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What if the economy matters in all the wrong

ways!

Presidential Success and the World Economy
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Presidential Success and the World Economy

Daniela Campello, Getulio Vargas Foundation
Cesar Zucco Jr., Getulio Vargas Foundation

Economic voting is a widely accepted regularity in the political science literature, yet most work on the subject either
assumes that economic performance is a direct result of policy making or, more recently, argues that voters are able to
identify when this is not the case. Our article challenges these claims by showing that, in a large subset of Latin American
countries, both presidential popularity and prospects of reelection strongly depend on factors unambiguously exogenous
to presidents’ policy choices. These findings advance the literature on assignment of responsibility for economic per

formance and pose important implications for democratic accountability.
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Figure 1. Good economic times index (GET) and its constituent compo
nents. The figure shows the evolution of GET and its two constituent
components (US interest rates expressed in percentages and commodity
price index expressed in index points) over three periods of interest that
correspond roughly to the 1980s, 1990s, and 2o00s, and which are dis-
cussed in more detail in the next section.
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Figure 3. Effects of international economy on presidents’ electoral success
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Stop Suffering!

Economic Downturns and Pentecostal Upsurge

Francisco Costa' Angelo Marcantonio? Rudi Rocha®

November 1, 2019

Abstract

This paper estimates the effects of economic downturns on the expansion of Pen
tecostal Evangelicalism in Brazil. We find that regions more exposed to economic dis-
tress experienced a persistent rise both in Pentecostal affiliation and in the vote share
of candidates connected to Pentecostal churches in national legislative elections. Once
elected, these politicians carried out an agenda with greater emphasis on issues that
are sensitive to fundamental religious principles. These results uncover a direct link
between economic distress and a sustained entrenchment of more fundamentalist reli-
gil'.'l"l_]}j- Sroups m a u;‘unti:.mpurar}' []E_']'I'ILH_'THF_'}".

Key Words: economic distress, religious conversion, Pentecostalism, voting behavior.
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Figure Al: Map of Regional Tariff Change 1990-1995
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Table 9: Results — Reduced Form — Controlling for Covariates

Dep. Var.: Log Pentecostals per capita
(1) (2} (3 (4]

Panel A. A 1991-2000
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[nsecure Democracy: Risk and Political
Participation in Brazil

Sarah M. Brooks The Ohio State University

In recent decades, developing countries around the world have undergone dual transitions to democracy and more
open markets. Such reforms often have coincided with the retrenchment of state-sponsored social insurance, even as
unemployment, crime, and informality have risen. This article examines how insecurity associated with lack of
adequate protection against the risks of income loss and violent crime affects patterns of political engagement in

ull TIM =

Como abrir sua Brazil. Although it is often assumed that insecurity is mobilizing, analysis of an original household survey re
Poupanca Caixa Fécil that those lacking the means to ensure against livelihood risks are '*r(-.'m.—:.t:'_(_:;-u'f}* more likely to forbear from active
i political participation. Insecurity and poverty, moreover, reveal divergent effects on political participation, wherein
il is not the poorest, but rather the most insecure citizens who are most likely to forbear from active ¢ 1ship.
Emerging democracies thus may be more deeply riven by cleavages of insecurity than by income when it comes to
the question of whose voice is heard in democratic politics.
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Insecure Democracy: Risk and Political
Participation in Brazil

Sarah M. Brooks The Ohio State University

In recent decades, developing countries around the world have undergone dual transitions to democracy and more
open markets. Such reforms often have coincided with the retrenchment of state-sponsored social insurance, even as
* * informality have risen. This article examines how insecurity associated with lack of
the risks of income loss and violent crime affects patterns of political engagement in
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I ABRLE I I{] Sk a“d Pﬂ ri ILIPEI.I 101 1N Hrﬂ..ﬂ]] issummed that insecurity is mobilizing, analysis of an original household survey reveals
Is to ensure against livelihood risks are systematically more likely to forbear from active
urity and poverty, moreover, reveal divergent effects on political participation, wherein
|[ | ] {2} |[ ';:l H:l (E_.} ther the most insecure citizens who are most likely to forbear from active cilizenship.
may be more deeply riven by cleavages of insecurity than by income when it comes to

Community or Municipal Peaceful Aggressive Petition is heard in democratic politics.
Coeff./(s.e) Neighborhood Protest Protest

Risk Protection

Secure 0,278 0.337" 0.470" (.690* (0.070
(0.144) (0.200) (0.156) (0.250) (0.147)

Risk Exposure

Crime risk -0.075 -0.066 -(.461* 0.152 -0.089
(0.154) (0.199) (0.172) (0.284) (0.151)

Re-Employable 0.105 0.139 0.051 0.407* 0.030
(0.134) (0.154) (0.127) (0.205) (0.123)

Economic security 0.040 0.001 0.154 0.092 0.066
(0.154) (0.191) (0.134) (0.226) (0.142)

Past crime 0.345 0,339 0.494% 1.589* 0,376
(0.239) (0.329) (0.279) (0.451) (0.244)

Controls

Income -0.700% -0.634" (0.044 -0.028 0.075
(0.290) (0.336) (0.339) (0.689) (0.277)

Income” 0.089* 0.074 -0.011 -0.002 0.018
(0.042) (0.049) (0.052) (0.116) (0.041)

| Wilson Center IOWA STATE
UNIVERSITY




What if the economy matters in all the wrong
ways!

e Exaggerated presidential accountability.
 Religious conversion.

* Reduced political participation.
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What’s a policy maker to do?

Figure Al: Map of Regional Tariff Change 1990-1995
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Questions!
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