‘v’ Violent Non-State Actors and

COVID-19: Challenge or Opportunity?
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How COVID-19 has affected terrorist groups, organized
crime groups, cartels, and gangs in specific regions

MEXICO

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected three
major dimensions in cartels and gangs:
disruptions in drug supply chains, increasesin
violence_ and new opportunities for
legitimacy as cartels provide aid to local
populations.

LATIN AMERICA
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Challenges to organized crime

O () include supply chain disruptions
leading to scarcity of precursor
SOUTH ASIA chemicals used in processing of
illicit drugs, and difficulties in
COVID-19 poses small challenges to the moving illicit cash between
Taliban, but also large opportunities for countries. New opportunities
creating useful propaganda and include emergency government
offering citizens resources to combat spending with little oversight,
the virus to gain legitimacy and price gauging and fraud in
and support. sale of medical supplies.
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https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/violent-non-state-actors-and-covid-19-challenge-or-opportunity
https://www.insightcrime.org/news/brief/money-laundering-victim-coronavirus/
https://elfaro.net/en/202003/internacionales/24182/In-Honduras-Corruption-On-Top-of-the-Pandemic.htm?st-full_text=all&tpl=11
https://www.americasquarterly.org/article/the-pandemic-and-organized-crime-in-latin-america-ten-unknowns/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/criminal-violence-mexico-between-stealthy-and-unintended
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/criminal-violence-mexico-between-stealthy-and-unintended
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/afghanistan-jump-start-talks-taliban-200530093500463.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/afghanistan-jump-start-talks-taliban-200530093500463.html
https://www.economist.com/asia/2020/05/09/the-taliban-are-joining-afghanistans-fight-against-covid-19
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/taliban-leverages-coronavirus-crisis-burnish-its-image-violence-afghanistan-surges-n1213096
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THE MIDDLE EAST

Violent non-state actors, such as ISIS, see the virus
as an opportunity to escalate their actions
because governments are distracted.
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EASTERN EUROPE
Organized crime groups are rich in Challenges to these groups include
cash and in times of crisis, small increases in cybercrimes, disruption
businesses may become of supply chains, and difficulties to
indebted to crime organizations in launder money.
order to stay afloat. LOUISE SHELLEY, GEORGE

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
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https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/webcast-violent-extremism-west-africa-are-current-responses-enough
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/null-effect-covid-19-conflict-why-iraq-and-yemen-keep-fighting
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/null-effect-covid-19-conflict-why-iraq-and-yemen-keep-fighting
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/null-effect-covid-19-conflict-why-iraq-and-yemen-keep-fighting
https://cina.gmu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Covid-White-Paper_FINAL.pdf
https://www.economist.com/international/2020/05/16/the-pandemic-is-creating-fresh-opportunities-for-organised-crime

