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THE :Aooo 

NAS SPRASHIVAUT: 
- PRAVOA-LI CHTO KAZHDVI SOVETSKII SOLDAT ME:CHTAE:T STAT 

MARSHALOM? 
0TVECHAE:<i: 

SOVETSKIE SOLDATY NE OURAKJo 0NI ZNAUT, CHTO IKH ~AR
SHALY PROPAOAUT BEZ VEST! OAZHE V \II RNOE VRE:AYAo 

RADIO i::REVAN 

Root NA 
SHE TOUCHES Or THE OCEANS T~E THREE GREATEST, 

I{ 
SH E L I E S I N A 3 At,.DO N U N F' 0 L D I N 3 H E R T 0 W N S , 

ENGAGED IN HOOPS OF' BLACK MERIDIANS, 
UNVANQ.UISHED, BROAD AND PROUD. 
8UT AT THE TI~E WHEN THE LAST EXPLOSIVE 
You HOLD ALREADY ON THE UPSWING IN YOUR HAND, 
WHEN IN THAT INSTANT YOU ~UST REME~BER 
ALL THAT REMAINS FOR US SO FAR BEHIND, 
THE GIANT COUNTRY THEN YOU OON 1 T REMEMBER, 
THE ONE YOU HAVE CRISS-CROSSED AND LEARNED SO NELL, 
You WILLREMEMBER YOUR NATIVE LAND 
AS SEEN I >l 8 H I L DH 0 0 D : 
A STRE:CH OF' LAND SLOPING A3AI~ST THREE BIRCHES, 
A LENG-THY ?tOAD BEHIND A B.'WSH, 

A CREAKY FERRY ON THE RIVER AND 
SANDY s:-ioR:::.s u1~DER. s:.1ALL .;r LLD~·;s ••• 

KONSTANTIN SlMONOV 
1942 (TR. v.s.o.) 

1941 
TH::: ,\QSCO•'l OF THOSE OAYS .... TH':: SUDDEN ON3L).UGHT OF' 

OJSAST£R 
UNCOUNTED LOSSES, UNI~AGI NA3LE GRI EF'o 
No, MY CONTE~,\POCI.AR.l Es, DO >~O T DENY IT: 

.... 
IT '/JAS Lt KE TORCH F"LA\iE - THAT I 'vl\1ACULATE YSAR! 
PRETENSES CRUMBLED ~OWN Ll KS PLASTER, 
AND BY THE Ll GH.T 0 F" CAU 5ES ALL LAI D BARE, 
THE YEAR OF' CAMOUFLAGE AND SLACKOUT 
REVEALED OUR FRI ENOS AND N~JGHBORS AS THEY ~EREo 
CASTING AWAY ALL DUSIOUS ~EIGHTS AND MEASURES
Q.UESTI ONNAI 2·ES, u:~l3T"H Oi=" SERVICE, OF'F'I CES AND YEARS 
dl TH THE TRUE GAUGE OF f'AI TH AND COURAGE 
JE MEASURSD THAT BY WHICH O~R LIVES WERE PURE ••o 

YULIA NEIMAN, Lt TERARY .~osco~, 

No .. 2, 1956 (TRoV.ALEKSANOROVA) 
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... ' 
•1V VI DELl STOLKO GORYA, 
T E ?tp ELl S T 0 L K 0 N E V Z G 0 0, 
CHTO GORKI~ VOSPOMI NANYA 
lA NA:.tl tOUT V POI<HODo 

EvcENII Qou~ATOVSKY 
1945 

u i AM F"IFTY-TVJO YEARS OLD ••• THREC:: ,'JARS IN ONE LtFETI\1Eo 
A Ll TTLE TOO MUCH. Too Rl CH 0 I AM NOT GREEDY. T~vo :'JOULO 
HAVE BEEN ENOUGH FOR ME • •• IF I ~VERE ASKED, I !\10ULD SAY: 
ONE SYSTEM! l'i/0 SYSTE~.1S! TH:::,=u: HAVC:.. BEEN ALL 30RTS OF SYS
TEMS ON EARTHo AND PEOPLE SOMEHOW LIVED, SOMEHO~ THEY ARRAN
GED THE~SELVES, SOMEHOW THC:..Y MANAGED TO AGREE ~lTH EACH 
OTHE:Ro THERE ~AUST BE NO '<tORE WAR! l T HAS NO 21 GHT TO :JE! 
AT NO PRICE:l BECAUSE SAY OUR SYSTEM 1 S tiONDERFUL 3UT WHEN 
I AM DEAD, IT 1 SNOT\1UCHUSETOMEo 11 

~ONSTANTIN Si~DNOV, 9YM OT~CHESTVA, 
NoVYI :·.HR, i'Jo.1i, 1947,P .. 25 

30 ~AUCH FOR THE SETTING OF' THE MOOD - '.VI TH \10TTos, 

POEMS, S~ltPLETS, All HIGHLY UNQUANTI F"l A8LE TO SETTER 

REMEMBE:R. JHAT? ALAS, THERE IS NO SOBER WAY OF" PUTTING 

I To To REMEMBER THAT WHICH ~'lAS NEVER FORGOTTON : THE BI..EN-

DING OF UNSPEAKABLE GRIEF", I..OVE OF COUNTRY, AND FEARo 

PURPO :JE 

To ASSIST MEDITATION FOR FUTURE RESEARCH OF THE JOVIET 

194o't :::s AND 1950 1 1 ES, \ SHALL ASS~'v19LE:,I N A :,1ANNER OTHErt 

THAN EXHAUSTIVE OR EVEN HALF-~AY HAR~ONIOUS, A FEW FLASH-

BACKS FROM LITERATURE WHICH FL:ETI~GLY SHED LIGHT ON THE 

1'SEPARATI SM 11 OF THE Mll..l TARY .. THAT LlGnT IS NOT VERY SRIGHTo . . 
How COULD IT BE OTHER~ISE? IT ILLUMINATES ONLY FICTlONo YET, 

BECAU$E OF SEVERAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF TH~ STALIN! ST !..ATE ERA, 

ONE MIGHT LEARNo 

THE l~TERESTS, PREFERENCEs, AND, IN FACT, VALUES OF 

THE MJ 1..1 TARY AND I HAVE LARGELY OFFICERS IN MIND- HAD 

SURFACED ;)vRING THE CURIOUS PERIOD OF l..l>t1fTED, YET SIGNIFI-

. 
CANT, L! 3SRTl ES GRANTED POETS OUR! ~G THE CRITICAL PHASE OF 



TH£ WAR. ;·i\IRABILE DICTU, THtS THE\iE DID NOT VANISH 'JURING 

THE SUSS::Q.UENT PERl 00 OF THE EXCR.UCI ATI NG TRANSI Tl ON TO 

? EACE 'NH EN SUCH F'REE Do~.: S .VERE A8J10G ATE Do ~ STALl :l t ST 

PERIODS OF WAR A~D POST-WAR REVEAL THE OFF'ICE~'S APARTHEl De 

ALBEIT MURKILY. AT SO~E TI~ES MORE MURKILY THAN AT OTHERSo 

SECONDLY, JUST THERE 'llH:::RE THE TWO ??I ODS JOIN, ONE 

MAcJOR THEME BEGAN TO SWELLo PARADOXICALLY, PERHAPS 1 AND 

MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE ;.11LITARY ~L, IT WAS TO GRQ'.'I lNTO 

LARGE SCALE CRITICISM OF PARTY FUNCTIONARIES AND TO VERl

TAaLY EXPLODE IN THE SO-CALLED YEAR OF' PROTEST OF' 1956. 

THE POl NT HERE IS THAT ONE LEARNS A LOT F'RO'·:l T1E V£RY FACT 

THAT 1 SEEN BOTH SYNCHRONICALLY A~D OtACHR.ONICALLY 1 THE 11MI-

LJ TAR.Y 11 AS OVER THE 
11

PARTY 11 THE\1E HAD TAX:EN ON A S0\1EVIHAT 

SUSOUE0 1 Gl NGERLY APPEARANCE. 

iHE LAST CAVEATo ~VEN IF FREQUENTLY OPAQUE, THERE IS SO 

MUCH LITERARY SOURCE MATERIAL ON THE MATTER ON HAND TriAT 

THl S PAPER, QUA RESEARCH IN ITS EMBRYONIC PHASE, CAN 3E PUT 

TOGETHER ONLY SKOROGOVORKOio A FEW HINTS WITHOUT CONCLU-

SLONo 

SMOLENSK NAS ABANDONEDo PANFILOV WAS BARELY HOLDING 

OUT WITH HIS UZBEKS t~.T THE: APPP..OACHE:S TO .lOSCOWo To GATHER 

PUBLIC OPINION AND TO SHAPE IT I N DEED, To DO 30TH 

THE~E E.·.1ER~EO 80TH THE PRECARIOUS ANDTHE PRESS! NG THE.'.IE OF' 

TH£ REGI~Ets N~ED FOR TrlE PROFESSIONAL SOLDIER. THE oU DENNY 

TYPES Dl 0 NOT .AND COULD NOT MANACE, TO USE AN EUPHE?AI SMo 

fHE CAOR€ OFFICER REPLACED THE VAIN AND IGNoRANT CIVIL WAR 

POTENTATE AND THEREBY BAILED THE COUNTRY OUT, NOT A MINUTE 

TOO SOONo fHAT 1 S EXACTLY THE 'NAY THE fr{ANSF'ER. OF ?O'.'JER AND 

P..E:SPON:-31 3t Ll TV WA3 EXPLOSIVELY SHOWN, ON 3TALIN'3 SUGGESTION, 



IN ~LEXANDER. i'\o;:.:;.~.JEI CHUK 1 S rAJOUS PLAY THE ;:-i10NT; 3::RI All ZED 

P~ PRAVDA FRO\\ AUGUST 24 TO 27, 1942 ; STAGED l'.tc.EDI ATELY 

TH:~EAFTER IN SEVERAL THEATERS; STUNNING CRITICS AT FIRST 

INTO pETRIFIED SILENCE; AND THEqEAFT~R UNLEASHING A LIVELY 

DEBATE WHICH THE REGIME WAS AFTER IN THE FIRST PLACE FOR CA-
1 

THARCTIC PURPOSESo 

THE HYPOTHESIS HE~EWI TH OFFERED l S UNHI NGI NGLV Sl~.tPLE0 

3TALIN NEEOEO NOT THE RED BUT THE 
, 

EXPERT • HENCE EP AU LETTEs, 

GOLD BRAIDING, ADULATION, CAVIAR- COLOGNE- COGNAC, STEEP 

AND AMPLE HIERARCHICAL SPACE TO CLIMB, ADJUTANTS, MUZZLING 

OF CO~~ISSARS ETCo 'JHEM CAME PEACE, IT TURNED OUT TO BE '.WCH 

LESS CLEAR WHO NEEDED WHOM 0 AT LEAST IN FICTIONe THAT MUCH, 

HOWEVER, WAS CLEAR ALL THE TIME AND THROUGH ALL THE STACCATO 

PERIODS : THE OFFICER HAD BEEN AN E~ERGENCY PARTNER SINE 

Q.UA NON 0 AND THE RELATIONSHIP WITH SUCH A PARTNER HAD SEEN 

LUCI ~CLEAR IN ITS EFFECTIVENESS. ACCOMODATION WITH THE APOCA 

LVPSE ALWAYS IS. FoR ONE THING, AVERSION TO Rl SK TAKING, TO 

BORROW A PHRASE FROM riERB lEVINE, STOOO ABROGATED. 

THE EMERGENCY ~AS OVER, HO~EVER, TH~ RELATIONSHI? LAPSED INTO 

AMB I GU I TV o 

AS HEAVY, GNA~ING, OOZING GRIEVANCES COM~ENCED TO DIVIDE 

THE PED?LE, STRANGELY AND PERHAPS UNEXPECTEDLY UNI TEO BY THE 

' ONSLAUGHT OF WAR, MAKING NO':':/ Ct VI Ll ANS FHEQ.UENTLY 81 CKER 'Nl TH 

SOLDIERS FROM ENVY OF MILt TARY PRIVILEGES, RANK WITH HIGHER 

RANK, WIVES WITH UNFAITFUL HUSBANDS, THE HINTERLAND WITH 

THE FRONT, TH~ PARTY FUNCTIONARIES ~I TH VARIOUS KINDS OF 

VETERANS JU3T SO IT BECAME CLEAR IN FICTION TH~T THE SOL 

DIER WAS CAPABLE OF HARBORING RESENTMENT AGAINST THE REGIME .. 

SHU~DER!MG AT THE DEVASTATION OF THE COUNTRY, THE VE TE.'~AN 

TURNED 1 NiO THE :.lOST ART! CULATE RE?P.:::SENTATI VE OF A VAST 



INTEREST GROUP, HIS OWN. 

iEST AFT~q LO~G ABSENCE AND NOT FINDING EVERYTHING TO HIS 

LIKING, IT WAS HE WHO MOST FERVENTLY HOPED FOR POST-WAR RE-

WARDS AND RELAXATION ~HILE RESISTING AS BEST HE COULD HIS 

BEING WEDGED BACK FORCIBLY, ANO SOMETIMES VINDICTIVELY, INTO 

CIVILIAN T~AVAILS EXACTLY THE WAY STALIN HAn ORDERED. ALL 
2 

THIs, Goo KNOWS, SPELLED CONFLICTo EVEN IN GOSIZOAT riC-

TlONo EVEN IN STALIN PRIZE NOVELSo IN REAL LIFE,THE CON-

CENTRATION CAMP POPULATION GREW AND GREW. 

8V TRYING TO KEEP INFERENCES AT A MINIMUM AND DESISTING 

FROM PRO~ECTIONS, I HOPE TO SHOW ONLY A LATENT TENSION BET-

WEEN REGIME VALUES AND THOS~ OF SO~E MILl TARY MEN. iH I LE 

-
THIS THEMATIC KNOT ~AS TIGHTENING, TWO TYPES AMONG THEM HAD 

BECO~E PRO~I NENT; THE OFFICER CONSCIOUS OF HIS CASTE AND THE 

POPULI STo T IS NOT SUGGESTED THAT IN RSGARO TO EACH OTHER 

THEY FORMED A 01 CHOTO~IZED PATTERN NECESSARILY. THEY 'iJERE 

DIFFERENT TYPES :GENTLE ~OTHER-HENS WITH A TRADI T!ONAL POPU-

Ll ST PROCLIVI TV ~OR FRETT! NG AND THE PRICKLY, TOUCHY HEOGE-
3 

HOGS. IN THE ~UTURE IT MIGHT WELL B~ WORTHWHILE TO EXAMINE 

MORE CLOSELY ~HETHER 1 AS SUSPECT, THE LATTER TEN~EO TO BE 

CADRE O~F'I CERS "flHI LE THE ~ORME:R \'JERE WART!~AE CONSCRIPTSo IT 

MIGHT ALSO aE INTERESTING TO DETECT WHAT VARiABLES THE VERY 
HAD IMPOSEO. . 

RANK SYSTEM. GENERALS GRACED THE PAGES OF ~AR BOOKS LESS 

THAN F"RQ.U i:.:NTLY o fHEN THEY 010 t THEY CAME ON AS SAl NTS, OF 

COURSE AN0 1 THERE~ORE, HAD TO El THER ENACT OR DEEPLY UNQER-
4 

STANO POPULIST VALUES. 



6 

FLASH B AC:< S 

THEMES AND SUBTHEMES ISSUING FROM AND, IN TURN, SURROUN-

DING THE PROBLEMS OF THE ORIGIN, PLACE, rtOL£ 1 AND VALUES OF 

SOVIET MEN IN UNIFORM HAVE BEEN KNOTTED TOGETHER rOR A LONG 

TIME• CLEARLY, THE EXPERT WAS THERE AHEAD OF' THE R.EO FOR 

QUITE A NUMBER OF TSARtST OFFICERS WERE KNOWN TO HAVE FOUGHT 

ON THE SlOE OF THE BOLSHEVIKS• BUT THERE WERE THOSE UNRULY 

NATURAL TALENTS AS WELLp LIKE THE LEGENDARY CHAPAEV, IZ NARODA -
DIMITRI FURMANO~t AN EARLY MIGHTY POWERFUL PROLETARIAN 

WRITER., WAS ATTACHED AS POLl Tl CALCOMMI SSAR TO CHAPAEV 1 S HEAD

QUARTERS• THE SIBERIAN FRONT WAS UNDER FRUNZE 1 S COMMAND AND 

IT IS THERE THAT IN SUCCESSFUL CONFRONTATION WITH KOLCHAK) 

CHAPAEV HAD BECOME THE FIRST TRUE FOLK HERO OF THE RED ARMY• 

HIS PEASANT ORIGIN AND GUERILLA PROWESS STOOD HIM IN GOOD 

STEAO-.)IF' NOT ALWAYS HIS INDOMITABLE ANARCHICAL ALLURE. AND 

IT WAS FURMANOV 1 S DIFFICULT TASK TO TEACH CHAPAEY A MODICUM 

OF I DEDLOGY AND Of SCI PLI NE. WHILE ENOe:&-ORI NG TO 00 cJUST THAT, 

THE YOUNG COMMISSAR HARBORS SO~£ DOUBTS: 

•••IT WILL BE DIFFICULT TO TAME CHAPAEV, AS DIFFICULT 
AS IT IS TO TA~E STALLIONS IN THE WILD S7EPPE• IN TH~ 
END ON£ MANAGES TO 9REAK THEM IN. BUT SHOULD ONE? 
WHY f'~OT LEAVE THIS BEAUTI rUL 1 UNJ t;,UE:: 1 COLORF'UL Fl GUP.E 
TO THE WHIMSY OF FATE? NHY HOT LEAVE HI~ ALONE? WHY 
SHOULD HE NOT SHIMMER, BOAST, AND GLITTER LIKE A 
BRIGHT STONE? 

5 
A GOOD QUESTION 0 YET IT SEE~EO THAT OURINQ WAR COMMUNIS» 

THERE WAS NO ALTERNATIVEo FUR~ANOV 1 S uOUBTS AT THE: TIME 

WOULD HAVE LED THAT WHICH MIGHT BE CALLED PO~ITICAL ECOLOGY 

INTO A OEAO END• THE CHAPAEVS WERE TAMED• 

THE ABOVE ECHO OF THE EARLY TROUBLE THE PARTY EXPERIEN-

CEO WITH GUERILLA LEADERS AND ONE THAT SEETHED IN A BOTHER-
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SOME WAY ALL THROUGH THE SECOND WORLD 1'/ARt SERVES HERE AS 

REMINDER OfTHE SOLI 0 PEASAl'IT Ll NEAGE AND "CONNECT! ONn OF 

SOVIET SOLOIEROOM tHIGH AND LOW~ 

JUST THESE TROUBLES CAME TO THE FOR£ IN A SOMEWHAT LA-
6 

TER FASCINATING TAL£. LIXE FURMANOV, YURJI ltBEOINSKY WAS 

£NQAGEO IN POLITICAL WORK IN THE REO A~~Y. ACTION IN HIS 

BOOK THE Co~AMI SSARS IS SE'T l N A PROVI NCI At. TOWN IN 1921 t 

Rl GHT AFTER THE Cf Vl L WARe THE MOOD OF TRANSTI ON FRO!'~~ WAR 

COM!o.tUNI SM TO THE NEP - AND EVEN THE SHOCK WAVES OF THE LAT-. 

T£R- PERMEATES THE BOOK• LJBED1NSKY 1 A BOLSHEVIK TRUE 

BELl EVER HIMSELF, VI Y I OL Y OESCRI BES THE CONF'LI CT BETWEEN 

THE PARTY AND THE SWAGGERING PROGENY OF TARAS 8UL9Ae THE 

PLOT REVOLVES AROUND AN ENFORCED REFRESHER COURSE FOR REO . 

ARMY COMMISSARS WHERE SOME OF THESE 8UOENNY TYPE HEROES, 

ACCUSTOMED TO POWER ANO I f'l NO WAY TO RESTRAINT, COMMIT HUB-

RIS BY COLLI DING WITH THE I DEOLOGISTSe FOR THIS, IN TURN, 

A NUMBER OF THEM END UP 6Y BEl NG EXPELLED FROM THE PARTY• 

~ --- ON£ MORE FLASHBACK COMPLETES THE I NTROOUCTORY TRI PTYCHo 

IT IS AN OBVIOUS ONE : BORIS PtLNYAX 1 S "THE TALE Or THE 

UNEXTINGUISHED MOON"• WEIRD, INDEED, IT WAS PUB-

Ll SHED SY ALEXANDER VORONSKY IN THE MAY ISSUE OF NOV'fl MrR 

FOR 1926 AND HAD CREATED A SENSATIONe IT SHOULD BE NOT~O 

Rl QHT HERE THAT .MIKHAIL FRUNZE HAD 01 ED ON THE OPERATING 

TABLE IN 1925. Now, NOT ONLY DID VORONSKV ACCEPT THE PIECE 

BUT, AS fi TURNED OUT1 IT WAS OEDICAT~D TO HI~ BY THE AU-

THOR. IN THE NEXT ISSUE (JUNE 1926) VORONSKY REPUDIATED 

THE DEDICATION BY DECLARING IT TO BE "THE GREATEST INSULT 

TO ME AS A COMMUNIST•o•l REJECT IT WITH DISGUST~. AND THERE-

UPON VORO~SKY Tli?.OWS OUT THE BASY 1 ONE. Ml GHT SAY 1 WITH THE: 



WATER AS HE INSISTS: 

ALTHOUGH THE PRE~ACE OF THE STORY STATES THAT ITS 
CONTENTS HAS NO CONNECTION ~tTH THE DEATH OF COM
RAO~ FRUNZEt ITS SETTING AS A WHOLE, SOME OF ITS 
DETAILS, AND SO ON, POINT TO THE CONTRARY. 

1 

TH£ REPUDIATION WAS ACCOMPANIED RIGHT THERE AND THEN SY 

THE EDITORIAL BOARD INTONING CULPA NOSTRA IN UNISON• 

ArTER ~UIT£ A NUMBER OF COPIES HAD ALREADY BEEN SHIPPED 

TO SUBSCRIBERS, THE ISSUE CONTAINING THE STORY WAS WITH-

DRAWN AND A NEW SUBSTITUTE I SSU£ WAS PRINTED WITH ANOTHER 

INSERTED STORY REPLACING THAT BY PILNYAK• TaE SCANDAL AL-

MOST DESTROYED PlLNYAK. THAT IT 010 NOT IS AS INCOMPRE-

HENSIBLE AS SO MANY HAPPENINGS OF THE TWENTIES. PILNYAK 

WAS ARRESTED ANO SHOT lN 1937 

As TO THE TALE, ARMY COMMANDER GAVRILOV IS SUMMONED 

TO MOSCOW BY "NUMBER ONE" ALSO CALLED "THE MAN WHO NEVER 

STOOPS"• GAVRILOV JS ORDERED TO UNDERGO AN OPERATION ~OR 

STOWACH ULCERS. NEITHER HE HI~SELr NORt IN FACT, HIS COC-

TORS THINK THE OPERATION NECESSARY. AN AIR 0~ COOM EN-

-VELOPS THE STORY FROM THE F'l RST WORD• TiH: COMMANDER IS 

PERPLEXED AND F'RIGHT~NEO. 8UT NEVERMINOo ORDERS ARE OR-

DERS• AND THl S POWERF'UL MAN IN UNJ FORM Yl ELOS. HE DOES 

SO WITH THE DEEPEST OF' APPREHENSION YET IN A STATE OF PARA-

OOXICALLY COURAGEOUS STUPOR• THE CLIMAX OCCURS ~UST 9~

FORE THE NIGHT OF THE FATAL OPERATION.IN "THE HOUSE Nu~aER 

GAVRILOV IS INVITED TO FACZ "NuMBER ONE"• IT 

IS ALWAYS A PI TV TO BE CRAMPED AND NOT TO BE ABLE TO Q.UOTE 

AS AMPLY AS POSSIBLE rROM THIS UNI O.UE Dl ALOGuE. "NUMBER 

ONE" ENGAGES IN Dl DACTIC REMINISCING AS WAS APPARENTLY 

HI S STYLE: 

II GAVRI LOV, FOR US THERE IS NO NEEO TO TALK ABOUT 

THE GRI f.IO! NG STONE OF THE REVOLUTION. iHS: WHEEL 



OF HISTORY, IT SEEMS, IS TURH£09 UNFORTUNATELY, 
BY BLOOD AND DEATH. EsPECIALLY THE WHEEL OF THE 
REVOLUTf ON• Do YOU REMEMBER HOW WE HAD TOGETHER 
LEO THE REO ARMY UNITS~ ALL IN TATTERS, AQAINST 
EKATERINOSLAV? You CARRIED A RIFLE. AND l CARRIED 
A RIFLE. RED ARMY SOLDIERS TOOK To FLIGHT• AND 
YOU SHOT A MAN WITH YOUR REVOLYERTO STOP THE OTHERS. 
COMMANDER, HAD I SHOWN FEAR, YOU WOULD HAVE SHOT 
M£ TOO. AND YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN RIGHT, IT SEEMS 
TO ME• 11 

THE IMPLICIT MEANING OF THE CONFRONTATION MIGHT WELL ATTACH 

-To THE SUOENHESS WITH WHICH GAVRt LOY "sTERNLY" ASKS: ltSPE:AK 

1 
WITHOUT INTRODUCTIONS :WHY WAS I SU~MONEO HERE? THERE IS NO 

NEED TO BE 01 P LOMA Tt c. Gl VE IT TO ME STRAIGHT • tt WHEN "Nuw-

BER 0NE11 PROFFERS THAT HE HAD ORDERED THE OPEARATION BECAUSE 

THE REVOLUTION NEEDED GAVRI LOV, THE LATTER RETORTS : 11 THERE IS 

NO NEED FOR AN OPERATION AND I OON 1 T WANT IT"• IN TURN, 

ttNUMBER ONE" ALLOWS CRYPTICALLY: 

8 COMRADE COMMANDER, DO YOU REMEMBER THE INCIDENT 
WHEN WE CONSIDERED WHTHER FOUR THOUSAND SOLDIERS 
WERE TO BE SENT TO CERTAIN DEATH? You ORDERED THEY 
TO GO• AND YOU 01 D THE Rl GH T THI MG• n 

g 

AND THAT 1 S THAT IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE• OBVIOUSLY, ~-~ ~ 

PODEL&LI. THE CONFLICT IS DEEPLY SEATED• AND IT IS DARK• 

POPULIST MOTHER- HENS 

fROM CAPTAIN SABUROV 1 S SEETHING FURY ("ZLO BERET") 

0 rt 
"AGAINST MYSELF, AGAINST You, AGAINST OTHERS. EVIL KNOWS •.• 

OVER FIRE AND ASHES SWEEPING ACROSS RUSSIAt FROM HIS EXPLI-
9 

CIT ANGER OVER THE REGIME 1 S UNPREPARAONESS TO THE REALISTIC 

AND MOVING CHRONICLE OF THE ORDEAL OF 8TALJNGRAO INSCRIBED 
10 

BY VICTOR NEKRASOV THROUGH HUNDREDS OF WAR TALES AND UN-

COUNTABLE POEMS - UNENCOMPASSABLE AND UNWIELDY ANO-YET 

PRESSING TO THIS DAY ON THOSE WHO CARE AND ARE: BURDENED BY 

Q.U EST I C N S , THERE Rl SES FROM THIS ENORMOUS BODY OF' -IVA~ 



LITERATURE THE THEME, THE MOTHER-THE~£ AS IT WERE, Or COM

PASSION AND ANGUISH OVER THE PEOPLE 1 S AGONY• ZHOANOV• Goo 

KNOWS, IN HIS OUE TIME TRIED TO CRUSH IT AS SUBVERSIVE 0£-

FEATISM• BUT 010 HE MANAGE? MEANWHILE, OF COURSE• OUT OF 

THAT AGONY WERE BORN THE WAR HEROES• ALIVE TO THIS DAY: 

VASSYA TYORKIN, THE BEST OF THE BEST ANO ALL BY HIMSELF ANO 
OF THE 

THE COMPOSITE IMAGELSATTLE FRONT OFFIC~R. NEVER QUITE so 

GOO 0 SUT GOOD ENOUGH 0 

W£ SHALL NOW LEAVE ASIDE SpECULATIONS- INCREASINGLY MORE 

TEMPTING WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME- AS TO WHEN EXACTLY, 

HOW, AND TO WHAT END CERTAIN LIBERTIES WERE GIVEN THE WAR-

TIME WRITER. THEY WERE UNTHINKABLE BEFORE AND ABROGATED 

THEREAFTER• lN THAT MASSIVE LITERARY OUTPUT, AS ALREADY SUQ-

CU:STE01 A OOLEF'UL, GUI LTV Kl NO OF POPULISM WAS CHARQEO TO 

EXPRESS THE SURYtVOR 1 S AWE IN FRONT OF THE MASSACRE OF' THE 

PEOPLE. AND FREQUENTLY THE MOST OUTSPOKEN CARRIER OF THAT 

POPULISM WAS THE BATTLEFRONT OFFICER. HIMSELF, HIS MOOD TUR-

NINQ TO CHALLENGE THE REGIME WHEN IT VOl CEO URGENT DEMANDS 

FOR A BETTER LIFEt FOR ATONEMENT, FOR CORPORATE SALVATION 0 

IT IS IN THI SSENS£ 1 BOTH PRACTICAL. AND MYTHMAKI NG 1 THAT PO-

PUL.ISM AND PATRIOTISM BECAME SYNONYMOUS 0 

0o YOU RE~EMBER VALENTI H 0VECHKI N t S CAP TAl N SPt VAK? HE 

IS IN A SLOW MOVING TRAIN, THAT ETERNAL. RUSSIAN TRAIN, EV~N 

IF IN THIS INSTANCE UKRAINIAN• IT SEE~S TO HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 

THEREt A SPECIAL PLACE OF INDETERMINACY, CON~ESSJON • AND 
. 

TRUTH, INSPIRING TOLSTOY AS W~LL AS PlL.NVAK ANO PASTERNAK; AND 

TVAROOVSKY, A PLACE OF ESCAPE ANO CONFIDENCES• CAPTAIN SPI-
71tE.. 

YAK IS TRAVELLING WEsT, TO THE FRONT INLLAST YEAR 0~ WAR ~ROM 



l I 

HOME LEAVE IN HIS KOLKHOZ AFTER HAVI~G BEEN SEVERELY WOUN~Eo. 

HE LIST£NS 1 AS ONLY NOCTURNAL RUSSIAN PASSENGERS CAN, WITH 

ALL HIS HEART AND MIND TO THE CRO~OEO STRANGERS CONVERSIH9 ·; 

AROUND HI~, THE SIMPLE CITIZENSo HE IS ONE Or THEM. THEY ARE 

ALL ANXIOUS 0 AND HE IS ALREADY FULL OF HIS OWN IMPRESSIONS 

OF THE TERRI BL£ HAROSHI PS PEASANT 'NOMEN ENDURE IN TH! HINTER-

LAND. WHEN BACK AT THE FRONT, HE EAGERLY SHARES HISTHOUGHTS 

WITH HIS BATALLION COMMANOERWHO CHANCES TO BE FROM THE SA~£ 

VJ LLAGE• AND THEY FRET TOGETHER. AMONG MANY CONCERNS, THEY 

REALIZE THAT IT IS NOT GOING TO BE EASY TO RESTORE COLLECTIVI
ANVWHER£ ELSE• 

ZATION IN THE VAST WESTERN REGIONS UNDER GERMAN OCCUPATION.ORL_ 

~YOU HAVE A SIMPLE SOUL OF A SOLDIER. YOU 
HAVE SPENT THREE YEARS IN HONEST BATTLE. ALL YOU 
HAVE TO 00 IS TO SHED YOUR AR~Y COAT••• BUT THERE I H A 
COLLECTIVE FARM, AFTER WHAT PEOPLE WENT THROUGH, ONE 
MUST FIND A SPECIAL APPROACH TO EVERY PERSONo••NOW, 
PERHAPS, THAT HARD WORKING WOI!tAN HAS LOST HER HUSBAND. 
AND HER SON AND DAUf>f4TER ARE IN GERt.IAUY• AND SHE. HER
SELF TURN£0 TEN YEARS OLDER THROUGH THE WAR." 

11 

EXTRAPOLATING PERCEPTIVELY, CAPTAIN SPIVAK ARRIVES AT THE QUES-

TION Or QUESTIONS: 

· --
11 I OON 1 T KNOW OF WHAT THERE IS NO'N MORE AMONG THE 
PEOPLE ••• MORE BITTER GRIE~ ••• OR WORE HUNGER rOR 
A GOOD LIFE." (P.14} 

RIGHT ON 0 IN T~NE WITH SUCH TOLSTOYAN PROSING INTO THE MO-

RALE OF THE PEOPLE, THE COMMANDING OFFICER WANTS TO KNO~ 

WHETHER 

"•••THE GIRLS BACK HOME SJ~Q SONGS AGAIN WHEN THEY 
COME HOME FROM T~E FIELDS AT NIGHT?" 
n YES, THEV 00 SPIVAK ANSWERED THEY SING 
AGAIN. I HEARD THEM MYSEL~ SEVERAL TJMEs ••• IN THE 
BEQINNING 1 PEOPLE SAV 1 THERE WAS NO SlNGINOe" (Po37) 

NEVERYIND SINGtNQl THESE TWO MOTHER-HENS IN UNirO~ MANAGE 
TH£ 

TO RAtS£LQUESTtON 1 JUST ABOUT TO BECOME UNDER ZHOANOVISM PRE-

CARIOUS~Y TASOOEOt or 'RE~UENT IN~USTJC£ OON£ TO S~Vi£T 

•(< • 



Cl Tl Z£NS WHOY THE GE-R:\o~ANS HAD FORCED TO WORK F'Oft THE~! CAP-

TAIN SPIVAK PLEADS FOR FAIR INVESTIGATION OF ALL THE ACCUS£00 

SoON TH~REAFTER, IN REAL LIF'£ 1 THE F'ALSE~Y ACCUSED HAD TURNED 

LEGIONe BARBED WIRES AWAITED THEM• BUT THE WAR WAS NOT qUITE 

OVER VET WHEN IN AUGUST OF' 1944 0VECHKIN WAS F'INISHINQ HIS 

UNPRETENTIOUS SHORT TALE• 

AT SOME POINT, CAPTAIN SPIVAK P08DERS FOR A WHILE OVER 

HIS LIFE AND "WHAT NEXT" AFTER THE WAR. HIS- BRIEFLY STATE~ 

ASPIRATIONS MAKE HIS EARTHY POPULIS~ CONCRETE. HE, FOR ONEt 

HAD NEVER FORGOTTEN HIS PEASANT ROOTS AND WHAT THEY IMPLIED• 

HE WILL PROBABLY BE OEMOBJLIAEO AFTER THE WAR. 
HE IS NOT A CADRE OFFICER. HE CO~ES FRO~ THERE
SERVES. AND HIS AGE IS NEAR FOURTY. THERE ARE 
ENOUGH YOUNQ PEOPLE TO F't~L THE RANKS FOR PEACE 
TIME• BuT, PERHAPS, HE WILL BE TOLD TO SERVE ~ON
Q£Ro WELL, FINE• WHAT ALL HE HAD NOT DONE IN 
HIS Ll F'El. HE HAD BEEN A SHEPHERD,. HAD WORKED 
AS TRACTOR DRIVER 9 AS KOLKHOZ PARTY ORGANIZER, 
AS AN INSTRUCTOR IN A DISTRICT COMMITTEE. AND 
NOW SHOULD THEY KEEP HIM IN THE ARMY, HE MIGHT 
SERVE LONG ENOUGH TO BECOME A GENERAL •••- SPI
VAK SMILED• NOt NOT LIKELY. HE tS VERY FAR 
FROM THE RANK OF A GENERAL. IN PEACE TIME HE 
MIGHT NOT BE PROMOTED TILL THE AGE OF' SIXTY••• 
FOR PRO~OTION ONE NEEDS A WAR SUCH AS THIS FOR 
THREE MORE YEARS. WELL, THE DEVIL WITH IT, WITH 
THE WAR• HE DOES NOT NEED A GENERAL'S RANK. BET
TER THEY SHOULD LET HIM RETURN TO THE KOLKHOZ• . ·, 

(P. 7) 

THERE WERE AND ARE DIFFERENCES IN MlLITARY CAREERS, IH

DEEDo JUST AS THE SURPLUS OF PRIMA BALLERINAS WAS CONTROLLED 

FROM THEIR I NF'ANCY, SO THAT OF' GENERALSo AND THE CHANCES OF' 

RESERVISTS SUCH AS CAPTAIN SPIVAK WERE NOT TOO GOODo YET 

IT IS CLEAR THAT EVEN BY MEANS OF CONSCRIPTION, LET ALONE BY 

PREFIGURED CADRE .TRAINING, TH!: ARJAY WAS PULLING THOUSANDS 

AND THOUSANDS OF' PEASANTS up THE SOCIAL SCALE. GENUINE PO

PULISM IS, IN FACT, UNTHINKABLE WITHOUT ALL SORTS OF PULLING 

UP MECHANiSMS IN THE SOCIAL ORD!Ro FoR IT IS THOSE WHO HAD 

BEEN PULLED UP WHO SPLIT UP DRASTICALLY INTO THOSE WHO 



FORGET AND THOSE WHO MAKE IT A POINT TO RE~EMBER. MOTHER-

HENS REMEMBER. 

WITHOUT VIOLENCE, I HOPE 1 TO THE TEXT AND CONTEXT, I EM-

PHASIZE THE MOOD OF GENUINE POPULISM IN THE LITERARY IDEA-

LIZ£0 PORTRAITURE OF THE MILITARY IN CONTRAST WITH THE PRAG-

MATIC PSEUDO-POPULISM (TO BETTER SHOVE THE FOLKS DOWN INTO 

THE POSTWAR SOCIAL HIERARCHY) PROPAGATED BY STALIN. (THE 
. 

LATTER THE~£ WILL HAVE~ WAIT FOR ANOTHER PAPER). 

lET US TAKE A QUICK LOOK AT A GENERAL, A REAL ON£ 1 AND 

A CADRE OFFICER TO BOOT• IVAN VASILIEVICH PAHFILOV HAD DE-

FENDED MOSCOW OURl NQ THE Cl TV 1 S "'0ST Dt FF"l CULT DAYS• HIS 

PORTRAIT APPEARS IN A BRIEF CLOSE-UP IN ONE OF THE BEST EARLY 

I I 
WAR BOOKS, A DOCUMENT ROMANCE WITHOUT 6EINQ TOO MUCH ROMANCE. 

ALEKSANOER 8EK's VOl.OKOLA~ASKOE CHAUSSEE OF 1942. FULLY 

AWARE THAT DISASTER IS IMPENOINQ FOR IT IS dUST ABOUT IMPOS-

SfBLE TO STOP THE GERMANS, THE GOOD GENERAL CRAWLs ABOUT THE 

DUGOUTS OF THE FA!'otOUS UZBEK BATALLI ON UNDER HIS COtw:llANO• HE 

VISITS A YOUNQ OFFICER, THE NARRATOR, AND TALKS ANO TALKS 

-aooTHI NGLY BUT NO MORE THAN HE Ll STENS AND Ll STENS TO THE 

UEN 1 ALL OF THEM AND NO MATTER HOW LOW OF RANK, ENACTING 
THt NK 

THAT INDISPENSIBLEstTRUST IN THE PEOPLE.n AND WHAT 00 VOU~E 

OO£S TO STRENGTHEN HIS VITAL LINK WITH THE MEN ANO TO HONOR 

HIS OWN POPULIST LEADERSHIP? WITH THE GERMANS dUST ABOUT TO 
• 

PIERCE THROUGH THE LAST DEFENSES, HE SLOWLY, DELIBERATELY PRE-

PARES TEA. WHEN QIVENBY THE ATTENDING MESS SOLDIER A 

PAC~ET or TEA WHICH HAD ALREADY BEEN BROKEN AND USED 

PANFILOY LOOKED AT THE WRAPPER, SMELLED IT. 
•NoT BAD••• BuT IT IS NOT ANY TOO FRESHo IT 
SHOULD 9£ KEPT IN A TIN BOX, COMRAOE• WELL 9 
HAND ME THE TEA-POTe I 1 LL BUSY YYSELF WITH 
IT"• HAVtHQ TW:CE RfMSEO THE S~ALL WHIT£ TEA
POT WITH BOil.INQ WATER, HE THRE• A PINCH OF TEA 



INTO I T1 PEEKED l NSI OE THE ?OT 9 SQ.UI NT~O 
HIS EYES AND ADDEO A BIT MORE• fHEH HE PUT 
THE POT WITHOUT WATER ON TOP or THE SA~OVARo 

"LET IT WARM UPo IT WILL REVIVE A SIT lit HE 
EXPLAINED. IN FRONT OF US WERE THE GERMANS, BE-
HI NO US MOSCOWo AND PANrl LOY IN THE VERY FRONT 
LINE WAS BREWING TEA 0 
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NOW .THAT'S Ml Ll TARY SANG-FROID AND APARTHEID Al' ITS BEST• BuT"' 

POPULIST GENERALS ARE MASTERS, QREAT MASTERS AT FRETTING AS 

WELL• MAY I NOW REMIND YOU OF THE PIECE DE RESISTENCE, OF 

LEONID LEO NOV Is GENERAL LJ TOVCHENKO ' - UHLI K£ PANFI LOV 

HE IS A FICTIONAL CHARACTER. 

EXPLI CI·TLY A ZHUKOV TYPE PROFESSIONAL, HE COMMANDS A 

TANK DIVISION IN THE &jOLENSK REGION DURING THE VICTORIOUS 

COUNTER ATTACK• OFF HAND, HE SEEMS A MODEL OF MILITARY STA-

LINISM• BUT NOT ALL IS WELL UNDER THE SURFACE. 

I M THE CRUCIAL £PI SOD£ or THE STORY, HE PREPARES THE Ll-

BERATION OF ON£ SMALL TOWN. HE OOES THIS WITH A DEEP PERSO-

NAL COMMITMENT• IT MAPPENS TO BE HIS NATIVE TOWN• AND IN IT 

HE CRAVES TO raND THE DEAREST PERSON TO HIM IN THE ENTIRE 

WORLD, HIS OLD SCHOOL TEACHER, A CHIP OF THE OLD WORLDe THE 

QENERAL REFERS TO HIM AS HIS WISE AND KINO "slLVER-HEADtto 

AN OLD-FASH l ON£0 I NTELLI GENT,.> THE OLD TEACHER H AO SEEN suc

CESSFULLY TRANSFERRED INTO THE SOVIET AMBIANCE ANO HAD BECOME; 

WITH MANY SIMILAR CHARACTERS;AN IMPORTANT TYPE OF NATIONA~ 

HERO IN WARTIME FICTION• 

UPON THE SUCCESSF~L OCCUPATION OF HIS NATIVE TOWN 1 THE GE

NERAL THEREIN FINOS ONLY DEATH AND DESTRUCTION• HIS nSILVER-

HEADn HAO SEEN KILLEDo BUT THE GEETING TAKES PLACE dUST THE 

SAMEo IT TAKES PLACE IN A FEVERISH DREAM. DARTING ABOUT THE 

FRONT, THE GENERAL CATCHES A BAD C~LO• WHILE THE: CHAUFFEUR 



SPEEDS HIM THROUGH THE NIGHT, HE EXPERIENCES IN THE OlSTOR-

TING CONFINES OF HIS DELtRIU~, A FAVORITE RUSSIAN LITERA

RY SHORTCUT SINCE 0oSTOYEVSKY 1 S DAYS, THE REALIZATION OF 

HIS DESIRE TO CONFESS TO HIS TEACHER. THE DREAM BETRAYS, 

INDEED t THAT THE DEEPER RECESSES OF HIS MIND ARE TROUBLED. 

IN FACT, THE ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH THE TWO MEET IS SOMBER. 

THERE WERE NO TALES OF BYGONE DAYs, NO PROMISED WATER
MELONS• AND THERE WAS NOTHING TO BE SEEN THROUGH THE 
SMALL WI NDOW• ! T WAS AS IF' THE TEACHER r S SMALL. HOUSS: 
WAS SUSPENDED IN A VOIOo THEY SAT IN SJL~NCE. A GRAVE 
QUESTION COULD BE READ IN THE SILENCE OF THE OLD MAN. 
nHOW WILL HfSTORY R~PAY F'OR THE UNREDEEMABLE HUMAN SUF
FERING CAUSEPBY WAR1 rlHAT WILL BE THE REWARD FOR THE 
TOIL OF OUR CONTEMPORARIES DRESSED IN AR~Y COATS WHICH 
HAVE BEEN TORN BY DEATH?" 

AND THE GENERAL SETS FORTH TO ANSWER. WITH TREPIDATION. HE 

GROPES WITH THE ANSWER AS IF THE WEIGHT OF AN UNFtNlSHEO 

TASK WERE PRESSING ON HIM, AS IF, YEARS AGO, THE OLD MAN HAD 

Ql VEN HIM AN IMPOSSIBLE ASSIGNMENT. HE ALSO KNOWS THAT NOW 

THE OLD MAN WOULD NOT BE CONTENT WtTH A LONG-WINDED 
ACCOUNT OF' MATERIAL BENEFACTI·ONS OR 'HI TH AN ENUMERA
TION 0 F PARAGRAPHS IN A P ROGRA~ NOT YET F'ULFI LLEO• 

YET, HE ENGAGES IN ORATORY• HE EVOKES NO LESS THAN ALL THE 

~llTORY OF THE WESTERN WORLD, COLUMBUS, GALILEe, AND WHAT NOTJ 

THE PROGRESS FROM MAN CRAWLING TO MAN SOARING• HE USES ALL 

THl8 TO LEAD UP TO HIS CLIMAX: 

" ••• TODAY THE SAGE F'ROM GORI STANDS AT THE OCEAN OF 
MAN'S RENAISSANCE. AND MAN WILL NOT FORSWEAR HIS WORD 
AS MAN CANNOT FORGET THE WHEEL, THE LEVER, OR THE 
WATER SCREW OF ARCHIMEDES WHICH HELPED HIM RISE FROM 
HIS CRAWLING POSITION•" 

THE TEACHER RESPONDS TERSELY AND ASTONOSHl NGLY : "I HAVE 

HEARD THIS BEFORE•" IN THIS STRANGE DIALOGUE 1 HE CUTS THE 

GENERAL DOWN TO SIZE THREE TIMES• HIS FIRST INdUNCTION DOES 

NOT STOP THE GENERAL 1 S RHETORIC, NOT WITHOUT INTEREST PER SE• 

"LIFE WAS DIF'FICULT FOR OUR F'ATHERS. WHEN ONCE IN A 
WHILE UNDER THE IMPACT OF ALCOHOL, MY GRANDFATHER USED 



TO DANCE, IT SEE~ED TO ME THAT HE WAS STU~PIHQ 

ON SORROW WITH HIS HEAVY BOOTS• 8UT FAITH IN 
~USTJCE NEVER ABANDONS THE PEOPLE. THEY KNEW 
THAT .JUSTICE WOULD SOMEDAY KNOCK AT THE WINDOW 
OF THE WORLD. A!'!D WE HAVE DECI OED TO HELP HIs
TORY BY SHORTENING THE TIME OF THE FAIRYTALE••o 
ANO HANDS ARE ALREADY REACHING FOR THE KEY TO THE 
INNERMOST SECRETS OF MATTER AND LIFE. AND WE MUST 
HURRY LEST THEY FALL PREY TO THE EVIL ONES WHO ARE 
READY TO TRANSFORM A CREATIVE POTENTIAL INTo DES
TRUCTION• WE HOLD THE DESTINY Of PROGRESS LIKE 
A YOUNG BIRO IN OUR LEATHERY PALMS. To NO ONE 
IS PROGRESS AS DEAR AS IT IS TO us. DEVOTION TO 
AN IDEA IS MEASURED fN READINESS TO WORK AND TO 
SACRI f"1 CE. n 

FOR THE SECOND TIME THE TEACHER CUTS IN : "THE PRICE MUST 

CORRESPOND TO THE MERCHANDISE." 

THE GENERAL, HOWEVER, GOES ON. HE NOW CONVERTS SUFFE-

RING, PATIENCE, ENDURANCE INTO FORCES THAT MAKE HOMO SOVI£-

TICUS INTO A VISIONARY: 

' 

11 •• eWHEN MY TANK SOLDIER SMOKES HIS BLACK TOBACCO 
~UST BEfORE AN ATTACK, HE LOOKS AHEAD. AND IT 
SEEMS THAT HE HOLDS THE NEWSPAPER Of THE TWENTY 
SECOND CENTURY IN HIS HANDS• IT IS FULL OF GREAT 
EVENTS. THEREIN PRECISELY LIES THE IMMORTALITY 
OF THE SOVIET SOLd£R.u 

""' 
THE LAST IN THE TRIAD£ OF THE TEACHER 1 S REPARTEES IS, PER-

~HAPS• THE MOST PERTI NENT'I n l:J SEARCH FOR FRIENDS IN THE FU-
13 

TURE IS THE DOOM OF LONELINEss." 

A.FEARSOME PRICE, THE OLD TEACHER SUGGESTS, MUST BE PAID 

FOR LOFTY VERSIAGEo . - : . HIs J CY I NTERPOLA Tl ONS ARE EF"-

FECTIVE ENOUGH 0 YET, THE POIGNANCY OF HIS LACONIC ARGUMENT 

OBTAINS NOT SO MUCH FROM ITS OWN LOGIC AS IT ODES FROM THE 

LITERARY DEVICE USEO TO ASSIST HIM• THE DEBATE IS A TROMPE 

L 10EUIL WHICH PERMITS THE GENERAL TO EXPLORE HIS OWN FEVE-

Rl SH Ml N00 HE IS ,TORN. HE ARGUES WITH HIMSELF. lHE 11 TEA-

CHERn SELF STANDS FOR TRIM, HONED HON~STVe T~E ORNATE 

ANO MANNERED 11 GENERALn SELF IS GIVEN TO GRANOJOSE RATSOHALJZA-

TIONS. 8uT 1 IN FACT, THEY FRET TOGETHER ABOUT THE POSTWAR 



FUTURE OF THE COUNTRY - 11 THE:Y 11 BEl NG TMt TWO Sl DES OF THE CON 

CERNED MILITARY ETHOS. BY HAVING SPLJT IT INTO TWO PARTS, TH£ 

AUTHOR SUCCEEDED, lr ONLY FOR A MOMENT, TO LAY BARETHE CON-

FLICT BETWEEN CANT ANO CONSCIENCE• 

HEDGEHOG IN UNIFORY 

IN A TALE TO WHICH I HAVE rRE~UENTLY REFERRED FOR VARIOUS 

-PURPOSES t A LITTLE KNOWN TALE AND A VERITABLE TROUVAILLE• AN 

ADROIT ADVENTURER AND CONMAN WHO PASSES FOR A HIGHLY SPECIA-l 
CONSULTING (!) / 

LIZ£Dt:NGINEER, ADVISES A YOUNG AND INNOCENT PROTEGE 1 WHOM H£ 

IS ABOUT TO EXPLOIT MERCILESSLY,IN THE WAYS OF THE WORLD• HE 

TRIES TO TEACH HIM TO ALWAYS PLAY POSSUM, TO REFRAIN FROM VOI

CING WHAT 1 S ON HIS MIND, TO SOW LOW TO AUTHORITY ESPECIALLY 

IN THE NAVAL ACADEMY 1 AND TO DO THE REAL LIVING IN PRIVACY• 

HE SEES NO POINT WHATSOEVER IN »BRUISING ONESELF ON SHARP COR-' 
14 

NER811 AS HE PUTS IT. SUCH CAUTION WAS VERY WELL ADI/1 SED 

IN dUST THE PERIOD WE ARE DISCUSSING• AND A MULTITUDE LIVED 

BY ITt WHAT 1 S MORE, SURVIVED. YET, ALL SORTS OF PEOPLE OF A 

DIFFERENT BREED, ESPECIALLY AMONG THE RETURNING VETERANS IN 

GENERAL AND THE CADRE OFFICERS IN PARTICULAR, BRVI~D THEM-

SELVES A LOT OURI NG THE 91 TTER Tl MES Rl GHT ArTER THE WAR. 

AND FlCTION FOR A WHILE REPORTED ON SOME DRASTIC COLLISIONS 

RATHER OPENLY• 

I H ONE EARLY CANON,t ZED POSTWAR NOVEL THE HERO l S A DEWO-

SILlZEO COLONEL, AW AMPUTEE. HE STARTS HIS NEW POSTWAR 

LIFE AGAINST ENORMOUS ODDSe To BEGIN WITH, DESTINY DEPOSITS 

HIM IN A BAD SPOT, IN RAVISHED CRIMEAe AND EVEN IF THERE 

WERE NO GOOO SPOTS, THIS ON£ IS REALLY BAD• YET, HE IS NOT A 

Q.UETSCH• AND THAT's dUST THE POINT• TWE NOVEL F'ETCHED THE 



STALIN PRikE NOT FOR NOTHING. lT INSTRUCTS THAT A STALINIST 

HERO, ESPECIALLY IN MILITARY UNIFORM, DIFFERS FROM OTHER 

PEOPLE. HE, .FOR ONE, FORGETS HIS OWH CONCERNS TOTALLY EVEN 

IF' ALONE AND TERRIBLY MAIMED IN THE WAR 0 HE SUBMERGES INTO 
. 

THE C9LLECTJVE LIKE IN THE OLDEN DAYS. HE ACCEPTS THE LOWLY 

(FOR A COLONEL) AND GRINOINGvOS OF' A PARTY PROPAGANDIST IN A 

DEVASTATED DISTRICT AND HE DOES SO WITH ZEAL AND FERVOR, DE-

MONSTRATING THAT1 HIS BRAND OF' POPULISM IS THE ONE THERE-

GlUE FAVORS• HE PLACES NO DEMANDS; HE MAKES NO TROUBLEjANO 

K£ WORKS "FOR THE PEOPLE" WHEREVER THE PARTY WISHES HIM TO BE. 

BUT NOT EVERYBODY COMPLIES ~UITE SO GRACEFULLY. 

TO START DOING ANYTHING AT ALL, THE COLONEL MUST MOBILI-

Z£ ALL AVAILABLE HUMAN RESOURCES. HE FINDS ON~COLLECTIVE 

FARM IN AN ESPECIALLY BAD SHAPE• AT A ME£Tt NG THERE, HE NO-

TICES THE ABSENCE OF' A DEMOBILIZED LIEUTENANT WHO HAD BEEN 

WEDGED INTO THJ S SORRY' ENTERPRISE ("ATTACHED" IS THE WORD) 

AND SHOULD CERTAINLY HAVE SHOWN UP. EARLY NEXT MORNfHG, 

THEREF'ORE, THE COLONEL PAYS THE Ll EUTENANT A CALL. THE COLO

~NEL HOBBLES ON A CRUDE ARTIFICIAL LIMB~ILE NOTHING OF' A PHY-

SICAL NATURE SEEMS TO CRAMP THE LIEUTENANT's STYLEo THIS 

.POINTS UP HIS TEMERITY. 

"WHO ts THERE?"- SHOUTED THE LIEUTENANT FROM BEHIND 
THE DOOR• 
"MAY I?"- ASKED VOROPAEV AS HE ENTERED. 
8 WHY NOT? TRY IT,- AN UNrRtENDLY VOICE WAS HEARD 
F'ROU WITHIN.- WELL, WELLt THAT 1 S You, COMRADE• WHAT 
IS IT?" 
"MAYBE YOU WILL ALLOW ME TO SIT DOWN?" 
"WHY NOT? SIT DOWN• 0NLY 1 YOU KNow, I DON 1 T PLAY ANY 

II ROLE AROUND HERE WHATSOEVERooo 
" I ALDEADY KNOW THAT" YOU DON 1 T PLAY ANY ROLE HERE 
ANO THIS IS VERY BAD• VCU SHOULD PLAY A ROLEo WHERE 
Dl D YOU F'1 CHT?u 
80YARYSHNIKOV rROWN£0 AND LET HIS HAND rLY THROUGH THE 
AIR SHARPLYo 11 TH IS TRICK 1 YOU KHOWt WILL NOT SUCCEED 
Wt TH ME. I HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF E:<?ERl ENC£ WITH DEMA
GOGUES SUCH AS You." 



BUT VOROPAEV 1 S STARE FORCED AN ANSWER FROM HIM. 
"THERE WHERE THE COMMAND HAD PLACED ME, THAT'S WHERE 

I DID MY FIGHTING. AND l A~ UNDER NO OBL.lGATION TO 
ANSWER SUCH A Q.UESTI ON TO ANYONEo WHY SHOULD I GO 
AROUND AND TELL EVERYBODY? You OON 1 T KNOW THE 
ARTICLES OF WAR TOO WELL, COMRADE COL.ONEL••• I WAS 
BUSY PROTECTING THE ENEMIES OF' THE FATHERLAND• nHAT "'f 
YOU DON 1 T Ll KE THIs? WELL, THEN, l 010 NOT Fl GHT• 
I AM NOT WOUNDED. I AM Sl MPLY Sl CKo AND THERE t S 
NO POl NT IN STU OY l NG MEt COMRADE COLONEL. AND I 
HAVE NO BIG DECORATIONS EITHER. THAT 1 s THE WAY IT 
ts. BUT MY CONSCIENCE IS CLEAR•" 

15 
THE ABRASIVE, BITTER SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THI~ YOUNQ 

OFFICER CONNECTS WITH THE MOOD OF THE LAST PROTAGONIST IN 

THI 8 PAPER• l SHALL DEAL WITH HIM I H UNHURRIED OETAI L. BE-

CAUSE THE OVERTON·ES OF HIS OWN LANGUAGE ARE FASCJ NATI NG, AND 

IF REVELATORY OF A TYPE, OF A GROUP, OF A CASTE, THIS F'tCTtO-

HAL CHARACTER IS WORTH EVERY MINUTE SPENT ON HIM• 

HIS NAME IS GoRBUNOVe HE BRUISES HIMSELF A LOT ON VERY 

SHARP CORNERS• AND EVEN THOUGH FOR THE SAKE OF BEING DRAMA-

TIC1 I SHOULD SAVE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT FOR THE EN01 I 

SHALL MAKE IT HERE TO I ,.ITROOUCE THIS YOUNG MAN PROPERLY. SoME-

HOW HE MANAGES TO ECHO THE SPIRIT OF' TH£ 0£CEMBRISTSt THAT 

_SPIRIT WHSCH HAD COMBINED THE ETHOS 0~ OFIZERSTVO WITH THAT 
16 

OF THE EARLY "~REEOOM FIGHTERs"• 
.,. 

AS, A SUBMARINE COMMANDER GORBUNOV PARTICIPATES IN THE 
> 

DEFENSE OF LENI NQRAD AND MUST NOW DOCK HIS BADLY DAMAGED 

VESSEL FOR REPAIRo AND THAT 1 S WHERE TROUBLE ENSUESo H£ 

STRAINS TO MAKE HIS BELOVED SUBMARINE SEAWORTHY AGAIN CONTRA-

RY TO THE OECISI~N Or SUPERIORS WHO ARE ABOUT TO SCRAP IT 

AND R£01 STRI BUTS: THE CREWo I H A QUIXOTIC MANNEfl HE HURLS 

J 
HI~SELF AGAINST THE BURE~CRATS THEREBY RUNNING INTO ONE PAR-

TJ CULARLY. NASTY OFFI Ct AL WHO, QUOTING THE BOOKS, REFU_SES 

TO SUPPLY HI :\1 WITH REPAI/t MATER.t ALSo GORBUNOV L.OSES S"ELF-CON-

TROLo CALLING HIM A TRAITOR, HE THREATENS TO KILL THE 



• 

OBSTRUCTIONIST. (FORTUNAT~LV, AT TH~ TIME Or THE BRAWL, 

GORBUNOV DOES NOT KNO'N THAT THE V1 LLAI N HAD SEOUC£0 HIS 

WIY£, LATER KILL~O BY THE GERMANS• I WILL NOT GO INTO THE 

SUBPLOT HERE OF THIS ACCIDENTAL LINKAGE OF DESTINIEs, IN

TERESTING AS IT IS IN REGARD TO WARTIME MORES ANO WHAT 

THE WAR WAS DOING TO MARRIAGE AND FAWJLY) 0 THE V1LLAIN 

DENOUNCES GORBUNOV FOR BANOITJSMo No LES~o 8UT EVEN WITH

OUT THIS 1 GORBUNOV 1 S DOSSIER BULGES AND HIS SUPERIORS 

BEGIN TO LOOK AT HIS PECULIARITIES WITH A dAUNDICEO EYE 0 

ARTICULATE AND OLDFASHIONEO, HIS SENSE OF HONOR MAKES 

HI~ A RUNAWAY OF THE PuSHKINIAN ERA• iMBUED WITH THE CASTE 

COD£ OF MILITARY ETHICS, HE, FOR ONE, FULLY APPRECIATES THE 

tPAULETTESo IN FACT, HE BE~OANS THE UNTIMELY PASSAGE OF 

DUELS AS THE MOST EFFICIENT ~ETHOD OF RESOLVING HONOR CO~-

FLI c·Ts. 

THE ANACHRONI Sl\1 OR IS IT? AND THAT IS TH£ KEY Q.UESTI Oil-

GORBU~OV STANDS FOR SURPRISES ONE LESS THAN THE FACT THAT 

H£ HAD CREATED IT ALL BY HIMSELF AWAY FROM THE PARTY OF 

WHICH, ~IGNIFICANTLY 1 HE IS MEMBER. 8UT 1 THEN~ HE IS A VERY 

CAPABLE AND COMPETENT PROrESSIONALt A MODEL EMERGENCY PART

NERo 

A RATHER IMPOSSIBLE FELLOW, GORBUNOV TAKES PRIDE IN WHAT 

HE HIMSELF CALLS HIS "DIFFICULT CHARACTER"• HE HINTS THAT 

HE SEES WAR AS A GOAL IN ITSELF BE IT ALONE BECAUSE IT UN

FOLDS HIS POTENTIALITIES. (I rEEL THAT FOR THIS ALONE IT 

WAS WORTH TO GET GORBUNOV OUT Or MOTH BALLS AS A RE~INOER 

THAT HIS Yl Ll TARY VALUES, IN NO WAy SOLELY RUSSI AN OR SOVI ETJ 

ARE SUBJECT FOR CONTINUOUS RESEARCH). HE PUTS IT SUCCINCT

LY ENOUGH 0 NAVAL OFFICERS "MUST BECOME A GUARD 1 THE BEST 

OF THE BEST! AND UNTIL THIS HAPPENS, l SHALL REMAS N 
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J)f)PLEAS£0 WITH E:VZRYTHI NGI 11 

PEDANTIC, STUBBORN, SUSPICIOUS WITH SUBORDINATES, HE 

PROUDLY STANDS UP TO SUPERIORS.. HIS hiC:N HAVE A HARD TIM:.t 

Fl NOI NG A MODUS VI VENDI Wt TH HIM• He: DEMANDS MUCH OF THEM. 

YE~ HE COMMANDS THEIR RESPECT 0 WHEN THEY DISCOVER HIS 

FAIRNESS 1 THEY GIVE HIM LOYALTY. 8UT HIS CREW CANNOT SAVE 

HIM FROM THE DARK CLOUDS GATHERING OllER. HIS HEADe 

GORSUNOV 1 s DECORUM, PUNCTILIOUSNEss, RIGIDITY STANO OUT 

IN CLEAR RELIEF AGAINST THE CHARACTER OF HIS FOILt THE COM-

MANDER OF THE SUBMARINE DIVISION IN WHICH HE SERVES. 

OF ONE AGEt THEY HAD BEEN FR.I ENOS ANO HAD GONE THROUGH 

TRAINING AND FIRST BATTLE BAPTISM TOGETHER• BUT ONE OUTDts-

TANCES THE OTHER SY MAKING A RAPID CAREERe UNLIKE THE OVER-

PRINCIPLED GORBUNOV FOREVER IN TROUBLE AS THE STCKLER THAT 

HE IS, SUCCESSFUL KONDRATIEV ADHERES TO HARDLY ANY PRIN-

CIPLESe NoT THOSE, AT ANY RATE, GoRBUNOV HOLDS TIGHT• 

(GLORY TO THE NOCTURNAL SOLITARY DIALOGUES! EVEN IN THE 

MOST SERVILE STALINIST SOC-REALISTIC LITERATURE ASTONISHING 

REVELATIONS SURFACED SOMETIMES WHEN THE AUTHOR LEFT HIS 

CHARACTERS ALONE AT NIGHT TO TALK AND TALK• WHAT CAd£ OUT 

ONCE IN A WHILE COULD NOT HAVE POSS1BLV BEEN fNTENOEO BY 

THE AUTHORSo Tuus, GLORY TO THE MYSTIQUE AND t.IVSTERI ES OF 
~~I 

CONTROLLED FICTION! IH THE PIECE HERE CONSIOERED,~THE PLAY-

WRIGHT SEEMS TO INTEND ALL OF IT). DEBATES BETWEEN THE TWO 

MAKE THE PLAY• 

GORSUNOV: •••SINCE YOU HAVE BECO~E A BIG B9ss, SOME• 
THING HAS GONE WRONG IN OUR FRIE~HIP I T 1 S 
THE SA~AE AND IT l SN 1 T THE SAJ,4E 0 /... 

KONORATIEV: THfS IS ALL NONSENSE. lT 1 S VOU~SUSPICIOUS-
NESS• You KNOW HOW WELL DISPOSED I A~ TOWARD 
You. 

GORBUNOV: ttWEL.L OJ SPOSEO"• T'HAT 1 S "UST IT. You SPEAK 
WITH ME ~VITE DIFFERENTLY NOW• 00N 1 T YOU NO
TICE IT? YOU SPEAK WITH SUCH BENEVOLENCE, 



. ' 

KONDElATI EV: 

GORSUNOV: 

KoNORATJEV: 

WITH SUCH CONDESCENSION. BUT I OON 1 T LIK~ 
fT. HAVE I SECOY£ MORE STUPID IN THESE LAST 
TWO MONTHS? 0~ ARE YOU ArRAIO THAT I MIGHT 
SIT ON YOUR NECK OR THAT l MIGHT ALLOW MY-
SELF TO ADVERTISE ••• 

I AM NOT Ari~.~ID OF' ANVTHINGe ANO REGAR
DING SERVICE AND ALL SORTS OF RULES AND REGU
LATIONS, YOU ARE PEOANTJC. WE KNOW THAT• 
IT'S ALL YOUR IMAGINATION, VICTOR. AND l 
HATE ALL THESE CO~PLICATIONS• 1 AM A SIMPLE 
STR41 GH TrO RW ARO P ERSONe' 

YOU ARE NOT AT ALL SIMPLE. liTTLE BY .. 
LITTLE YOU HAVE BECOME A DIPLO~AT ••• Do 
YOU REMEMBER SOMESOOY SENDING YOU A BOTTLE 
OF TROPHEE BRANDY rROM THE MAINLAND? ~HEN 

YOU WANT TO POUR OUT YOUR SOUL, THEN GORSU
NOY IS GOOD ENOUGH, BUT WHEN YOU WANT TO 
DRINK BRANDY, YOU SHARE IT WITH THE CHIEF OF 
STAFF 0 l CAN 1 T STANO BRANDY ANO I AM NOT 
SPEAKING ABOUT BRANDY. I r YOU WANT TO SE 
FRIENDS WITH ME ON BARGAIN TE~s. l OON 1 T 
WANT YOUR rRIENOSHIP. 

(LAUGHING) THAT's RIGHTe THERE JS NOTHING 
I CAN SAYo SOM~OW IT SO HAPPENED••• (P.25) 

THE CAREERIST1 IN TURNt DEPLORES WHAT TO HIM IS BIGOTRY• 

THE BONE Or CONTENTION IS THEIR dOINT BATTLE ~ISSIOH. GORBU-

NOV IS CRITICAL OF IT. H£ ACCUS~S KONORATIEV OF WASTING VA-

LUABLE TORPEDOES ON UNOESERVI NQ OBvECTI YES ONLY TO REPORT sue-

C!SSFUL ACTIOHe HE KNOWS THAT KONORATIEV CRAVES ONE THING 

,_ALONE : OECORATI ONSi THUs, IN THE s/~XT F"RAGM ENT t THE TENS I ON 

BETWEEN THE TWO UNCOVERS KONORATIEVtS CALCULATING SERVILITY 

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE BUT MOSTLY TOR SETTER IN CONTRAST 

WITH GoRBUNOV 1 S STRUGGLE TOR PL£NIPOTENTf ARY ciUOGMENT, l F' NOT 
t 

OF' COURS£1 THE RIGHT Or ACTION AND OECI SION• 

GORSUNOV: 
KONORA Tl EV: 

GortsuNov: 

••• YOU AND I Of D NOT DESERVE MENTION,. 
LET ME TELL YOU THAT WE CAN PASS NO 

~UOGMENT 0~ THIS~ THE GOVERNMENT GIVES 
DECORATIONS AND KNOWS WHAT IT 1 S DOING• 
0, HOW I ~SLIKE IT WHEN PEOPLE ARE HYPO
CRITICAL0 So, YOU ARE NOT INTEREST~O IN 
MEDALS? TELL IT TO SOMEONE WHO DOES NOT 
KNOW YOU. You ARE AS A~SITIOUS AS THE 
OEVILo 

I AM NOT SAYING THAT I AM NOT AMBf Tf OUS. 
ONLY HOW 00 YOU KNOW THAT I OON 1 T EVEN 
MORE? 



KONORATIEVt You ARE A 01 FFICULT PERSON. ltKE A 
PRICKLY HEOGEHOG• AND YOU ALWAYS GO OFF 
ON A TANGENTo l t FOR ONE, DEFEND YOU 
BUT MANY OTHERS ARE SHARPENING THEIR TEETH 
AGAINST YOU• You qUARREL.. WITH Dl VI S·t ONAL.. 
SPECIALISTS. You CONSTRUCT A PRINCIPLE 
OUT OF A TRIFLEo You CONSTANTLY WRITE 
REPORTS• {P .26) 

IT WOULD SEEM THAT FOR OFFICERS OF GoRBUNOV's SENSE OF 

CASTE AND VALOR, MOTIVATION FOR TOTAL SELF-EXPENDITURE DURIN~ 

THE APOCAPYPTI C PERl OD OF THE WAR LAY FAR DEEPER THAN GREED 

FOR MEDALS• THE REGIME DECORATED THEM.LAVISHLY ANYWAY• 8UT 

AFT£~ THE WAR WERE THEY RELOCATED, ABSORBED, USED, RECYCLED 

WHATEVER YOU WISH TO CALL tT -TO ANY SATISFACTORY DEGREE• 

SELF-GENERATED TRADI Tl ONAL PRUICI PLES (NOT A CONTRAOI CTI ON IN 

TERMS HERE) , PRICKLES, EGO AND ALL? AND THEIR VERY CURIOUS 

BLEND:OF PRIVATE AND PUBLIC VALUES? (THIS IS NOT A RHETORI-

CAL QUESTION BUT A MODEST RESEARCH PROPOSAL). As TO JUST THAr 

BLEND OF VALUES, GORBUNOV 1 S ADVERSARY MlMICKS HIS DICTION 

ANGRILY WHEN GoRBUNOV VOWS TO CONTINUE THE STRUGGLE FOR HIS 

SUBMARI NEe 

• •1 TAKE IT UPON MYSELF! I AM THE CO~MANOERI 
SHALL HOLD MY FLAG! 11 EVERYTH I NG YOU SAY I S n I n • 
lOOK AT THIS STANDARD BEARER! YOU SHOULD DI.SPL.AY 
MORE MODESTY, COMRADE LIEUTENANT CAPTAIN!" (P.2S) 

THE MORE RESPONSIBI~ITY THE HEDGEHOGS TAKE UPON THEM-

SELVES AND THE MORE PRINCIPLES TH£Y DEFEND~.THE MORE SUSPI-

CIOUS THE PARTY GETS, NOT ONLY THEIR RIVALS• WHEN THE PARTY, 

INDEED, STARTS TO INVESTIGATE, ADROIT KONDRATIEV OFFERS THE 

BEST ADVISE HE CAN: 

KONORATIEV: I r YOUR CHARACTER IS SUCH THAT YOU LOV£ TO 
QUARREL WITH PEOPLE, YOU YOURSELF SHOULD BE 
COMPLETELY PUREo 8UT HOW THAT YOU WERE IMPRU
DENT, THE WHO~E TROUBLE CAME UP TO THE SURFACE. 

GORBUHOV: l KNOW 1 I KNOWe I AM ACCUSED OF SEVEN MORTAL 
SIN80 DEVIOUS IDEAs, MANIA TO CRITICIZE 
OTHERS, DEMORALIZATION, DISORIENTATION• EVEN 
MORAL DECAYe A LEARNED COMRAO' PAY~O ME A 
VISIT tODAY• HE ACMINI STEREO AN INTERRO~ATION 



)(oN ORA Tl EV: 
GoRBUNOV: 
KOHORATt e:v: 

GoRBUNOV: 
KoN ORA Tl EV: 
GoRauNov: 
KONORATIEV: 

GoRBUNov: 

WITH A Bl AS• 
AT HIM? 01 0 YOU SWEAR 

Ye:s, I or D. 

ALL Rl GH T • 
ONE THI NG• 
FOR MEo 

G1 VE ME: YOUR DOCUMENTS• THAT'S 
AND SECONDLY, WRITE A STATEMENI 

WHAT ABOUT? 
CoNF"Ess. 
CoNFESS WHAT? 
WELL, ALL YOUR TRANSGRE:SSIONS. YOU KNOW 
BESTe CONF"ESS WHAT YOU CONSIDER NECESSARY 
MAYSE IF YOU DO IT, YOU WILL NOT BE DE
MOTEOo MAYBE: IT ALL WILL SOMEHOW BLOW 
OVERo BuT AS FAR AS THE PARTY LINE IS 
CONCERNED, THEY WILL, OF COURS~, FLOG YOU• 
p A R DON M E 0 ( R E 3? E C T A P A R T Y M E E Tl N G AN 0 

I OON'T HAVE THE SLIGHTEST INTENTION TO 
PLAY A FOOLe A BEAUTIFUL SIGHT IT COULD 
BE INOEEo: "CoMRADES, THE CHAtR RECOG
NIZES COMRADE GORBUNOVo COMRADE GORBUNOV, 
BE BRIEF•" AT THIS POINT GoRBUNOV CRAWLS 
OUT WITH A SILLY FACE : °COWRADES~ I HAVE 
COMMITTED AN ERROR." VOICE FROM THE FLOOR 
8 A VERY GRAVE ERROR!" 11 THAT 1 S RIGHT, 
COMRADES, SOMEBODY HERE IS PROMPTI NQ ME: 
A GRAVE ERROR! I DDN 1 T MEAN TO WHITEWASH 
MYSELF •••" WHEREUPON i PROCEED TO DO 
uUST THAT. AND HONEST PEOPLE, MY FRIENDS 
AND COMRADES, COMMUNISTS WHO ARE PRESENT 
UNDERSTAND AT ONCE THAT I AM LYIHG AND 
THEY DESPISE ME. BUT J WILL BE THE FIRST 
ONE TO DESPISE MYSELFo O~E CANNOT COMMAND 
A SHIP WITHOUT SELF- RESPECT. ONE CANNOT. 

(PPo40-41) 

ANTICIPATION OF THE CONFESSIONAL RITUAL STIFFENS THE 

HE~GEHOQ IN HIS RESOLVEo He: WITHDRAWS• BuT NOT FOR LONGo A 

SUMMONS FORCES HIM TO APPEAR BEFORE THE REAR-ADMIRAL OF THE 

F'LE£T0 

THIS ELDERLY MAN IS A HERO OF THE REVOLUTION, A ciOVI AL 

AND INFORMAL OLD BOLSHEVIK. THE SNAPPY SCENE BETWEEN THE TWO 

- THE NEW AND THE OBSOLETE OFFICER -MARKS THE CLIMAX DF' 

THE TALE• 

THE REAR-AOMI RAL BAWL$ GoRBUNOV OUTo lti A GRUFFLY PATER-

NALISTIC MANNER, HE SHOUTS AT THE CULPRIT AND ADDRESSES HIM 

HALF" FI~CELY AND HALF BENEVOLENTLY WITH THE I Nf'ORMAL 11 THOU"• 
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REAR-ADMIRAL: FOR A LONG TIME I WANTED TO TAKE A LOOK 
AT THE SCANDALOUS TROUBLE-MAKER IN OUR DI
VISION• WHAT 1 S THE MATTER WITH You, 
YOUNG MAN~ 0JO YOUR HEAD GET INFLATED? 
YOU FOUGHT THREE PENNIES WORTH AND YOU 
Ttt1 HK THAT TO YOU ALL I S P E RMI TTED? Dl D 
YOU ALREADY START TO BITE PEOPLE? You 
WALK AROUND IN A UNIFORM, YOUR SLEEVES ARE 
COVERED WITH GOLD, BUT YOU ORGANIZE RAIDS 
LIKE SOME SORT OF CIVIL WAR BAHOIT? WHERE 
01 D THEY TEACH YOU THIS STUFF? THAT 1 S IN
SUSORDINATIONl BUT WE CAN VERY EASILY 
CLIP YOUR WINGS• I WILL GIVE YOUR SOFT 
PARTS SUCH A SPANK& NG THAT YOUR HEAD WI L.L 
VERY QUICKLY CLEAR UP. ,'ia:LL.1 EXPL:AIN 
YOUR ACTIONS. SPEAK UP, tF YOU HAVE ANY
THING TO SAY• WHAT ARE YOU STARING AT ME 
FOR? . 

GORSUNOV HAS SOMETHING TO SAY• So MUCH SO THAT HE TURNS WHS TE 

SND THE WORDS COME OuT ALMOST IN A WHISPER: 

"COMRADE REAR-AO.'AI RAL! 
Rl GHTS IN RESPECT TO ME. 

You ARE GIVEN ENORMOUS 
You HAVE THE RIGHT TO 

ARREST ME, TO COURT-MARTIAl.. ME, ANO TO OEMOTE ME 
BUT NOBODY GAVE: YOU THE: Rl GHT TO SPEAK TO ME l H 
A OISREPECTF'UL TONE•" 

THIS LEAVES THE REAR-ADMIRAL \\'1 TH HIS MOUTH AGAPE. HOWEVER, 

HE SWITCHES AT ONCE TO THE FOR.'.tALnYOUn• AND HAVI NQ COQL.ED OF'rJ 

HE ASKS GORSUNOV WHAT HE WOULD PROPOS£ TO 00 WITH THE MAN HE: 

HAD THREATENED TO KILL• GORBUNOV 1 S ANSWERS STANO ALWAYS. 

KEADY, PARTICULARLY THIS ONE• 

GORSUNoV: WHO AM I TO TELL YOU? BUT IH THE OLD DAYS, 
AN OFFICER WHEN INSULTED WAS OBLIGATE:O EITHER 
TO RESTORE HIS HONOR OR TO LEAVE THE: REGIMENT• 
lET HIM GO AWAY. THE NAVY WILL NOT LOSE MUCH• 

REAR-AOMIRALl VERY INTERESTING! THE OLD OAVS! PEOPLE 
SAY THAT YOU ARE UNDULY IHTER~STEO IN THE PAST. 

GORSUHOV: Noo I AM I NTERE:STED l N THE F'U TU RE. IN. THE 
FUTURE OF' OUR NAVY• THAT 1 S WHY I AM FASCtHATEO 
WITH THE PAST, WITH HI$TORY, WITH TRADITIONS• 
I AM CONSTANTLY THINKING ABOUT THE GROWTH OF 
OUR NAVY. IT IS POSSI SLE THAT SOMETIMES I 
MAKE MISTAKES. 8UT I ALWAYS HAVE MY OWN OPION• 
l ALSO EDUCATE MY SUSOROI NATES THAT WAY• l 
PREFER TO COMMAND STRONG MEN WHO OBEY ME BE
CAUSE POWER IS ON MY Sl DE AND BECAUSE I HAVE 
KNOWLEDGE AND AUTHORI TV AND NOT BECAUSE THEY 
ARE INCAPABLE TO THINK FOR THEMSELVEs. l 
TRUST THEMe AND l WANT THE:M TO TRUST ME• 



I AM WILLING TO OBEY ANY OROERo 8UT IF' I AM 
ASKED 'TO EXPRESS MY OPINION, I DON'T WANT TO GUESS 
AND WORRY WHETHER I SAY THE RIGHT THING 0 l AM 
A SOLOI ER AND MY F"l RST DUTY IS TO SAY THE TRUTH 
AS I SEE ITo THIS IS~ BALTIC SEA, ~NAVY, 
THIS IS MY L.JF'E- THIS IS WHAT I AM READY TO DIE 
F'OR• (PP.44-46 Jl 

AS AN lNSTITUTI~~~ AND IN A PLAY AT THAT• THE NAVY SEEMS 

TO REACT TO THE DILEMMA OF' INITIATIVE VERSUS DOCILITY IN A 

CURIOUS WAYo UNDER STRESS, IT PREFERS INITIATtVEo TKE REAR-

ADMIRAL CAPI TULATESo HE ACCEPTS THE HEDGEHOG, INCLUDING HIS 

ARROOANCEo NOT ONLY DOES HE NOT INSIST ON PUNISHMENT BUT HE 

ENTRUSTS THE HEOGEHOG WITH A DANGEROUS Ml SSt ON F'OR WHICH THE 

YOUNG MAN CRAV£S 0 THEY PART AS FRIENDSo AND THE REAR-ADMlRAL 1S 

LAST WORDS SOUND APOLOGETIc: "DoN 1 T Ml NO THE NOISE Q MAK£0 . 

AM OLDo . AN OLD SAl LOR 0 PEOPLE OF' YOUR GENERATION ARE MORE 

POLISHED, MORE BRILLIANT THAN we:." {Po51) 

THERE IS THAT CLUSTER OF' PROBLEMS SPELLING DOCILITY, INITIA-

,TIVE, SENSE OF SELF, INSTRUMENTAL GRATIF'ICATION 1 AND ABOVE 

ALL THAT 0 F TRUST IN P EOP LEo I WI SH l COULD HAVE ADDEO 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE ABOVE THE DISCUSSION OF TWO nMILI 

TARY" NOVELS OF' THE LATE 1950 1 JES WHICH SEEM TO MIRROR EACH 

OTHER IN AN INFORMATIVE WAVo ALAS. •o• 
• 
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1~ VERA ALEKSANOROVA PERCEPTIVELY EXAMINES THE SENSATI9NAL 
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2. THERE IS SO MUCH Ll TERARY MAT::Rt AL FOR l T THAT THE CHOICE: 
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RYo 
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40 I SHALL, ALAS, ONLY SRI EF'LY ~A ENTI ON LATER A. 8EK 1 S PO R- _ 
TRAIT OF' GENERAL PANF'ILOV AS AN ILLUSTRATION OF' ~UST SUCH 
UNOERST AN 01 NG 0 . 

5o DIMITRI FURMANOV 1 CHAPA£~, Moscow, 1929, Pe122 
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SARSt 1926, WAS NEVER FULLY STUDIED ANO "USED~ BY ANYONE AS 
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OF VORONSKY 1 S ACTUAL INVOLVEMENT WITH PI LNVAK SEE MAGUIRE R..A 
VIRGIN S31L, PRINCEToN, 1968, PP.125-129 
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1946, P.1S 
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12o ALEKSANOER 8EKt VOLOKOLAMSKOE CHAUSEE,eJoscow, 1965, PPo 
42-43 

13olEONIO LEONOVr VZVATIE VELIKOSHUMSKA, Moscow, 1944g PP• 
64-66 

14. SOLOMON MARVlCH 1 "PERVYI I POSLEDNII", ZVEZOA No.7,1949 
P.S7 
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PYOTR PAVLENKO, SCHATI E t ZNAMYA, No. 11 1947, PPe40-41 

160 UNUSUAL, PERHAPS, F'OR 1944, THAT SPIFUT SEEMS TO HAVE 
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