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Wilson Center Leadership

“It’s obvious the world was a 
much different place in 2020 than 
it was in 2019, but then so is the 
Wilson Center. In spite of these 
challenges, we managed to stay on 
top of the headlines and on top of 
the trendlines. Our ability to adapt 
to unprecedented circumstances 
and our seamless shift to virtual 
operations allowed us to reach bigger 
audiences than ever.”

Jane Harman 
Director, President, and CEO
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“In today’s age of polarization, 
as we fight a global pandemic, 
I’m of the opinion that Wilson 
Center’s independent research and 
commitment to non-partisanship has 
never been more important.”

Bill Haslam 
Chairman of the Board 
Former Governor of Tennessee



Support the Center

.

The Wilson Center is a public-private partnership 
with a a broad-based and committed community 
of sponsors dedicated to our mission.  

Our goal is to work individually with partners and 
donors to provide specific benefits to  
meet their investment needs. This work is 
grounded in the programs and initiatives at  
the Wilson Center.

Our partners have questions. We have the 
ability to research and present independent 

and cohesive answers.  We analyze, inform and 
present our partners with cohesive information 
that far exceeds their investment.

The Wilson Center’s reputation and inspiration 
resides in the dedicated work of our scholars and 
the integrity of our scholarship.

For more information on becoming a Wilson Center 
sponsor, please contact us at (202) 691-4171.

Make a Gift

https://engage.wilsoncenter.org/onlineactions/KxzFKo0YTk2W8uYVKK5HKg2


TAB 1

Woodrow Wilson Awards Gala
Honoring U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin, President of the European  
Central Bank Christine M. Lagarde, Senator Mike Crapo (R-ID) and Congressman  
Gregory Meeks (D-NY)

Thank you for your continued commitment and 
response to improve relations throughout the world.” 
The Honorable Steven T. Mnuchin, 
U.S. Treasury Secretary
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Spotlights  
In our deeply-interconnected world, great ideas cannot 
reside in silos. The Center’s continuing integration of 
our programs across regions gives maximum impact to 
its experts and extends its capacity to bring together 
stakeholders across disciplines. These efforts are 
centered on four essential clusters: 
 

• The Arctic: Navigating the Emerging Landscape

• Rule of Law and the Future of Democracy

• Brave New Digital  World 

• Great Powers Competition

The Brazil Institute and the 
Latin American Program 
developed programing and 

research on the region’s gender-
based violence (GBV) epidemic.

The Mexico Institute and 
the Science and Technology 

Innovation Program  
created new digital platforms to 

educate lawmakers and citizens on 
5G’s impact.

The Polar Institute 
created new programs to 

capitalize on the Guggenheim 
Partners’ transfer of the Arctic 
Infrastructure Inventory to the 

Wilson Center.

The Asia Program, the Kennan 
Institute, and the Kissinger 

Institute on China and the U.S. 
collaborated on events and 
publications that explore 

“Geo-Strategic Competition.”  

https://gbv.wilsoncenter.org/
https://arcticinfrastructure.wilsoncenter.org/ 
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/issue/great-power-competition
https://5g.wilsoncenter.org/
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I. INTRODUCTION

In reports of increasing tensions, bellicose rhetoric, 
and renewed “Great Power Competition” in the Arctic 
Ocean, analysts and the media at large too often 
mistakenly identify territorial disputes as a source 
of those tensions.1 In fact, there are no meaningful 
territorial disputes in the Arctic Ocean. The process 
for determining the outer limits of continental shelf 
entitlements – known colloquially as the outer or 
extended continental shelf (ECS)2 – is peaceful, rules-
based and cooperative in the Arctic. 

In 2020, the five States with continental shelf in the 
Central Arctic Ocean – Canada, Denmark in respect 
of Greenland, Norway, Russia, and the United 
States – continue their longstanding collaboration to 
determine the extent of their respective continental 
shelves through established scientific, diplomatic, and 
legal processes. The common rules and information-
sharing established pursuant to Article 76 of the 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (the “LOS 
Convention”) are described in Part II of this article. 
The States’ collective adherence to these robust 
and respected processes epitomizes successful 
international cooperation.

Arctic Overlaps: The Surprising Story 
of Continental Shelf Diplomacy
Betsy Baker, Global Fellow, Polar Institute 

The Canadian Coast Guard Ship Louis S. St-Laurent makes an approach to the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Healy in the Arctic Ocean on Sept. 5, 2009. 

The two ships are taking part in a multi-year, multi-agency Arctic survey that will help define the Arctic continental shelf. The author was a member 

of the HEALY-0905 scientific party. Photo courtesy of Patrick Kelley, U.S. Coast Guard at www.flickr.com
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SPOTLIGHT: THE ARCTIC—NAVIGATING THE EMERGING NEW LANDSCAPE

The view of the Arctic as isolated or remote 
is rapidly being discarded. The region is fast 
becoming a global crossroads and site of 
competing claims in the realms of national 
security and geopolitics, the world economy, and 
as a rapidly-changing physical landscape. 

A cross-regional approach to the Arctic is 
essential, and it is rooted in acknowledgement 
of the profound changes occurring in the “Arctic 
7 C’s”: commerce, climate, commodities, 
cooperation, competition, communities, and 

connectivity. The 
Wilson Center’s 
powerful store 
of regional 
expertise in North 

America, Europe, and Asia allows it to mine 
deep knowledge on key Arctic players and offer 
purposeful opportunities for interdisciplinary 
approaches to the new “global Arctic.” 

• Arctic Infrastructure Inventory (AII), which 
tracks more than 8,000 infrastructure projects 
in the region

• Arctic Security Dialogues

• Polar Perspectives series

Learn More

https://arcticinfrastructure.wilsoncenter.org/
https://arcticinfrastructure.wilsoncenter.org/
https://arcticinfrastructure.wilsoncenter.org/
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SPOTLIGHT: RULE OF LAW AND THE FUTURE OF DEMOCRACY

Acclaimed regional programs are at the center of the 
Wilson Center’s influence and effectiveness – and 
wide-ranging work on rule-of-law is a key element in 
their work. The Center has embarked on efforts to bring 
rigorous analysis of governance, public accountability, 
human rights, judicial independence, and anti-corruption 
efforts into confluence, and expand its vision to 
encompass thematic and cross-regional diversity. An 
essential element in this task is convening stakeholders 
from government, industry, academia and NGOs to 
identify innovative strategies to surmount obstacles to 
reform.

Gender-based violence (GBV) is a particular 
focus. GBV affects one in three women 
worldwide, and it has been exacerbated 
by the global COVID-19 pandemic. One 
prominent Center initiative was a series of events, 
publications, and podcasts tied to the “United Nations’ 
16 Days of Activism” to combat GBV through dialogue 
and solutions, including a dedicated microsite that 
aggregates relevant content from across the Center.

Learn More

https://gbv.wilsoncenter.org/
https://gbv.wilsoncenter.org/
https://gbv.wilsoncenter.org/
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SPOTLIGHT: BRAVE NEW DIGITAL WORLD

Technology is an indispensable component in 
national security, trade and commerce. Yet it also 
reveals the world’s interconnected nature, as 
essential elements of sovereignty are negotiated 
through networks. 

The Wilson Center’s programs are also networked, 
shedding new light on how technology undergirds 
and reshapes global geopolitics. What tech battles 
are being waged in plain sight – or under the 
radar? What significant risks accompany startling 
advances in cyber and AI? How will governments 
and industry tackle ethical challenges raised by 
new technology? 

The global rollout of 5G raises significant national 
security, intellectual property, and regulatory 

issues, both in North America 
and throughout the world. The 5G 
Beyond Borders project explores how 
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico can 
maximize 5G’s benefits through 
informed policy solutions. 

News and information also have been 
transformed by technology. Yet the specter 
of making the internet secure and battling 
organized disinformation campaigns looms large. 
The Center’s efforts to survey the cybersecurity 
landscape and examine the challenges posed by 
disinformation – and articulate ways to fight it – 
are found in a wide array of events, publications, 
podcasts, and Congressional testimony.

Learn More

https://5g.wilsoncenter.org/
https://5g.wilsoncenter.org/
https://5g.wilsoncenter.org/
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SPOTLIGHT: GREAT POWERS COMPETITION

The post-1945 world order has eroded. But competition 
and cooperation between the United States and its 
Great Powers rivals – China and Russia – are proving 
more essential than ever. 

Great Powers are competing for geopolitical influence 
in new ways, seeking to shape security architectures, 
as well as new structures in technology and trade. 
These frictions play out not only in Beijing, Washington, 
and Moscow, but in a vast array of global and regional 
stages – as well as outer space and cyberspace. 

Yet these same powers must often collaborate on 
issues for which they remain essential players, 
including public health and arms control.   

The Center’s spotlight on Great Powers offers not 
only compelling and timely analysis of recent trends in 
these key relationships, but also the historical context 
and regional perspectives that policymakers require to 
understand their depth and scope. 

Learn More

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/issue/great-power-competition
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/issue/great-power-competition
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/issue/great-power-competition
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R“I want to thank Jane. I want to thank the Wilson  
Center for one, your friendship, and for having me  
back on a variety of occasions to talk about critically  
important issues.”

Senator Mark Warner (D-VA)
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The Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis Dinner celebrated 
the Kennan Institute’s 45th Anniversary with tributes to the 
institute’s three founders: George F. Kennan, James H. 
Billington, and S. Frederick Starr. 

Gathering Voices and Visions

A speech given at the Wilson Center by 
Ambassador Alice Wells, Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State for South and 
Central Asia, that sharply critiqued the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor, made headlines 
throughout Asia. 

Ajit Pai, Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, 
spoke at a Director’s Forum on maintaining a U.S. edge in 5G 
technology and security protocols in an increasingly intercon-
nected world

Director Harman led a conversation with women leaders and 
young entrepreneurs in Amman, Jordan, on the Center’s new 
report: Ready for Work. The new study draws upon primary 
research on Jordan, Tunisia and Oman to highlight challenges in 
workforce development for women in the Middle East and the 
role of entrepreneurship and innovation in creating expanded 
opportunities.
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Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and Senator Dan Sullivan 
(R-AK) joined a conversation with Polar Institute Director 

Mike Sfraga regarding the Air Force’s Arctic Strategy and its 
implications for the United States, the North American Arctic, 

and the unique role Alaska plays in our new, global Arctic. 

As online disinformation becomes commonplace, and 
legislators seek policy solutions, the Wilson Center’s 

“Defeating Disinformation” series featured a keynote 
speech from Senator Mark Warner (D-VA) on efforts to 

grapple with the issue in the U.S. Congress. 

Jonathan Holloway, 2020 Hubert H. Humphrey Fellow in 
Social and Political Thought, addressed Woodrow Wilson’s 

legacy on race in a lecture at the Center. 

Notable American historian Heather Cox 
Richardson discussed her new book How the South 

Won the Civil War: Oligarchy, Democracy, and the 
Continuing Fight for the Soul of America. 

The Latin American Program hosted an exclusive conversation 
with President Lenín Moreno of Ecuador, who spoke in 

depth about his nation’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It was the first in a continuing series of “Crisis Conversations” 

that the program will convene with leaders in the region.
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Analysis Across Time Zones
Our signature Ground Truth Briefing (GTB) audio series 
responds to developing news in real time with the help of 
experts on the ground around the globe. 

March 5, 2020  
2019: A 
Pivotal Year 
of Protest 
in Latin 
America

May 19, 2020 
Iran: COVID-19, the 
Oil Crisis and New 

Tensions with the U.S.

February 6, 2020 
Brexit! What 
Now?

December 2, 2019 
Assessing AMLO’s  
First Year

April 13, 2020
What’s Happening Inside 

North Korea?

March 19, 2020 
Putin’s Extended 

Presidency

25

May 1, 2020 
From the Arctic to Africa: 
Emerging Research on Human-
to-Wildlife Transmission of 
COVID-19

New Ground Truth Briefings this year

    Listen here

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/ground-truth-briefings
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/ground-truth-briefings
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/ground-truth-briefings
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/ground-truth-briefings


13

NOW HEAR THIS
Need to Know is a podcast produced by the 
Wilson Center’s Office of Congressional Relations. 
Each episode taps in-the-know experts for a 
non-partisan guide to global hotspots, players, 
and topics, including U.S.-China relations, 
disinformation and COVID-19.

 to

K               N
N E ED

A podcast for policymakers, available to everyone

Have you listened to our podcast?

Listen on Spotify, Google Podcasts, Apple Podcasts and SoundCloud!

Need to know_postcard_v1.indd   1 9/27/19   11:50 AM

International History

THE

FILE
P O D C A S T

TWO
THE
POINT Ground Truth 

Briefings

FRIDAY PODCAST

Listen to our podcasts

Wilson Center Podcasts

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/need-know-podcast-series
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kj3Ni_OpsbA&feature=emb_logo


12951295 Graduates
Training the Next  
Generation of Policy Staff

STAFF DELEGATION TO MEXICO CITY, CIUDAD JUAREZ & EL PASO, TEXAS

The Office of Congressional Relations took a group 
of congressional staff on a study trip to Mexico City, 
Ciudad Juarez, and El Paso, Texas to explore U.S.-
Mexico relations, border security and immigration.

The delegation met with 
Border Patrol and Customs 
Border Protection on the 
U.S.-Mexico border. In 
Ciudad Juarez, staffers met 
with the U.S. Consulate 
to discuss immigration, 
security, manufacturing and 
trade, and criminal violence 
and drug trafficking. 

1

Republican
 45%

580 

Democrats
 52%

672 

Independents
 3%

43

Congressional Foreign Policy Fellowships, 
Cybersecurity, and Artificial Intelligence Labs are 
six-week seminars combining expert discussion, 
hands-on exercises, and field trips designed 
to equip the next generation of Hill policy staff 
with the very latest knowledge.

as of print date

“During my job search on 
the Hill, I kept hearing 
other staffers rave about 
the Wilson Center Foreign 
Policy Fellowship. Once I 
came to the Hill and went 
through the program it 
exceeded all of my expec-
tations. This is a rigorous 
and highly relevant expe-
rience that was well worth 
the wait.”

 – Will Emmons,  
House Judiciary Committee

Learn more about the Foreign Policy Fellowship Program

Watch an exciting 
overview of the trip

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kj3Ni_OpsbA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kj3Ni_OpsbA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7OtYjEqwAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kj3Ni_OpsbA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7OtYjEqwAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7OtYjEqwAA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7OtYjEqwAA
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The Wilson Quarterly 
Featuring original reporting, expert voices, and 
interactive multimedia elements, the Center’s award-
winning digital magazine, The Wilson Quarterly, has 
earned widespread praise.

Spring 2020 
Who Writes The Rules?

Summer 2020 
Korea: 70 Years On

Fall 2020 
The Ends of History

“In 2020, the WQ explored essential issues — 
global protest, regulatory reach, the politics of 
history — and offered a definitive look at Korea 
70 years after the Cold War conflict.”

Richard Byrne, Editor Winter 2020 
The Power of Protest

Read more

https://www.wilsonquarterly.com/quarterly/back-to-the-future/
https://www.wilsonquarterly.com/quarterly/back-to-the-future/


17

Books @ Wilson
Based on their work at the Wilson Center, fellows published seminal books 
that expand public understanding of history and shed light on issues critical 
to international security. “Books @ Wilson”titles were crucial to the Center’s 
work in bridging scholarship and public policy. 

This book by Kim Ghattas,  
Public Policy Fellow from 2017, 
was among the New York Times 

Notable Books of 2020.

Browse our books

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/insight-analysis?_page=1&keywords=&_limit=10&types=book
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/insight-analysis?_page=1&keywords=&_limit=10&types=book


21st Century Diplomacy: Foreign Policy is 
Climate Policy, in collaboration with adelphi 
and the German Federal Foreign Office:

• A comprehensive report on the 
interconnected nature of politics, power, and 
possible solutions to ecological crises.

• A series of videos featuring key players at the 
intersection of diplomacy and climate science.

• Events that elicited public discussion of the 
stakes of climate change for governments and 
citizens.

• A new website that collects and curates all of 
the initiative’s activities 

Critical Coverage
With cross-cutting studies, influential publications, and experts and fellows tracking nearly 
every element of international security, the Wilson Center is a repository of insight and an 
incubator for ideas. 

CLIMATEISFOREIGNpolicy
21st Century Diplomacy

policy

Learn more

https://diplomacy21-adelphi.wilsoncenter.org/
https://diplomacy21-adelphi.wilsoncenter.org/
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The Wilson Center’s commemoration of the 70th 
anniversary of the Korean War 

• A special expanded issue of The Wilson Quarterly 
examining this key international Cold War conflict 

• Essays on archival materials held by the Center’s 
History and Public Policy program 

• An exclusive live event with Lt . Col. Sean 
Morrow, Commander of the UN Command 
Security Battalion in the DMZ 

COVID-19: The Wilson Center Pursues a Global 
View of the Pandemic

• Published a mid-year issue of On the Horizon 
in June 2020 to track international impact.

• Created a stream of informed analysis for 
stakeholders via publications, podcasts and 
videos.

• Used regional program strength to convene 
events that highlighted local voices on politics 
and public health.  

• Created a website capturing the wide range 
of Wilson Center initiatives in understanding 
the pandemic’s effects.

Read more

Read more

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/stories-untold-remembering-korean-war
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/stories-untold-remembering-korean-war
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/issue/coronavirus
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/issue/coronavirus


Jane Harman testified in front of the Federal 
Communications Commission as part of the 
Forum on 5G Open Radio Access Networks. 
This forward-looking forum featured experts 
at the vanguard of the development and 
deployment of 5G network architecture.

Disinformation Fellow Nina Jankowicz testified 
before the House in a virtual unclassified hearing 
on conspiracy theories and misinformation 
narratives online.  She discussed three trends 
that exemplify the modern information space: 
1) increased use of information laundering to 
deliver foreign disinformation; 2) conspiracy 
convergence; 3) disinformation often targets 
women and minorities.

Tom Kellermann, Global Fellow with the 
Digital Futures Project, Head Of Cybersecurity 
Strategy for VMware, and member, Cyber 
Investigations Advisory Board for the United 
States Secret Service, was a witness at the 
hearing “Cybercriminals and Fraudsters: How 
Bad Actors Are Exploiting the Financial System 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 

Abraham Denmark, Director of the Wilson 
Center’s Asia Program and former Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for East Asia, was a 
witness at the Full Committee Hearing “The 
Department of Defense’s Role in Long-Term 
Major State Competition” on February 11, 2020.  

Informing Congress Learn more

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/congressional-testimonies
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/congressional-testimonies
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/congressional-testimonies
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“I truly value that an 
organization such as the one 
you lead is concerned about 
and analyzes social and 
economic issues of global 
importance. Thank you 
very much for inviting me to 
share Ecuador’s experience 
in confronting this deadly 
pandemic.”

President Lenín Moreno, Ecuador
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Africa Program events included hosting former Nigerian 
President Olusegun Obasanjo to speak about his 
nation’s management of diversity and co-hosting Africa 
Symposium 2020: Advancing Africa’s Peace, Security, 
and Governance. The program also brought recipients of 

the Southern Voices Network for Peacebuilding (SVNP) scholarship to the 
Center, and launched the Stafford Capacity Building Internship Program. 

The Asia Program organized a delegation visit to 
Taiwan and hosted a speech by Ambassador 
Alice Wells offering a U.S. diplomat’s first detailed 
public remarks on China’s Belt and Road Initiative. 
Key publications analyzed notable anniversaries 

for U.S. military involvement in the region in WWII and in Korea, 
and Asia Program Director Abraham Denmark published a new 
book: U.S. Strategy in the Asian Century: Empowering Allies and 
Partners. 

Global Action Across Programs

The Canada Institute tracked Canada’s policy 
responses to COVID-19, including economic 
stimulus and the imposition of joint U.S.-
Canadian border restrictions. And as the two 
countries begin to implement the USMCA, 

Members of Congress and border state governors and 
legislators connected at the Wilson Center to explore 
ways to responsibly phase out restrictions on cross border 
travel and economic activity. 

The Kissinger Institute co-hosted thirteen 
dialogues beginning in April 2020 on U.S.-
China Relations in the Age of COVID-19. 
These regular convenings gave 30 American and 
Chinese opinion leaders a powerful platform for 

frank discussions of strategic, economic, tech, public health, 
and soft power issues—despite the isolation brought about 
by the pandemic and worsening bilateral relations.

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/asia-program
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/africa-program
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/canada-institute
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/kissinger-institute-china-and-united-states
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The History and Public Policy Program 
continued to shape public policy debate, 
academic research, and classroom 
discussions through its Digital Archive. 
The platform reached 240,000 users who 

logged more than 1.3 million page views in 2020. Major 
new accessions to the Digital Archive include collections 
on the Korean War, Chinese foreign relations, Middle 
Eastern politics, and nuclear proliferation.

Foreign policy responses to climate change have 
mainly focused on the security implications, 
international treaties, and renewable energy. 
However, the foreign policy implications are much 
broader. Because foreign policy is climate policy, the 

Environmental Change & Security Program launched 21st Century 
Diplomacy to provide fresh input to help stakeholders prepare 
for a new global context amid a changing climate. 

The Global Europe Program addressed vital issues 
affecting the continent, U.S.-European relations, 
and Europe’s global ties. Our programming 
examined how COVID-19 ravaged Europe with 
unprecedented ferocity and scale. And the 75th 

anniversary of the end of World War II, and the 30th anniversary 
of the Cold War’s end offered opportunities to explore prospects 
for a “whole and free” Europe amidst current challenges.  

The China Environment Forum and the Serious 
Games Initiative are leading work to protect our 
oceans. CEF is amplifying global solutions in 
the policy, industry, and community sectors that 
will stem ocean plastic leakages. This research 

is feeding the development of the Plastic Pipeline, an 
educational video game.

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/history-and-public-policy-program
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/environmental-change-and-security-program
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/global-europe-program
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/plastic-pipeline
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/plastic-pipeline
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2021/01/pays-bill-plastic-waste/
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2020/12/closing-loop-fashion-waste-interview-evrnu-cofounder-stacy-flynn/
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/webcast-plastic-first-mile-closing-loop-plastic-waste-asia
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/china-environment-forum


24

In our Understanding Russia Briefing Series,  
policymakers at the Department of State, 
USAID, and other government agencies 
participated in roundtable conversations with 
Kennan Institute experts focusing on topics 

including sanctions, corruption, Russian youth, and Sino-
Russian relations. The Institute’s Global Perspectives 
Series widened the scope to bring Wilson Center regional 
expertise to explore Russia’s relations with countries 
including Afghanistan, Japan, and Egypt.

The COVID-19 
pandemic’s devastating 
impact on Latin 
America left the 
region desperate for 

aid, prompting China to organize 
massive shipments of emergency 
medical supplies that amplified 
its influence. The Latin American 
Program recognized the geopolitical 
significance of “medical diplomacy,” 
and launched an interactive map 
cataloguing COVID-19 assistance, a 
series of articles on the implications 
of the Chinese and U.S. responses to Latin America’s coronavirus 
struggles, and a webinar on Taiwan’s contributions. 

The Maternal Health Initiative 
explored COVID-19’s devastating 
effects on women, girls, and people 
of color in high-level symposiums, 
including a conversation with 

Representative Alma Adams (D-NC). Since 2020 
was also the International Year of the Nurse and 
Midwife, MHI also focused on front-line health 
workers, specifically midwives and nurses, as 
they lead the fight against COVID-19.

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/kennan-institute
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/latin-american-program
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/maternal-health-initiative
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The Mexico Institute has engaged 
government officials, businesses, 
experts, and civil society in both countries 
through our monthly USMCA dialogues, 
examining the implementation of the trade 

agreement in North America. The Institute explored the 
health and economic impacts of COVID-19 in Mexico 
and Latin America, as well as strong cross-program 
collaboration on trade, the 5G rollout, and gender-based 
violence.

With Earthday.org and the State Department, 
STIP built the Citizen Science Cloud as the 
first ever global resource for citizen science 
data sharing to support research and policy. 
The project’s app, EarthChallenge2020, 

has been downloaded over 30,000 times worldwide. 
Georgetown University will use it in their Freshman Year 
Experience program.

The Polar Institute’s 25 events in 2020 
included a forum about the impacts of 
COVID-19 
in the 
Arctic. The 

Institute launched the 
Arctic Infrastructure 
Inventory, a public 
dataset with an inventory 
of 8,000+ infrastructure 
assets in the Arctic, 
as well as new series 
of events (Arctic 
Security Dialogues) 
and publications (Polar 
Perspectives).

Until the recent coronavirus pandemic upended 
the world’s economy and gutted global tourism, 
Antarctica was an increasingly popular tourist 
destination. A record high of about 74,000 people 
made the expensive trip there in the most recent 
summer season (November 2019-March 2020). This 
is a 32 percent increase from the previous record 
high, set just one year before (IAATO 2020). The vast 
majority of these visitors went only to the northern 
end of the Antarctic Peninsula, traveling by cruise ship 
from ports in South America. With the big increase in 
visitor numbers has come increasing concern for the 
environmental impacts of these tours. This concern 

is not new — calls for tighter controls on Antarctic 
tourism have been made whenever visitor numbers 
took a big step up (e.g., Enzenbacher 1992, Liggett 
et al. 2011, Jabour 2013). In response to these calls, 
the largely self-managed industry has adjusted how it 
operates in the Far South. This has helped protect the 
environment, while allowing the industry to remain in 
charge of its own commercial destiny. However, this 
latest huge increase feels different, as if this step-
up in numbers is finally so big that it simply cannot 
be accommodated by adjusting ship schedules and 
juggling itineraries. With the pandemic forcing a 
pause in the upward trajectory of visitor numbers, is 

Is it time for a paradigm shift in how 
Antarctic tourism is controlled?

Peter W. Carey, Polar Institute Global Fellow

Tourists visiting Antarctica now have a wide variety of activities to choose from, including kayaking, wildlife watching, climbing, and camping 

overnight on shore. All photos courtesy of author. © Peter Carey
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In more than 25 events, the Middle East 
Program addressed protests, political 
and socioeconomic instability across the 
MENA region, and produced 80 articles and 
blogs featuring activists and analysts. The 

program also offered analysis of fundamental changes 
to U.S. Mideast policy, and the shifting alliances created 
by normalization agreements made by several Arab 
countries with Israel.

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/mexico-institute
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/science-and-technology-innovation-program
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/polar-institute
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/middle-east-program
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76.9%

5%

4.8%

3%
3%

2.5%
1.6% .9% .7% 1.5%

Online, consumer

Online, trade/industry

Online, news and business

Newspaper

Radio station

Magazine, consumer

Microblog

Wire service

Blog, consumer

other

Share of coverage by media type

Source: 
Cision Media 
Monitoring

Informing the Public

The Wilson Center kicked off a new initiative with 
our  media breakfasts that offer journalists 
essential expertise from scholars working 
on key regions and crucial issues, including an 
October session on disinformation, and a November 
gathering that examined the interplay of politics and 
reform in Ukraine.

Schedule an interview with one of our experts

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/press-room
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/press-room
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/press-room
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Earth Challenge 2020 – a collaboration with the 
Earth Day Network and the US Department of 
State’s Eco-Capitals Forum – brought research and 
technology together with an app that captured vital 
citizen scientist data. 

Partnerships

The annual State of the Union reception for a 
bipartisan group of members of Congress in 
the Library of Congress Member’s Room was a 
chance for Wilson Center and Library experts to 
share expertise.

A private screening of the film, Incitement, hosted with the 
Motion Picture Association, featured a panel discussion with the 
film’s creative team and foreign policy experts.  

A day-long gathering, co-hosted with the Nixon Foundation, 
convened leading experts to assess U.S.-China relations.

27
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External Relations and Outreach

232% 39% 425% 

Facebook 
minutes 
viewed

YouTube  
video minutes 

watched 

Instagram  
followers

LinkedIn  
followers

58% 
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The debut of a  
newly redesigned  
WilsonCenter.org  

on February 3, 2020 
made it easier than 

ever to tap into  
Wilson Center 

events, analysis,  
and experts.

This year was the first for our 
Frederic V. Malek Internship 
Program. Our first intern, Khary 
Armster, is a recent graduate 
from Howard University.

Since the launch in early February, page views are up 65% and 
most significantly, visitors are up 222%!

increase in user sessions since the new 
website launch

77%

External Relations hired a Digital 
Marketing Specialist this year to help 
craft and execute a digital marketing 
strategy for the Wilson Center. 

2,172
Events and 
meetings 

100+
Books and  

briefs designed  
and published

4,678,668 
Website User Sessions
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 The Newly Designed Wilson Center NOW
Our flagship video program continues to 
showcase the work of Wilson Center experts and 
fellows through in-depth, non-partisan, and fact-
based discussions of critical global issues and 
topics. And the program underwent a facelift this 
year, introducing a fresh new graphics package at 
a time when digital delivery of content became 
an even larger part of the Center’s outreach. 
Selected highlights include a major new book 
on Henry Kissinger written by  Wilson alumnus 
Thomas Schwartz and an Indo-Pacific primer for 
the Biden administration from the Asia Program’s 
Abe Denmark, Shihoko Goto, and Michael 
Kugelman.

Watch the Lastest NOW

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/now-series
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/now-series
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/collection/now-series


Wilson Ranked Top in the World 

The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars is ranked as one of the  

top 10 think tanks in the world and is once again listed as number one in  

regional studies according to the 2019 University of Pennsylvania Global Go To  

Think Tank Rankings Survey.

“Washington is in 
the throes of the 
most hyper-partisan 
atmosphere of my 
lifetime. That’s not 
what we do here...  
It is enormously 
gratifying that our 
peers recognize our 
value across the 
board.”  

 - Jane Harman, Director,  

    President, and CEO



32

IN
S

ID
E

 T
H

E
 W

ILS
O

N
 C

E
N

T
E

R



33

Mission Statement
The Diversity and Inclusion (D&I) Council was established in July 2020 to serve as 
the primary body responsible for advising the Director and the rest of the Executive Team on all subjects 
related to Diversity and Inclusion. 

Message from the Director, President, and CEO

“We at the Wilson Center are committed to ensuring all employees feel valued,  
empowered, and have an equal opportunity to perform at their best. ”

            —Congresswoman Jane Harman, President, Director, and CEO, The Wilson Center

Guiding Principles and Initiatives

The Diversity and Inclusion Council works to institutionalize diversity, equity, and inclusion across all 
functions at the Center. To achieve this mission, the Council has prioritized four core initiatives that will: 

1. Promote, achieve, and sustain a diverse workforce. 

2. Promote an equitable, inclusive, and respectful work environment.

3. Support research and programming on diversity and inclusion.

4. Imbed diversity, equity, and inclusion into all Wilson Center policies, practices, and procedures.

Diversity and Inclusion Council
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Council Leadership
 Co-Chairs:

Key Accomplishments and Impact 

• Created a Diversity and Inclusion Council charter and strategy;

• Designed and distributed an employee engagement survey to staff members;

• Developed a DEI report based on staff data from the employee survey; 

• Established council committees and ERGs;

• Created a heritage calendar for programmatic activities. 

Abraham M. Denmark 
Director, 

Asia Program

Shahrazad Hired  
Program Assistant, 

Africa Program

Natasha M. Jacome  
Deputy Chief  

Operating Officer

Vickki G. Johnson 
Director, 

Human Resources
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The Wilson Center launched a formal Alumni Program for more than 4,500 
alumni spanning our 50-year history of hosting scholars. 

Alumni Relations holds salons and professional development sessions in addition 
to maintaining a closed Linked-In Group so Alumni can engage with each other.
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Financial Summary
Fiscal year ending September 30, 2019

The Wilson Center’s funding matrix underwriting 
operations includes the direct federal appropriation; 
donor contributions; grants and contracts from private 
and governmental entities; and investment income. 
These resources fund mission-related activities 
including policy research, constructive debate, and 
dissemination of actionable ideas to key stakeholders 
and audiences, including policymakers and the  
general public.

The Wilson Center’s most valuable asset is its human 
capital. Staff professionals and fellows, both residential 
and non-residential, combine to offer expertise and 
insights that have lasting effect. This leads directly to 
the overall institutional performance. Financial results 
from operations remain strong, continuing a legacy of 
sound stewardship and the leadership’s commitment 
to excellent resource management.

Audited financial statements for the prior fiscal year 
are completed on or after March 31st each year.  
The Wilson Center’s audited financial statements 
are available at https://www.wilsoncenter.org/990-
formsannual-reports.

$34.2 MILLION REVENUE $34.0 MILLION EXPENSES 

Financial Position (in thousands of dollars) Financial Activities (in thousands of dollars)

Assets  Revenue
Cash and fund balance with Treasury  $13,572 Unrestricted operating revenue  $16,860 
Receivables  33,745 Restricted operating revenue  18,574 
Prepaid costs  185 Endowment revenue net of payout  (1,214)
Equipment, furniture & leasehold improvements  2,286 Total Revenue $34,220
Wilson Memorial  225  
Investments  11,319 Expenses
Endowment assets  37,917 Research fellowships & fellow services  $7,522 
Total Assets $99,249 Program projects, conferences & outreach  16,873 

Total program services $24,395
Liabilities
Accounts payable & accrued expenses  $3,101 Fundraising  $1,606 
Grants payable  2,198 Management and general  7,978 
Unexpended appropriation & deferred 
revenue  5,057 Total supporting services  $9,584 

Total Liabilites $10,356 
 Total Expenses $33,979
Net Assets
Unrestricted  $23,511 Change in Net Assets $ 241
Restricted  65,382 

Total Net Assets $88,893 

Total Liabilites and Net Assets $99,249 

66.4%

31.6%

Federal Appropriation

Contributions, Grants & Contracts

Investment Gains

Other Income

0.4%

1.6% Fellows, Programs & Outreach

Fundraising

Management & Administration

71.8%

23.5%

4.7%

Revenue as a % of Total FY 2019 Expenses as % of Total FY 2019
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Wilson Center Leadership

The Wilson Center, chartered by  
Congress as the official memorial to  
President Woodrow Wilson, is the  
nation’s key non-partisan policy forum. 
Tackling global issues through inde-
pendent research and open dialogue, 
the Center informs actionable ideas for 
Congress, the Administration, and the 
international policy community.

Jane Harman, Director, President, and CEO 

Board of Trustees

Chairman
Bill Haslam, Chair, Former Governor of Tennessee   
(July 2020-July 2024)

Scott Walker, Chair, Former Governor of Wisconsin  
(July 2019-July 2020)

Vice Chair
Drew Maloney, President and CEO, American Investment Council

Private Citizen Members
Peter J. Beshar, Executive Vice President & General Counsel,  
Marsh & McLennan Companies, Inc.

Thelma Duggin, President, AnBryce Foundation

Barry S. Jackson, Managing Director, The Lindsey Group and Strategic 
Advisor, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck

David Jacobson, Former U.S. Ambassador to Canada and Vice Chair, 
BMO Financial Group

Nathalie Rayes, Vice President of Public Affairs, Grupo Salinas

Earl W. Stafford, Chief Executive Officer, The Wentworth Group, LLC

Louis Susman,  Former U.S. Ambassador to the United Kingdom and 
Senior Advisor, Perella Weinberg Partners

Public Members
Alex Azar, Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Elisabeth DeVos, Secretary, U.S. Department of Education

David Ferriero, Archivist of the United States

Carla D. Hayden, Librarian of Congress

Jon Parrish Peede, Chairman, National Endowment for the Humanities

Michael Pompeo, Secretary, U.S. Department of State

Lonnie G. Bunch III, Secretary, Smithsonian Institution



One Woodrow Wilson Plaza
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004-3027

www.wilsoncenter.org

wwics@wilsoncenter.org

facebook.com/woodrowwilsoncenter

@thewilsoncenter

202.691.4000

years


