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For most of 2020, news, politics, policy, and research in the United States and abroad were M rvemationalAfiairs s
dominated by the challenges posed by COVID-19, a rapidly unfolding global pandemic Embed

unprecedented in scale and cost. For much of the world, however, COVID-19 in fact
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close to famine; 30 severe storms including Hurricanes Iota and Eta battered the Atlantic
coasts; some 4 million acres of forest burned to the ground in California, doubling the
previous high reached in 2018; typhoons ravaged the Philippines, floods overwhelmed
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Defining Environmental Peacebuilding

Figure 1. Conceptualization of risks and opportunities from

(] E nVi ro n m e n t a I pe a ce b u i I d i n g = natural resources and the environment along the peace and security continuum
comprises the multiple approaches e

and pathways by which the
management of environmental
Issues Is integrated in and can
support conflict prevention,
mitigation, resolution and recovery.
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Early Waves of Environmental Peacebuilding

Response to frustration with simplistic
environment & conflict debates

Always about practice and scholarship
Deductive in early waves

Heavy early focus on water before
diversifying resources & adding climate

Heavy early focus on transboundary

Second wave brought helpful critiques
with more complexity, more ambiguity,
potential shortcomings
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The Future(s) of Environmental Peacebuilding

Priority areas for the future:
 Bottom Up Approaches

* Gender
 Using Big Data and Frontier
Technology
 Monitoring and Evaluation
o environmental
Promising areas but also have PEACEBUILDING

been neglected areas.
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Our Panelists

« Jeannie Sowers is Professor of Political Science at the University of New Hampshire.
» Tobias Ide is a Lecturer in Politics and Policy at Murdoch University in Perth.

 McKenzie Johnson is Assistant Professor of Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences
at the University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign.

* Irene Vélez-Torres is Professor in Environmental and Agrarian Conflicts at Universidad del
Valle in Colombia.
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