exciting...

In the early fall of 1980 looking into my small archive I
succeeded in taking out of Moscow, I came across a thin file on
the cover of which one could spot one of the most popular Russian
words, xano6x (complaints). It was like coming ;cross a fading

footprint of a jock from old times. Ernclosed were some copies

of the official letters, references, (so called xapaxrtepucTuxw s

notifications, confirmations, (so called copasku), but most of
all the copies of my own applications (either subdued or poigrant
and derisive in their stylef to various Soviet official bodies
-~ Writers Union, Litfurd, publishing houses, movie studios, the
Department of Culture of the Central Committee of CPSU etc.,
~- protesting the violation of my literary as well as firarcial
rights, the ban of books, of movies, of trips abroad; sometimes
demanding something, sometimes begging for something.

I got the feeling that this stuff could be a basis for a new
novel; a feelirng of the presence of a certain still unmerntionred man,
mo£e exactly a contour of a man, a Mar of Paper in the Paper Land.
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Literary links and associations: Man of Marble, Man of Iron,

Okudzhava's Paper Soldier, [Hopyusk Kuxe, who was created by a

bureaucratic error and turred into a novel and later an opera.

llopyurk Kuxe was created from the papers as a whole, he

never existed in flesh at all; meanwhile everybody in the con-
temporary world has his paper Alter Ego in addition to his
flesh, mirnd and soul.

According to a Buddhist textbook by Svamy Krishradevananda
there are three states of a humanr being -- physical body, astral
body anrd soul -~ that were created by God Almighty. Ironically,
side by side this creation a sort of dull imitation exists,

a paper state of Man, created by The Empire, Does it contain
some tiny particles of cosmic enrergy or not?

Well, since then I got a very vague percepkion of my hero.

The first motion of Mayakovsky's Tyxnas Bo6na BOOOpPaxXeHHSH,

stinking dried fish of imaginration, so to speak.
At that particular time I had just started anrother novel with

the title Say Cheese, a story about photographers; therefore I had

put aside these paper ideas till a more convernient time. I could

easily lose a whole image of this would-be-novel if., . .

« « » by the way, what sort of image had I?. . . nothing
is distinct, everything is diffuse. . . gray breezy
spring or autumn day wind, empty blocks of official

buildings, long black overcoat; gusts of wind. . . once
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again it was the emotional impulses, rather than the
reasonable ones., . . the last thing I wanted to do was
discover Soviet bureaucracy, blame it, appeal to it for

something...

+ » « So the entire idea would have been lost if another
idea had not been born, the idea of a Fellowship at the Kennran
Institute. In short, I decided to apply to the Kennan Institute
with the idea of . . . what? First of all, I've got to think Qp
a title. Well, for the first time ir my entire life I thought up

a title of a book-to-be in English - The Paperscape (ByMaxuuu negsax).

I had not yet realized that this title betrayed a little my
starting impulses, broadering the frame of the plot - Landscape,
Seascape, Paperscape - a hero was becoming more and more an alle-
gorical figure in the allegorical dimensions of literature.
However, who is he? In particular, what is his occupation? I
overcame a first temptation to make him a writer, because I felt
it wasn't my own story at all, I should distance this fellow from
myself as far as possible. What if he were to be an actor? An
actor, an unsuccesful one, who once upon a time realized that he
got from life nothing of what he deserved. No, that's the wrong
idea: an actor is a prominent person in Soviet society. Russian
literature traditionally gives voice to the Little Marn (manenmxus
genoesex ): @ new Akakij Akakievich; so he is an automobile
engineer, he works in a lab, in the pistons lab, indeed his name

is Velosipedov. . .
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However, why is he to be an engineer, particularly an auto-
mobile engineer? Try to follow the tracks of imagination to
answer this question.

You are walking down a certain Moscow street along with a
shadow of your future hero. This street is situated in an area
you irhabited for a very long period of time. Exactly on the
corner of this street you have seen his long black overcoat and
his long straw colored hair, blown back by gusts of wind. Exactly
on this street people from numerous cooperative apartment buildings
are hunting for taxi-cabs; writers, movie-makers, circus jugglers,
ballet dancers. . .Avenue Parvenue. You go further and see the
huge heavily constructed pompous building of The Moscow Automobile
and Highways Institute (MAgH) . It seems we have found an answer
and now we can presume why Mr. Velosipedov is an automobile
engineer,

One thing is still unclear: Why is he supposed to be Mister
Velosipedov rather than Ivanov Petrov Gimmelfarb? Velosipedov is a
good name of course; it appeared in Russia two hundred years before
the bicycle had been invented, but why put it down in your manu-

script? That is still unclear. . .
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From the very first steps of his heroces, a writer faces a so-
called "process of insubordination."” The hero refuses to follow
the author's intentions; he strives for independence, or at
least for autonomy. He accepts the long black overcoat, the
long thin straw-colored hair, but he refuses to be a family man,
burdened by kids, guarrelsome mother-in-law, nervous wife,
despotic grandfather with a great Stalinist background. Our
character preferred to be a bachelor,.

You don't understand why you definitely perceive that Mister
Velosipedov is a bachelor indeed, until ir downtown Washington you
run into his girlfriend.

She is a girl not older thanrn twenty and she looks undoubtedly
like an object of Mister Velosipedov's desire and what is most
amazing, she is ridirng a bike, i.e. velosipedi!! Benocuner itself!

What a great guess! That's why you gave him this rame!

You foresaw the appearance of this dashing rider with her strange

engineless machine.
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Okay, she (Fenka Ogarysheva) is twenty, Mister Velosipedov
is thirty, ten years of age difference, and all our events have
taken place about ten years ago, in 1972-73. You do not yet
realize why you chose this particular period of time -- "the
stinking fish of imagiratiorn" is still lazy -- however you foresee
again that somethirg will depend on that.

Well, next -- who is Fenka? A student, of course. Student
of what? You are trying to recall the twenty year old girls you
met recently. Alas, not too many and most of them from your
son's gang, hence most of them are students of art. That is not
a bad idea =-- to make Ferka a young artist!

One of those girls you recalled wore an old fedora hat, which
belonged to her boyfriend's grandfather, a former Soviet spy in
London, That is great; thanks to an o0ld fedora hat we have Ferka's
people arourd ard she herself turns out to be the daughter of a
Soviet diplomat. She is taking care of their Moscow apartment, while
her parents serve the State in distant Brazilia.

Typical thing: the children of prominent Soviet officials are
.mostly western oriented younrng people, they used to disdain their
parents way of life as well as their totalitarian state of mird.

No wonder that Fenka anrnd her friends had beer so enraged by Mister
Velosipedov's first letter to Brezhnev, in which he asked for a
very tiry slice of the Soviet pie. They were particularly upset
by his participation in the so-called "open letter" in the Party

newspaper, Truth, blaming Sakharov and Solzheritsyn.
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Step by step you begin to assess the virtues of your main
character. He is: sincere, a fool, guick to take offence, honest
naive, as gullible as probably Voltaire's Candide was, nothing
special, a typical product of Soviet life, one of those hundreds
of thousands of Moscow kids with their confused mentality, with
their methaphysical respect for The Great Patron of the Empire,
for Big Brother or Big Mother, and with an anrnger without an object..

From time to time you even feel with consternation that this
creature belongs to the chaotic Universe rather than to human
society.

Gradually, you beginr to realize that your first plot of the
paper world and paper people is making way for something, probably
more important, .

Yes, Igor Velosipedov is preoccupied by the bureaucratic spree
around. Dreaming his typical Russian Manilov's dreams, he en-
visions a world without papers, he is directing the exciting scenes
of all-people rising up against nobody Xnows whom, but that becomes
just a part of your general idea, as does the scrutinizing activity
of the secret police, which creates its own image of Velosipedov:

a dangerous troublemaker with a suspicious background, an anti=-
socialist element.

You find your hero and other characters inside a world without
any substantial spiritual links, a world where they (despite
numerous severe restrictions and para-military disciplgne) are

almost ararchic, where they actually are not ruling anything and
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A worpa Baneps Damumescxuif mposen TpeTu# Lol B BOPOTE KIOCIEBCKO=
TO OpOTHUEBHUKA,3 Kona Pynaxos,Hail caaBHKME repoit,0TPasusl OXUHHAQUATZ-
ueTpO BN, 2 TPuOyHaX HadaNnocr OpaTaxile I XOPOBOE UCHIONHEHUE
"Bapara".[losceMecTHO BupAaxZanach TEKaS OCEOBHAaS HHCAL - BO,RaAM!
Bonensmuxru xoxcrann,nonnpﬁrnaana,a%suuannca ¥ gaxe INenuIIChH
"Conukenapou™ - Bo,Ranm,Mmyzuxul

Onud KIKEHT,PROOB Ha DEeCHETH: BKIE HAC,0KE83HBAETCA NPOUNRANNI UCTODPUI~
YeCcHuA NeHSI3TH - BOIKY INeNul,COCPenoTOYRNCH - II BOT Tenepsh Tg%osan
OOBTODE,METOM SNIEMNPOBaNL B IDHCTPAHCTSO,K3K AYLNTO KTO-TO £I0 ofuaw-
HyZ1 32 ero pyus COPOK.SOKDPYT euy noOnyRasHe JCBACHAMUI,UTO 3TO 3IXech
HE TeleBu30p,a RUBOHK FyTéon i OoCPaTHO 38 Te e JSHHIU HY KXIOCIaB-
CKu#E GouGapnup,Hr Teu 6ogeé Kons Pyzmaxos =#e §7AYT KODHAUUTHCH.

dy=ux,0XRaK0 ,OPOOONkKaN Ca38DUTDH,KPUUAT,TTO 0dg3aTensHEo §yzmeT
DO 3TOD,RHEa4e,KaKkok xe $yTdon Ge3 DOBTOPaE,2 B 9TO BpELR H3T2 renoUe-
Yecxas 3ammuTa MOMEO Urpana Za oTlo#, i 0codeHHd oTmM4YaNCH rpyanxcxﬁﬁ
ko¥3s dypras IypmunaaBa,a "Hrx" 3aueTHO yEe CKICHHI,YXe =& QTUIDPIEHb-
ca,zéeuz*zxeé,n uHCTOPUUECKas Noders NDECRUR2ETCH,TYT KTO-TO 30If-
mere XAMeHTs DUXHYR BHUSZ,4YTOSH EHe ﬁymén,qro OT CTEKONBMKE DOIUNCH,
EY % OOXETUACHE XUNDh OO TONOBEM BHHN3,3CS XOXOYyT,IOKa EX DYXEYI Ha
xoneHy uafiopy OpnRayno,rxe cpasy e ¥ 3I3CEFN,JUHANBHEA FIO8D LOHTE.

dafiop Opnagmo,nau, KK 4 7FXe ero 3ampicTo Hasuwpanm,lyCeTaBqux,3d-
6O TANBO OOINOXEN CHEMENY HOI meRy HaUKy raseT,a B xapuax nxaga
eruayn Syrtuns "Kybauu®,rme eme ocraﬁanccg He MeHee CT& LHeCHTH Tpal-
MOB HaONTKA.
- 3TO HED KIHMSHT,=-00BACEHUNT OH.- I IUIYHO 3HED ero s nnno.ﬁbega nocne

MaTuz 33eCk CcofepyT SYTHNKN,0HE ODOCHOITECHE I §YHOET MeTh Yeld MDUBECTw
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cefa B DODALOK.

BEy,30T,8 FOBODAT eme NOPOH O 3IBEPCTBEX QOPrax¥os MUAUILNT,KOTIn3 HaIlu-
U0 Takadg YeJI0BeyYHOCTE.

BCe 2OoXpyr,36Ch MOCKOBCKUR UYRCKOHE xnace nponeTapiiaTa U UETEnIH-
TeHIA, 051, COYCKaACh ¢ TPROyH,04eRs RoO0p.00pamaAd BHUUSHNE HE CHAEREIQ
KINEHTa,EIKTO He NIXHJI eI0 HOTOH.

- Bo,ToBapumu, AALDM,MYREIK ROGUICE CBOErO,NOBTOD NSHANBTHU CLOTDUT,=
TaxX HEONOXO LYTHAX OCNeNbIMK B 9TOT LeHD CNaBi HaReI0 COODTE.

- Kakam uoryues 4enoBeuecKad Maclta,- IaLYMUUBO HDOIIOBODHA ['yCTaBuux,

Zz ual co CrapragxoM ero OTIUYHO NOHANU.

HdzocTpanuan uHoxeT OHTL 3TC U CTDAHHHK nokéxerca,é BOT DYCCHOMY
qeloBeKy TPYLRHO Pa8cCTaThCH,KOorDa uX Tpoe,Raxée ecli OIIH UCHIE8HCKOIS
ODOUCXOZNSEUA . DO ZEMKAET OpenoxeHye xanéyrs B HouHoit Gap "laGupmxr",
yro =a Hogom ApSare.

- 03 ®XTO HEC TYO3 OYCTH,-yCOMEUNCHA CHapraKk,- Tay TAxad KOLNa SeHeX-
H2g IJXYeTCA,X7Na8 Hau,Tall IPY3RHEH TOJIBKO 32 BXOZ mBeiUapaM 10 IOI-
COTHX H2 DPHIO OTBAaNUBa®T,YTO TH XOUYels,He EBpons,SeaAx=CTIexHHx ZouHoi
xalax HZ 3CR CTOMILy,)Dramijaulid Hads CIefuT 32 MODansw,l&ile Takas,
a pe0ETa IOBODIN,HIYErd Tau HeT O0COCGeHHOTO,CTON,CTYN,Ciull 1 XKUDHi.
- O Teu Ze FCIOeXou NOEXan® KO uMHe NOXODOBORKUCH,- DPSeLJOIIA #A,BCHOOu-
Zun TYT, cB0W 2000pamseuyR OOLPYDY ¥ 88X0TeN0Ch noxzagrarscs.-zcea
MeRLY OpOWMU 3HaxouuHe B KounTere COBETCHUX LSHINH,SCHI KOHEUHD B HaH -
Hii MOMEHT He 3arpamEnuefl.iryuie (pRHETKY UINTEDeCFRT?

~ A THS =& TODIYero IJOCTATE N TE0rxX (DrHeTOK?=- OPOICNIX3EeT KaHOWITE

CnapTax.= BCE y=Ee 3axKDHTO,HUTHe HX Xep:& HB KyOuUllz, 20T Kaxyo =U3ZD



Koemironuia Bscunsesxa OHSTIMHE,B0T HOISUY § HEHASULY HOJIXOIETH
cucTeuy X APyTUe OSpemuTHL CTamIEusua.Heu Hamo BuecTe 6ODOTHCH
32 BHCOKZY® HMODPaENs KOMMYEMCTUUECKOTO ofmecTsa.K comanesuw Hau He
BHIAKNT IaTPOHOB,IDaKTHYSCKU Heceu cnyxdy 6e3 Goezznaca.t HMeEs
XeHa Z I30¢ neTeil,HR ecny No-XOJIOCTAUKI J B&C JABAX7TCA KaKilcw

HrOy oy uMANe 3EZXOMCTBa,npochla o uailope Opnanno e 8alKBaTH.

Xaxoit =e 310 OuN wyyIZecHHE nexzsl!Bce,xas3anocr CHRO CO3NEHC INA
HaUMOHaNBHOH nofens i BOCCTAHOBIEHUHA zpyxéa.ﬁyqepaa&é o6nzra =Harg
cTanuoHoM Kak OyITO CHeTen:w C XakoA-HulyO: CTIDUHEHEOH TDaBHDH,

A Laxe @& ZOOPAasyMEeBaluch: ¢ ‘xyunzoanxn)c o SenENNY TODHEUE
/GenEni Eam DODON,KaK Mano Zan ToUo# IpOoNeTaeT 3TUX 3eCenNx
cymecTs/, DaXe,KOrX2 BADYT COJEUE 33UTPAEN0 DHEUM OlHEeM,I0YYIZN2CEH

uHe B Hele JeHBXUHE MODRANKAE,CHMODHNEHHAA B NDUCTyHNE KiTacTpoduuyecxo —
IO XMOpE.

Iasait,6ef!Boepen,pesve! lanaif,nanaft,nazait! - Bce PTH B0Xpyr OHAm

OTKDHTH B ONHOM,0 SMEHAOWOHAJLHOM NOPHBEe = Jasait!

Tenm 64 Beel 3TOM Macce mwmel pasnaTs OpYRuS,KaKWe OAFILIUCE
BOCXMTUTENbEEE NOBCTIHUSCKe Kagpu!l

B mepepuse,y=e mpu cdere 2:0 B Eauy NONB37,uaiop OpRasno pacK-
DEJICE eme OXHEO# CTOPOHO® CBOEro napoBaxud - CTan u300pexaTs
TUOMGOE & TPOTFHRed B XODOomeW CTIjIe HEeCKONIbKO BemeX U3 mIxal3oBoH

KISCCURYE KO 3¢e0lmeuy B0CTORIY OKDTZEHINIX.
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are not ruled by anything, except for police. They are almost
infants. Like blind kittens they approach each other with the
aid of nothing but smell. The chain of events has no ground
irn logic. The puppets' strings have got tangled.
And then at a certain moment you realize that your first
goal is to find a line of composition in this existentialist

world of absurdity.
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VI

First of all in writing a novel you have to enlist a crew of
characters. 1 can compare this enlistment to wandering inside
a huge apartment house in search of your friends' homes; numberless
doors, but you lost the numbers you need or you never knew them.
You, a meddlesome visitor, can't count only on your luck; skill-
fulness is also required. You will reach your goal, if the cast
you eventually find can cooperate with you and with each other
-=- can play their own game rather thar submit to you.

Over and over again, from their very first steps your char-
acters surprise you. Actually you cannot predict how they act
even 10 pages ahead. Sometimes you fird yourself ir the position
of the spectator. On every other page the characters are able
to change their habits, relative links, rationality, not to
mention points of view and general outlook.

Take an example -- a militiaman -- Major. . . Major. . .
what's his name? What's his name? ... His name is Major Orlardo.
How did that come about? A Moscow cop with a Spanish name? I
can not explain why I chose this name, but I loved it. It sounded
funny and compact - Major Orlando, a Soviet cop. I decided to take
pains to justify this rame and all of a sudden I realized that it
didn't need any justification. As long as Major Orlanrdo was
brought into the Soviet Union among those Spanish children, who

were deported during the Spanish Civil War by the Communists.



10
That was what happered to baby Gustavo Orlando (Moscow friends cail
him Gustavchick) in Barcelora in 1939, Alas, when he was founrd
by his parents in 1974 (at the age of 36), it turred out that his
parents were not comrades at all, just the other way around they
were devoted members of the Phalangists Party, the faithful

Spanish followers of the world's limited number of gereralissimos.
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VII

Independently from each other, two séinsters appear on stage:
Adelaida (a powerful First Secretary in the office of the Third
Secretary of the District Party Committee in charge of Culture and
Art) and Agripina (a typist whose field is preferably Samizdat danger-
ous manuscripts). It is hard to overcome a temptation to make them
sisters; what's more -- twins, go further -- twins of ore egg. No
doubt, they succeeded to seduce you and became identical twins.

A young lazy-bones Valiusha gets a last name Sturin, which
sounds similar to the royal family of Stuart. That happens because
this young loafer was self~-confident and slightly arrogant and
preoccupied by his roots. He forced the author to recall an old
story about ore branch of the Stuart's genealogical tree, which
disappeared in Pskov or Novgorod or elsewhere in Russia anrd has
been transformed into Sturin anrnd produced a lot of offspring

among Soviet kolkhozniks, workers and intelligertsia.

In the first quarter of the novel, or Ruibyshev Street in
downtown Moscow, close to the Cerntral Committee of CPSU compound
we spot a hobo with a galosh or his one foot and a basketball shoe
on the other. 1In additon he wears a jacket of the so-called
“students' construction teams" with the sign "A flamboyant guitar."
He looks*a little bit out of place near the main fortress of
Marxism-Lerinism and that is the only reason why we paid attention
to him. This guy is supposed to be just an episodical character;
however after a hundred pages unexpectedly he sprinrgs up again and
turns out to be a discharged film director, who like Velosipedov

himself is obsessed by the idea of a great revolutionary movie.
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VIII
A ballet dancer Sasha Kalashrikov looks like he and Misha
Baryshnikov could have been nursed by the same womar {(milk
brothers), but unlike this superstar he suffers from a mild
rheumatism. Sasha is grateful for his illnress, since he takes
pains not to defect from the advanced Marxist society to the
decadent West, The rheumatism slightly hampers his prodigious
jumps and leaps, therefore he mairtains the prirciples of
socialist realism.
To my mirnd, a writer should avoid a direct description of
so-called prototypes, he should as often as possible rqull
Picasso who first dared to depict two eyes above one cheek,

and follow suit.
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3dup,I0M 3ezsca

Cama KanameEyrROB HUKOIIE HE XKENOBaNCH Ha NErkui pesuaTHsud,HSCKONb-
KO CXO3HBa3muid ero npumxuy u Jarxazd.llo C¢yTH nena HeZyr 3TOT KHIPaxn,
a oRany#,dnaryw pons B ero faneTHodl xapzepe:i:xEe OYQ: DEeBuME8TU3ME,3HE=
MEeHUTHEe ﬁ%amanxoacxne nps#xz cranu Su 4Yepe3luyp 3HauMeHWTHMI,u0 I
6u xaﬁe OPUHATE XEPAKTEep Yero-ToO Hax-pealbHOIo,TO eCTh wornm O
HAapyUUTE DEanRCTHUSCKME TPaIuluy OTelIeCTBEeHHOR Xopeorpadui.

BoT cerones,HanpuMep,cyCTaBH HOUeMy-TO COBCEM HE HAIU,H Y, 3a0ul-
ca Cama,33CKaKkan BHE Tpamuuuil,He-peaIrmCTMUECKU,32BUCEA UHOTHOE B
BO3AyXe ¢ ABENM NpPeyBeINUEeHEMeM ¥ MeNKHAM IepelfopoM HOT DOIBONAH
cefe eme Z eme Hal®paT: BHCOTY,3 TO BpeMsS Xax BpoXe O Zaszo T=e
opa OOyCKATHECH.

[My6nuxa yxe ¥ IDHCaTh KUIOETKOM FCTana,yXe ¥ He BONUNE N3Xe,2 TOMbe
KO IEE: TUXO CTOHENZ B OmMENOMIeHHN - ceMelHuit coserckuit faner =a ‘
r1al3aX OpepamaZcd B UyXIoe I XEeNlaHHoe,B 2BaXraDIHO-0YyDEya3EHil
MODeDHA3NM.

- Q#f,c0exuT,~ C ONpeneNeHHO# TOCKO OyMan,xadnwnas Kanamuuxoscxue
ODHEXKI, CeKPeTapd HapTROMA Ecgamorc Tearpa ToB.danud,n0 HOUSHKIATYDE
OPUDaBHeHEHNA X ceapefapzu TRT2HTCKUX LIOCKOBCKUX PaAXOMOB.- [[OTEE=-
IMansENE Res0o3BpameEen 3TOT Camxa NPOKIASTHZE,XOTS> U CeKpeTapsd =zauel
KOMCOMONBCKO ¥ OpraEmsammu.fa u xax 2e clexaTr ¢ TaKIMM ODAMIKRAMK
BHNE YDOBHE MWDOSHX CTaKXapToB!?YT0 OH y Hac uueeT,” 4TO OH Tau
SyneT zueTs!d 68 u cau clezan,ecnxy O Tau XOUY-HNG7ID Eywex ONi
CeKpeTapk NapTHANOY OPTraEdmailty ONEeDHO~-CANSTHOTO TeaTDaE.

[locne cnextaxas Cama Kanamsuxos,CUns B rpuM-ySopHO uuTan "log-



HATY® uenngy”;Heuano JCouUnmE O IpUIArall e€XeTHEBHO ,YTOCH JOKa3aTh

maxe ¥y ¥e Donmeimynw ONaroHamexHOCTbh,2 CaMuil HaCTOANUI EUBO TBODPHEE
COBeTCKHUIT narpﬁornau,n BCe-T2KZ BCHKUI pasd Kak ornicxan DEeBMaTHIXM
¥ OPHIYYECTS: BHXO MUa #3-NOR KOHTDPONA,BeCh TEaTp CHOTDEeN 1010 3pU—
TensH0 - He MoXerT Gnrb,qrqda Camxa He 10mop3al =a dnnzaﬁmnx =e

L =CTDONAX . ’

AZ SeIb 3TO X HUYTO HHOE,XaK OPOCTO BH=Tal-KUBa-HIE,—-COKDYHaNCH
Cama ¥ =2as10BaNCH KAaXOMY-HUGYIL CBOEMY TOBEDUNLY,H TOBapUNl,He oézaareﬂb
HO ‘Raxe 1 CTYKa4,a OPOCTO CauNit OCHXE0BeHHEN IDYROK,COUFBCTBEHEO
KHBan z'cnpamnaax:a a ru4Cama,ur B cadou Hmene He "mammunca" eme?

L8 KaK We MOXHO (e3 poauwEN-To !?Cama ropda4o HaUUHAI OCYXLAThk BCeX
GaneTExx §erneuo® = BOT y3unuTe,0e3 POIUEN UX TAENIGHT 32COXHET,BOT
JBUOUTE,0KaXFTCE NYCTOUBETH,Ra KAK Z€ MOXHO DPYCCHROMY-TO UYelIOBEKY
ZTh 0e3 3TOr0,0e3 BeINKOTO Hallero NDaBOUBOIO HOI'FUEro X CBOJSORHOTO,
Ge3 mong BODPOOMECKOLO,8e3 CHEXHHX NPOCTODPOB,lHe NPamypH ¢ COKOIaMH
OXOTUNNCSH,THe Koeu KIOATE OUAUCDB...UBU KOHMZ...9TO IEN&NU?...02-
fa,Ee noiMaere,xoxu Hamero O6apora XnopTa 64aMchk X 3acTHIM B GpPOH3e
Hal #cTOpEuYecKO? JOHTaHKOU,Kar Xe MOXHO (e3 3T70ro?

Be ropauxch,Cama,He nepexuMait, [OBODUIY €My LpPy3bA,ynuladcsk.

I Cama mpAMO B OTUY&RHME [IPUXORNI - YeM JOKa3aTh,uTO HUCKpeHHe INiIn

DO DEYW 3eunm2ﬂpzno XOT: B [IapTUD BCTyUal,¥ BCTYIUN.AKTUBEOCTE KOM=—
MFHUCTUUESCKOIO CO3HaHUA pas3Bun B cefe apTHCT RO caxmoil Bucmed cTemexu,
Iazxe 2HeKDOTOB O Bacmnum samosuue Yapmaeszse u opamHapue [leTbxre Yyranl-
cé@axe [lonoxosa Haual 10 BTODOMY Pa3y 4UTaTh,327uu3a] OSXe LBTYUEH-
X0 ,Z BCE TH@ETHO — He 3epuil eMy H&DPOI.

Hezecenoe u3-3a2 3ITOTO BOJEUX2ET HECTDOSHUE,AYMAN EDTIMICT,CHIS 3



rpuM-yoopHEO# mOChEe CIEeKTaKIA,He CHOCOSCTBYET 3TO TBODUECTRY,cil-eif
HE CHOCOGCTBEYET.

Bopyr nocnumanocs:
- Cameurxra,noporoii!

B rpum-ylopHO# Ced CTYKa NOSBUNMCH IXBE MHMpPH Ha ORHO AXUO,3 38
HuMU IBUIAEJIECh KakadA-To OnenHas TeHb,CnupoxeTonomof=uil uomomoit
qeso BeK.

Bor,nonysan KerxameEUKOB,pas3se gég K 3Be3ne MOell BeIMUMHEN MOTIU
OH TaK,0e3 CTYKAIIRX He ueHee TpeX TenoXparuTenell HEaBepHoe XOOST
OCTOANHO sa Pynuwou HypueBuM,HE MeHee TOTro.

Hooyuas B 3TOM HAaODaBJIEHRU,KOMCODr BONRMOTO Tearpa KOHEUYHO JFCTH-
OUJICHE CBOUX MHCIEH Z BCKOTIZI HEBCTPEUY BOMEREUM C IDOTHHyTOH pyxo .
- 3pmpaBCTByitTe,TOBapumu!l
Kax BODFTeso
- EyCama moporoit,3acayx:i,3acAyxuil TH CeTONES XODPOMmEro HOUeNyA,-—
ERasana OnHa U3 MHMD,TONOBHAER,X 6e3 BCHKON NOLIOTOBKU ZECTKAMU CKY-
KOZXCHHNNA IyfauMy BIUIa8CE 3 HEeXHYK MEeKy apTicTa.

- A § BOT HE OCMENNChH TAK 3aIDOCTO TeHZA B UeKy,-CKasana Bropas
dEMDE,Ha [epBuil B3rNaAx 3pofe <& TOWHO Taxkada =Ze,H0 HE 3TOPO#E BITNEXR
MHOTO [NDHATHES,[HOUTH Teplzauad,ensa NIU He npnsﬁexgzensaaﬂ.-xamaﬁ 3K,
Cama,rexuif, 10uNCTU=Ee reHu#!sa CeronHas OPOCTO IOKODUAM Beck 3aix,a -
INIHO H$OS Qyma 3xuTana 3 Eefecax!

Kex=-TO He nOo-EalleMy TOBODHT,C ON3CHROHE mogyuan HanauwrEuxoOB,7X He
oTTyna au?

- A4 BOT 2700 He EYEZ0 !-CTPOrQ HONODEBUNE OEPBAE MHMDE BTODTK.=—

B 3aX3anuBaxiuyn,3 KyNbTe AnuzocTy Cama XKanamENIKOs He HFII2eTCH.
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IX

Back to our main hero, Igor Velosipedov., In spite of the
fact that he is considered the center of events, he hardly realizes
what is goinrg on arournd him, I am not sure that anrnybody does:
the events follow one arother without any sense of reaéonable
succession, without visible composition whatsoever.

Here is a list of events which are taking place regarding
Igor Velosipedov.

First letter to Brezhrev, asking for permission to visit The
People's Republic of Bulgaria.

Arrest for attacking a newsstand with the newspaper Truth.
Sentenced for 15 days in jail. Released by Major Orlando
after a bribe of 25 rubles.

Appearance of mythical Kharuk, a chairperson of The Committee
of Soviet Womanrhood of Socialist Republic of Armenia.

Second letter to Brezhnev, demanding all humar rights for all
people, withdrawal troops from Czechoslovakia, restoration of
Tartar Republic in Crimea and carcelling all previous reguests.

An encounter with philosopher Yakov Protuberanz.

Confrontation with one Somaliar diplomat.

Fist-fighting in the pight~bar "Labirint”.

A miraculous discovery of a big smoked fish, dropped by some-
body in the heat of a Moscow night.

Hit or his head by a steam iron wrapped ir an ol@ issue of

the newspaper Truth.
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)

Running down this list of events one can assume that the main

force which leads the entire novel is a logic of chaos.
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Meanwhile we are coming to the cornclusion of the novel. We
are preoccupied by some possible ways to finish.

As a rule, a Russian novel is a little bit exhausting to the
end; however the Russians are shrewd encugh to turn this obvious
weakness into a sort of peculiar style: the diffusion of Russian
prose, absence of anything definite, half-notes, subtle tints,
drizzling, sneezing; coughing, a Lady with a Little Dog, foggy
prose..._a foggy day id Moscow Town. . .

Then you f£ind yourself caught off guard by a feelirg that
you've never written those "Russiar novels" ard this one should
not be completely "Russian" and herce it requires something more
energetic,

Ten years in prison have dropped out of our tale and row ir
1982-83 we find Mister Velosipedov in "Jumbo Jet" approachirg the
JFK Airport in New York City.

Everybody is in New York, all our cast moved out of the Soviet
Union to the United States, including even Party veteran Anna
Svetlichnayé who once attacked Velosipedov with her iron wrapped
irn an old issue of the newspaper Truth. Not to mention Fenka
Ogarysheva, who became a famous artist and beauty ard lioness;
she is 30 and in despair.

One of the Moscow idlers, Vanyusha, became an editor-in-chief

of a Russian literary magazine.

Major Orlando is a bodyguard.
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Philosopher Protuberanz is a cab driver.
Colonel Shevtusherko is on welfare.
Etc, etc, etc. . .
No wonder Velosipedov is following all the others.
What's that? 1Is it reality, or a dream in the labor camp's

barracks? There is no ansver.
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XI

The firal scerne takes place onrn Union Sqguare in Manhattan.
Igor Velosipedov, pantless and masked, ard his love, Ferka; a tire
of her "Silver Shadow" is flat, one of her naked shoulders is
yellow, the other one is green,

She sobs with a great sorrow for her first teacher, a Stalin
flurkey, a RKhrushchev flunkey, a Breznrev flunkey, an old artist
whé once raped her when she was a sixteen year old girl, and who
she learns has died in Mosccw; She sobs fiercely for the Soviet
Upion itself, because its time is running out.

He tries to console her, puts his arm around her shoulders
« « « no words. .’. no thoughts. . . the patches of flame and
darkness. . .

And finally we can assume that this light-minded frivolous

story is sad, rather too sad.
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3a¥8 XA OONOM ee,2Ce eme NeBUOMONbeM INeHe,3elexas ¥a IDYTOM,TAKOM Xe.
Ho3Topam,X0Ta ®e 3ImaK,EO0My NyEex 3TOT OOBTOD,00a8 NieYa COZPOraAdnCh.f Hea=
pene3 depe3 pemeTRY 7 NOROLaX X weil.

- Benocunezom,-npolopMOTANa ON&,=H y3XaIS TBOW HOI'W.

- Y0 TH TaR O3aYemb,lembEa,dTO CTOAT TROM CIe3H,32%eM TH CepILa=TO

MEe Da3DHRAEKH?

= Ox yuep,-3axielHzalach OMA 3 CONIAX.~C28IUT UYBAKe.sC ZONIAML.s .

- K70 yuep,Jernra?

- On,reﬁoppoﬁ nporaaTHA,MOR uacTep I'mo3zes,ypommma,xala,cTalmcEul KOMOJY
XpyGescEnE EONOTu3,0peRNeBCENTE RONOINS ,¥UUTOXECTRO,y TDYC s CTYRAT e o ofl Wy
EOT0 n3 »ac me InCuis,TOABEO ero.Mme eﬁe mecTHANUATY Ne CHEO,4 OW Wews HA
HOA DOBAZMA ¥ CIOMAX uwe Taﬁ BCe.C TeX OOP BCAPT2.++B0T BUKY &I'C HCMess
2HXOKY w8 MaARORKe u MWMO E¥oCOWRa "PauoxT Kaxued™,unruo "Talaxa,a xa
Zpyroft cTOpoNe Xypmal "INOCTB"...TOMFUEB 3TO MECTOT...Tay OOUSMY=-TO BCe
BCerZa ApPYD ¥& IpYra NATAAKWRAIYCDhs..&00 JOM,EPACHO-MPAMODNHE HOKOAB,IBe
ADEU,BeTED CRUCTHT, ¥ BCE BOJOCURX Y MemA NOAHMAKTCH...fl Niezaia 3 ero xap
TUNH,& OM 3&EDALKZAN OA&BKH...CKOLZBKO BORDYT JewumcEux pok!l...0w pucozal |
ero ZIf NYDE,3TO,M0i uwaHil Beiocunenom,SHIW NOPHAH BIOXXOBeNPA...J EaXI0o-—
ro JelOomera ZOXX®O CHTH YTO-TO CBATOE,TAR OOYGYAR OF uUeNd,a y TelA,DeaHbXa,
¥aT MEYAr'0 CBATOrC..sJenuw OHX aro casTumed...A XpucToc?copammzaia He.
Xp¥CcTOC = 3TQ MOZA,0TBedYal ON.SuQvmb,BeloC#Oel0B,KaK0e BHMuDaET noxcxexné
XpuCTOC = 370 MOZA Jewux = CBATHWA!BOT BVOWMb,KAKAS WHEWE COBeTRUUNA BHMY -
paeT!Ganras ragwHa,0R HUROUZA uMe Ne JaX my DyGasS,0N OORADPWIT MMe OXN&ARIH
EOpoSRy C KyCOSRaMw OedendA ¥ OTDH3KAMN RON(eT,DA33DATNAR W TPA3NAA TRADL.
DOZCORH2AL CRBOe} XeFe B JINCHUCHEH. .« X8NOTKA-TOJ0BORDYRUTaAbNHE TalZanTnx, .,
[a meb u CTapHEM-TO COBCEM Xe Obl...0l~0fk-0f...HFU 0ZEOTO CeZOl0 =oji0Ca ¥
TIA3EY Rapue NOXAUHEHDEW®e. Ok, MAMOKKY & MOT'Yeos0R,"eMODPOR OPORIATHI,

3a4eM TH CHOX7ee.eA ecam OH TH 3%ad,3el0CHIAI0B,KARK OM XUBON¥Ch JIKOWI,Zax
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OE TOpWAl ¥& IodySOM M 3eIeHOM,XOTA KDACNHM CTOLBKO MA3&L...CayEund cwoell
pacnyxgei pPeBOIDUNFess ’

Oma 2IDYI B3pessisa,dTo MaduBaeTca CelyroR wa 2CD M2an0BCRYR, Toe0 X&

Dxnox Crzmep,3aMEeyTHi axamoraTuuu weSocrpebaMy Tofl nopa,xorna we noRBw~
Zach eme HA CBeT AMADWEARCRAA 3CTeTWEL.lOPVSOWT N0 welenocTn NpwlauEan~
ca x Moceme.Owa 3uza:
- ({i,BenocuNenOB,3Ce YILTAAT. .. .CMOTPN,BC8 BTAIVBAATCA 2 BOPOMKY,3am0pain-
xaewcz,kcaeaaer...yXe 7 ['20304 %eT... /X0muT,aursAeT ComeTcxmit Cox3,of,Beal
CHIIaXONB,BpeMS @I'0 IPOEIOe+oFHe uUOTy!FHe 2epi! ,

Omra 3aTnRXIa,KOT'ZA & CTAR LeJOBATH ee B MeRKM ¥ yLW.[IalbiH ee Npode3alan

B PRA3mMuUH MOed MACEW,HACANWCD MOKDHX MeCT,TO &CTh IA&3.7 CXPMAL ee Nie=

. QH,MH JepEaIu APYD' XpYyra,Eax ualoleTxme 6paT ¥ CecTpa.CMHRAZOCh Au Max

¥auw OPOCTPANCTB0 bR JopEa win eoS03puMO NPOCTUDATOCHTMH Suim n wa
Ixe ByIRawa ¥ HA OWRKe IOPH.[o Epax nefec mam Yepefoft 0T6Iecxn Orwa

upaxa.

sanuary -June, Ic82
Flag Tower of Smithsonian Zuilding
Wasnington D.C. U.S.A,
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Igor Velosipedov invents a bicycle.
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