
The president appointed Ambassador Zalmay

Khalilzad to a newly created position,

“U.S. Special Representative for Afghan
Reconciliation.”
 

 

The Trump Administration agreed to hold

bilateral talks with the Taliban, without
involving the Afghan government.
 

 

The Administration worked with Pakistan to
bring Taliban leaders to the negotiating table.
 

 

The U.S was willing to come to an agreement

largely on the Taliban’s terms.
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Over the past two years, a consensus from U.S. leaders

has emerged that the war will not be won militarily,

and that peace negotiations are the only way for the
U.S. to move forward.
 

President Trump’s goal is to pull U.S. troops out of
Afghanistan.
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PRESIDENT TRUMP'S PEACE PROCESS WITH THE TALIBAN

FACTORS LEADING TO THE PEACE TALKS

https://www.state.gov/special-representative-for-afghanistan-reconciliation-travels-to-afghanistan-and-qatar/
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/28586/will-pakistan-continue-to-play-a-constructive-role-in-the-afghanistan-peace-talks
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/28586/will-pakistan-continue-to-play-a-constructive-role-in-the-afghanistan-peace-talks
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/486588-why-this-imperfect-deal-with-the-taliban-is-still-better-than-no-deal
https://www.barrons.com/news/us-seeks-to-salvage-afghan-peace-after-attacks-but-leverage-wanes-01589563505
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/middle-east-watch/washington%E2%80%99s-gamble-afghanistan-53762
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The peace talks will likely begin, but there

will be obstacles to their success. 
 

One impediment to successful peace talks

is that the Taliban is coming to the table

with all of the leverage. 
 

Unlike Afghanistan and the U.S., the

Taliban is in no rush to make a deal

because they are winning on the
battlefield.
 

 

According to the U.S.-Taliban Agreement,

the U.S. will pull troops out of Afghanistan

by April 2021.
 

 

The key question remains: will the Taliban

uphold their portion of the agreement that

requires them to sever ties with
international terrorist groups?
 

 

The Taliban incentive structure is not
stacked in favor of peace negotiations.
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What's Next for the Peace and 
Reconciliation Process in Afghanistan?

Chaos in Afghanistan Dims 
Hopes for Peace
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WHAT CAN BE EXPECTED OF THE AFGHAN-TALIBAN
PEACE TALKS?

https://www.rferl.org/a/pursuing-peace-afghanistan-s-mass-release-of-taliban-fighters-a-big-gamble-/30637940.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/pursuing-peace-afghanistan-s-mass-release-of-taliban-fighters-a-big-gamble-/30637940.html
https://www.startribune.com/un-report-afghan-taliban-still-maintain-ties-with-al-qaida/570948402/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/webcast-whats-next-peace-and-reconciliation-process-afghanistan
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/webcast-whats-next-peace-and-reconciliation-process-afghanistan
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/webcast-whats-next-peace-and-reconciliation-process-afghanistan
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/video/chaos-afghanistan-dims-hopes-peace
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/video/chaos-afghanistan-dims-hopes-peace
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/video/chaos-afghanistan-dims-hopes-peace

