DRAFT: NOT FOR CITATION
WITHOUT PERMISSION OF AUTHOR

NUMBER 22

TROUBLEMAKERS IN UNIFORM

By Vera S. Dumhan

Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian Studies
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars






Pwd s AR Lo 1L dst et
THE Mo0D

NAS SPRASHIVAUT? ’

- PRAVDA=-LI CHTO KAZHDY! SOVETSKII| SOLDAT MECHTAET STAT
MARSHALOM?
CTVYECHAEM?

- SOVETSKIE SOLDATY MNZ DURAKI . ONI ZNAUT, CHTO IXKH MAR=
SHALY PROPADAUT BEZ VYEST! DAZHE ¥ MIRNQOE VREMYA,

RADIO CZREVAN

Root NA
3HE TOUCHES OF THE OCEANS THIZ THREE GREATEST,
SHE LIES IN ABADON UNFOLDIN3 HZIR TOWNS,
ZNGAGED IN HOOPS OF BLACK MZIRI DI ANS,
UNVANQUESHZID, BROAD AND PROUD.
BUT AT THE TI1uag WHEN THE LAST ZXPLOSIVE
You HOLD ALREADY ON THE UPSWING [N YOUR HAND,
HHEN IN THAT INSTANT YOU MUST REMEMBER
ALL THAT REMAINS FOR U3 50 FAR BEHIND,
THE G1 ANT COUNTRY THEN YOU O0ON'T RIMEMBER,
THE ONE YOU HAVE CRISS~CRO3SZD AND LEARNED SO WELL,
YOoUu wILLREMEMBER YOUR NATIVE LAND
As SZEN N CHILDHOOD:
A STRECH OF LAND SLOPING A3AINST THREE BIRCHES,
A LENGTHY ROAD BEHIND A BRUSH,
A CREAKY FZRRY ON THE RIVIR AND
SANDY SHORZ3 UNDER SWALL “ILLDVISess
KONSTANTIN 31MONOV
1642 (TRs V4e3.0.)

1941
THEZ J10SCoW OF THOSEZ DAYS ,.. THEZ SUDDIN ON3ILAUGHT OF
DESASTEZR eae
UNCOUNTED LOS3ES, UNIWAGINABLE GRIEF,
NOy, MY CONTEMPORARIES, 00 NOT DINY ITS
| T WAS LIKE TORCH FLAME ~ THAT IMWACULATE YzZaral
PRETENSES CRUMBLED 20WN LIKI PLASTER,
AND BY THEZ LIGHT QF CAUSES ALL LAI D BARE,
THE YEAR OF CAMOUFLAGE AND 3BLACKOUT
REVEALZO OUR FRIEZNDS AND NIJGHBORS AS THEY JERE,
CASTING AWAY ALL DUSIOUS JEIGHTS AND MZASURES -
QUESTIONNALI RES, LENGTH OF SEZIRVICE, OFFICES AND YEARS -
A1 TH THE TRUE GAUGE OF FALTH AND COURACGE
HE MEASURED THAT BY WHICH OUR LIVES WERE PURE o406
YuLia NEIMAN, LITEZRARY 40330V,
NOo2, 1955 (TR V.ALEKSANDROJA)
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4Y VIDELL STOLKO GORYA,
TERPELL STOLKO NEVZGOD,
CHTO GORKIZ VOSPOMINANYA
Za NAMl §0OUT V POKHOD.
EVGEN]! OJOLAATOVSKY
1945

"I AM FIFTY~TWO YEARS OLD see THREZ WARS IN ONE LIFETIME,

A LITTLE TOoO MUCH, ToO 21CH,e | AM NOT GREEDY. TWO JOULD
HAVE BEEN EINQUGH FOR ME <ee |F | WERE ASKED, | #OuULD SAY:
ONE SYSTEM! Two sYsTeEMS! THEREZ HAVE BEZEN ALL 3CRTS OF SYS5=

HEZREZ
TEMS ON SARTH, AND PEZOPLE SOMEHOW LIVED, SOMEHOW THIY ARRAN-
GED THEMSELVES, SOMEHOW THIY MANACED 7O AGRIE WITH ZACH
OTHER, THEZRE MUST BE NO MORE WAR! | T HAS NO RIGHT To 3£}
AT NO PRICE! BECAUSE | SAY OUR SYSTEM | S YONDERFUL 3UT WHEN
| AM DZAD , IT'S NOT MUCH USE To MS,'
KONSTANTIN 3S14ONOV, DYM OTSCHESTVA,
Novyt A1R, Nooli, 1947,p.25

30 MUCH FOR THE SETTING OF THE MO0D - ¥1TH MOTTOS,
POEMS, SNIPLETS, ALL HIGHLY UNQUANTIFI ABLE - TO BETTER
REMEMBEZR, .JHAT? ALAS, THERE 1S NO SOBER WAY OF PUTTING
1Te To REMEMBER THAT WHICH WAS NEVER FORGOTTON ¢ THE BLEN-

DING OF UNSPEAKABLE GRIEF, LOVE OF COUNTRY, AND FEAR,

PuUgPO 3E

To ASSIST MEDITATION FOR FUTURE RESEZEARCH OF THE JOVIEZT
19407125 AND 1950'12s, | SHALL ASSZVBLE,IN A MANNER OTHER
THAN EXHAUSTIVE OR SVEN HALF=iAY HARMONIOUS, A FEW FLASH=
S8ACKS FROM LITERATURE WHICH FLIZETINGLY SHED LIGHT ON THE
"sEPARATISM" OF THE MILITARY. THAT LIGHT 1S NOT VERY 8RIGHT,
HoW COULD IT BE OTHERWISE? | T ILLUMINATES ONLY FICTION, YZT,
BECAUSE OF SEVEZRAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF THZ STALINIST LATE ERa,
ONE MIGHT LEARN.

Tuve I MTERESTS, PREFIRENCES, AND, N FACT, YALUES OF
THE MILITARY = AND | HAVE LARGELY OFFICERS IN MIND - HAD

SURFACED DURING THE CURIQUS PERIOCDO OF LIMITEDy YET SIGNIFl -

CANT, LISERTIES GRANTED POEZTS DURING THE CRITICAL PHASE OF



THZ WAR, IRABILE DICTU, THIS THEME DI O NOT VANISH NUBING
THE SUSSSQUENT PERIOD OF THE EXCRUCIATING TRANSITION TO
PEACE WHEN SUCH FREEDOMS WIARE ABROGATED. 30TH STALINIST
PERIODS OF WAR AMD POST-WAR REVEAL THE OFFICER'S AP ARTHEI 0.
ALBEI T MURKI LY, AT SOME TIWMES MORE MURKILY THAN AT OTHEZERS,

SECONDOLY, JUST THERE WHEZRE THE TWO %%xoos JOI N, ONE
MAJOR THEME BEGAN TC SWELL., PARADOXICALLY, PEZRHAPS, AND
MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE MILITARY UZEL, I T WAS TO GROW INTO
LARGE SCALE CRITICISM OF PARTY FUNCTIOMARIIS AND TO VERLI-
TA3LY EXPLODOE IN THE SO-CALLED YEAR OF PROTEST oF 1535,
THZ POINT HERE 1S THAT OME LEARMNS A LOT FROYM THE VERY FACT
THAT,SEZN 8S0TH SYNCHRONICALLY AND DI ACHRONICALLY, THE "Mi-
L1 TARY" A3 oVER THE "paARTY" THEWE HAD TAKEN ON A SOMEWHAT
SUBDUED, GINGERLY APPEARANCE,

THE LAST CAVEAT, ZVEN IF FREQUENTLY OPAQUE, THERE IS SO
MUCH LI TERARY SQURCE MATEZRIAL ON THEZI MATTER ON HAND TAAT
THI S PAPER, QUA RESEARCH IN ITS EMBRYONIC PHASE, CAN 3£ PUT

TOGETHER ONLY SKORQGOVORKOl o A FEW HINTS Wl THOUT CONCLU-

SLON,

SMOLENSK WAS ABANDOMED, PANFILOV WAS 2ARELY HOLDING
OUT W1 TH H1 S8 UZBEXKS AT THE APPROACHES TO .193C0W, TO 3ZATHER
PUBLIC OP} NION AND TO SHAPE IT - |INDEED, TO DO 30TH =~
THERE EMERSED BOTH THEZ PRICARIOUS ANDTHE PRESSI NG THEIME OF
THE REGIMZ's NIZD FOR THE PROFESSIONAL SOLDIER. THE BUDENNY
TYPES DI D NOT AND COULD NOT MANACE, TO USE AN EUPHEMI SM.
THE CADRE OFFICER REPLACED THE VAIN AND 1GHORANT ClVIL WAR
POTENTATE AND THEREBY SAILED THE COUNTRY OUT, NOT A MINUTE
TOO S00N. [HAT'S EXACTLY THE WAY THE TRANSFER OF POWER AND

QESPONSI 3ILITY WAS3 EXPLOSIVELY SHOWN, ON 3Tautn's SUGGSESTION,
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IN ALEXANDER KOANEZICHUK'S FA4OUS PLAY THE FRONT; 3EZRIALIZED

IN PRAVDA FROM AUBUST 24 10 27, 1942 ; STAGED 1uMIOlATELY

THZIREAFTER [N SEVERAL THEATERS:; STUNNING CRITICS AT Flasf
JNTO PETRIFIED SILEMNCES AND THEREAFTEIR UNLEASHING A LIVELY
DESATE WHICH THEZ REGIME WAS AFTER

1
THARCTIC PURPOSES,

IN THE FIRST PLACE FOR CAw

Tﬁa HYPOTHES!IS HEREWITH OFFERED IS UNHINGINGLY SIMPLE,
STALIN NEEDED NOT THE RED BUT THE EXPERT. HENCE gPAULETTES,
GOLD BRAIDING, ADULATION, CAY|AR — COLOGNE - COGNAC, STEEP
AND AMPLE H]ERARCHICAL SPACE TO CLIMB, Aaabrawrs, MUZZULI NG
OF COMM] SSARS ZTC, JHEN CAME PEACE, IT TURNED OUT TO BE MUCH
LESS CLEAR WHO NTEDED WHOM, AT LEAST IN FICTION, THAT MUCH,
HOWEVER, WAS CLEZAR ALL THE TIME AND THROUGH ALL THE STACCATO
PERIODS § THE OFFICER HAD BZIEN AN EMERGENCY PARTNER SINE
QUA NON, AND THE RELATIONSHIP WITH SUCH A PARTNER HAD SEEN
LUCI O CLEAR N ITS EFFECTIVENESS. ACCOMODATION WITH THE APOCA
LYPSE ALWAYS IS, FOR ONE THING, AVERSION TO Rl1SK TAKING, TO
BORRDOW A PHRASE FROM ERB LEV}NE, 3ToQD ABROGATEZEDe A EN
THE EMERGENCY YAS OVER, HOWEIVER, THZ RELATIONSHIP LAPSED INTO
AMBIGUI TY,

AS HEAVY, GNAWING, OOZING GRIEVANCES COMUENCED To DI VI DE
THE PEOPLE, ST.ANGELY AND PERHMAPS UMNMEXPECTEDLY UNJTED BY THE
ONSLAUGHT OF WAR, MAKING NO#® CIVILIANS FREQUENTLY BICKER Wi TH
SOLDIERS FROM ENVY OF MILITARY PRIVILEGES, RANK WITH HIGHER
RANK, WIVES Wi TH UNFAITFUL HUSBANDS, THE HINTERLAND ¥ TH
THE FRONT, THZ 2 ARTY FUNCTIONARIES Wi THd VARIQUS KINDS OF
VETERANS = JU3T SO I T BECAME CLEAR IN FICTION THAT THE SOL

DIER WAS CAPA3LZT OF HARBOAING RESENTMENT AGAINST THE REGIME.

SHU JDERI MG AT THE DEVASTATION OF THE COUNTRY, THE YEZETERAN

TURNED I NTQ THS 40ST ARTICULATE REDRISENTATIVE OF A VAST
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INTEREST GROUP, HIS OWMe | F HE WAS RETURNING HOME FiOM THE
iEST AFTER LONG ABSENCE AND NOT FINDING EVERYTHING TO HIS
LIKINGy IT WAS HE WHO MOST FERVENTLY HOPED FOR POST=-WAR RE~
WARDS AND RELAXATION WHILE RESISTING AS BEST HE COULO HIS
BEI NG WEDGED BACK FORCIBLY, AND SOMETIMES VINOICTIVELY, INTO
CIVILIAN TRAVAILS EXACTLY THE WAY gTAL!N HA? ORDERED. ALL
THl s, GoD KNOWS, SPELLED CONFLICT, CVEN IN 30S)Z0AT FlC-
TIONa Evén IN STALIN PRIZE NOVELSe IN REAL LIFE,THE CON=-
CENTRATION CAMP POPULATION GREW AND GREW,

BY TRYING TO KEEP [ NFERENCES AT A MINIMUM AND DESI STING
FROM PROJECTIONS, | HOPE TO SHOW ONLY A LATENT TENSION BET=-
WEIN REGIME VALUES AND THOSEZ OF SOME Ml LI TARY MEN, /HILE
THES THEMATIC KNOT WAS TIGHTENING, TWO TYPES AMONG THEM HAD
BECOYWE PROMINENTe THI OFFICER CON3CIQUS OF H!IS CASTE AND THE
POPULISTe I T IS NOT SUGGESTED THAT IN RZIGARD To EACH OTHER
THEY FORMED A DI CHOTOMIZED PATTERN NECESSARILY, THEY WERE
Dt FFERENT TYPES : GENTLE WOTHER-HENS WITH A TRADI TIONAL POPU=-
LI ST PROCLIVITY FOR FRETTING AND THE PRICKLY, TOUCHY HEDGE=-
HOGS.3 [N THE FUTURE I T MIGHT WELL 3& WORTHWHILE TO EXAMINE
MORE CLOSELY WHETHER, AS | SUSPECT, THE LATTER TENDED TO BE
CADRE OFFICERS WHILE THEZ FORMER WERE WARTIME CONSCRIPTS, | T
MIGHT ALSO 3E INTERESTING TO DETECT WHAT VAR ABLES THEI VERY

HAD IMPOSED. ,
RANK SYSTEM. GENERALS GRACED THE PAGES OF VAR 800KS LESS
THAN FRQUENTLY. /HEN THEY 21D , THEY CAME ON AS SAINTS, OF
COURSE AND, THEREFORE, HAD TO EI THER ENACT OR DEZPLY UNDER-
4

STAND POPULIST VALUZS,
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FILLASHBACKS

THEMES AND SUBTHEMES | SSUING FROM AND, t& TURN, SURROUN=-
OI NG THE PROBLEMS OF THE ORIGIN, PLACE, ROLE, AND VALUES OF
SOVIET MEN IN UNIFORM MAVE BEEN KNOTTED TOGEZTHER FOR A LONG
TIMEse CLEARLY, THE EXPERT WAS THERE AHEAD OF THE RED FOR
QUITE A NUMBER OF TSARIST OFFICERS WERE KNOWN TD HAVE FOUGHT
ON THE SIDE OF THE BOLSHEVIKS, BUT THERE WERE THOSE UNRULY
NATURAL TALENTS AS WELL, LIKE THE LEGENDARY CHAPAEV, 1Z NARDDA

Dimt TRI FURMANOY, AN EARLY MIGHTY POWERFUL PROLETAR! AN
WRI TER, WAS ATTACHED AS POLITICALCOMMI SSAR TO CHAPAEV'S HEAD-
QUARTERS, THE SIBERIAN FRONT WAS UNDER FRUNZE'S COMMAND AND
IT IS THERE THAT IN SUCCESSFUL CONFRONTATION Wi TH KOLCHAK,
CHAPAEY HAD BECOME THE FIRST TRUE FOLX HERO OF THE RED ARuMY,
Hi1S PEASANT ORIGIN AND GUERILLA PROWESS srobc His IN GOOD
STEAD., I F NOT ALWAYS HIS |NDOMI TABLE ANARCHICAL ALLURE. AND
IT WAS FURMANOV'S DIFFICULT TASK TO TEACH CHAPAZY A MODI CUM
OF 1 DEDLOGY AND DI SCIPLINE, WHILE ENQé?ORsaG TO DO JUST THAT,
THE YOUNG COMMI SSAR HARBORS SOME DOUSTS:

eeel T WILL BE DIFFICULT TO TAME CHAPAEV, A3 DIFFICULT
AS IT IS TO TAME STALLIONS IN THE WILD STEPPEe IN THE
END ONE MANAGES TO BREAK THEM IN, BUT SHOULD OME?

NHY MOT LEAVE THI S BEAUTIFUL, UNIGUE, COLORFUL FIGURE
TO THE WHIMSY OF FATE? JHY NOT LEAVE HlM ALONE? HY
SHOULD HE MNOT SHIMMER, BOAST, AND GLITTER LIKE A
BRIGHT STONE?

A GOOD QUESTION, YE? 1T SEEMED THAT OURING WAR COMMUMNI] 3M
THERE WAS NO ALTERNATIVE, FurmANOovY'S pousTs. AT THE TIME
WOULD HAVE LED THAT WHICH MIGHT BE CALLED POLITICAL ECOLOGY
INTO A DEAD ENDe THE CHAPAEVS WERE TAMED,

THE ABOVE ECHO OF THE EARLY TROUBLE THE PARTY ECXPER| EN=

CED WITH GUERILLA LEADERS AND ONE THAT SEETHED IN A BOTHER

[

s —



SOME WAY ALL THROUGH THE 3ECOND YWORLD AR, SERVES HERE AS
REMINDER OF THE SOLI D PEASANT LINEAGE AND "ConneEcTion” orF
SOVIET SOLODIERDOM , HIGH AND LOW,

JUST THESE TROUBLEé CAME TO THE FORE IN A SOMEWHAT LA-
TER FASCINATING TALE, LIXE FURMANOV, YURI! LIBEZDINSKY WAS
ENGAGED IN POLITICAL WORK IN THE RED ARMY, ACTIGN IN HIS

BoOK THE COMMISSARS 15 SET IN A PROVINCI AL TOWN IN 1921,

RIGHT AFTER THE CIVIL WARe THE MOOD OF TRANSTION FROM WAR
COMMUN] SM TO THE NEP - AND EVEN THE SHOCK WAVES OF THE LAT—.
TER = PERMEATES THE BOOK, LIBEDINSKY, A BOLSHEYIK TRUE
BELIEVER HIMSELF, VIVI DLY DESCRISES THE CONFLICT BETWEEN

THE PARTY ANO THE SWAGGERING PROGENY OF TARAS BuwLBA, THE
PLOT REVOLVES AROCUND AN ENFORCED REFRESHER COURSE FOR RED
ARMY COMMI SSARS WHERE SOME OF THESE BUDENNY TYPE HEROES,
ACCUSTOMED TO POWER AND IMN NO WAY TO RESTRAINT, COMMIT HUB=
RIS BY COLLIDING WITH THE 1 CEOLOGISTSe FOR THIS, IN TURN,

A NUMBER OF THEM END UP BY BEING EXPELLED FRCOM THE PARTY,

T .- ONE MORE FLASHBACK COMPLETES THE INTRODUCTORY TRIPTYCH,
IT 1S AN 0BVIOUS ONE : BORIS PILNYAK's "THE TALE oF THEZ
UNEXTI 8GUI SHED MooN". " MEIRD, INDEED, 1T WAS PUS=
LISHED 8Y ALEXANDER VORONSKY IN THE MAY §1SSUE OF Novvyi MIR
FOR 1926 AND HAD CREATED A SENSATIONe | T SHOULD BT NOTED
RIGHT HERE THAT MIKHAIL FRUNZE HAD DIED ON THE OPERATING
TASLE IN 1925, NowW, NOT ONLY D! D VORONSKY ACCEPT THE PIECE
BUT, AS IT TURNEZD OUT, IT WAS DEDICATED TO HIM BY THE AU=-
THOR, IN THE NEXT 18sUE (JuNE 1926) VORONSKY REPUDIATED
THE DEDICATION BY DECLARING 1T TO BE "THE GREATEST INSULT

TO ME A3 A COMMUNISTeoe! REJECT IT WITH DISGUST'e AND THERE=

UPON VORONSKY THROWS OUT THE BABY, ONE MIGHT SAY , WITH THS
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WATER AS HE INSISTS ¢

ALTHOUGH THE PAREFACE OF THE STORY STATES THAT 1 TS
CONTENTS HAS NJ CONNECTION WITH THE OEATH OF COM=
RADE FRUNZE, ITS SETTING AS A WHOLE, SOME OF ITS
DETAI LSy AND SO ON, POINT TO THE CONTRARY,.

7

THE REPUDI ATION WAS ACCOMPANIED RIGHT THERE ANDO THEN B8Y
THE ED01 TORI AL BOARD INTONING CULPA NOSTRA IN UNJ SON,
AFTER QUITE A NUMBER OF COPIES HAD ALREADY BEEN SHIPPED
TO SUBSCRIBEARS, THE | SSUS CONTAINING THE STORY WAS Wl TH=
CRAWN AND A NEW SUBSTITUTE ISSUE WAS PRINTED WITH ANOTHER
INSERTED STORY REPLACING THAT BY PILNYAK., THE SCANDAL AL~
MOST DESTROYED PILNYAKe THAT IT OID NOT 1S AS INCOMPRE-
HENSI BLE AS SO MANY HAPPENINGS OF THZ TWENTIES, PILNYAK
WAS ARRESTED AND SHOT iN 1937
AS TO THE TALE, ARMY COMMANDER GAVRILOV |8 SUMMONED

To Moscow 8Y "NUMSER ONE™ ALSO CALLED "THE MAN WHO NEVER
sToops™, GAVRILOV 1S ORDERED TO UNDERGO AN OPERATION FOR
STOMACH ULCERS, NEITHER HE HIMSELF NOR, IN FACT, H!S COC=
TORS THINK THE OPERATION NECE3SARYe AN AIR OF COOM EN=
~VELOPS THE STORY FROM THE FIRST WORDse THE COMMANDER 13
PERPLEXED AND FRIGHTENEDs 3UT NEVERMINDO, ORDERS ARE OR=-
DERSe AND THIS POWERFUL MAN IN UNIFORM YJELDS., HZ DOES3
SO WITH THE OEEPEST OF APPREHENSION YET IN A 3TATE OF PARA=
DOXI CALLY COURAGEOUS STUPOR, THE CLIMAX OCCURS JUST B85~
FORE THE NIGHT OF THE FATAL OPERATION.IN "THE HOUSE NUW3ER
one® - GAVRILOY 1S INVITED 70 FACZ "Numszr One%, |T

IS ALWAYS A PITY To BE CRAMPED AND NOT Ta B8E ABLE TO QUOTE
AS AMPLY AS POSS!IBLE FROM TH1S UNIQUE DI ALOGUE, '"NUMBER
ONE"™ ENGAGES IN DIDACTIC REMINI SCING AS WAS APPARENTLY

Hts sTyLel

"GAVRILOV, FOR US THERE IS NO NEZO TO TALK ABOUT
THE GRIMDING STONE OF THE REVOLUTION, THI WHEEZL



OF HI1STORY, IT SEEMS, 13 TURNED, UNFORTUNATELY,

B8Y BLOOD AND DEATH, LSPECIALLY THE WHEEL OF THE
REVOLUTION, 0O YOU REMEMBER HOW WE HAD TOGETHER
LED THE RED ARMY UNITS, ALL IN TATTERS, ABAINST
EXKATERI NOSLAV? YOU CARRIED A RIFLE. ANO | CARRIED
A RIFLEe, RED ARMY SOLDIERS TOOK TO FLISHT. AND
YOU SHOT A MAN W| TH YOUR REVOLVERTO STOP THE OTHERS,
COMMANDER, HAD | SHOWN FEAR, YOU WOULD HAVE SHOT

ME TOOe AND YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN RIGHTy | T SEEMS
TO ME,

THE IMPLICIT MEANING OF THE CONFRONTATION MIGHT WELL ATTACH

“TO THE SUDENNESS Wi TH WHICH GAVRILOY "STERNLY" asxs: "Speax

W1 THOUT INTRODUGTIONS ! WHY WAS | SUMMONED HERE? THERE IS NO
NEED TO BE DIPLOMATICe GIVE IT TO ME STRAIGHT" WHEN "Num=
BER ONE™ PROFFERS THAT HE HAD ORDERED THE OPEARATION BECAUSE
THE asvonuriou NEEDED GAVRILOV, THE LATTER RETORTS :" THERE is
NO NEED FOR AN OPERATION AND | DON'T WANT 1 T", 1IN TurN,

UNUMBER ONE™ ALLOWS CRYPTICALLY?

"CoMRADE COMMANDER, DO YOU REMEMBER THE INC{ DENT
WHEN WE CONStIDERED WHTHER FOUR THQUSAND SOLDIERS
WERE TO BE SENT To CERTAIN DEATH? YOU ORDERED THEM
TO GOe AND YOU DID THE RIGHT THING,"

AND fﬁAT’S THAT !N MORE WAYS THAN ONE, OBVIOUSLY, CHTO-TO NE

s

"PODELILE, THE CONFLICT 1S DEEPLY SEATEDe AND IT 1S DARK,

PopuULl ST MOTHER- HENS

FROM CAPTAIN SABUROV'S SEETHING FURY ("ZLo BEReT")
"AGAINST MYSELF, AGAINST YOU, AGAINST OTHERS, DEVIL KNOWS, .

OVER FIRE AND ASHES SWEEPING ACROSS RUSSIA, FROM HIS EXPLI=-

9
CIT ANGER OVER THE REGIME'S UNPREPARADNESS TO THE REALISTIC

AND MOVING CHRONICLE OF THE ORDEAL OF STALINGRAD INSCRIBED
10 :
BY VICTOR NEKRASOV THROUGH HUNDREDS OF WAR TALES AND UN

COUNTABLE POEMS = UNENCOMPASSABLE AND UNWIELDY AND YET
PRESSING TO THIS DAY ON THOSE WHO CARE AND ARE BURDENED BY

QUESTICNS « , THERE RISES FROM THI S ENORMOUS BODY OF WAR
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LITERATURE THE THEME, THE MOTHER-THEME AS I T WERE, OF COM~
PASSION AND ANGU) SH OVER THE PEOPLE'S AGonNY, ZHDANOV, GOD
KNOWS, IN HIS DUE TIME TRIED TO CRUSH”QY A8 SUBVERSIVE DE-
FEATISM, BUT DID HE MANAGE? MEANWHILE, OF COURSE, OUT OF
THAT AQONY WERE BORN THE WAR HEROES, ALIVE TO THIS DAY 3

R ' VASSYA TYORKINg, THE BEST OF THE BEST AND ALL BY HIMSELF AND

OF THE
THE COMPOSITE 3HAGELBATTLE FRONT OFFICER, NEVER QUITE s0O

GOOD BUT GOOD ENOUGH,
WE SHALL NOW LEAVE ASIDE SPECULATIONS -~ | NCREASINGLY MORE
TEMPTING WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME -— AS TO WHEN EXACTLY,
HOW, AND TO WHAT END CERTAIN LIBERTIES WERE Gj VEN THE WAR=-
TIME WRJTERe, THEY WERE UNTHINKABLE BEFORE AND ABROGATED
THEREAFTERs |N THAT MASSIVE LI TERARY QUTPUT, AS ALREADY SUG=
GESTED, A DOLEFUL, GUILTY KIND OF POPULISM WAS CHARGED To
EXPRESS THE SURVIVOR'S AWE IN FRONT OF THE MASSACRE OF THE
PEOPLE, AND FREQUENTLY THE MOST GUTSPOKEMN CARRIER OF THAT
POPULI SM WAS THE BATTLEFRONT OFFICER. HIMSELF, HI S MOOD TUR=
- NING TO CHALLENGE THE REGIME WHEN IT voicao URGENT DEMANDS
KE&E"A BETTER LIFE, FOR ATONEMENT, FOR CORPORATE SALVATION,
IT 1S IN THISSENSE, BOTH PRACTICAL AND MYTHMAKI NG, THAT.PO=
PULI SM AND PATRIOTI SM BECAME SYNONYMOUS,

Do YOU REMEMBER VALENTIN OVECHKIN'S CAPTAIN SpiVvAK? HE
1S IN A SLOW MOVING TRAINy, THAT ETERNAL RUSSI AN TRAIN, EVEN
IF IN THIS INSTANCE UKRAINIAN, | T SEEMS TO HAVE ALWAYS BEEWN
THERE, A SPECI AL PLACE OF INDETERMINACY, CONFESSION 5 AND

TRUTH, INSPIRING TOLSTOY AS WELL AS PILNYAK AND PASTERNAK, AND

TYARDGVSKY, A PLACE OF ESCAPE AND CONFIDENCES, CaApTAIN Spi=-

ThE
VAK 1S TRAVELLING WEST, TO THE FRONT IN[LAST YEAR OF WAR FROM




i}

HOME LEAVE IN HIS KOLKHOZ AFTER HAVING BEEN SEVERELY WOUNDIEDe
HE LISTENS; AS ONLY NOCTURNAL RUSSI AN PASSENGERS CAN, Wi TH

ALL M1 S HEZART AND MtNO) TO THE CRONDED STRANGERS CONVERSI NG

-

ARDUND HIMy, THE SIMPLE CITIZENS, HE IS ONE OF THEM. THEY ARE
ALL ANXIOUS, AND HE 18 ALREADY FULL OF HIS OWN IMPRESSIONS
OF THE TERRI BLE HARDOSHIPS PEASANT WOMEN ENDURE IN THE HINTER=-

LANDe WHEN BACK AT THE FRONT, HE EAGERLY SHARES HI STHOUGHTS

WITH HIS BATALLION COMMANOERWHO CHANCES TO BE FROM THE SAME
VILLAGE, AND THEY FRET TOGETHER, AMONG MANY CONCERNS, THEY

REALIZE THAT IT 18 NOT GOING TO BE EASY TO RESTORE COLLECTIVI—

ANYWHERE ELSE,
ZATION IN THE VAST WESTERN REGIONS UNDER GEARMAN occupATxou.oal_

¥You HAVE A SIMPLE SOUL OF A SOLDIER. You
HAVE SPENT THREE YEZARS IN HONEST SATTLE. ALL YOU
HAVE TO 00 {S TO SHED YOUR ARMY COATeee BUT THERE IN A
COLLECTIVE FARM, AFTER WHAT PEOPLE WENT THROUGH, ONE
MUST FIND A SPECI AL APPROACH TO EVERY PERSONoasNOW,
PERHAP S, THAT HARD WORKING WOMAN HAS LOST HER HUSBSAND.
AND HER SON AND DAUSHTER ARE IN GERMANYe AND SHE HER=
SELF TURNED TEN YEARS OLDER THROUGH THE WAR,"

11
EXTRAPOLATING PERCEPTIVELY, CAPTAIN SPIVAK ARRIVES AT THE QUES~-

TION OF QUESTIONS:

T " | DON'T KNOW OF WHAT THERE 1S NON MORE AMONG THE

PEOPLE oee MORE BITTER GRIEF ..o OR MORE HUNGER FOR
A Q00D LIFE," (P.14)

RIGHT ONo [N TUNE WITH SUCH TOLSTOYAN PROBING INTO THE MO-

RALE OF THE PEOPLE, THE COMMANDING OFFICER WANTS TO KNOW

WHETHER

®eeeTHE GIRLS BACK HOME S}NG SONGS AGAIN WHEN THEY
COME HOME FROM THE FIELDS AT NIGHT?"
" YEs, THEY DO = SPIVAK ANSWERED - THEY SING
AGATN, | HEARD THEM MYSELF SEVERAL TIMES...]N THE
BEQI NNING, PEOPLE B8AY, THERE WAS NO SINGING." (po37)

NEVERMIND SINGING! THESE TWO MOTHER=-HENS IN UNIFORM MANAGE
THE ‘
TO RA! SELQUESTION, JUST ABOUT TO BECOME UNDER ZHDANOVI SM PRE™

CARIDUSLY TASQOED, OF FREQUENT INJUSTICE DONE TO SOoVviET

e




CITIZENS WHOM THE GERMANS HAD FORCED TO WORK FOR THEM! CApe
TAIN SPIVAK PLEADS FOR FAIR INVESTIGATION OF ALL THE ACCUSED,
800N THEREAFTER, IN REAL LIFE, THE FALSELY ACCUSED HAD TURNED
LEGION, BARBED WIRES AWAITED THEM, BUT THE WAR WAS NOT QUITE
OVER YET WHEN IN AUGUST OF 1944 OVECHKIN WAS FINISHING Hi1S

UNPRETENTIOUS SHORT TALE,

AT SOME POINT, CAPTAIN SPIVAK PORIDERS FOR A WHILE OVER
H1S LIFE AND "WHAT NEXT" AFTER THE WAR, HIS BRIEFLY STATED
ASPIRATI ONS MAKE HIS EARTHY POPULISM CONGCRETEe HE, FOR ONE,
HMAD HEVER FORGOTTEN H1S PEASANT ROOTS AND WHAT THEY {MPLIED,

HE WiLL PROBABSLY BE DEMOBILIZED AFTER THE WAR,

HE 18 NOT A CADRE OFFICER, HE COMES FROM THE RE=

S8ERVES, AND HI S5 AGE |5 NEAR FOURTYe. THERE ARE

ENOUGH YOUNG PEOPLE TO FILL THEZ RANKS FOR PEACE

TIME, BuUT, PERHAPS, HE WILL BE TOLD TO SZRVEZ LON=-

GER, WELL, FINE, WHAT ALL HE HAD NOT ODONE IN

H18 LIFE! HE HAD BEEN A SHEPHERD, HAD WORKED

AS TRACTOR DRIVER, AS KOLKHOZ PARTY ORGANIZER,

AS AN INSTRUCTOR IN A DISTRICT COMMITTEE. AND

NOW SHOULD THEY XKEEP HIM IN THE AARMY, HE MIGHT

SERVE LONG ENOUGH TO BECOME A GENERAL esce= SPl=

VAK SMILEDs, <« NOgy NOT LIKELY, HE 1S VERY FaR

FROM THE RANK OF A GENERAL. [N PEACE TIME HE

MIGHT NOT BE PROMOTED TILL THE AGE OF SIXTYsoe

FOR PROMOTION ONE NEEDS A WAR SUCH AS THI S FOR
S " THREE MORE YEARS, WELL, THE DEVIL WITH IT, WITH
THE WAR, HE DOES NOT NEED A GENERAL'S RANK. BET=
TER THEY SHOULD LET HIM RETURN TO THE KOLKHOZ, .-

(ra7)

THERE WERE AND ARE D! FFERENCES (N MILITARY CAREERS8y I N=

*

DEED;v JUST AS THE SURPLUS OF PRIMA BALLERINAS WAS CONTROLLED
FROM THEIR INFANCY, SO THAT OF GENERALS, AND THE CHANCES OF
RESERVI 8T8 SUCH AS CAPTAIN SplIVAK WERE NOT TOO GO00De YET

IT 18 CLEAR THAT EVEN B8Y MEANS OF CONSCRIPTION, LET ALONE BY
PREFIGURED CADRE TRAINING, THI ARMY WAS PULLING THOUSANDS

AND THOUSANDS OF PEASANTS UP THE SOCH AL S8CALE, GENUINE PO~
PULISM 13, IN FACT, UNTHINKABLE Wl THOUT ALL SORTS OF PULLING
UPp MECHANI SM8 IN THE SOCI AL ORDSRe FOR IT |8 THOSE WHO HAD

BEEN PULLED UP WHO 3SPLIT UP ODRASTICALLY INTO THOSE WHO
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FORGET AND THOSE WHO MAKE §IT A POINT TO REMEMBERe MOTHER=

HENS REMEMBER,

Wi THOUT VIOLENCE, | HOPE, TO THE TEXT AND CONTEXT, | Em=-

PHASIZE THE MOOD OF GENUINE POPULISM IN THE LI TERARY | DEA=

LIZED PORTRAITURE OF THE MILITARY IN CONTRAST WiITH THE PRAG=

MATIC PSEUDO=POPULI SM (TO BETTER SHOVE THE FOLKS DOWN INTO

THE POSTWAR SO0Ct AL RlERARCﬂ?) PROPAGATED BY STALIN,. (THS

LATTER THEME WILL HAVE TO WAIT FOR ANOTHER PAPER).

LET us TAKE A QUICK LOOK AT A GENERAL, A REAL ONE, AND

A CADRE OFFJCER TO B0OOTe |VAN VASILIEVICH PANFILOY HAD DE=-

FENDED MOSCOW DURING THE CITY'S MOST Dy pFiCULT DAYS, HIS

PORTRALT

APPEARS IN A BRIEF CLOSE-UP IN ONE OF THE BEST EARLY

Z /
WAR BOOKS, A DOCUMENT ROMANCE Wl THOUT SEING TOO MUCH ROMANCE.

ALEKSANDER BEK's VoLoxoLaMskof CHAUSSEE ofF 1942, FuLLy

AWARE THAT DI SASTER 18 IMPENDING FOR IT 18 JUST ABOUT IMPOSw

S8i{8BLE To

STOP THE GERMANS, THE GOOD GENERAL CRAWLg ASQUT THE

DUGOUTS OF THE FAMOUS UZBEK BATALLION UNDER MI S COMMAND, HE

VISITS A YOUNG OFFICER, THE NARRATOR, AND TALKS AND TALKS

~SO0O0THI NGLY BUT NO MORE THAN HE LI STENS AND LI STENS TO THE

MEN, ALL OF THEM AND NO MATTER HOW LOW OF RANK, ENACTING

THENK

THAT INDISPENSIBLE"TRUST IN THE PEOPLE." AND WHAT 00 YOU|HE

DOES TO STRENGTHEN HIS VITAL LINK WITH THE MEN AND TO HONOR

H1S OWN POPULIST LEADERSHIP? WITH THE GERMANS JUST ABQUT TO

PLERCE THROUGH THE LAST DEFENSES, HE SLOWLY, OELIBERATELY PRE-—

PARES TEAe WHEN GIVENBY THE ATTENDING MESS SOLDIER A

PACKET OF TEA WHICH HAD ALREADY BEEN BROKEN AND USED

e e . e e 4o

PANFILOV LOOKED AT THE WRAPPER, SMELLED IT,.
"NOT BADeseo BUT IT IS NOT ANY TOO FRESH, | T
SHOULD BE XEPT IN A TIN BOX, COMRADE, WELL,
HAND ME THE TEA-P0Te | 'LL BUSY MYSELF WITH
11, HAVING TWICE RINSZO THE SuMALL WHI TE TEA-
POT Wi TH BOILING WATER, HE THREW A PINCH OF TEA
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INTO ITy, PESKED INSIDE THE POT, SQUINTED

HIS EYES AND ADDED A BIT MOREe TMEN HE PUT

THE POT W] THOUT WATER ON TOP OF THE SAMOVAR,

"LET IT WARM UP, | T WILL REVIVE A 31T 'y HE

EXPLAINED, | N FRONT OF US WERE THE GERMANS, BE=-

HIND US = MOSCOW, AND PANFILOV IN THE VERY FRONT

LINE WAS BREWING TEA,

12
NOW THAT'S MILITARY SANG=FROID AND APARTHEID A% ITS BEST, BuT
POPULI ST GENERALS ARE MASTERS, GREAT MASTERS AT FRETTING AS
WELLe MAY | NOW REMIND YOU OF THE PIECE DE RESI STENCE, OF
LEONI D LEoNOV'S GENERAL L} TOVCHENKO - {JnLikE PaNnFILOYV
HE 138 A FICTIONAL CHARACTER,
EXPLICITLY A ZHUKOY TYPE PROFESSIONAL, HE COMMANDS A

TANK DIVISION IN THE SMOLENSK REGION DURING THE VICTORIOUS
COUNTER ATTACKe, OFF HAND, HE SEEMS A MODEL OF MILITARY STA-
LINISMe BUT NOT ALL 1S WELL UNDER THE SURFACE,

I8 THE CRUCI AL EPISODE OF THE B8TORY, HE PREPARES THE Li=
BERATION OF ONE SMALL TOWN, HE ODOES THIS WITH A DEEP PERSQO=~
NAL COMM] TMENTe | T AAPPENS TO BE HIS NATIVE TOWN, AND INIT
HE CRAVES TO FIND THE DEAREST PERSON TO HIM N THE ENTIRE
WORLDy HI S OLD SCHOOL TEACHER, A CHIP OF THE OLD WORLD, THE

" QENERAL REFERS TO HIM AS HIS WISE AND KIND "siLVER-HEAD",

AN OLD=-FASHIONED !NTELL!G&NT«)THE OLD TEACHER HAD BEEN SUC=

CESSFULLY TRANSFERRED INTO THE SOVIET AMBI ANCE AND HAD BEGOHg)

Wi TH MANY SIMILAR CHARAGTERS)AN IMPORTANT TYPE OF NATIONAL

HERO IN WARTIME FICTION,

UPON THE SUCCESSFUL OCCUPATION OF HIS NATIVE TOWN, THE GE~
NERAL THEREIN FINDS ONLY DEATH AND DESTRUCTIONe HIS3 ™"sSiLVER-
ﬂgAD" HAD BEEN KILLED, BUT THE ®MEETING TAKES PLACE JuSsT THE

SAME, | T TAKES pPLACE IN A FEVERISH DREAM, DARTING AS0OUT THE

FRONT, THE GENERAL CATCHES A BAD CaLDe WHILE THE CHAUFFEUR
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S8PEEDS HIM THROUGH THE NIGHT, HE EXPERJENCES IN THE Ol STOR=-
TING CONFINES OF HIS DELIRIUM , A FAVORITE RUSSI AN Ll TERA=
RY SHORTCUT SINCE DOSTOYEVSKY'S DAYS, THE REALIZATION OF
HI8 DESIRE TO CONFESS TO HIS TEACHER, THE OREAM BETRAYS,
INDEED o THAT THE DEEPER RECESSES OF HIS MIND ARE TROUBLED,
IN FACT, THE ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH THE TWO MEET 1S SOMBER,
THERE WERE NO TALES OF BYGONE DAYS, NO PROMI SED WATER=-
MELONS, AND THERE WAS NOTHING TO BE SEEN THROUGH THE
SMALL WINDOW, |T WAS AS I F THE TEACHER'S SMALL HoOUSE
WAS SUSPENDED IN A VOIi De THEY SAT I N SI LENCE, A GRAVE
QUESTION COoULD B8E READ I N THE SILENCE OF THE OLD MAN,
"HoWw Wi LL H} STORY REPAY FOR THE UNREDEEMABLE HUMAN SUF=
FERI NG CAUSEDBY WAR? WHAT WILL BE THE REWARD FOR THE
TOlL OF OUR CONTEMPORARI?S DRESSED I N ARMY COAT3 WHICH
HAVE BEEN TORN B8Y DEATH?"
AND THE GENERAL SETS FORTH TO ANSWER, WITH TREP{ DATION, HE
GROPES WITH THE ANSWER AS IF THE WEIGHT OF AN UNFIN| SHED
TASK WERE PRESSING ON HIM, AS IF, YEARS AGO, THE OLD MAN HAD
Gl VEN HIM AN IMPOSSIBLE ASSIGNMENT. HE ALSO KNOWS THAT NOW
THE OLD MAN WOULD NOT BE CONTENT WITH A LONG=WINDED
ACCOUNT OF MATERI AL BENEFACTIONS OR WITH AN ENUMERA-
TION OF PARAGRAPHS IN A PROGRAM NOT YET FULFILLED,.
YET, HE ENGAGES IN ORATORY, HE EVOKES NO LESS THAN ALL THE
‘#)§ STORY OF THE WESTERN WORLD, COLUMBUS, GALILEO, AND WHAT NOT;
THE PROGRESS FROM MAN CRAWLING TO MAN SOARI NS, HE USES ALL
THIS8 TO LEAD UP TO HIS CLIMAX?
" cee TODAY THE SAGE FROM GORI STANDS AT THE OCEAN OF
MAN'S RENAISSANCE., AND MAN WILL NOT FORSWEAR HI S WORD
AS MAN CANNOT FORGET THE WHEEL, THE LEVER, OR THE
WATER SCREW OF ARCHIMEDES WHICH HELPED HIM R} SE FROM
HIS CRAWLING POSITION,"
THE TEACHER RESPONDS TERSELY AND ASTONOSHINGLY ¢ "I HAVE
HEARD THI S BEFOREe™ |N THI S STRANGE DI ALOGUE s HE CUTS THE
GENERAL DOWN TO SIZE THREE TIMES, HIS FIRST INJUNCTION DOES
NOT STOP THE GENERAL'S RHETORIC, NOT WI THOUT INTEREST PER SE,

" IFE WAS DI FFICULT FOR OUR FATHEAS, WHEN OMCE {N A -
WHILE UNDER THE IMPACT OF ALCOHOL, MY GRANDFATHER USED
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TO DANCE, IT SEEMED TO ME THAT HE WAS STuMPlI NG

CN SORROW W] TH HIS5 HEAVY BOOTSe BUT FAITH IN
JUSTICE NEVER ABANDONS THE PEOPLE. THEY KNEW

THAT JUSTICE WOULD SOMEDAY KNOCK AT THE WiNDOW

OF THE WORLDe AND WE HAVE DECICED TO HELP Hi S=
TORY BY SHORTENING THE TIME OF THE FAIARYTALEeeo.
AND HANDS ARE ALREAQCY REACHING FOR THE KEY T0O THE
INNERMOST SECRETS OF MATTER AND LIFEe AND WE MUST
HURRY LEST THEY FALL PREY TO THE EVIL ONES WHO ARE
READY TO TRANSFORM A CREATIVE POTENTIAL INTg DES-
TRUCTION, WE HOLD THE DESTINY OF PROGRESS L] KE

A YOUNG BIRD IN OUR LEATHERY PALMS, TO NO ONE

18 PROGRESS AS DEAR A8 1T 18 TO USe DEVOTION TO

AN IDEA |8 MEASURED IN READINESS TO WORK AND TO
SACRI F1 CE"

FOR THE SECOND TIME THE TEACHER CUTS IN ¢ "Tﬂﬁ PRICE MUST
CORRESPOND TO THE MERCHAND] SE."
THE GENERAL, HOWEVER, GOES ONe HE NOW CONVERTS SUFFE=

RINGy PATIENCE, ENDURANCE INTO FORCES THAT MAKE HOMO BOVIEw

TICUS INTO A VISIONARY!
oo WHEN MY TANK SOLDIER SMOKES HIS BLACK TOBACCO
JUST BEFORE AN ATTACK, HE LOOKS AHEADe ANO IT
SEEMS THAT HE HOLDS THE NEWSPAPER OF THE TWENTY
SECOND CENTURY IN HIS HANDSe IT 1S FULL OF GREAT
EVENTS, THEREIN PRECISELY LIES THE IMMORTALITY
OF THE SOVIET SOLQ§a."
THE LAST IN THE TRIADE OF THE TEACHER'S REPARTEES 1S, PER=-
_HAPS, THE MOST PERTINENT? " YD SEARCH FOR FRIENDS IN THE Fu=
TURE IS THE DOOM OF LONELINESS,"
A _FEARSOME PRICE, THE OLD TEACHER SUGGESTS, MUST BE PAID
FOR LOFTY VERBIAGE., | ' H{3S ICY INTERPOLATIONS ARE EF=
FECTIVE ENOUGH, YET, THE POIGNANCY OF HIS LACONIC ARGUMENT
OBTAINS NOT SO MUCH FROM TS OWN LOGIC AS IT DOES FROM THE
LI TERARY DEVICE USED TO ASSIST HiMe THE DEBATE §S A TROMPE
LYOEUIL WHICH PERMITS THE GENERAL TO EXPLORE H1S OWN FEVE-
RYISH MIND, HE 1S TORN. HE ARGUES WITH HIMSELFs THE "TEA~
CHER" SELF STANDS FOR TRiM, HONED HONZSTY, THE ORNATE
AND MANNERED "GENERAL™ SELF 1S GIVEN TO GRANDIOSE RATIONALIZA~-

TIONSe BuT, IN FACT, THEY FRET TOGETHER ABOUT THE POSTWAR
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FUTURE OF THE COUNTRY - "THEY" BEING TME TWO S!DES OF THE CON
CERNED MIL)TARY ETHOS, BY HAVING SPLIT IT INTO TWO PARTS, THE
AUTHOR SUCCEEBED, {F ONLY FOR A MOMENT, TO LAY BARETHE CONe

FLICT BETWEEN CANT AND CONSCl| ENCE,

HEDGEHOG UL UNt FORM

IN A TALE TO WHICH | HAVE FREQUENTLY REFERRED FOR VARIOUS
PURPOSES , A LITTLE KNOWN TALE AND A VERJ TABLE TROUVAILLE, AN
ADROIT ADVENTURER AND CONMAN WHO PASSES FOR A HIGHLY SPECHA-I

CONSULTING (1)

uz:ofnasuasa, ADVI SES A YOUNG AND INNOCENT PaOTEGE,Waoa& HE
1S ABOUT 70O EXPLOIT MERCILESSLY,IN THE WAYS OF THE WORLD, He
TRIES TO TEACH HIM TO ALWAYS PLAY POSSUM, TO REFRAIN FROM VOI —
CING WHAT'S ON HIS MIND, TO BOW LOW TO AUTHORITY ESPECT ALLY

IN THE MNAVAL ACADEMY, AND TO DO THE REAL LIVING 1IN PRIVACY,

HE SEES NO POINT qursozvez IN "BRUISING ONESELF ON SHARP COR—'
NERS" AS HE ° PUTS lr.1 SUCH CAUTION wss‘Qzav WELL ADVISED
IN JUST THE PERIOD WE ARE DISCUSSINGs AND A MULTITUDE LIVED
BY 1T, WHAT'S MORE, SURVIVED. YET, ALL SORTS OF PEOPLE OF A
DI FFERENT BREED, ESPEC! ALLY AMONG THE RETURNING VETERANS IN

T ™

GENERAL AND THE CADRE OFFICERS IN PARTICULAR, BRUISED THEM-

.

SELVES A LOT DURING THE BITTER TIMES RIGHT AFTER THE WAR,
AND FICTION FOR A WHILE REPORTED ON SOME DRASTIC COLLISIONS
RATHER OPENLY,

IN ONE EARLY CANONIZED POSTWAR NOVEL THE HERO IS A DEMO=-
BILIZED COLONEL, AN AMPUTEE, HE STARTS HIS NEW POSTWAR
LI FE Aegtusr ENORMOUS ODDSe TO BEGIN WITH, DESTINY DEPOSITS .
HiM §N A BAD 5POT, IN RAVISHED CRIMEA, AND EVEN {F THERE
WERE NO GOOD S5POTS, THI S ONE IS REALLY BADe YET, HE IS NOT A

QUETSCHe AND THAT'S JUST THE POINT, THE NOVEL FETCHED THE
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STALIN PRIZE NOT FOR NOTHINGe | T INSTRUCTS THAT A STALINIST
HERO, ESPECIALLY IN MILITARY UNIFORM, Dl FFERS FROM OTHER -
PEOPLE, HE, FOR ONE, FORGETS HI S OWN GONCERNS TOTALLY EVEN
I F ALONE AND TERRIBLY MAIMED IN THE WAR, HME SUBMERGES INTO
THE COLLECTIVE LIKE IN THE OLOEN DAYS, HE ACCEPTS THE LOWLY
(FOR A COLONEL) AND GRINDINGJOB OF A PARTY PROPAGANDI ST IN A
DEVASTATED DISTRICT AND HE DOES SO WITH ZEAL AND FERVOR, OE=
MONSTRATING THAT: HIS BRAND OF POPULISM 18 THE ONE THE RE=
GIME FAVORS, HE PLACES NO OEMANDS} HE MAKES NO TROUBLE;AND
HE WORKS "FOR THE PEOPLE™ WHEREVER THE PARTY Wi SHES HIM TO BE.
BUT NOT EVERYBODY COMPLIES QUITE SO GRACEFULLY,
TO START OCOING ANYTHING AT ALL, THE COLONEL MUST MOBILI=-
ZE ALL AVAILABLE HUMAN RESOURCES, HE FINDS ONZCOLLECTIVE
FARM IN AN ESPECI ALLY BAD SHAPEe AT A MEEZTING THERE, HE NO= -
TICES THE ABSENCE OF A DEMOBILIZED LIEUTENANT WHO HAD BEEN
WEDGED INTO THIS SORRY -ENTERPRISE {("ATTACHED"™ 1S THE worbp)
AND SHOULD CERTAINLY HAVE SHOWN UP, EARLY NEXT MORNING,
THEREFORE, THE COLONEL PAYS THE LIEUTENANT A CALL, THE coLo~
"NEL HMOBBLES ON A CRUDE ARTIFICIAL LIMBAMIILE NOTHING OF A PHY-
SI CAL NATURE SEEMS TO CRAMP THE LIEUTENANT'S STYLE, THIS
.POINTS UP HIS TEMER]I TY,
"WHo 18 THERE?™" - SHOUTED THE LIEUTENANT FROM BEHIND
" THE ODOOR,
MAAY | 2" - ASKED VOROPAEV AS HE ENTERED,
"WHY NOT? TRY T, -~ AN UNFRIENDLY VOICE WAS HEARD
FROM W|THIN, = WELL, WELL, THAT'S YOU, COMRADE, WHAT
1s 172"
YMAYBE YOU WILL ALLOW ME TO SIT ocown?"
"WHY NOT? SIT 00WN, ONLY, YOu KNOW, I 0oON'T PLAY ANY
ROLE AROUND HERE WHATSOEVERgseo
n ‘ ALDEADY KNOW THAT YOou DQN'T PLAY AMNY ROLE HERE
AND THIS 1S VERY BAD, YCU sSHOULD PLAY A ROLEe WHERE
DID YOoU FiIGHT?"
BOYARYSHNI KOV FROWNED AND LET H$S HAND FLY THROUGH THE
AlR SHARPLY, "THIS TRICK 4, YOU KNOW, WILL NOT SUCCEED

WiTH ME, | HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF EXPERIENCE WITH DEMA~
GOGUES SUCH AS You,®




BUT VOROPAEV'S STARE FORCED AN ANSWER FROM HIM,
"THERE WHERE THE COMMAND HAD PLACED ME, THAT'S WHERE
| DID MY FIGHTING. AND | AM UNDER NO OBLIGATION TO
ANSWER SUCH A QUESTION TO ANYONE, dHY sSHouLD 1| so
ARDUND AND TELL EVERYBOOY? You OON'T KNOW THE
ARTICLES OF WAR TOO WELL, COMRADE COLONEL..o | WAS
BUSY PROTECTING THE ENEMIES OF THE FATHERLANDe WHATC
You DON'T LIKE TH1sS? WELL, THEN, | 01D NOT FIGHT,.
| AM NOT WOUNDEDe | AM SIMPLY SI1CKo AND THERE IS
NG POINT IN STUDYING ME, COMRADE COLONELe AND |
MAVE NO BIG DECORATIONS £1 THERe THAT'S THE WAY iT
§Se BUT MY CONSCIENCE 1S CLEARG" s
.
F

THE ABRASIVE, BITTER SELF=-RIGHTEDUSNESS OF THIS YOUNG
or?:csa CONNECTS WITH THE MOOD OF THE LAST PROTAGONIST IN
THI S PAPER, | SHALL DEAL WITH HIM IN UNHURRIED OETAIL BE=-
CAUSE THE OVERTONES OF HI S OWN LANGUAGE ARE FASCINATING, AND
IF REVELATORY OF A TYPE, OF A GROUP, OF A CASTE, THIS FICTIO=
NAL CHARACTER 1S WORTH EVERY MINUTE SPENT ON HiM,

His NAME 18 GORBUNOV, HE BRUISES HIMSELF A LOT ON VERY
SHARP CORNERS, AND EVEN THOUGH FOR THE SAKE OF BEING DRAMA=
TIC, | SHOULD SAVE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT FOR THE END, |
SHALL MAKE 1T HERE TO IMTRODUCE THIS YOUNG MAN PROPERLY, SoME-
HOW HE MANAGES TO ECHO THE SPIRIT OF THE DECEMBRISTS, THAT

_BPIRIT WHICH HAD COMBINED THE ETHOS OF OFIZERSTVO WITH THAT
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OF THE EARLY "FREEDOM FIGHTERS",

A§ A SUBMARI NE COMMANDER GORBUNOV PARTICIPATES IN THE
oersusé OF LENINGRAD AND MUST NOW DOCK HIS BADLY DAMAGED
VESSEL FOR REPAIR, AND THAT'S WHERE TROUBLE ENSUES, HE
STRAINS TO MAKE HIS BELOVED SUBMARINE SEAWORTHY AGAIN CONTRA~
RY TO THE DECISION OF SUPERIORS WHO ARE ABOUT TO SCRAP IT
AND a£s;sra:aors THE CREW, M A QUIXOTIC MANNER HE HURLS
HIMSELF AGAINST THE BURE%éRATS THEREBY RUNNING INTO ONE P ARe
TICULARLY NASTY OFFICl AL WHO, QUOTING THE BOOKS, REFUSES
TO SUPPLY HIM WITH REPAIA MATERI ALS, GORBUNOV LDISES SELF=CON —

TROLe CALLING HIM A TRAITOR, HE THREATENS TO KILL THE




OBSTRUCTIONI 8T, (FORTUNATELY, AT THE TIME OF THE BRAWL,
GORBUNOV DOES NOT KNO¥ THAT THE VILLAIN HAD SEDUCED HIS
WIFE, LATER KILLED BY THE GERMANS, | WILL NOT GO INTO THE
SYUBPLOT HERE OF THIS ACCIDENTAL LINKAGE OF DESTINIES, |N-
TERESTING AS T IS IN REGARD TO WARTIME MORES ANO WHAT
THE WAR WAS DOING TO MARRIAGE AND FAMILY). THE VILLAIN
. DENOUNCES GORBUNOV FOR BANDI TI SMe NO LESS, BUT EVEN W! TH=
. QUT TH1S, GORBUNOV'S DOSSIER BULGES AND HIS SUPERIDAS
BEGIN TO LOOK AT MiS PECULIARITIES WiTH A JAUNDICED EYE,
ARTI CULATE AND OLDFASHIONED, HI 8 SENSE OF HONOR MAKES
HIM A RUNAWAY OF THE PySHKINIAN ERA, [MBUED WITH THE CASTE
CODE OF MILITARY ETHICS, HE, FOR ONE, FULLY APPRECIATES THE
éFAULETTES. IN FACT, HE BEMOANS THE UNTIMELY PASSAGE OF

DUELS AS THE MOST EFFICIENT VETHOD OF RESOLVI NG HONOR CON-

FLICTS,

»

THE ANACHRONISM « OR 15 {T? AND THAT IS THEZ KEY QUESTION —
GORBUNOV STANDS FOR SURPR! SES ONE LESS THAN THE FACT THAT
HE HAD CREATED 1T ALL BY HIMSELF AWAY FROM THE PARTY OF
WHICH, SIGNIFICANTLY, HE 1S MEMBER, BUT, THEN, HE IS A VERY
CAPABLE AND COMPETENT PROFESSIONAL, A MODEL EMERGENGCY PARTw
NER,

A RATHER IMPOSSIBLE FELLOW, GORBUNOV TAKES PRIDE IN WHAT
HE MIMSELF CALLS HIS "DIFFICULT CHARACTER", HE HINTS THAT

. HE SEES WAR AS A GOAL IN I TSELF BE {T ALONE BECAUSE I T UN=

FOLDS HI S poranr:au:razs.’( | FEgL THAT FOR THIS ALONE 1T
WAS WORTH TO GET GORBUNOV OUT OF MOTH BALLS AS A REMINDER
THAT HMIS MILITARY VALUES, IN NO WAy SOLELY RUSSI AN OR SoviET,
ARE SUBJECT FOR CONTINUOUS RESEARCH)es HE PUTS T SUCCINCT-

LY ENOUGH, NAVAL OFFICERS "MUST BECOME A GUARD, THE BEST

OF THE BEST! AND UNTIL THIS HAPPENS, | SHALL REMAIN

e e Y e g o N
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DISPLEASED Wi TH EVERYTHINGI"

PEDANTIC, STUBBORN, SUSPICIOUS WITH SUBORDINATES, HE
PROUDLY STANDS UP TO SUPERJIORSe. HI S MEN HAVE A HARD TiME
FINOING A MODUS VIVENDI WiTH HiMe HE DEMANDS MUCH QF THEM,
YET. HE COMMANDS THEIR RESPECT, WHEN THEY DI SCOVER Hi S
FAIRNESS THEY GIVE HIM LOYALTYe BUT HIS CREW CANNOT SAVE
HiM FROM THE DARK CLOUDS GATHERING OVER HI S HEAD,

GoRBUNOV'S DECORUM, PUNCTILIOUSNESS, RIGIDITY STANDO OUT
IN CLEAR RELIEF AGAINST THE CHARACTYER OF HiS FOIL, THE COM=
MANDER OF THE SUBMARINE DIVISION IN WHICH HME SERVES,

OF ONE AGE, THEY HAD BEEN FRIENDS ANO HAD GONE THROUGH
TRAINI NG AND riésr BATTLE BAPTI SH TOGETHER, BUT ONE OUTD! S=-
TANCES THE OTHER B8Y MAKING A RAPI O CAREERe UNLIKE THE OVER=
PﬁanclpLéo GoRBUNOY FORSVER,lN TROUSLE AS THE STCXLER THAT
HE 18, SUCCESSFUL KONDRATIEV ADHERES TO HARDLY ANY PRI Ne
ClPpLES, NOT THOSE, AT ANY RATE, GORBUNOV HOLDS TIGHT,
(GLORY TO THE NOCTURNAL SOLI TARY Di ALOGUES! EVEN IN THE
MOST SERVILE STALINIST SOC=-REALISTIC LITERATURE ASTON) SHING

REVELATIONS SURFACED SOMETIMES WHEN THE AUTHOR LEFT HLIS

N

CHARACTERS ALONE AT NIGHT TO TALK AND TALK, WHAT CAME oOuUT
ONCE 1IN A WHILE COULD NOT HAVE POSSIBLY BEEN INTENDED BY

THE AUTHORS, THUS, GLORY TO THE MYSTIQUE AND MYSTERIES OF

2udnvy
CONTROLLED FICTION! IN THE PIECE HERE CONSIDERED,, THE PLAY=-

WRIGHT SEEMS TO INTEND ALL OF {T), DEBATES BETWEEN THE Two

MAKE THE PLAY,

GCORBUNOV: «¢eSINCE YOU HAVE BECOME A B8IG BOSS, SOME=-
THING HAS QONE WRONG IN OUR FRYIENSHIP IT's
THE SAME AND IT ISN'T THE SAME,

KONDRATIEV: TH1s 18 ALL NONSENSE, IT's YOURSUSPICIOUS—
NESSe YOU KNOW HOW WELL OISPOSED | AM TOWARD
YOU,

GoRrBuUNOY: "WELL D1sSPOSED™, THAT'S JUST 1T. YOU SPEAK
Wi TH ME QUITE OI FFERENTLY NOW, Don'T You NO=
TICE 1T? YOU SPEAK WITH SUCH BENEYOLENCE,
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Wi TH SUCH CONDESCENSION, BUT | poN'T LIKE
fTe HAVE | BECOME MORE STUPID IN THESEZ LAST
TWO MONTHS? OR ARE YOU AFRAID THAT | MISAT
81T ON YOUR NECK OR THAT | MIGHT ALLOW MY=
SELF TO ADVERTISE eee
- KONDRATIEV I AM NOT AFRAID OF ANYTHING, AND REGAR-
. DING SERVICE AND ALL SORTS OF RULES AND REGU=—

LATIONS, YOU ARE PEDANTIC, WE XKNOW THAT,
IT'S ALL YOUR 1MAGINATION, VICTOR. AND |
MATE ALL THESE COMPLICATIONSe | AM A SIMPLE
STRAIGHTFORYARD PERSONS

GORBUNOVS YOY ARE NOT AT ALL SIMPLEe LiTTLE BY .
LITTLE YOU HAVE BECOME A DIPLOMAT sne L3
YOU REMEMBER SOMEBODY SENDING YOU A BOTTLE
OF TROPHEE BRANDY FROM THE HAINLAND? HHEN
YOU WANT TO POUR OUT YOUR SOUL, THEN GORSU=
NOV 1S GOOD ENODUGH, BUT WHEN YOU WANT TO
DRINK BRANDY, YOU SHARE §T W{TH THE CHIEF OF
8STAFFe | CAN'T STAND BRANDY AND | AM NOT
SPEAKING ABOUT BRANDY, | F YOU WANT TO 8E
FR{ ENOS WITH ME ON BARGAIN TERMS, | ocon'T

. . WANT YOUR FRIENOSHIP,

KONDRATIEV: (LaugHiNG) THAT's RIGHT, THERE §1S NOTHING
| CAN SAY. Somﬁow IT SO HAPPENEDeos {(Pe25)

THE CAREERIST, IN TURN, DEPLORES WHAT TO HIM IS BIGOTRY,
THE BONE OF CONTENTION IS THEIR JOINT BATTLE M1 SSION, GORBU=~
NOV 1S CRITICAL OF IT, HE ACCUSES KONDRATIEV OF WASTING VA=
LUABLE TORPEDOES ON UNDESERVING OBJECTIVES ONLY TO REZPORT sSUC—
CESSFUL ACTIONs HE KNOWS THAT KONDRATIEV CRAVES ONE THING
_ALONE ¢ DECORATIONSy THUS, IN THEWZXT FRAGMENT, THE TENSION
BETWEEN THE TWO UNCOVERS KONDRATIEV'S CALCULATING SERVILITY
FOR BETTER (R FOR WORSE BUT MOSTLY FOR BETTER IN CONTRAST
Wi TH GORBUNOV'S STRUGGLE FOR PLENIPOTENTI ARY JUDGMENT, JF NOT
z -
OF COURSE, THE RIGHT OF ACTION AND DECI SiGHN,
GORBUNOV eseYOU AND | OID NOT DESERVE MENTION.
KONDRATIEV? LET ME TELL YOU THAT WE CAN PASS NO
JUDGMENT O THI S, THE GOVERNMENT SIVES
DECORATIONS AND KNOWS WHAT IT 1S DOING,
Oy HOW | DISLIKE I T WHEN PEOPLE ARE HYPO=-
CRITICAL, 30, YOU ARE NOT INTERESTEZD IN

MEDALS? TELL IT TO SOMEONE WHO ©DOES NOT
KNOW YOU, YOU ARE AS AMBITIOUS AS THE

DEVi Lo
GoRrBuUNOV: | AM NOT SAYING THAT | AM NOT AMB} TIOUS.
ONLY HOW 00 YOU KNOW THAT | DoN'T cven
MORE?




KONDRATIEV? YOU ARE A DIFFICULT PERSON., LIKE A
PRI CKLY HEDGEHQG, AND YOU ALWNAYS GO OFF
ON A TANGENT, |, FOR ONE, DEFEND YOU
BUT MANY OTHERS ARE SHARPENING THEIR TEETH
AGAINST YOU, YOoU QUARREL WITH DI VISIONAL
SPEC] ALI STS, YOU CONSTRUCT A PRINCIPLE

OUT OF A TRIFLE, YOU CONSTANTLY WRITE
. REPORTSe (Po20)

I T wouLo SEEM THAT FOR orrlcsés oF GORBUNOV'3 SENSE ofF
CASTE AND VALOR, MOTIVATION FOR TOTAL SELF-EXPENDITURE DURINGC
THE APOCAPYPTIC PERIOD OF THE WAR LAY FAR DEEPER THAN GREED
FOR MEDALS, THE REGIME DECORATED THEM LAVISHLY ANYWAY, BuT
AFTER THE WAR WERE THEY RELOCATED, ABSORBED, USED, RECYCLED =
WHATEVER YOU WISH TO CALL 1T = TO ANY SATI SFACTORY DEGREE, =
SELF=-GENERATED TRAOITIONAL PRINCIPLES (NOT A CONTRADICTION IN
TERMS HERE) , PRICKLES, EGO AND ALL? AND THEIR VERY CURIOUS
BLENDOF PRIVATE AND PUBLIC VALUES? {THIS 18 NOT A RHETORI=-
CAL QUESTION BUT A MODEST RESEARCH PROPOSAL)e AS TO JUST THAT

BLEND OF VALUES, GORBUNOV'S ADVERSARY MIMICKXS HI S DICTION

ANGRILY WHEN GORBUNOV VOWS TO CONTINUE THE STRUGGLE FOR HIS

SUBMARI NE,
M Ml TAKE IT UPON MYSELF! | AM THE COMMANDER! |

) SHALL HOLD MY FLAG!"™ EVERYTHING You sAY i3 "}",
LOOK AT THIS STANDARD BEARER! YOU SHOULD DLSPLAY
MORE MODESTY, COMRADE LiEUTENANT CaPTAIN!? (p.28)

THE MORE RESPONSIBILITY THE HEDGEHOGS TAKE UPON THEM=
SELVES AND THE MORE PRINCIPLES THEY DEFEND,. THE MORE SUSPi=
C1O0US THE PARTY GETS, NOT ONLY THEIR RIVALS, WHEN THE PARTY,

I NDEED, STARTS TO INVESTIGATE, ADROIT KONDRATIEV OFFERS THE

BEST ADVI SE HE CANZ

KONODRATIEV: | F YOUR CHARACTER 1S SUCH THAT YOU LOVE TO
QUARREL Wi TH PEOPLE, YOU YOURSELF SHOULD BE
COMPLETELY PURE, BUT MOW THAT YOU WERE IMPRU=
DENT, THE WHOLE TROUBLE CAME UP TO THE SURFACE.

GORBUNOV? | xNow, | kNOW, | AM ACCUSED OF SEVEN MORTAL
SINSg DEVJOUS I DEAS, MANIA TO CRITICIZE
OTHERS, DEMORALIZATION, DI SORtENTATION, EVEN

- MORAL DECAY. A LEARNED COMRADE PAYZD ME A

VISIT TODAY, HE ADMINISTERED AN INTERROGATIONM




WITH A Bl AS,
‘ KONDRATIEV?: DID YOU SWEAR AT HIM?
GOoRBUNOV? YESs, | D1 D

KONDRATIEV S ALL RIGHT., OGCIVE ME YOUR DOCUMENTS, THAT'S
ONE THINGe AND SECONDLY, WRITE A STATEMENT

FOR ME,
GORBUNOV S WHAT ABoUT?
KONDRATIEYS CONFESS,
GORBUNOV? CONFESS WHAT?

KONDRATIEV? WELL, ALL YOUR TRANSGRESSIONS, YOU KNOW
BESTe CONFESS WHAT YOU CONSI DER NECESSARY
MAYBE | F YOU DO IT, YOU WiLL NOT BE DE=
MOTEDs MAYBE IT ALL WLl SOMEMOW BLOW
OVER, BUT AS FAR AS THE PARTY LINE IS
CONCERNED, THEY WlLLyey OF COURSE, FLOG YOU,
GORBUNOV? PARDON MEo, | RESPECT A PARTY MEEZTING AND
| ooN'T HAVE THE SLIGHTEST INTENTION TO
PLAY A FOOLe A BEAUTIFUL SIGHT I T CouLDd
BE INDEED: "COMRADES, THE CHAIR RECOG=-
NI ZES COMRADE GORBUNOY, CCMRADE GORBUNOY,
BE BRIEF," AT THIS POINT GORSUNOV CRAWLS
OUT WITH A SILLY FACE ¢ "COMRADES, | HAVE
COMMI TTED AN ERROR." VOICE FROM THE FLOOR
"A VERY GRAVE ERRORIM™ -« "THaT's riauT,
COMRADES, SOMEBOOY HERE IS PROMPTING MES
A GRAVE ERROR! | DON'T MEAN TO WHITEWASH
MYSELF oee WHEREUPON | PROCEED TO DO
JUST THAT, AND HONEST PEOPLE, MY FRIENDS
AND COMRADES, COMMUNISTS WHO ARE PRESENT
UNDERSTAND AT ONCE THAT | AM LYI MG AND
THEY DESPISE ME, BUT | WiLL BE THE FIRST
ONE TO DESPISE MYSELF, OME CANNOT COMMAND
A SHIP WITHOUT SELF- RESPECT, ONE CANNOT,
‘ (PP 40-41)

ANTICIPATION OF THE CONFESSIONAL RITUAL STIFFENS THE
\aeﬁezﬁea IN HI S RESOLVE, HE Wi THDRAWS, BUT NOT FOR LONG,e A
SUMMONS FORCES HIM TO APPEAR BEFORE THE REAR-ADMI RAL OF THE

FLEET,
THI 8 ELDERLY MAN 1S A HERO OF THE REVOLUTION, A JOVI]AL
AND INFORMAL OLD BOLSHEViK, THE SNAPPY SCENE BETWEEN THE TWO

- THE NEW AND THE OBSOLETE OFFICER = MARKS THE CLIMAX OF
THE TALE,

THE REAR-ADMI RAL BAWLS GORBUNOV OUT, II# A GRUFFLY PATER~—
NALI STIC MANNER, HE SHOUTS AT THE CULPRIT AND ADDRESSES HIM

HALF niécsn_v AND HALF BENEVOLENTLY WITH THE | NFORMAL "THou'.




25

REAR=-ADMI RALS FOR A LONG TIME | WANTED TO TAKE A LOOK
AT THE SCANDALOUS TROUBLE-MAKER IN OUR 0Of-—
VESION, WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH YOu,

YOUNG MANS DiD YOUR HEAD GET I NFLATED?
YOU FOUGHT THREE PENNIES WORTH AND YOU
THINK THAT TO YOU ALL 13 PERMITTED? DioD
YOU ALREADY START To BITE PEOPLE? You
WALK AROUND IN A UNIFORM, YOUR SLEEVES ARE
COVERED WITH GOLD, BUT YOU ORGANIZE RAl DS
LI XE SOME SQRT OF CIVIL WAR BANODIT? WHERE
DID THEY TEACH YOU THIS STUFF? THAT'S I nN—
SUBORDINATION]!] BuUT WE CAN VERY EASILY
CLIP YOUR WiNGS, | WILL GIYE YOUR SOFT
PARTS SUCH A SPANKING THAT YOUR HEAD WiILL
VERY QUICKLY CLEAR UP, wZLL? EXPLAIN
YOUR ACTIONSe SPEAK UP, JF YOU HAVE ANY-
THING TO SAY, WHAT ARE YOU STARING AT ME
FOR?

GORBUNOV HAS SOMETHING ToO SAY, SO MUCH SO THAT HE TURNS WHITE

SND THE WORDS COME OUT ALMOST IN A WHJSPERS

"COMRADE REAR-ADMIRAL! YOQOU ARE Gi VEN ENORMOUS
RIGHTS IN RESPECT To ME, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
ARREST ME, TO COURT=-MARTIAL ME, AND TO DEMOTE ME
BUT NOBODY GAVE YOU THE RIGHT TO SPEAK TO ME IN
A DI SREPECTFUL TONE,"

THIS LEAVES THE REAR-ADMIRAL WITH HIS MOUTH AGAPE., HOWEVER,
HE SWITCHES AT ONCE TO THE FORMAL"YOU™, AND HAVING COQLED OFF,
HE ASKS GORBUNOV WHAT HE WOULD PROPOSE TO DO WiTH THE MAN HE

HAD THREATENED TO KiLLe GORBUNOV'S ANSWERS STAND ALWAYS -

READY, PARTICULARLY THIS ONE, (

GORBUNOV? WHo aM | To TELL You? BUT IN THE OLD DAYS,
AN OFFICER WHEN INSULTED WAS OBLIGATED EI THER
TO RESTORE HIS HONOR OR TO LEAVE THE REGIMENT.
LET HiM G0 AWAY, THE NAVY WiILL NOT LOSE MUCH,

REAR=-ADMI RAL S VERY INTERESTING! THE oLD 0AYS! PEOPLE

SAY THAT YOU ARE UNDULY INTERESTED IN THE_PAST.

GORBUNOV?S Noo | AM INTERESTED §IN THE FUTURE. I[N THE
FUTURE OF OUR NAVY, THAT'S WHY | AM FASCINATED
WITH THE PAST, WITH HISTORY, WITH TRADITIONS,
| AM CONSTANTLY THINKING ABOUT THE GROWTH OF
OUR NAVYe I|IT 13 POSSIBLE THAT SOMETIMES |
MAKE Ml STAKES, BuT | ALWAYS HAVE MY OWN OP{ON,
! ALSO EOUCATE MY SUBORDINATES THAT WAY, |
PREFER TO COMMAND STRONG MEN ~ WHO OBEY ME BE-
CAUSE POWER 18 ON MY SIDE AND BECAUSE | HAVE
KNOWLEDGE AND AUTHORITY AND NOT BECAUSE THEY
ARE INCAPABLE TO THINK FOR THEMSELVES, |
TRUST THEMs AND | WANT THEM TO TRUST ME,

S ——— e




I AM WILLING TO OBEY ANY ORDER, 3UT IF | ‘Am

ASKED 'TO EXPRESS MY OPINION, | DON'T WANT TO GUESS
AND WORRY WHETHER | SAY THE RIGHT THING, | AM

A SOLDIER AND MY FIRST DUTY 1S TO SAY THE TRUTH

As | SEE 1Te THIS 18 MY BALTIC SEA, MY Navy,

THI S 18 MY LIFE, THIS IS WHAT | AM READY TO DIE
FORe (Pp.44m465

AS AN INSTITUTICNX, AND IN A PLAY AT THAT, THE NAVY SEEMS
TO REACT TO THE OI LEMMA OF INITIATIVE vzasué COCILITY IN A
CURIOUS WAY, UNDER STRESS, IT PREFERS INITIATIVE., THE REAR=
ADMI RAL CAPJ TULATES, HE ACCEPTS THE HEDGEHOG, fNCLUDING MIS
ARROGANCE, NOT ONLY DOES HE NOT INSIST ON PUNI SHMENT BUT HE
ENTRUSTS THE HEDGEHOG WITH A DANGERQUS MI SS1ON FOR WHICH THE
YOUNG MAN CRAVES, THEY PART AS FRIENDSe AND THE REAR-AOMIRAL'S
LAST WORDS SOUND APOLOGETIC: "DON'T MIND THE NOISE | MAKE,. |
AM OLDo AN OLD SAILORe PEOPLE OF YOUR GENERATION ARE MORE

POLI BHED, MORE BRILLIANT THAN WE," (pP.51)

THERE 1S THAT CLUSTER OF PROBLEMS SPELLING DOCILITY, INIT}A-
TIVE, SENSE OF SELF, INSTRUMENTAL GRATIFICATION, AND ABOVE
ALL THAT OF TRUST IN PEOPLE, | WisSH | COULD HAVE ADDED -

IN CONNECTION WITH THE ABOVE — THE DI SCUSSION OF Two "mivLg
TARY" NOVELS OF THE LATE 1950'1E8 WHICH SEEM TO MIRROR EACH

OTHER IN AN INFORMATIVE WAY, ALAS. soe
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NOTES

1c VERA ALEKSANDROVA PERCEPTIVELY EXAMINES THE SENSATIQONAL
EFFECT OF THE PLAY AND OF THE OEBATE AMONG CRITICS IN LITERA-
TURA | ZH1ZN, NeYey 109, PP,421-433 o

2 THERE IS S0 MUCH LITERARY MATZIRIAL FOR IT THAT THE CHO1CE

OF EXAMPLES AND EVIDENCE, SUCH AS IN THIS PAPER, SEEMS ARSB} TRA-
RY,

36 | SHOULD THINK THAT THE STUDY OF POPULI ST VALUES IN THE
EARLY POSTWAR PERIODO EXAMINED TOGETHER WITH THE VALUES OF THE
MILITARY, WHETHER CONFLUING OR I NCOMPATIBLE OR BOTH, 15 OF
IIMPORTANCE,

4, | SHALL, ALAS, ONLY BRIEFLY MENTION LATER A, 3EK'S POR= .

TRAIT OF GENERAL PANFILOY AS AN ILLUSTRATION OF JUST SUCH
UNDERSTANDI NG,

S5« DimlITRI FumRMANOV, CuyApAEvV, Moscow, 1929, p,122

6e FOR INCOMPREMENSIBLE REASONS YURII1 LiIBEDINSKY's Tuz Commts-—
SARS, 1926, WAS NEVER FULLY STUDIED ANO "UsSED" BY ANYONE aAs
FAR As | Know,

7. Novyi MiR, No.6, 1926, p,184 FOR LITTLE KNOWN DETAILS
OF VORONSKY'S ACTUAL INVOLVEMENT WITH PiLNYAK SEE MAGUIRE RJ.A
VirRGIN S21L, PRINCETON, 1968, pp,125-129

8. BORIS PILNYAK, "POVEST 0 NEPOGASHONNO} LUNE", PETROPOLLS,
BERLIN, 1923, p.31

9. KONSTANTIN SiMONOV, DNI | NOCHI, Moscow, 1944, 9,28

104~ V- _0ox0P AKH_STALINGRADA, 1946

11, VALENTIN OVECHKIN, S FRONTOVYM PRIVETOM (1544), Moscow

‘_946’ Po18
, (1942)
i2o4ALastNaea BEK, VOLOKOLAMSKOE caAusss,LyOSCQW, 1965, PP,
2=-43

13.Leon1 0 LEoNOV, VZYATIE VELIXOSHUMSKA, Moscow, 1944, pp,
64-66

14, SoLoMoN MaRVICH, "PERVY! | POSLEDNI1", ZvEzDA No,7,1949
P087 :

S
15 PYOTR PAVLENKO, SCHATIE , ZNAMYA, NOo7, 1947, pp 40-41
16, UnusuaL, PERHAPS, FOR 1944, THAT SPIRIT SEEMS TO HAVE
GROWN §NTO A PALPABLE AND EVEN casgzsaso THEME IN THE WORK OF
MANY POETS, ESPECIALLY {N THE 19601 ES AND ESPECIALLY IN THE
LENINGRAD BROTHERHOODe

17¢ ALEXANDER KROMN, OATZER rLora,'ZNAuvA, Noo4, 1944, p,23
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