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Foamed polystyrene: %
the problem

Commonly recorded in marine litter
Serious known impact on marine life

Widely used, due to properties (lightweight,
insulating, waterproof, impact resistant,
inexpensive)

Limited spotlight on marine uses






Common uses of
foamed polystyrene in
marine contexts

« Fish boxes

« Fishing & aquaculture floats
* Buoys

 Pontoons

« Bodyboards
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CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS ke abandoned on the shoraline.
From this initial research, it is clear that marine use of foamed polystyrene in aquaculture, fisheries, marinas bamed polystyrene can rapidly
and the leisure industry presents a considerable pollution risk. Building on this work, we propose the lastic pollution that persists
following recommendations for action: knturies, presenting a risk to
1. Promote the use of appropriate durable, measures to reduce it and relevant regulations, ested, foamed polystyrene
weather-resistant materials for floats, buoys and to encourage engagement in addressing the problems such as digestive
pontoons, including protective coverings. problem and support for solutions. sense of fullness that can
2. Improve the care of marine items made from or 7. Include information on ocean plastic pollution 3 cie f ;O:: ef:nulvi:a‘:e d with
containing foamed polystyrene to protect them in existing free environmental safety courses §
like flame retardants,
from wear, storm damage and accidental loss, for for fishers. .
example through guidelines or training for users. [its from tha sea around
P ah gu! 9 - 8. Develop awidespread foamed polystyrene ical threat it poses to wildiife
3. Provide affordable recycling/disposal facilities recycling industry to encourage more
at ports and harbours to encourage responsible responsible disposal.
dis‘:)osal of foamed polystyrene I(gms z‘s):d ator e o ect pollution from the use of
the 9. Evaluate the full life-cycle cost of foamed B in the marine environment,
fiearte sea. polystyrene use to increase awareness of the hational undertook initial
4. Explore and evaluate the use of alternative, damage it presents when in the environment, how foamed polystyrene is
less environmentally damaging. materials for and to ensure this is better built into future texts (with a focus on the UK),
fish boxes: a full life-cycle analysis, including costings and decision making. pmes pollution, and what
potential to poliute, is needed for any alternatives g gacearch the possibility of incorporating efforts d be taken to tackle this
proposed. to detect and tackle discarding of foamed
5. Increase the reuse and end-of-life recycling polystyrene at sea into initiatives to address
of fish boxes (made of foamed polystyrene other ocean threats (e.g. illegal fishing).
or alternative materials). for example through 11. Advocate for the development of clear, time-

Deposit Return or Extended Producer

§ bound next steps towards practical trials and
Responsibility schemes. if appropriate. implementation of the potential interventions
6. Increase and share inf ion identified by intergovernmental and multi-
amongst users and other stakeholders about stakeholder p on f d polystyrene,
the impacts of foamed polystyrene pollution, such as the HELCOM and OceanWise initiatives.

For further information and additional context, see
our full report, or contact: &

Hazel Akester - Marine Plastics Programme Officer
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Conclusions & %
Recommendations

Reduce loss of foamed polystyrene at sea
Increase awareness & provide training
Develop recycling infrastructure

Research approaches & advocate for clear,

time-bound next steps

Breaking Down Ocean Polystyrene:

A briefing by Fauna & Flora International, June 2020.
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« Breaking down ocean polystyrene
full report & briefing available at
https://www.fauna-flora.org/approaches/
science-innovation/tackling-marine-plastic-pollution
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